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PREFACE. 


The report to which this is a preface deals with the results of the 
census of 1911 in the Presidency of Bengal, the Province of Bihar and 
Orissa and the State of Sikkim, which have an aggregate area of nearly 
200,000 square miles and a population of 85 millions, or over one-fourth 
of the total population of India. 

The late appearance of the report is due to causes beyond my 
control. Since the census of 1901 Bengal has undergone two partitions, 
and Sikkim has been detached from it — changes which have involved 
the preparation of fresh statistics- for the census of 1911 and also for 
each preceding census. It is perhaps almost superfluous to explain that if 
the census figures of any given area are to be of value for comparative 
purposes, those of previous censuses must be accessible. Accordingly, 
before the census of 1911 took place, figures were compiled for Bengal 
as constituted after the partition of 1905, for the only available figures 
related to the province as it stood in 1901. After the census of 1911 was 
concluded, tables showing its results were prepared for the two provinces 
of Bengal and Eastetn Bengal and Assam as then existing. While 
this work was in progress, the repartition was announced, and the 
figures both of the census of 1911 and of each census since 1872 had 
to be worked out afresh for the Presidency of Bengal and the new 
Province of Bihar and Orissa. All this involved additional labour and 
delayed the preparation of the tables and report. On this account also 
I have not been able to take up all the subjects prescribed for the 
report, and have had to curtail the discussion of some of those with 
which I could deal. 

The arrangements for the census followed the lines laid down in 

1901, and a brief summary of them is all that 

Arrangements for the census. . 

is required. The first step was to obtain an 

accurate and up-to-date record of all inhabited areas, i.e., to prepare a 
register in which every occupied village or collection of houses was 
entered. This is not altogether -an easy task in some areas, where the 
villages are small clusters of houses scattered through the jungle, which 
are commonly deserted by their primitive inhabitants when anything un- 
toward happens. In such cases it is believed that the Village has incurred 
the anger of some evil spirit, and the people abandon the site and build 
their houses elsewhere. The village register having been compiled, each 
district was parcelled out into census divisions. The smallest unit was 
the block, which consisted of 40 to 50 houses, for which one enumerator 
was responsible. The blocks were grouped together by circles, each of 
which was under a supervisor : ordinarily about 10 to 15 circles, i.e., 
400 to 600 houses, were assigned to each supervisor. The circles again 
were grouped together by charges, which, as a rule, corresponded to 
police-stations. The Charge Superintendents, who were responsible for 
the operations throughout each charge, were themselves subordinate to 
the Subdivisional Officers and, to the District Census Officers, who 
were appointed for each district. 


a 



It 


The actual .'Uitmi't at i< *n wa- 


• lit' l' 'I l >*• 

1 1 1 j I 1 \ 1 ’ * " * v UM* t * U* I ll l l 

tv -''' f t mu (I .lii.vr ! ■ 

constituted at till' li'»" til" "">..1 

(Miunu'Kiti’i :< "'M.' lint !«»y* •!. In 

tu obtain a viillii'ii'tit *.n|>l l> "f 111 n wh** 1 j 

:i long naming mr* •*.»«> l , "f“ • ’"■> ' 11 

requited of tl>""'- ""'■’•I' 1 ' ' ’ 


; r 

lit** * 


reluctance 

til M 

*t\e without 

t ! 

i.vi 

to 

brought h 

..III** 

to them that 

fie- 

| . 


for tin* Jt 

-o] le. 

and that, j « 

ri. • 

!■" 

111. 

would he 

act t\ 

,*1 V disehat mu ’ a 

| ill*' 


When 

tln-y 

- had he. n : 

i;*; • ot 

• I 

lh. 



l*\ 1 

. r> h 

, t* • 


ll.i- *r 

• t ie~* 

-j* 


s' 



! t 

JM 

1 * 

.1 1 

cation of 

t hi** 

definition e.n 

, « TI' • 

• t'» 

Ml 

illustrate 

Veiy 

fo-t ddy th** 

<1 iff* r* 

JM . 


hetcrogeuc 

■Otis j 

[ i oVitiee. lln 

U. f." 

Itl ' 

1 

in which 

aliuttginal i*u\ * 

su'd 

; J : ’ i < 

i i 


M-j arato number i" l"- I" ■ 

tln> summit*. "f tin- ll.iumhnl il l! . • 

a soj a rat" hut. hut lh>- v. h* !*• fnnub. i ■.* 

another liut, Again, h<*v. v *■« tit- t**-.* .: • • 

hut*., fur instance, at" m*-* -h.t.t;- t- •;* . 

in tin- ground, ati-i ti" nttmi < i < *u! i i> ; 

nmnhiTs hail t>> h-- { tit *"i > I -.1 ** f •• -*t. • i 

tliu wall** ur hung fruiii ih>* • -.r* ’1 1 * i'- 1 

there, hut ••ril"ftllly \%raj*;***l t !:• *n *:•* i-. r.\ 
bamboo baskets whit-lt f« * m t!i< **t > i,* I • •* 
In February It’ll, aft.-r th* v !■ i ! **i 


Tier i»-:* v* « j 


tiu- i-!i't‘:t : .• 


,ii tmj i - - n - 1 
, "ho * 

* , e v . 

. te y •*: 

dr n 

ill'; 1 ". I" 

f: 

Ilf' *.t a' 

•t; '. * • 

i 1 

j , ,< s s* i 

I* • i - * 

>*;, 

n ’ 

1 -* * i < • i 

1 . . i * .* 1 

• r,’. :•! 1 

t ’ . J t »» 

t M ! 1 * * > 

. ... .*! 5 ' ’ 

* i . r 

!•*'*!?*! 

. * . .1 i 

.1 , 

I* -• ", 

• ! • ** i i. 1 


: ’U t 

■ * , *i, , 

h • 

. lS - *. 

1 « i * \ * * 

. , 

h - 

\ : / -1 f:» 

.* i 


. ! f-- 1* 

'1 i, 


, : 1 

’ ’ r, 

* ! 

r.* -* | 


\ * 

V.'a- 

,i 

. t ) 

- * 

* ’ . < - <; 

> *, 

1 .- 

■> 

>’ t '!• 

» f t * 

*’ * - u. 

1 • \ 

, i . V 

’ll * 

r-d '.*** 

; 1 

s, , * , 

, 1 r ’ 

- • 

■**[■'*. 

• * i: i • ' 

* - 

*.. :>**. 

• .•*!*.{• 

. ’ . 

it. if* 

•••*! !!*, t - 

• **t 

*.*. tie ! 

* :o •• i 

t 

f 

* , *. • t £ 

-•1 

..!! f,*- 

! * . -. * < • t* 

\ ;**.*'.• 

,-Iti 

t’ 

* U% i 

[ r , * • -*l -t. 


.- h *>!'{£*• 

ti * t. ght 

.A 

tie Ill'll 

• a* it t* 

at. 1 

r* vj* dig 

• ■•id t*. th* *1 

;s,t. 

of affair*. 

U"k * 'it th** 

. t* 

r ri" ■ for 


dltti- 

inary • i-.U’ii- rat-..-i, t 
necessary parti'nilat:- in tin- • >*!i* <luh • f >r ,*.*••. 
in each house. The iv-nn i thus ; • •>*•, i \ 

hy sti] uriur oilicers lit unh r to . n*ui.* tt a. • •* 


tlu* preliminary r""<>nl mi as to ntal.i- it e., r r 
ns then existing. In ..tier wool*., tiny 
all persons who had iiii-ii or away sin*, th* j t. liminarr *-nutu*-ra- 

tion. and added fresh entries f< ir n.*w.eom.*r>* ;,j,d f, v . itu had 
been horn in the interval. Ton hi-.di prais.- ; |„. v *; Vl . u t*. them f«r 

the thorough manner in whieh tiny fulfill* *1 th. ir dtiti, and for their 
assiduity in making sure that there wen* m. ..missions. As an instance 
in point. I may quote the experience of a small aboriginal trih-. who 
feared that some mysterious evil might befall them if t!„v v.vre , .otmt.il. 
and (led from forest to forest, hut failed to ,s, ;il „ th,. "numerator.**. 
Mistakes were of course made, some of which show |,»w simple-mind, d 
a fow of the enumerators are. One man solemnly eni-nd an idol in 
his schedule, and gave particulars of age, vi,.. -2(H) year.*, and of 
language, viz.. Hindi. Another recorded the language of a deaf-mute ns 
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atpat (an onomatopoeic word describing the sounds he emitted). A 
globe-trotter described his occupation or means o£ livelihood as that • 
o£ a tourist. 

In many cases the enumerators had to face great difficulties, not 
the least of which was the danger of work in plague-infected areas, 
where they felt that they were fulfilling their duties at the risk of 
their lives. Many ' died of plague while engaged in the preliminary 
enumeration, and others on the day of the census itself. The local 
officers had the greatest difficulty in finding successors, often 'at a 
moment’s notice ; and as those who were appointed could scarcely be 
expected to take over the dead men’s papers, the work in some cases 
had to be done over again. Elsewhere enumerators were exposed to 
attacks from wild animals in the jungles. One man who had left his 
home on account of the ravages of a man-eating tiger, but volunteered 
to show the enumerator the way to his old village, was canned off by 
the tiger just as he reached its outskirts. 

The day after the census the preparation of the provisional totals 

was taken in hand, i.e., the entries on the 

Pr.o\ ision’ai. tota -s. schedules were totalled up to ascertain the 

number of males and females and the aggregate population. This may 
seem a simple matter, but in Bengal (as constituted at the time of the 
census) it involved the collection of over a third of a million men at 
various centres and the compilation of figures for each census division. 

It is by no means easy to do this quickly where distances are great 
and the means of communication few. Nor is it easy to ensure accuracy 
when, as among the Santals, the enumerators are ignorant of the 
elementary principles of calculation, many not being able to post figm-es 
above 100. Lastly, there is the danger of loss or destruction of papers. 
In one district the provisional totals were delayed by one enumerator 
not having compiled his totals. The Subdivisional Officer went to the 
spot and found that the enumerator’s house had been burnt on the night 
of the census, and with it the census papers and two of his wives. 
His block had of course to be censused again. 

In spite of these and other difficulties, the provisional totals for the 
whole of Bengal were despatched within a week after the census. 
Their speedy collection and despatch are due to the excellent organization 
effected by the District Officers, the employment of all available means 
of transport (one of the most useful being the bicycle), and the indomit- 
able energy of the census staff. In the Patna State the figures had 
to be despatched by couriers to the nearest telegraph station, a distance 
of 76 miles, and in Kalahandi they had to be sent 114 miles : in the 
latter State the authorities had, in the words of the Political Agent, 

“ to deal with 1,200 square miles of the most awful country inhabited 
by the wildest of Khonds.” The totals of these two States were 
wired on the 13th and 15th March, respectively. In the Darjeeling 
district the figures for the people living on a mountain 12,000 feet high 
and 50 miles distant from head-quarters reached Darjeeling within 36 
hours of the census. In Singhbhum again many of the census staff 
~ had to march at night through forests infested by man-eating tigers 
carrying torches to scare them away, and completed in 10 hours 
marches which, as a rule, take two days. Bad weather had to be faced 
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in soino places. The District Census Officer of one Bengal district 
reports that, the men hail to travel through a violent hail-storm and 
came in late at night, “all with hurts and bruises, but with the circle 
summaries and enumeration books dry. 1 had to give up the idea of 
sending any special messenger to head-quarters on such a fearful night, 
and early next morning I acted as special messenger myself and plied 
mv hike on a muddy road of .‘!2 miles and carried in the provisional 
totals safe.” In this and other eases the reports are reminiscent of “ How 
they brought the good news from Ghent. to Aix.” 

Tho final results were obtained by compilation and tabulation, of 

which there are three stages, viz., slip-eopving, 
CoMrii.vruix ami tawi-atiov. . , ... 

sorting and compilation. 

Slip-copying is the ) recess of copying the entries in the schedules 
on to slips. A separate slip is used for each of the persons enumerated, 
so that So million sli\s had to lie used for the population dealt 
with in this rtq ort ; hut much labour is saved by the use of slips 
of different colours to indicate religion, of symbols to indicate sex and 
of abbreviations for the actual entries in the sehe lules. As in 1 1)01 , 
the greater part of the slip-copying was carried out in district offices. 
The slips when ready wore sent to the central offices, where the 
sorting and subsequent operations required for the preparation of the 
final tables were carried out. In the central offices arrangements were 
made for copying the slips of the districts in which they were situated, 
together with some or all of the slips for other districts where 
there wore difficulties in tho way of getting the work done locally. 
For instance, the slit s of Angul and the Orissa Feudatory States were 
copied at the Cuttack central office besides those for Cuttack : at 
this office no less than G million slips were on. io 1. At one time 
the copying staff' in the Bengal offices (excluding those in Eastern Bengal) 
numbered over 3,000. the total outturn in the week being nearly 10 
million sli] s, and the daily average j er man ollO. The average 
is remarkably high, considering that tho work had to be done in tho 
height of the hot weather, and in some cases, where buildings could 
not he secured, in tents or verandahs. 

Sorting is the process of arranging the slips under the heads re- 
quired for the various final tables, counting the slij s as thus arranged 
and entering the number on forms provided for tbo purpose, which are 
called sorters’ tickets. This operation was performed in the central 
offices, of which there were seven for the area dealt with by me. 
They were situated at the following ] laces and sorted for the popula- 


tion noted against each, viz., Berhamporc (9 millions). Bhagalpur (7j 
millions), Cuttack (9 millions), Gaja (6J millions), Hazaribagh (5j mil- 
lions), Hooghly (10 millions) and Patna (9£ millions). While sorting 
was in progress, inquiry was made into doubtful entries, which often 
raise questions which it is difficult to solve. One tribe, for instance, was 
entered as Jhar JIanjhi, he., men of the woods, or Makarkhia, he., 
monkey-eaters. On inquiry it was ascertained that they went by no 
othei name, and that tliej did not know their original habitat and could 
only give an account of their recent wanderings. Specimens of their 
language were then obtained, and it was ascertained that they were 
Birhors, which also means men of the woods. 



Sorting was followed by compilation, " or tbo process of com- 
bining the figures in the sorters’ tickets, so as to obtain the totals 
for the district. The compilation registers, in which the figures wore 
entered, were despatched as soon ns they wore ready to my office, whore 
a detailed examination of the statistics was carried on!, doubtful entries' 
checked and discrepancies inquired into. This is an operation of the 
greatest • importance, as errors in compilation affect not merely units, 

but hundreds and thousands: After this the tables wore prepared and 
the report was written. The statistics arc numerous enough, hut 

some desired to utilize the census record still further. One Bengali 

gentleman wanted copies of all the entries — 1£ million in number — that 
were made in the schedules for members of his caste. Another Bengali 
gentleman calmly asked for the names and addresses or all literate 
persons in the province, in order that advertising circulars might he 
sent to them. He naively pointed out that this would swell the postal 
revenue besides developing trade. 

The accounts of . census expenditure were maintained separately 

for the provinces or Bengal and Eastern 

Cost of thk cknscs. ° 

Bengal and Assam during the two years 

1910-12. and jointly for Bengal and Bihar and Orissa in 1912-13. 
Divided proportionately according to the population or the two provinces as 
now constituted, the aggregate cost, is Rs. 2.07,322-10-8 for Bengal and 
Rs. 2,05,550-10-11 for Bihar and Orissa, representing an incidence of 
Rs. 5-12-1 and Rs. 5-5-7 respectively per head of the population. The 
average cost is higher than in 1901 owing mainly to the fact that wages 
have risen in the interval, so that the staff engaged in compilation and 
tabulation had to be paid more. Additional expenditure, moreover, had 
to be incurred in consequence of the repartition of Bengal, which neces- 
sitated the compilation of revised statistics for tbo two provinces. 

I cannot acknowledge too fully the services of the large body of 

privato individuals and Government officers who 

ACK.SOWI.KIKIJIFJ.TS. 

conducted the census and brought it to a 
successful conclusion. The census laid a heavy burden on the District 
Officers and their subordinate stab, which they loyally boro without 
increase of establishment. Their self-sacrifice materially helped to keep 
down the cost of the operations. My grateful acknowledgments are 
further due to a large number of official and non-official gentlemen for 
interesting reports on ethnological arid sociological questions, which have 
been freely drawn upon in this report. ] also desire to mention tho 
good work done by tho Presidency Jail Press, under the suporvison of 
Mr. J. Gray, in printing and despatching tho forms which were used 
at various stages of tho operations. Their aggregate number exceeded 
70 millions, and they had to the printed in six different characters, viz., 
English, Bengali, Kaithi, Devanngari, Oriya and Nepali Hindi : somo' 
Tebetan forms were also printed by the Secretariat Press at Darjeeling. 

My special thanks are due to the following Deputy Magistrates and 
Deputy Collectors for the services which they rendered as Deputy 
Superintendents of Census in charge of tho central census offices men- 
tioned against their names : — Baku Brajendra Nath Ray (Hooghly), Babu 
Nilmani Dey (Bhagalpur), Babu Mamnatha Nath Sen (Cuttack), Maulvi 
Abdul Kadir Khan (Patna), Babu Anadi Ranjan Bose (Gaya) and 
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Ihihu Krishna 1 5 opal (lliosh (Uorhnmpore). Much useful work was also 
done by my Head (Mori;, llahu llnrondrn Krishna Mitrn, whoso previous 
experience wan a valuable asset. Lastly, I am greatly indohtod to Jlahu 
Naha tJnuranga llasal:, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy ( ,'olleotor, who, 
as my Personal Assistant, was closely associated with me in the prepara- 
tion of the tables and of the report. Two of the chapters and part of 
a third were written in collaboration with him, and all the diagrams, 
maps and subsidiary tables were pre| a red under his supervision. 
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ENGAL, BIHAR AND ORISSA, 

AND 

SIKKIM, 1911. 


CHAPTER I. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION. 


At the census of 1901 the Presidency of Bengal and the Province 

of Bihar and Orissa (exce] t Sambalpur and five 
Administrative riiAvuss. Feudatory States) were included in the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of Bengal, a Province extending over 196,408 square miles 
and containing a population of 78,493,410 persons. The government of 
such a large and populous territory had long been a task of increasing 
difficulty owing to the growth of population — in 30 years it had increased 
by over 26 millions — the commercial, industrial and educational develop- 
ment of the country, and the increase in the number and complexity 
of its administrative problems. It had been realized for some years that 
the Province was too large .for a single administration, and eventually 
in 1905 a partition, accompanied bv transfers of territory between it 
and the adjoining Provinces, was carried into effect. A new Province, 
called Eastern Bengal and Assam, was constituted, which included Assam 
and a considerable portion of the old Province of Bengal, viz., the 
Divisions of Dacca, Chittagong and Bajshahi (except Darjeeling), the 
district of Malda and the State of Hill Tippera. The five Feudatory 
States of Jashpur, Surguja, Udaipur. Korea and Uhangbhakar were at 
the same time transferred to the Central Provinces, while the district 
of Sambalpur (with the exception of two zamindaris) and the Feudatory 
States of Patna, Sonpuv, Kalahandi, Bainra and Rairakhol wore transferred 
from the Central Provinces to Bengal. The Province of Bengal, as constituted 
after these changes, extended over 148.592 square miles, and contained 
a population, according to the census of 1911, of 57.206,430 persons. The 
results anticipated from the partition not having been altogether realized, 
another scheme of reconstruction, accompanied by organic changes' in the 
system of government, was determined npon. By this second partition 
which took effect on 1st April 1912. Bihar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa 
(f.e., the" whole Province of Bengal as constituted after 1905 with the 
exception of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, the district of Darjeeling 
and the State of ’Cooch Bella r) wore formed into a separate Province under a 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, Assam was restored to its former position 
as a Chief Commissionership, and the remainder of the Province of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, the district of 
Darjeeling and the State of Cooch Behar were created a Presidency under 
a Governor in Council. 

Sikkim was under the Government * of Bengal until 1906, when the 
control of its affairs was taken over by the Government of India. The 
figures for this State are therefore given separately and not included in those 
for Bengal, as in 1901. 


2 


CHAPTER I. — DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION. 


AREA AND POPULATION. 


2. The Presidency of Bengal contains a population of 46,305,642’ 
_ persons, and extends over 84,092 square miles. 

SGAL ' of which 5,393 square miles are in the States 

of Cooeh Behar and Hill Tippeva, and the remainder constitute the Burdwan, 
Presidency. Bajshahi. Dacca and Chittagong Coinmissionerships or adminis- 
trative Divisions. Though somewhat smaller than Great Britain, it contains 
nearly a million more inhabitants than the whole of the British Isles. 
Compared with other Provinces in India, it is ‘a little larger than the Central 
Provinces excluding Berar, and it has the greatest population next to- 
the United Provinces (48,014,080), being closely followed by Madras with 
46.217,245 inhabitants. Throughout almost its whole extent it is a low- 
lying alluvial plain, the southern portion of which is formed by the united 
deltas of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, while the northern portion consists 
of the valleys of these great rivers and their tributaries. Whether physical 
conditions, the character of the people and their language are considered, 
the Presidency is. with a few exceptions, remarkably homogeneous, but for 
pra ctical purposes it may be treated as consisting of four natural Divisions,, 
viz., Western, Central, East and North Bengal, of which a brief account will 
be found later in this chapter. 


Comparative AREA DENSITY and POPULATION of some Provinces 

and Countries. 
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3. The Province of Bihar and Orissa has an area of 111,829 square 
Bihar and Orissa. miles 5> lld » population of 38,435,293 persons. Its 

area is slightly smaller than that 01 Austria 
(115,903 square miles), and a little greater than that of Italy (110,550 square 
miles), while its population is very little less than that of France (39,252,245). 
The largest Province in India next to Burma. Madras and Bombay, its 
population is only exe°eded by that of Bengal, Madras and the United 
Provinces. It consists of the Divisions or Coinmissionerships of Patna, 
Tirlmt, Bhagalpur, Orissa and Cliota Nagpur, and of the Orissa and Chota 
Nagpur Feudatory States. The five Divisions, which have an area of_83,181 
square miles and a population of 34,490,084. arp the same as in 1901, with the 
following exceptions. The Orissa Division had the district of Sambalpuv 
added to it in 1905, when the first partition of Bengal was effected. The 
district of Malda was at the same time transferred from the Bhagalpur Divi- 
sion to the Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, whence it lias been 
retransferred to Bengal. In 1908 the Patna Division was reconstituted, the 
North-Gauge tic districts of Saran, Champaran, Muzaffarpur and Davbhanga 
being formed into a new Division known as Tirlmt, while the districts of 
Patna, Gaya and Sliahabad on the south of the Ganges were formed into 
another Connnissionersliip, which retained the name of the Patna Division. 
Owing to the transfers which took place in 1905, the Orissa Feudatory States, 
which in 1901 contained 17 States, now contain 24 States, the five 
States of Patna, Ivalahandi, Sonpur. Bamra and Rairakhol being added 
from the Central Provinces, and two other States. Gang-pur and Bonai. 





AREA AND POPULATION. 


.from the Chota Nagpur States. Owing to this loss and to the transfer 
to the Central Provinces of 

Area in sqnnrc milts. , Popmatlon. Jashpur, Surguja, UdaipUV, 

, 1 Korea and Changbhakar, the 

isoi. ! Ian. } ii»i. ! Mu. Chota Nagpur States now con- 

_ - sist only of the two small States 

Orlt'-a Feudatory- Stated ... 14.3,7 =*,0.3 , 1,947,302 3.733.333 - Qf KharSUWail aild SaVaikela. 

Chota Xagpur States - 13.014 C03 | 1.001,^0 143.dC T]le ef fc ct Q f theSO Changes is 

sliown in the marginal table. 

Unlike Bengal, tlie Province of Bihar and Orissa is wanting in homo- 
geneity. It consists of three sub-provinces, Bihar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa, 
which have different languages and land systems, while their physical con- 
figuration and the character of their peoples are entirely distinct. 

4. Bihar, which for administrative purposes is divided between the 

Patna, Tirhut and Bhagalpur Divisions, extends 
BlHA "' over 42,361 square miles, and has a population of 

23,752.968 persons, or nearly 10 millions more than the Central Provinces and 
Berar. Physically it consists of the eastern portion of the Gangetic valley, 
which is bounded on the north by the lower spurs of the Himalayas and on the 
south by the Chota Nagpur plateau. It is an alluvial plain watered and 
drained by the Ganges and its tributaries, such as the Gandak. Son, Gogri and 
Ivosi, which sometimes sweep down in disastrous floods. The climate is drier 
“than in Bengal, and the rainfall is not only lighter, but more capricious, 
its vicissitudes exposing the country, especially to- the north of the Ganges, 
"to periods of scarcity, which occasionally culminate in famine. Rice is the 
main harvest, but heavy crops of maize, wheat and barley aro also raised. 
The people are sturdy cultivators, clinging to their lands with grim tenacity ; 
their industries and manufactures are of little economic importance. A little 
over 30 years ago they were described by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
as “ poor helpless discontented men, bound down to a state of extreme depres- 
sion and misery, tenants of the richest Province in Bengal, yet the poorest and 
most wretched class we find in the country.” The monopoly of agriculture, 
the excessive dependence of the cultivators on the winter rice crop, the 
precariousness of that crop, rack-renting and the oppression of landlords, made 
it difficult for the people to accumulate reserves on which they could fall back 
in a year of crop failure. Since then, the security of tenure, and the protec- 
tion against arbitrary enhancement of rents, afiorded by the Bengal Tenancy 
Act and the preparation of a record-of-rights, together with the extension 
of railways, have worked what may almost be described as an agrarian and 
•economic revolution. Bihar has now passed from a condition of recurring 
famines to one in which, though the pinch of high prices is felt, widespread 
famine due to the actual absence of food is only a grim memory. In times 
•of scarcity both cultivators and labourers display staying powers which 
were previously unknown, while the pressure of high prices is relieved by the 
ajmual migration of landless labourers to centres of industry, arid by the 
remittances made by them to their families. 

5. Chota Nagpur, which includes the Division of that name and the 

petty States of Kharsawan and Saraikela. extends 
Chota Nam'ur. over 27.679 square miles, and has 5,754,008 

inhabitants, or nearly half as many as Burma. It is an upland plateau which 
forms the north-eastern portion of the table-land of Central India. The 
•surface is undulating and hilly, and a large part is still covered by jungle, in 
which the sal tree (Sliorea robusta) predominates. Cultivation is mainly 
•confined to the valleys and the depressions between the ridges, which are 
enriched by the detritus washed down from above : laborious terracing is 
necessary to make rice cultivation possible on the slopes. The rainfall is 
about the same as in Bihar, but owing to the broken undulating surface the 
rain runs off rapidly, and artificial irrigation is necessary to bring the rice crop 
“to maturity. Failures of the harvest occur periodically, but scarcity does not 
press severely on the people, as they are mostly hardy aboriginals, who, even in 
times of prosperity, have recourse to edible jungle products, such as the fruit 
of the mahua tree, and can manage to subsist under conditions which would 
, result in famine among the cultivators of the plains. For centuries this hilly 
“tract remained almost a terra incognita, outside the sphere of administration of 
■the Mughal Government, which saw little hope of revenue from its barren 
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forest-clad hills. It was part of the Jharkhand or jungle land, a name given 
to the whole country stretching from Birbhum andManbhum to Central India, 
and from the fort of Rohtasgarh in Shahabad to the borders of Orissa. The 
Mughals exercised only a nominal suzerainty over the native chiefs and, 
except for a few punitive expeditions, rarely penetrated its recesses, remain- 
ing content with a tribute of a few diamonds from the Chief of Kokrah 
(Ranchi).* It is still the home of non-Aryan tribes, who were never com- 
pletely subjugated till the advent of the British, and. as stated in the last Census 
Report, u have preserved an individuality in respect of tribal organization, 
religion and language, which their congeners in the plain have long since lost-’’ 

6. Orissa, with an area of 41,789 square miles and a population of 

0nisgA 8,928,316 persons, is by far the largest but most 

mSiU ' sparsely populated sub-province. It corresponds to 

the Orissa Division and the Orissa Feudatory States, and consists of two 
distinct portions, viz., a low-land tract along the sea board and a hilly interior. 
The former tract, which comprises the districts of Cuttack, Balasore and Puri, 
is a delta formed by the Mahanadi, Baitarani. Brahmani and other, rivers 
debouching into the Bay of Bengal. The greater part of this alluvial delta was 
under the direct control of the Mughals, and formed the Mughal bandi or crown 
lands, from which the Mughals obtained a regular revenue. On the collapse 
of their power, it passed under the domination of the Marathas, and did not 
come under British rule until 18'03. It has been throughout its history a 
tract difficult of access, having little communication with the rest of 
north-eastern India ; it is only within recent years that it has been con- 
nected by rail with Madras on the south and Bengal on the north. Owing 
largely to this isolation, the people have social characteristics and a caste 
system different both from that of Bengal and that of Madras, while their 
language (Oriya) has but few foreign elements. The interior of Orissa 
forms an elevated plateau with occasional higher hills, some of which reach 
sub-temperate altitudes. In tin’s hinterland there are two British districts, 
viz. Sambalpur, the suzerainty of which was ceded by the Marathas in 1826, 
but which only came under direct British rule in 1849, and Angui, part of 
which was annexed in 1847, and the remainder, known as the Khondmals, 
in 1855. The rest of .the country is 'under the rule of Feudatory Chiefs, 
who. protected from invasion by the nature of the country, were nominally 
subject to the Mughals and Marathas, but otherwise remained independent. 
Their subjects are mainly forest and hill tribes, or semi-Hinduized aborigines, 
who have been but little affected by outside influences. 

7. Sikkim, with an area of 2.818 square miles is smaller than an a verage 

district in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, while its 
IKKIM ' population is less than that of any district in the two 

Provinces. Within its narrow limits it presents almost every conceivable 
condition of climate, tropical, temperate and alpine, the mountains running up 
beyond the snow line, the valleys sinking to 1,000 feet above sea level. At the 
higher altitudes arctic cold prevails ; the valleys have a moist, hot and 
enervating climate. The rainfall in the south is very heavy : at the capital, 
Gangtok, it averages 133 inches in the yeai - , but in the drier valleys to the 
north it falls to 20 inches or less. From about 7,000 up to 14,000 feet which 
is the limit of tree growth, the country is under virgin forest and uninhabited, 
except for occasional settlements of graziers. The' population is almost 
exclusively confined to the valleys, slopes, and ridges below 7,000 feet, that 
being the highest level at which maize, the staple food of the people, comes to 
maturity. This and other crops, such as millets and pulses, are generally 
raised by means oijhuming. J he forest is cut or burnt down, and a crop 
raised from the denuded surface for two years in succession, the land lying 
fallow for the succeeding eight years. When all the forest on his holding 
has been destroyed, the peasant -resumes cultivation on the patch he first 
cleared, cutting and burning down any forest growth and scrub that may 
have sprung up in the meantime. At the lower levels, i. e., below 4,000 feet, 
rice is grown by means of wet-terracing. The hill side is carved out into 
terraces, the outer edge of which is banked up to a height of about one 
foot ; a channel is led from the nearest stream to the topmost terrace, from 
which it runs down to the terraces below, each of which is irrigated 

° H. Bloetimann, Note's from Muhammadan Historians, J. A. S. B., V I. XL., 1871. 



AKKA AND rorn.ATlOX. 


o 


in turn. Tin* population is a mixed one, consisting of Bhorias. Lepehas and 
Nepalese. The Bhntias. who are mainly graziers, live at the higher elevations. 
The Lepehas are a timid peaceful race of cultivators found in the lower part 
of the Tista valley and its affluents. Unable to face the cold, they favour 
the warmth of the valleys, where they lead a somewhat lazy life. The 
Nepal ese. who are found mainly in the south and nest of Sikkim, are 
the most thrifty and enterprising cultivators in the State, and are far more 
energetic and virile than tin* Lepehas. who give way to them whenever 
they come into contact. 

8. In the Imperial Tables the districts have been grouped together by the 

X.vrnt u. Divisions. administrative divisions known as Commissioner- 

ships. but this arrangement is not altogether 
convenient for discussing the main results of the census, the limits of Divisions 
having been fixed for administrative purposes and without regard to physical 
and ethnological considerations. In the Orissa Division, for instance, the 
Angul district is entirely different from the seaboard districts. The former 
is a hilly district with a non-Aryan population largely composed of Kandhs 
(Khotids) who till about 60 years ago practised human sacrifice. The latter 
are deltaic districts long under the domination of Brahmans, with an Aryan 
population, an old civilization and a peculiar caste system. The Bhagalpur 
Division again contains the Sonrhal Parganas. which physically is a part of the 
Ghota Nagpur Plateau, while its people are mainly Animistic .Santals and 
8auria Paharias. the latter of whom cling to the hill tope and are one of the 
most primitive races in the Province. _ In this report, therefore. and in the 
subsidiary tables attached to it. the districts are grouped together by natural 
divisions with physical and ethnical nmuities. The-? divisions are the 
same as those adopted in IDOL except that Sikkim, being no longer under 
the Government of Bengal, is not included in North Bengal, and that the 
Chota Nagpur Plateau now comprises the district of Sambalpur and the 
States transferred from the Central Provinces. whiL it excludes the States 
which, as mentioned in paragraph 6. have been detached from Bengal. 

!). The following statement shows the districts and States included 
each natural division : — 


m 


Xatcii.u. Domiiv 


f West Bengal 


Central Bengal 


D.'tgrj •: k 


1 1 


North Bengal 


l Ea=t Bengal 


f Bun! wan 
j Birhbum 
j Bunkum ... 

J Midnapore 
| Hooch ly 
[ Howrah 
f fM- Parganas 
I Calcutta ... 

\ Nadia 
j Mnrshidahad 
f Jessore ..." 

fKaishahi ... 

1 Bimijpnr ... 

! .lalp.ii car! 

* I'lv'dlil C 

•1 Bnnrpur ... 
i Burra 

* r.dma 
Mu Ida 

i C-‘- B-iair 
' ] 

*T • • v* V t 

V 

C '■ 

Oi 


j 

i 

i 

}• Presidency 




Co -Vi, 


7% 


■ Cidv- '• 


K. 



fi 


niAnr.i: i. — DiH'ii’.iiirnnN nr 'ini: form. .vi ion. 


N ati ii \t. im i .in' 


North Biluir 


South Bihar 


Orissa 


DMrif'ft 

nml 

lUalt*. 

Haraii 

('hampaian 
Mu/.itHiirpur 
1 hirbluinga 
Bluigalpiir 
Purncii 

Pal im 

(Java 

Shahuhufl 

Monghrr ... 


f Cuttack 

... HalaMOi 
[ Puri 


Cliota Nagpur Plateau 


H i7.ariha”h 
I v : 1 1 1 < - 1 1 i 
Palamail ... 
Muuhhuut 
Singhhhuni 

Pout hal P.irg.mns 

Angul 
Sainbalpur 
A tli^'arli 
A t limallil; 

Batura 
Bamtuha ... 

Baud 

Bonai 

DaspaBa ... 

Dhcnlcanal 

(iangpur ... 

Ilindol 

Kalahundi 

Keonjluir 

Khoudpara 

Mayurbhanj 

Nnrsinghpur 

Nava uarh 

Nilgiri 

Pal Laliaru 

Patua 

Bairakhol 

Paupur ... 

Sonpur 

Talcher ... 

Tigiria ... 

Sami kola ... 

. Kliarsnwan 


I >* vJ-Sor ■ 

1X1, \ 

{ 


'J’i rh ut. 


| Uhn/'alpur. 


Patna. 


Bhagalpur. 


| ( )ri«sa. 


Cliota Nagpur. 


Bhagalpur. 


| Oris-a. 


Oris«a Feudatory 
States. 


1 Chota 
J States. 


Nagpur 


DENSITY OF POPULATION. 

10. Statistics of the area, population, towns, villages and occupied 
houses of each district are given in Imperial Table I. Provincial Table I, 
winch will be found at the end of the volume of Imperial Tables, gives similar 
gures for thanas, together with percentages of variation Since 1891 and the 
ensi y pei square mile in 1911. Attached to this chapter are seven subsidi- 
SS? showing— (0 statistics of density, water-supply and crops. 
distribution of the population classified according to density, (tit) the distribu- 
tion of the population between towns and villages, (tv) the number per mille 
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population of which too given in tin* margin. 


live in tmvim, (v) towns 
classified by popula- 
tion. in) density and 
variations in the popu- 
lation of cities, and 
ten’ the number of 
persons per house and 
of house- per square 
mile. As indicated in 
paragraph ti, those 
subsidiary table*, show 
the districts by natural 
divisions, tlic aiva and 



11. IJontf.d. with an average deiis-ity of .*>.'>1 person- to the square mile 

is far more t hi *kly populated than any Furopean 
eoimtry, eseept Belgium ami Fnglami. Its den- 
sity would le* even greater wine it not for tin* large area occupied by 
hills, rivers, swamps ami e-tnari**-. which cause the net <*M raonlinary 
variations within comparatively uairow limit-, tim* < 1 i-r rut tn the same 
nntunil division may be deti-ely p*>j>ulate<l. ami an -t ber support less than 
half tin* number : even in tin* same di-trict one tbana may contain a teeming 
population, ami another have a few inhabitant- -ratten-. 1 ..ver it- surface*. 
For instance, the . 21-Parg.mas supports fit);* per-on- per Mptuiv mile, lint 
tin* adjoining di-triet of Khtilua only -•''7; if we exclude the uninhabited 

fore-t are.-i in the Niunlar- 
b.*uis. a labyrinth of tidal 
river.-, swampy forests and 
half-submerged islands, 
their dcii-ity is T7(i and 
ft I ft respectively. In Fast- 
en! lieiigal the district of 
Ikieea ha- 1 .015(5 persmie 
p**r square mile, but in tbs 
( ’liittagongl lilt Tracts each 
square mile supports only 
.’>() people. In Western 
Bengal. again, 1 .Sat) persons 
per square milt* arc found 
in Howrah, and -l.'M in 
Bankura. Owing totlicso 
variations the conditions 
of oacli natural division and district will be discussed in some detail. 

12. In the Presidency ns a whole the pressure on the soil is less in 
K ortli Bengal and Fast Bengal, where there are few big cities or large indus- 
tries, than in Central Bengal and West Bengal, which contain tho populous 
cities of Calcutta and Howrah and the metropolitan diM riots of llooglily and 
tin* 2-1-Parganas. Central Bengal, with 63-1 persons per square mile, has the 
greatest density of population, and is closely followed by \\ est Bengal with 
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C07 to the square mile. In North Bengal the ratio is 522, and in East 
Bengal 516 per square mile. No less than one-fourth, however, of the area 
included in the latter division is accounted, for by Hill Tippera and the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, whose jungle-covered hills contribute only one-fiftieth 
of its population. If these two tracts are left out of account, the ratio in East. 
Bengal rises to 674 to the square mile and is higher than in any other division. 

The most congested district, is Howrah, in which, as already stated ' 
each square mile supports 1,850 persons. The only other district with a 
density of over 1,000 is Dacca, hut two more districts (Hon ghly and Tippera) 
have over 000 persons per square mile. Five districts, and the* '"two 
States of Couch Behar and Hill Tippera. support less than 500 persons per 
square mile. The scantiest population is found in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
where, density does not exceed 80 per square mile. 

13. West Bengal extends along the right hank of the Bhagirathi (or 

Wf>t Bvniwi Hnqghly. as the river is called in its lower reaches).' 

11 1 ■ and approaches the Chota Nagpur Plateau on the 

west, while on tin* south it is hounded by the Bay of Bengal. It consists 
of two distinct zones, one a semi-aquatic- rice plain, the other a rolling upland 
country. The portion included in the Hooghlv and Howrah districts, and 
in the east of Kurd wan. Midnapore and Bankura, is an alluvial plain formed 

by the Bhagirathi, Dainodar, 
Ajav and Rupnarayan rivers. . 
The soil is fertile and hears 
heavy crops of rice, hut the 
climate is damp and enervating, 
jungle grows thick and fever 
is rife. The country is but 
little raised above sea level, and 
is intersected by rivers, many 
of which are now silted up. , 
while the beds of others are 
being gradually raised by the 
annual deposition of silt. Be- 
tween the rivers are swampy 
depressions, and a large area is 
waterlogged. Urban or semi- 
urban conditions prevail along 
the bank of the Hooghlv from 
Chiitsura on the north to 
Howrah on the south. In this 
riparian strip of land town fol- 
lows town with scarcely a break, 
and the development of manu- 
factures in the last half century 
has converted it into a busy 
industrial centre. The remain- 
der of the tract is higher in 
elevation and consists of rolling 
country with a laterite soil, 
which in the west includes the 
eastern fringe of the Chota Nagpur Plateau. A poor ferruginous soil and hard 
beds of laterite here take the place of the fertile deltaic detritus, and wide 
expanses of scrub-jungle are found instead of the closely-tilled village lands 
of the east. Instead of containing a well-educated population of Hindus and 
Muhammadans, this western tract is comparatively thinly inhabited by races 
or castes of a less advanced type, into whose constitution an aboriginal or 
semi-Hinduized element enters. Rural conditions generally prevail, there 
being few towns or industries of any importance except in the Asansol 
subdivision of the Burdwau district, where the coal-fields have attracted a 
large immigrant population. 

14. The most populous districts are Howrah and Hoogbly. which are 
entirely alluvial, and then follow, in order, Burdwau. Midnapore. Birbhuiri 
and Bankura. in all of which there are under 600 persons to the square mile. 
Howrah city alone contains nearly one-fifth of the total population of the 
Howrah district, but even if it is excluded, the average per square mile is 
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1.525 and exceeds that returned by any other district in the Presidency. 
This teeming population is due to the neighbourhood oi' Calcutta and the 
number of jute mills, cotton mills, engineering and other industrial works 
clustered along the bank of the Hooglily. Density is high even in rural 
tracts, no tliana having less than 1,293 persons per' square mile, while Dumjor 
has 2,212 — an astonishingly high figure, for, though this tliana adjoins 
Howrah city, part of the land is marshy and uncultivable. In the Sadar 
subdivision, which contains the city of Howrah and most of the manufactur- 
ing works, density is more than twice us great as in the Uluberia subdivi- 
sion to the south, which is more purely agricultural. The density of the 
distinct has risen by nearly 50 per cent, since 1872, and even in the last 
decade there has been an increase of 182 persons per square mile. This 
growing pressure on the soil is due not only to industrial expansion, but also 
to the drainage oi swampy areas, a large scheme affecting over half its area 
having been carried out since 1891. Dumjor and Jagatballabhpur tlianas, 
which have especially benefited by it, show an increase of 268 and 198 per 
square mile in these twenty years, though the former’ was already densely 
populated. The population is most scanty in Anita, the drainage of which 
was proposed as long ago as 1873. but which still remains partially water- 
logged and liable to inundation. 

In Hooglily the highest density is found in the Serampore subdivision, 
where conditions are similar to those in Howrah, and where part of the 
land has been rendered cultivable by the Pankuni drainage scheme. The 
Serampore thana, which is a riparian strip containing five municipal towns, 
has as many as 5.098 persons per square mile, and, of the remaining four 
thanas, two have over 1,000 and two over 900 to the square mile. In the 
Hooglily subdivision to the north the people congregate thickly along the 
Hooglily as far as Tribeni, but in the low-lying, unhealthy country inland 
the average falls below 550. In the Arambagh subdivision the density varies 
according to the nature of the soil, the alluvial tract having an average 
density of 838 and the laterite uplands of Goghat only 677. 

15. The relatively low density characteristic of lateritic soil is 
further exemplified in the Asansol subdivision of Burdwan, where the ratio is 
under 400 in Ausgram and Kaksa. In other lateritic areas the develop- 
ment of the coal-fields has led to a large influx of labour, and Asansol. 
with 887 persons to the square mile, is the most thickly populated thana in 
the district. In the alluvial portion the population is fairly evenly distributed, 
the pressure on the soil being greatest in the Katwa and then in the 
Kalna subdivision, both of which lie along the Bhagirathi. 

There is a very uneven distribution of the people over the 5,186 square 
miles that make up the Midnapore district. The eastern half of the district, 
which is alluvial, is thickly populated, while the west of the district, which 
has a lateritic soil covered here and there with jungle, is sparsely inhabited. 
The most populous areas lie along the bank of the Rupnarayan and the 
estuary of the Hooghly, the maximum density being found in the Tamluk 
and Ghatal subdivisions (921 and 811 respectively’) , _ which lie along the 
Rupnarayan and consist of fertile rice plains. Contai. with 728 persons to 
the square mile, lies on the sea-coast to the west of Tamluk, and thei’e are 
large tracts of sandy or salt-impregnated soil. Conditions in the Sadar sub- 
division are very different. Two-thirds of it form part of the lateritic plateau 
running down from Manbhum, which cannot support a large population, for 
considerable areas are covered by sal forest and jungle. In this subdivision 
there are only 397 persons per square mile, while five thanas, which still 
retain the old name of Jungle Mahals, and cover 1.827 square miles or more 
than half the total area, have a mean density of under 300 to the square 
mile. 

In Birbhum the density of population decreases towards the west on the 
borders of the Sonthal Parganas, where the surface is barren and undulating, 
and increases towards the east, which is an alluvial fiat. It rises to over 
600 in the Rampur Hat subdivision, which is mainly a fei’tile rice plain, and 
it is less than 500 in the Sadar subdivision, the minimum (449) being reached 
in the Suri thana, which is an undulating tract with a sterile soil. The 
difference between the density of the alluvial flats to the east and the uplands 
to the west is equally marked in Bankura. The Bankura subdivision, which 
is hilly and undulating, with large jungle tracts, has a density of only 389. 
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whereas in the Vishnupur subdivision, which is part of the deltaic country 
and almost, entirely under rice cultivation, there is an average of 560 to the 
square mile. 

16. Central Bengal consists of a portion of tho delta in which 
Cr.sTHu, lSrsr.Ai. procoss of land formation has ceased. It 

alluvial plain intersected hy numerous 
which formerly received a supply of water from the Ganges, and in their 
turn supplied and enriched the land with annual deposits' of silt. The 

in /lux of fresh water from 
the Ganges has ceased ex- 
cept in the rains, the result 
being that for the greater 
part of the year thoj' have 
no current, hut merely con- 
tain long stagnant stretch- 
es of water covered with 
vegetation. The banks of 
the rivers having been 
raised above the surround- 
ing country by the accu- 
mulation of silt, depres- 
sions are found between 
them, the fall from all direc- 
tions being towards the 
centre. Many of these 
depressions are of small 
size, hut others are 
practically inland lakes. 
Some are mere aecumula- _ 
tions of water upon low- 
lying ground, while others 
are natural drainage basins, 
the level of which does not 
admit of drainage. In some 
places these basins are on a 
fairly high level, and the 
central depression is under 
regular cultivation. Other 
depressions are water-logged, but can still be used for growing rice, while 
others again are always under water. n 

In the Division, as a whole, there are 634 persons to the square mile, 
but the density is increased by the large population of Calcutta ; if the 
latter be excluded, there are 565 persons per square mile. This is a high 
figure, when it is remembered that in the 24-Parganas the uninhabited forest 
area in the Sundarbans extends over 1.711 square miles or more than one-third 
of the whole district. Excluding this area, the 24-Parganas has an average 
density of 777 per square mile. In the remaining districts the pressure on 
the soil does not vary. very gve atly, there being 640 persons to the square mile 
in Murshidabad, 601 in Jessore and 580 in Nadia. 

17. In the 24-Parganas numerous towns with busy jute and cotton mills 
stretch along the whole length of the Hooghly from Garden Reach northwards. 
Away from its banks, however, the population is almost entirely rural and 
devoted to agriculture. Density in the different subdivisions varies accord- 
ingly, being as high as 1.540 in the Barrackpore subdivision, which is a 
narrow riparian strip crowded with municipal towns, factories and mills. In 
the Diamond Harbour subdivision the density is less than a third of this, and • 
in the Basirhat subdivision there are only 223 persons per square mile. Both 
these subdivisions, however, lie to the south and merge in the Sundarbans. 
The difference between conditions in the north and south is even more plainly 
seen in the thana returns ; no less than 19 thanas have more than 1,000 
persons per square mile, while in two (Mathurapur aild Husainabad). which 
extend into the Sundarbans, there are less than 100 per square mile. 

In Murshidabad the people cluster more closely in the alluvial country 
to the east of the Bhagiratlii than to the west, where the country is slightly 
undulating and the level is higher. The most densely populated thanas lie 
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along the hanks of the Bhagirathi, four of them having a density of over 
1,000. while four lhauas to the west have under 500 persons per square 
mile. In dess ore the average density of population is least in tho 
Bangaon subdivision to the south-west, when* the silting up of rivers has 
deprived the country of the fertilising deposits it formerly received. It gradu- 
ally increases as one proceeds from west to east, and reaches the maximum of 
710 in the Xarnil subdivision in the south-east. Here the rivers still have a 
flowing current, and one t liana contains no less than 897 persons per square 
mile. The Kushtia subdivision, a fertile tract lying between the Ganges and 
Mathahhanga. is by far the most populous part of Nadia. The scantiest 
population in that district is found in the Ilanaghat subdivision in the 
extreme south-east, in spite of the fact that it contains a larger urban popula- 
tion than any other subdivision. Klsewhere tin* inhabitants are fairlv evenly 
distributed, varying only from 521 to 551 per square mile. 

IS. North Bengal, lying from east to west between Pitmen and the 

Brahmaputra, and from north to south between 
. or.Tii l i.v.M.. the lower spurs of the Himalayas and the Ganges, 

a remarkably homogeneous area, except for tho hills portion of t.he 

Darjeeling district, which forms 
part of the Himalayas and is 
inhabited by Mongolian races, 
mostly (lescendants of immigrants 
from Nepal. In the north thorn 
is an unhealthy submontane 
tract, the Tarni. from which the 
country .gradually slopes south- 
wards in a wide alluvial plain 
watered hy tin* rivers flowing 
southwards from the Himalayas 
ami broken only by t In* Barind. 
This is a comparatively high holt 
of hit elite formation lying on tho 
confines of Dinajpur. Malda. Raj- 
shahi and Bogra, which grows 
only one crop. late rice, and which 
in consequence is subject to 
scarcity in years of di ficient rain- 
fall- The rest of the area has a 
rich soil of sandy loam, mainly 
under . rice, which accounts for 
two-thirds of the cultivated area, 
-lute is also grown extensively 
and covers one-tenth of the 
cropped area ; tea is raised in tho 
submontane tract, known as tho 
Dual's, in Jalpaiguri and tho 
Tarai in Darjeeling, as well ns on 
tho hills in the latter district, 
bxcept in the south-oast, com- 
munication is mainly by land, and 
, tho demand for speedy transport 

lias resulted m large’ railway extensions. 

19. In .most of the districts tho distribution of tho people is affected by 
the changes in tho river system which have taken place since 1787. The Tista 
once flowed south through the centre of North Bengal to moat tho Ganges, 
hut in that year it changed its course and cut out a new channel by which it 
found its way to the Brahmaputra. Owing to the vagaries of this groat river. 
North Bengal is full of silted river hods, which obstruct drainage and are 
largely responsible for the unhealthiness which prevails. Density is highest 
in the districts bordering on the Brahmaputra, viz., Pabna (772). Bogra (72-1) 
anC * Rangpur (68G) ; tho only other districts with over 500 por square mile 
are Kajshahi and Malda lying along tho Ganges. In tho case of both the 
Ganges and Brahmaputra the mean density of the districts rises according to 
their situation along the rivers’. downward course, and it has been suggested 
that this is due to their fertilizing powers increasing with the fall of the level 

- ~ 
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o£ the land. The least populous tracts arc Gooch Bohar, Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling to the north, of which the two latter have, large areas under forest, 

20. Density in the Palma district is highest in the Sirajganj subdivision, 
a fertile juto-growing tract, in which the drainage has not been obstructed by 
deserted river beds to the same extent as in the headquarters subdivision. 
Its average density (807 per square mile) is one-third greater than that 
of the latter subdivision, but there are extraordinary variations, the 
Shahzadpur thana supporting 1,209, anti the Raiganj thana only -190 persons 
to the square mile. The latter is an unhealthy tract over which malaria has 
a hold, and, moreover, the large lake known as Ghalan Bil occupies a consi- 
derable portion of it. The only thana in the Sadar subdivision in which the 
district average is exceeded is Mathura, which, lying in the angle between 
the Padma and the Brahmaputra, is specially benefited by the deposit of silt 
brought down by the rivers. 

In Bogra the scantiest population is found in the west of the district, 
which forms part of the elevated jiKisi’-laterito tract known as the Barind. 
The minimum ylo7) is reached in the Nherpur thana to the extreme south- 
west. when' a large area is still overgrown with jungle. The, mean density is 
double as high as this in the adjoining thana of Dhunot, which is traversed by 
flowing rivers and is one of the most fertile tracts in the district. Generally 
speaking, the population is very dense in the east of the district between the 
Karatoya and Dakopa rivers, where there is a rich alluvial soil in which jute 
is the main crop. 

21. Rangpur consists of a wide alluvial plain unbroken by natural eleva- 
tions of any kind. In the north there are extonsive sandy plains, .admirably 
suited to the cultivation of tobacco : the density of the Nilphamari subdivi- 
sion. which is comprised in this tract, is 758 per square mile. In the east the 
Kurigram and Gaibandha subdivisions are enriched by the deposits of silt 
brought down by the Brahmaputra : the density in the former is slightly 
below and in the latter considerably above the district average. The 
Gaibandha thana supports 1.188 persons per square mile, while less than half 
that number are found in the Shaghatta thana which adjoins it on the south. 
The least populous part of the district is the Sadar subdivision, which is at 
once more unhealthy and less fertile than the other subdivisions. 

Rajshahi is composed of four tracts with distinct agricultural conditions, 
viz. — v l) the tract along the bank of the Padma. which is subject to its direct 
fluvial action. (2) the Barind, on the north-west, with a juasf-laterite soil and 
a high undulating surface J3). a swampy water-logged depression on the 
east, and (4) the remainder of the district, which has neither the special 
advantages nor the disadvantages of the other three areas. The Sadar 
subdivision, wheih includes the whole of the first tract and portions of the 
second and fourth tracts, has the highest density in the district. Next comes 
Noagaon, in which two tlianas are comprised in the Bai-ind and two in the 
fourth tract. In the Nator subdivision, which includes the whole of the 
swampy tract and very small portions of the first and second tracts, the 
effects of unfavourable agricultural conditions are accenthated by the 
prevalence of malaria. This is consequently the least populous part of the 
district. 


22. Density varies greatly in the three tracts making up the Malda 
district, viz.. (1) the area, locally known as the Diara, which is fertilized 
by the Padma. (2) the older alluvium, which is not so fertile as the Diara,' 
and (3) the Barind, which is still less fertile. The tlianas are not exactly 

conterminous with these natural divisions, 
but the marginal statement clearly indicates 
the influence of the character of the soil on 
the distribution of population. The State 
of Cooch Behar is thinly populated, density 
nowhere rising above 552. Dinhata in the 
south and Haldibari in the extreme west 
support, on the average, 545 persons per 
square mile, but the mean density is reduced to 421 in the remainder of the 
State, and tails off to 359 in Tufanganj to the north-east, which is as yet not 
fully developed. In Dinajpur conditions are not favourable to any great 
density of population. It is not watered by either the Ganges or the Brahma- 
putra : its climate is unhealthy, and the south is covered by the high 
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:5l. fn Baokergunge t hi' (list rilmt.ion of the population is limited by the 
uncultivable area included in the Xundarbaiis. _ I be tract bordering the 
Smulavhaus, although fertile. is also backward in cultivation ami sparsely 
populated. the people being exposed to the dangers of cyclones and storm- 
wives As a result of those conditions, the density in I lumas Mathana. 
Amtali. (lolaeliipa and Ihiranadi falls below -MM), reaching t he minimum of 
°.")° in Amtali. 'I’he density gradually rises northward with variations due to 
focal causes, till the highest figure ‘is reached in the Sadar subdivision. 
Haclcergunge is’one of the most important rice-producing tracts in hast era 
lieiigal^and is capable of supporting a much larger population than it does at 
present. In Khulna the pressure on the soil gradually increases as one pro- 
ceeds from east to west. Satkhira on the east being the most and Hagerhat on 
the west the least populous subdivision. A number or t lianas merge in the 
Sundarbans, and lour contain odd persons or less per square mile. 

;yj. Both the (Miittagong Hill Tracts and the Hill Tippers consist 
largely of hills, which are unsuitable for plough cultivation. In tile former 
only f> per cent . of the total area is actually under cultivation, the aboriginal 
inhabitants living chiefly by jlnnin'itt/. Its population has increased during the 
past decade by 23 per cent. ."but in the three circles comprising the district 
the density varies only from -I to 12 persons per square mile. In Hill 
Tippora cultivation is more advanced, and agricultural conditions m the 
narrow strip of low land along the north-western and southern boundaries 
are similar to those in thi‘ adjoining British territory. 1 he density varies 
from 2a in Kaila Saliar to 1 26 in the Sadar subdivision, the average in the 
whole State being *>(> per square mile. 

33. The Province of Bihar and Orissa, with bit persons per square 

mile, though not so thickly populated ns the British 
Isles (where there are on the average .50 more por- 
uis a denser popitlat ion than (Germany. In British 

territory the mean 
density rises to 415 to the 
square mile. but the 
average for the Province 
is considerably reduced by 
the Orissa Feudatory 
States, which are ns big as 
Ireland and ns thinly 
peopled. the average 
density (Ido) being ex- 
actly tlii> same. The 
most populous district is 
Muzatl'arpwr (OB 7). which 
is closely followed by 
Bnrblianga (875). while 
the scantiest population 
is found in Angul (llh)- 
Density throughout the Province is determined bv the physical nature of the 
country and, in particular, by hills, forest, and water. Bihar is an alluvial 
tract, the northern portion of which is traversed by rivers debouching from 
the Himalayas: considerable areas are seamed by their old beds and flooded by 
their present channels. Immediately to the south-the hilly plateau of Chotn 
Nagpur rises above the plain. South of tho latter are the highlands of Orissa, 
and to the extreme south-east the deltaic districts of the Orissa Division lie 
between them and the Bay of Bengal. Even the alluvial stretches of South 
Bihar and the Orissa delta have a hilly backbone, and in the whole Province 
there are only four districts (Saran. Darbhanga. Muzafifarpur and Puvnea) ni 
which hills are conspicuous by their absence. The hills generally are either 
bav<£ rocky excrescences, or bear a thin sterile soil covered with forest. _ 

34. North Bihar, with 646 persons to the square mile, is the 

most congested tract, in the Province. To the 
‘ l! 1 extreme north there is, in some parts, a sub- 

montane strip, consisting mostly of prairie land and denuded forest, but 
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the remainder is a flat alluvial plain almostontirelv under cultivation. It is 
watered by a number of great rivers which have gradually raised their hods 

by the deposition 
of silt and flow on 
ridges slightly ele- 
vated above the 
general level of 
the country. Most 
of them are liable 
to overflow their 
banks after heavy 
rainfall in I he 
Nepal hills, and 
such inundations 
have been of in- 
creasing frequency 
and severity in ro- 
cent years. In the 
west cultivation 
is rendered preca- 
rious by the oscilla- 
, tions of tho Kosi. 

which, frequently changing its course, spreads over the land a layer of 
infertile sand that destroys its productive powers. The rainfall is ordinarily 
ample, the normal annual quantity being 53'36 inches, but it is capricious 
and its distribution frequently untimely, especially in the north of the Tirlmt 
Division, which has been described as the “ blackest of black spots on the 
famine map.” Here the cultivators are practically dependent on one crop, 
viz., winter rice. The population is dense, wages are low and rents high ; 
when the rains fail, distress ensues among the landless labourers, but is 
mitigated by their increasing readiness to leave their homos and obtain work 
and wages elsewhere. 

35. The pressure on the soil, especially in Saran, Muzafiarpur and 
Darbhanga, would be still greater were it not for the area occupied by 
rivers and marshes. Through the centre of Champaran extends a chain 
of 43 lakes, with an area of 139 square miles, winch mark an old bed of the 
Gandak and never entirely dry up. In tho other districts north of the Gangos 
there are numerous marshes ( chaurs ) and meres, which represent the doopor 
portions of old river beds or are formed by the troughlike depressions 
between the present river banks. They are generally full of water during the 
rains, when, they are filled by the floods of the Ganges and its affluents, and 
most contain some water even in the cold weather. In those which dry 
soonest, the ground, which retains abundant moisture, is cultivated with 
winter rice ; in others a precarious crop of early rice is raised before they are 
again flooded, or a long-stemmed variety is sown broadcast, which rises with 
the v ater and is reaped from boats, f hey are often of very large sixe, one 
in Saran having a length of 20 miles and attaining a breadth of 2 to 5 miles. 

36. These marshes, which confine the limits of human habitation, 
are mostly a legacy of the rivers debouching from the Himalayas. The 
vagaries of the same rivers are to-dav a barrier to tho expansion of cultivation. 
The most destructive is the Kosi. which is remarkable for the rapidity of 
its stream, the uncertain nature of its channel and the desolation caused 
by its floods. Between 1850 and 1875 this river, swinging to the west, 
cut into and overspread some 20 miles of country, turning fertile fields into 
wilderness of sand and swamp. Xathpur. a great grain mart in Bliagalpur. 
was swept away in 1S75, and two fertile -nar^anas in the north-east of that 
district have lost a considerable portion of their cultivable area. Similar 
devastation has taken place along both banks of the river down to its 
confluence with the Ganges, and. even in tracts not afiected by its inroads, 
the fear of its movements has driven back cultivation, the place of which 
has been taken by grass jungle. 

37. In Muzaffarpnr the greatest density is found in the Sitamarln sub- 
division to the north, where every tliana contains over 1.000 persons per 
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•10. In South Bihar the river.-. do not alVect tlie distribution o£ population 
to anything like tho sanio extent as in North Bihar. 
Sum Uni u: 'I'lio "mat rivers t o t ho nort h of t ho Ganges aro fed 

by tho Himalayas ; with tho oxcoption of tho Son those south of tho Ganges 

have hy no moans so 



largo a drainage area, for 
tlioy drain only a portion 
of tho Chota Nagpur Pla- 
teau. TJioy often come 
down in freshets after 
heavy rain, and occasion- 
ally sweep over the coun- 
try in their vicinity, hut 
tho area covered hy tho 
Hood is comparatively 
small, and they subside 
as quickly as they rise. 
Large demands are made 
on them for irrigation, and 
within a short time after 
tho rains they run dry. 
Away from the flange*, 
marshes, lakes and water- 
logged areas are alnm-t 


The detiuienev rat her than the excess of 


or river-ta 


water is tho chief difficulty tho people have to face. This difficulty * 
partly hy the Son canal system, from which the great or part of Shr**.'*f 
and small portions of Patna and Gaya receive an assured supply, jr-r’y ;* 
an extensive and ingenious system of indigenous irrigation, the i z~ ~- 


tapping the rivers so long as they have any flow, building artificial *"• 

(afiars) and channels, and taking every advantage of the slope of t" 
to ensure the conservation of water. 
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isi. .it st*- * ^ ; . at<>M width i*. only I" tilth**, lunid from east to 

v.**.;, and • \»-:y ihtm.i contain** either ».:din<* *->»tl or uncultivated 1;»! >*t it <*. 
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. ■{ *i\hn;* i*. u jn.itsi*' of high gin*.*. merging on th*’ foa-eo-mt tu a mnngtove 
f< ■ *, . >.? li-.i- fo'tn.i in tin* Snn'i.u l*ntt*.. it >*■ a** high a** th’SS in t liana 

Hh.sds.i'.h, which uontrnn*. «**dy a litth* hill v reuntiy and match***. with tin* 
i, *;m v*'nts.d plant *t I’uttnci,. Though it contain*- tin* h**:»d**jitatters of tin* 
dt-ttic*. !'*.\i.i*..*tc t h SHU *uipp*si- only ,*>;'.(> |*i*)»oti*. to tin* '.ijuaic mile, tin* 

• •\plau .ti.-'i 1 ” tin; that 5 nt *■{ >,t i>. l:d.*-n up hv tin* mantilla* Halim* strip on 
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*'. di*.*-ut. I’ll li utveidsng Nimaps'.i tn tin- ••ciitt** of tin* di>.tiii*t, which 
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*!*i;* s*i s’n- 1***1 i ami I'mpu; th tna**. **f which {otm**i contain*- tin* 
t 'ioU.rv ig.i* whd* !t* Its.: < ■ *i:j-* ;• < - a huge lolly at* a. 
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the adjoining t liana 
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level ground than 
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CHAPTER I. — DISTRIBUTION’ OF THE POPULATION. 


SUDDIVIblO>. 


Damin. 

Extra 

Damin. 

Dumkn ... 



159 

309 

Godda ... 



30> 

500 

Deoglmr 



... 

322 

Jamtara 




297 

Pakaur ... 



2*>6 

433 

Bajmahal 


... 

332 

631 


district, are the only other thanas with over 400 to the square mile. Generally 
speaking, density diminishes from north to south, if the northernmost thana 
(Tundi) is excluded. 

49. The Sonthal Parganas, unlike Manbhum, sends out emigrants and 
has no large industries to attract labour. Only half the district is under 
cultivation ; a remaining fourth is cultivable and awaits development, but the 
rate of reclamation is not commensurate with the growth of population, for 
year by year the Santhals pour out of the district in increasing numbers to do 
pioneer work elsew'liere. The Rajmalial Hills and outlying ranges extend 
over nearly two-fifths of the district, and there is a long narrow strip of 
alluvial soil between them and the Ganges on the north and east. It is in 
this strip and in the portion of the Godda subdivision to the north-west, 
-where the land below the hills is alluvial and fertile, that the population is 
most dense. In the Damin-i-Koh, which comprises almost the -whole of the 
Eajmahal Hills and consists of hills, plateaux and fertile valleys between the 

ranges, there are only 284 persons to the 
squai-e mile, the average for the rest of the 
district being 360 : the marginal statement 
shows the density according to subdivisions. 
In the Rajmahal subdivision all the thanas 
outside the Damin lie in the alluvial belt, one 
containing the town of Sahebganj. In the 
Pakaur subdivision the Pakaur and Maheshpur thanas lie partly in this belt 
and partly in the rolling uplands known as the Sonthali tract of Ambar and 
Sultanbad, which also contains the whole of Pakuria. In the Godda subdivi- 
sion density is greatest in the Godda and Mahagama thanas, where the 
country is more open and mostly under cultivation. The latter thana, 
which is an alluvial tract, is the most populous in the district next to 
Sahebganj. Poreya is more hilly, and its density is only a little greater 
than that of the Godda Damin. In the south and south-west the hills give 
place to a series of ridges and undulating uplands, with a scanty population. 
This latter area contains the Deoghar subdivision, which consists chiefly of 
a high tableland, much of which is of little agricultural value, and the 
Jamtara subdivision, the least populous of all the subdivisions, in' -which there 
is still a good deal of uncleared jungle. 

50. The average density in Ranchi and Sambalpur is exactly the same, 
viz., 195 to the square mile. In the former district it diminishes from the 
north-east to the south and south-west, the Ranchi subdivision having 256, 
the Khunti subdivision 226 and the Gumla subdivision only 146 persons to 
the square mile. In Sambalpur the unsurveyed area (fie., the Government 
reserved forests, the zamindari forests and the Mahanadi river) account for 
about a fifth of the total area : if it is left out of account, the average 
density is 249 to the square mile. Population is most sparse in the Bargarh 
subdivision ; the Barapahar hills extend over 300 square miles or more than 
one-eighth of the subdivision, and a considerable area is covered with jungle, 
whereas in the Sambalpur subdivision there are large expanses of open 
cultivated country along the Mahanadi. -- Excluding the unsurveyed tracts, 
the former subdivision supports 260 and the latter 235 persons per square 
mile, the difference being due to the fact that in the Bargarh plain the land 
is under closer tillage than in the Sambalpur subdivision. 

51. The population is unevenly distributed in Hazaribagh, the density 
in the Giridih subdivision, where there are coal-fields, being nearly 50 per 
cent, greater than in the Sadar subdivision, which is purely agricultural. A 
slight decrease is found in Singhbhum, owdng to the protected and reserved 
forests, which extend over more than one-fourth of the -whole disti-ict. If 
they are left out of account, there are 241 persons to the square mile. In 
Palamau the population is fairly dense in the valleys and in the north of the 
district, but gradually decreases to the south, which is a region of hills and 
jungle. The extreme southern thana, with 64 persons per square mile, is the 
most thinly populated tract in the whole of the Chota Nagpur Division. 
Angul supports a smaller, population than any other district in the province, 
being still an undeveloped tract with scattered villages, often in the midst of 
dense forest. There are 142 persons to the square mile in the Angul 
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subdivision, where reserved and protected forests extend over 613 square 
miles, or nearly three-fourths of its area. The average is only S)3 in the 
Khondnials, where five-eighths of the area is under forest. 

52. The Orissa Feudatory States, as a wholo, have a denser population 
than any district in the Chota Nagpur Plateau, except Manbhum and the 
Sonthal Parganas. Extraordinary variations, however, are found, tho maxi- 
mum being 505 in Tigiria, which is a fertile tract with easy means of access to 
Cuttack, while a minimum of 38 is found in Rairakhol, which is still mostly 
covered with forest. Generally speaking, tho States adjoining the sea-board 
districts have the greatest population, eight of them having over 200 porsons 
to the square mile. The only other State exceeding that ratio is Sonpur, 
which is traversed by the Mahanadi and includes a large area of alluvial land 
on either side of its banks. 

53. At the bottom of the list is Sikkim, with only 31 persons per square 

mile. This is not to be wondered at, considering 
! Sikkim. the physical Configuration of the country. From 

15,000 feet and upwards there is a mass of snow-lopped peaks and ridges, 
timeless and uninhabited. From 12.000 to 15.000 feet the ridges are clothed 
with rhododendron and coniferous forests : occasional grassy plateaux with 
small lakes are found, to which cattle are driven for pasturage in the summer. 
The hill slopes from 0.000 to 12,000 feet are very steep and usually covered 
with virgin forest, but scattered settlements of Bhotia graziers now begin to 
appear. It is only at the lower levels below 7,000 feet that cultivation is 
possible. Here the country has been largely denuded of forest, and the slopes 
utilized for the growth of the staple crops, viz., maize, millets and pulses, the 
people living in small homesteads surrounded by patches of cultivation. 


CITIES AND TOWNS. 

5-1. The places treated as towns consist of three classes, viz., munici- 
palities, cantonments and other places which were treated as towns for 
census purposes. In deciding the places which were to be included in the 
last category, their importance as centres of trade, their historic associations, 

the character of their 
population and the relative 
density of dwelling-houses 
were taken into considera- 
tion. Altogether, 22 places 
in Bihar and Orissa, other 
than municipalities or 
cantonments, were treated! 
as towns, of which four 
had a population over 
10,000, twelve contained 
5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, 
and the remainder had 
under 5,000 inhabitants. Eight, with an aggregate population of 45,031, were 
treated as towns for the first time. In Bengal six places were considered 
sufficiently urban to be treated as towns, one (Kharagpur) having a population 
of 18,957, another (Saidpur in Rangpur) of 8,287, and the remaining four (all 
in Rangpur) under 5,000 inhabitants. All but two of these were treated as 
towns in 1901 ; the two additions were Kharagpur and Dhulian, the aggregate 
population of which is 27,255. 

55. In neither Province have the people shown any appreciable ten- 
dency to desert the villages for the towns. In Bengal the urban popu- 
lation has increased by 13'2 per cent, since 1901, its growth being 
more rapid than that of the general population, but only 64 out of every 
thousand persons live in towns. In Bihar and Orissa, on the- other 
hand, an increase in the general population has been accompanied by a 
decrease of 2'8 per cent, in the number of persons living in towns, who now 
constitute only 34 per mille of the total population. This decline is, as will 
be shown later, due mainly to the continued presence of plague in Bihar, 
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.IV ' 11 m tun I'li.wim... ilm ilt w if i» in tim. npi’t <• nitnin eight towns 

ulin-li li.iii* fit n.'m tinn- <«: o’lmrl iinj ill 

"i pi-ivini-ifd r.ipitfil*., \ i,'.. Itili.u, Nadia. Patna, 
li.i jiimlinl. Monglivi. t’ntt.iii.. li.mi-.i. Mm •diiil.il>. id find f '.'deiitta. Tim 
oldest nf these h Pih.ii . uiiii-li i_MVf it*> iifinii' In tin- Province, find Mfi" M> 
crilli'd fimn tlm gieat llnddlii-t monastery I’l/./tnt n (-"iit.'iiimd. it was 
tin* Imful'iiifit ti-i *• nf tlm Hindu Umi uinn nf tlm Palit Kings, luit in 1 1 
tin* t’ity was sacLi d. tlm iniinimti-i \ Intuit and tlm Puddhist monks .‘•lain by 
Pakhtivni Kiiiiji. A sudden mid w.is made im\t year on Nalia • Navadw iji>, 
tlmu tlm Bengal capital nf tin* l:mt nf tlm Sena kings. After this, it is 
said, tlm Musultnniis, I»*a vintr N’adi.i in desolation. t «* ihi»v«* 4| tlm si*nt nf flnv- 
i*nin\'Mit tn Lakhnnuti fifiur 1 . ISiliar appears in have Imi'ti tlm headquartots 
• »r tlm Musaltnan Governors nf ISiliar until 1.1 1 1. wlmn SimrShah rebuilt Pat tin. 
which, say*' tlm Tarthh-t-Dawli. . " u cm tlmu a small tmvn di*pi*ndi*nt nn ISiliar, 
which was tlm scat of tlm local < !nv<*ruuu tit. Frutu thfit titim Patna lit'caum 
om* uf tlm largest cities nf tin* Prnvitmi*." Thenceforward tin* Mughal 
Governors nf Bihar usually resided at Patna, hut tlm western portion of 
that Province* was under the title of the Nawahs of Bengal. The latter made 
Hajniahal their capital from 1.7512 to 1150S, when the seat of Government was 
transferred to Dacca for st nit epic reasons. Dacca lminp a more central position 
for the defence of Penpal apainst the raids of the Assamese. Arakanese 
(Maglis) and Portupuese. In 103!). Shah Shtija apain made Bnjmnhnl the 
capital, hut this chanpe did not last for more than 21 years, for in IG(50 it 
was fotnd necessary to re-establish the headquarters at Dacca owinp to the 
continued danger of invasion and also because the Ganges had shifted its 
channel and receded from Bajmahal. Dacca remained the capital for less than 
half a century, Mur.shid Kttli Khan transferring his headquarters to JIurshidabad 
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1701. Tin* At A.nic-** had tn*w e.-a-ed to he .latiperntt-, and I It** city 
;t tl , o! tin* Ith.irriiathi. cotninamlimr t In* t rad.* mid military route 

tip the Hamm w.m fat ntojo i- 'tOr.tl. Them t!io Nnwal- of Ihupal remained 
till t!i>' »iow iji.il! «'f tli" Mmrhal p>wei,.iml tlm a— tiniption of rule liylln* 
os. .-i t .1 -hoi i mt.’rvnl 1 701-1 . when K:mim Ali KImu i-ct lip 

|,j s ,tt M.-iphvi. In Ori--.t. .Jaipur, now :t small itirul town, appears 

in , ,i;lv ;!uj. - to |;:ii .• in- *n tlx* capital of tin* mulli. and Hhnhniieswnr, imw 
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north of the Bhagalpur district, again, the town of Nathpur was destroyed by 
a sudden inrush of tlie ICosi in 1875. More frequently a river gradually 
changes its course, and an attenuated stream flows down its old channel, the 
towns along its banks lingering on with a gradual loss of prosperity. Such 
has boon the case with Purnea, which in the eighteenth century was the 
headquarters of a Military Governor who could put an army of 15,000 men 
into the field, and which only 100 years ago is said to have covered a space 
equal to more than half of London.* Formerly the main stream of the Kosi 
flowed by it, but that river has worked westward and its former channel 
contains only a small sluggish stream. The town still extends over a large 
area, but its population is gradually diminishing and is now only 14.784. 

In the lower delta it is more common for a river to keep to its old channel, 
but the silting up of its intake deprives it of a supply of fresh water, 
and it consequently shrinks in volume and generally deteriorates. It, ceases 
to have a flowing stream, .and its bed being choked with vegetation, navigation 
is rendered impossible, while the drainage of the country is obstructed and 
malarial fever spreads over the neigh bourhood. Such rivers are either dying 
or dead, and the towns along them have no vitality’. Their inhabitants do not 
desert them, but their fecundity is sapped by sickness, their industries 
languish, and there is nothing to induce an influx of immigrants. Jessore 
and Krishnagar may be regarded as typical instances of such towns. Both are 
headquarters of districts and are situated on the railway, factors which should 
make for growth, but both stand on dead or dying rivers (the Bhairab and 
Anjana). Both suffer from persistent endemic fever, and the population of 
Jessore has been stationary for the last 40 years, while that of Krishnagar is- 
steadily diminishing. 

62. In other cases the decline of a town is due to the removal of the 


Court, to which it owed its prosperity. When 
oi* ’(unis. the Court is removed, the entourage of nobles, 

their train of followers, and the industrial classes. Which ministered to 
their luxuries, also leave the place. The traces of old industries may be 
found, but these industries serve only the demands of a few rich persons. 
Murshidabad is a type of such a town. On entering it after the victory 
of Plassey. Clive wrote : — “ This city is as extensive, populous, and rich 
as the city of London, with this difference that there are individuals 
in the first possessing infinitely greater property than in the last city.” After 
that battle the seat of Government was removed to Calcutta, and in 1799 
the civil headquarters of the district were transferred to Berhampore. With 
the loss of its political importance, the size and population of Murshidabad 
also declined. At the first census of 1872 its population was 46,1S2 ; now 
the inhabitants of Murshidabad and its suburb Azimganj (which was formed- 
into a separate municipality in 1896), taken together, number only 24,996. 

63. A third cause tending to check the development of towns in the 
Loss op trade. two Provinces is loss of trade. This may be 

caused, as already stated, by the removal of a 
Court or by a river changing its course or silting up ; but in modern 
times it is generally due to trade being rail-borne instead of river-borne. The 
effect of such a diversion of trade is best illustrated by the case of Patna and 
Revelganj (in Saran). Patna is marked out by nature as the site of a riparian 
emporium, for it has a river frontage of 7 or 8 miles in the rains and of 4 miles 
in the dry season, while its central position near the junction of three great 
rivers, the Ganges, the Gandak and the Son, gives it natural advantages as a 
distributing centre. The trade of the city has now diminished owing to 


the opening out of new lines of railway in the districts north of the 
Ganges, and to the fact that it is cheaper to book goods direct to Calcutta 
than (as formerly) to rail them to Patna, and thence send them down by river. 
The natural advantages of Revelganj as a river-side emporium were equally ' 
marked. Commanding as it did the junction of the Gogra and Ganges, - 
it was an important changing station, where boats from Bengal used to 
tranship their cargoes to boats from Fyzabad and Gorakhpur. Thirty years 
ago it was the second largest river mart with a Ganges-borne trade in 


Montgomery Martin, Easlern India . 
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Hie marginal statement showing the deaths 


Bengal. The railway has now deprived it of most of its trade, and it has 
also suffered from the river setting towards the opposite hank and from 
the retreat eastwards of the point of junction of the Ganges and Gogra. Of 
late years nioreover it has suf.ered from plague, and since 1891 it has lost 
over a third of its population. In Bengal the history of Kalna and Katwa 
(in the Burdwan district) is a similar record of decay due to the diversion 
of trade from the river to the railway. 

* 04. _Tho fourth factor is ondbmic and epidemic disease. In some parts, 

Usm-.Mie AND r.iim-.'uc m-a:vw. »otahly Central Bengal, the prevalence of malaria 

is responsible for decline or stagnation ; in Bihar 
plague has been a more deadly scourge. An account of its ravages will bo 
given in the next chapter, and here it will be sufficient to refer the reader 

from plague and the total 
decrease of population 
! during the last decade in 
) 2l> towns.* Not only is 
j the number of deaths from 
I plague considerable, but 
1 the disorganization of 
J industry, commerce and 
I social life has permanent 
i effects on the prosperity 
i of the towns. In Gaya, 
i for instance, 80 per cent. 

; of the population had left 
their work and fled from 
their homes when the 
not re-established till three 
the trade of the town even 
It is scarcely necessary to 
year, as has been the case 
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census was held. ‘ Normal conditions were 
months later : the result of their absence on 
for a short time may easily be imagined, 
add that, where plague persists year after 
elsewhere, its effects are even more paralyzing. 

65. If deaths from plague are left out of account. 


the death-rate 

is 


in 

towns is smaller than in rural areas, though heavier mortality is caused by 
epidcmics of cholera and small-pox, which spread more rapidly in congested 
areas. The relatively greater healthiness of towns (excluding epidemics) is 
due to the fact that it is only there that a proper agency and other facilities 
exist for carrying out sanitary reforms. These reforms, carried out as far 
as municipal finances allow, have resulted in a gradual improvement in 
hygienic conditions, especially in matters connected with surface drainage 

— — — purity of the drinking water-supply, and 

conservancy. From the marginal state men tf 
giving tin* vital statistics in urban and lural 
areas for five years, it will be seen that in the 
towns the death-rate for fever is far lower, but 
that for dysentery, diarrhoea, and respiratory 
diseases is higher : this may be ascribed to 
more accurate reporting_ of the causes of 
death. On the other hand, the birth-rate in 
towns is generally lower than in rural areas 
owing to the operation of one or more of the following causes : — (l) The 
disproportion in the sexes of the inhabitants, males being in ^excess of 
females ; (2) the presence of a large floating population ; and (3) the custom 
of sending females to be confined in their parents’ homes in the villages. 

66. After the somewhat dreary sketch of urban decay, stagnation or 

decimation by disease given in the preceding 
DKVEiflrsir.sT of modern TOWNS. paragraphs, it is refreshing to turn to the 

number of towns, some old, some young and some nascent, which are fast 
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° In tliiH statement, when a second census was !i»!d in 1901 after a plague epidemic had subsided and 
the people iiad returned to their homes, the figures of the second census have been taken, ns representing 
‘ the normal population in that year. 

t lteporf of tiie Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal for 1908. 
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developing owing to the expansion of trade or industrial enterprise, 
often introduced and directed by Europeans. The cities will be separately 
dealt with later, and are therefore excluded from this review of the growth 
of railway towns, mill towns and commercial emporia. There are three towns 
in the two Provinces, to which the term railway town applies, and each, 
shows rapid progress. Jamalpur in Monghyr, which contains the large 
workshops of the East Indian Railway, had an increase of 14 per cent, 
between 1891-1901, and at this census, in spite of losing 2,000 person's from 
plague, is almost the only town in Hi liar with a substantial increase (8 per 
cent).* Kharagpur in Midnapore, the headquarters of the Loco., Carriage , 
and Waggon Departments of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, now has 18,957 
inhabitants, whereas in 1901 there were only 3,526 persons resident in railway 
premises. The population of Saidpur in Rangpur, which is the headquarters 
of,, the northern section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway and is also a 
centre for the trade in jute, has risen by 42 per cent, within the last 10 years. 

67.. Even more phenomenal increases are recorded by the mill towns. 
In the 24-Parganas. for instance. Bhatpara, which was formerly famous 
as a centre of Sanskrit learning, where Brahman pandits studied the Sas'tras 
in quiet seclusion, is now the fifth largest town in Bengal and a busy 
industrial centre. Its population has increased five-fold since 1881, and has 
been more than doubled during the last decade, rising from 21,540 to 50,414. 
This increase, however, ^is merely commensurate with the increase of mill 
hands. The expansion of other mill towns along the Hooghly is equally 
remarkable, the aggregate population of seven in the 24-Parganas having 
risen by 87 per cent, since 1901. Titagarh has nearly trebled its population. 
Garulia has an addition of 57 per cent, and Bhadreswar on the other side 
of the Hooghly of 61 per cent. The whole riparian strip along, the 
Hooghly is, in fact, becoming increasingly urban and ’increasingly populous, 
and the account given by Mr. Beverley in the Census Report of 1872 no longer 
holds good. He remarked — “ Even in the neighbourhood of Calcutta 
the so-called townships are mere collections of villages — villages closely 
studded and densely populated, it is true, but still with small pretensions 
to he designated towns. The left bank of the Hooghly, like the right, is 
most thickly inhabited all the way up to Nadia. The villages are grouped 
together for municipal purposes, and are thus shown in the census tables as 
towns; but cattle graze, and rice is sown and reaped, in their very midst.” 
Any one who has had occasion to pass through the mill towns will realize how 
conditions have changed since this account was written. 

The latest addition to the list of industrial towns is Salcchi in the 
Singhbhum district. This is a town which has sprung up owing to its being 
the headquarters of the Tata Iron and Steel Company: though the latter has 
only recently stai’ted work, it already contains a population of 5,672 persons. 

68. The third class of modern towns showing a noticeable development 
consists of trade centres. Their number is considerable, but two typical 
examples may be mentioned, viz. ; Chittagong, which has an increase of 30 
per cent, since 1901, and Narayanganj, the centre of the jute trade, which 
has been growing by leaps and bounds since 1872 : its population had more 
than doubled in 1901, and since then has increased to 27,876, or by nearly 
14 per cent. This is by no means its fullest population, for it is much more 
crowded during the jute season than at the time of the census (in March), 
when trade is slack. 


69. In both Provinces there is an excess of males living in towns. 

.. „ The preponderance of men is much more marked 

Proportion ok Sexes. ^ BeQgal ^ ~ n ^ ^ former 

Province there are only 631 females to every 1,000 males, whereas in the 
latter the proportion of females (932) is only slightly in defect. The reason 
for the relative excess of males in Bengal is partly that, in the Presidency 
as a whole, males outnumber females, there being 945 females to every 1,000 
males. The reverse is the case in Bihar and Orissa, where there are 1,043 
females to' every 1.000 males. It is also partly accounted for by the fact 


° The area of tins town has been very largely extended since 1901 ; the figure given above is for 
the town as now constituted. 
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that there are more industrial centres with a population largely composed of 
immigrants working m the mills and factories, who leave their wives at 
home, the larger the town, the greater is the excess of males over females’ 
e.g., m the cities of Calcutta and Howrah there are only -175 and 562 females 
respectively to every 1,000 males. The proportion of women gradually, 
rises as the towns diminish in size, the maximum (798) being found in 
towns with £5,000 to 10.000 inhabitants, which are mostly small municipal 
areas with few urban characteristics. Briefly, in the small towns of ' J 
there are 5 males to every -1 females, whereas in the cities there are 
to every female. 

The proportion in the mill and factory towns is much the same as in 
the cities. In the mill-towns of the 24-Parganas, such as Bhatpara, Garni ia 
and Titagarh. the males outnumber females by two to one. whereas in 
non-manufacturing towns, such as Krishnagar. Nadia and Santipur, the 
sexes are equally represented, or the female element predominates. In the 
old city of Dacca, which contains a large permanent population — nine-tenths 

of the present inhabitants were born within the Dacca Division there 

are 721 women to every 1.000 men. but 10 miles away in Narayanganj, a 
comparatively new centre of trade and industry, the proportion of females 
falls to -18.8, and in Barisal, the headquarters of the Backergunge district and 
an important junction of steamer routes, it is only 451. 

In Bihar and Orissa the increase in the proportion of females as the 
towns decrease in size is even more noticeable, for, with the exception of 
Patna (where there are 922 females to every 1,000 males), the ratio gradually 

rises from 900 in towns with 50.000 to 100.000 inhabitants to 992 in towns 

containing under 5,000 inhabitants. 

70. In Bengal 67 per cent, of the urban population consists of Hindus 
n and 80 per cent, of Muhammadans, whereas in 

Bihar and Orissa the proportions are 75 and 
22 per cent., respectively. Considering that in Bengal Musalmans account 
for over one-half of the total population, the percentage they contribute to the 
urban population is extremely small. In Bihar and Orissa on the other hand, 
Musalmans represent only one-tenth of the total population, but their ratio 
to the urban population is more than double that figure. The larger pro- 
portion of Hindus in Bengal may be accounted for by the fact that the 
population of towns is recruited very largely either from the educated 
classes, for whom a town opens up avenues of employment, or provides 
educational facilities not existing in the country, or from well-to-do people 
who desire the amenities of town-life, or from poor people who are drawn 
to the towns by the demand for labour. In the Presidency Hindus con- 
tribute to these three classes more largely than Muhammadans. 

There are altogether 14 towns in Bengal in which Musalmans are in a 
majority, viz., Garden Reach, Murshidabad and Dhulian in Central Bengal, 



44 followers of the Prophet. In Bihar and Orissa, the most distinctively 
Muhammadan towns are Sasaram, in which 42 per cent, of the population 
is Muhammadan, • and Bihar, in which the percentage is 36. There are 
no towns in which Musalmans are in excess, and even in Patna, an old 
Muhammadan capital, and in modern times the nidus of Musalman religious 
movements, the Muhammadan inhabitants represent only 27 per cent, of the 
population. 

71. If we consider the ratio of the members of each religion 
living in towns to the total number professing that religion, the pre- 
ponderance of Musalmans over Hindus in Bihar and Orissa, and vice versd in 
Bengal, is equally striking. In Bengal, out of every 1,000 Hindus, 95 live in 
towns, but in Bihar and Orissa only 31. On the other hand, 80 out of every 
1,000 Musalmans are denizens of towns in the. latter Province as compared 
with 36 in Bengal. A similar disproportion is noticeable in the case of 
Christians, the ratio being 478 per mille in the Presidency and only 72 in 
Bihar and Orissa. In the latter most of the Christians are aboriginal villagers 
in Chota Nagpur who cling to their ancestral lands, whereas in Bengal a 
large proportion of the Christians are resident in Calcutta and other large 
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I owns, where missionary enterprise lias heen active. Members of other 
religions are numeric, illy insignificant, ami it need merely he mentioned that. 

as might I \peeted. most of them I ’arsis, a foreign race of merchants and 

t raders, are found in t owns. The fael that a small proportion of them and a 
larger proport ion of Jains, who are mainly Marwari, immigrants engaged in 
trade, are resident outside towns, is due simply to the circumstance that both 
Provinces export raw materials, and a certain number have to go to the 
villages as brokers or set up small agencies there. 

fable V, and in subsidiary Table V to this Chapter, 
tonus are grouped in six classes as shown in 
the margin, in Bengal there are three towns in 
Howrah, and Haeea. which contribute two-fiftlis of 
the total urban population. More than halT the 
towns are of average size. JN being in Class III and 
•loin Class IV ; they account for nearly half or the 
urban population. The small towns Cl I in Class V 
and IT in Class VI / contribute only one-tenth of 
tin- total number of persons living in towns. In 
Bihar and <>ris*a there are only one town in 
('las', 1 and three in Class II. which between them account for less than 
one-fourth oT the town population. Half the towns are of small size, there 
being .'10 in t 'lass V and S in ('lass VI. which contribute less than one- 
fifth of the urban population. The remainder are towns of average size 
(II in ('lass III and join Class IV;. which contain more than half or the 
urban population. 

Taking each class as a whole, we find that in Bengal all classes of towns 
have steadily developed during the last two decades. There has been a 
comparatively small increase in Class J ihnhifx the last ten years, which is due 
to the tendency of the people of Calcutta to spread out to the suburban 
municipalities. In Bihar and Orissa, on the other hand, all but the smaller 
towns have declined or stood still during the last JO years, owing, ton 
large extent, to plague. 

75. The population of places that were treated as towns in 1K72 has 
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increased by 

but by only S p<*r cent, in Bihar and 
Orissa. Including the places subse- 
quently treated as towns, the actual 
increase in the urban population is 
(>! percent, in Bengal as against 21 per 
cent, in Bihar and Orissa. In Bengal 
the increase is shared in more or less 
by all classes oT towns except those in 
Class II. winch have a decrease of 
" ,6 nearly 50 per cent. This decrease is. 

however, more apparent t ban real, being 
mainly due t o t he transfer to Class I of Howrah and Bacon, which came 
under Class II in 1S72. 
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Calcutta 

896,007 

+ 57 

Howrah 

179,006 

+ 13 C 

Dacca 

108,551 

+ SID 

ManicktoIInh ... 

53.7C7 

+ 60*0 

Cosslpar-Chlfpur 

4K.17H 

+ 18*2 

Garden Reach... 

4'»,295 

+ 60 6 

Bihar and Orltta. 



Patna 

136J53 

+ vo 

Rhngalpur 

74.319 

— 1*9 

Gaj a ... 

49,921 

— 30 0 


7J. There are nine cities in the two 
Provinces, tlm population of which is shown 
in the .margin wit h the percentage of varia- 
tion since 1903. In considering the recent 
growth of cities and towns, it will he most 
convenient, to take tho cities first and then 
to group the towns together according to 
natural divisions forming homogeneous areas. 

Before proceeding to discuss the results 
of the census of cities, one cluwacteristic 
feature may bo referred to. There is a 
rise in the proportion of foreign-born 
(»'«., those horn outside the district 
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containing the city*), ami a fall 


in the proportion of females to males, 
in every city but Manicktollah 
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and Cossipur-Chitpur, where 
the proportion of females has 
slightly increased. As this is 
the case in cities which have a 
loss of population, as well as in 
those which have an increase, it 
is clear that the cities are tending 
more and more to attract immi- 
grants from greater distances. 
It will also be observed that 
the proportion of foreign-born 
in all the Bengal cities except 
cities, which have as yet not 
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Cautti v. 


Dacca is very much greater than in the 
become manufacturing centres. 

Tlu> progress of Calcutta and the three suburban municipalities 
ol Cossipur-Chitpur. Manicktollali and Garden 
Reach is dealt, with in a separate report, and here 
it will lie sufficient to state that though each of them is under separate 
municipal government, they form an integral part of the same city. Howrah 
may also reasonably bo treated as part of the metropolis, for it is only 
separated from Calcutta by the Ilooghly, and. as pointed out in the last 
Census Report, is really as much a part of that city as Southwark is of 
London. If this be conceded, the population of the metropolis (1,222,313) is 
greater than that of any city in the British Empire except London, and 
among European cities is only surpassed by London. Paris. Vienna. St. 
Petersburg and Moseow.f 

In Calcutta, the rate of increase which was 2 1*3 per cent, between 1891 
and 1901. has now fallen to 5’ 7 percent. Its population shows a centrifugal 
tendency, spreading out to Howrah and to all the suburban municipalities 
except Cossipur-Chitpur. The number of persons born in Calcutta and 
resident in that city is now nearly 3-1,000 less than it was 10 years ago: 
had it remained the same, an increase of 9'8 per cent, would have been 
registered. Owing to this exodus from Calcutta and the relatively greater 
number of immigrants they receive, all four municipalities have grown much 
more rapidly since 1901 than Calcutta. In Manicktollali and Garden Reach 
(in the latter of which, however, the growth is partly due to the extension of 
the municipal boundary) the percentage of increase is over ten times, in 
Cossipur-Chitpur it is treble, and in Howrah it is double what it is in 
the. area administered by the Calcutta Corporation. 

76. Howrah is a city which owes its development entirely to modern 

commerce. Originally, it was a small collection 
iiowiiaii. 0 f villages, the names of which still survive in 

the quarters {paras) constituting the city. In the 18th century docks 
were opened along its banks for repairing the wooden vessels plying up 
the Hooglily, and it also became a kind of suburban retreat in which 
the wealthier citizens of Calcutta sot up villas and laid out gardens. There 
cannot, however, have been much development in the first half of that 
century, for, as late as 1750, it is said to have been "‘a line of mud banks 
reeking with malaria, corpses in all stages of decomposition floating up and 
down the stream by the dozen, jungle lining the shore, the abode of the snake 
and alligator, j” According to Bishop Ifelier, it was in 1823 a place “ chiefly 
inhabited by ship-builders,” while in 1848 if was referred to as “ the Wapping 
of Calcutta inhabited chiefly by persons connected with the docks and shipping.” 

77. Howrah began to expand rapidly in the middle of the 19th 
century, especially after 1850 When it became the terminus of the East 

' Indian Railway. Not only did the docks increase in size and number, but 
other large industrial concerns were started, such as engineering works, 
sugar factories, flour mills, cotton mills, jute mills and jute presses. The 
construction of the bridge over the Hooghly gave a further impetus to its 

° It being impossible to distinguish between persons boin in Calcutta and Garden Reach, the term 
district-born in the case of the latter town is taken to include peisons in Calcutta. 

f A slightly larger population is estimated foi Constantinople/ 

+ Howrah Past and Present, pp. 18-19. ' 
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growth, which in ivrrnt years Iiiih been stimulated |iy f lie Bongnl-Nngjiiir 
Kailwny obtaining arrows to it, by t In* opening <<f t wo light railways. which 
have linked up tin* interior of tin- district with the city, and hy the establish- 
ment of steamer services along and across tin* Hnogldy. The Calcutta 
tramway system has been extended to Howrah since 1007, and the ferry 
steamer service connecting the two cities has been considerably improved 
and accelerated : consequently, an increasing number of jiersons who work 
in the day at ('alontta have their residence in Howrah. The number of 
jiersons born in Calcutta and enumerated in the city is double what it was in 
HUM, while those born in Hooghly have increased from nearly 1 7,000 to over 
20,000. During the 10 years over which the census records extend it has 
more than doubled its population ; the rate of growth was .'la jier cent, in 
ISOl-liXM and l.’l'tl j*«»r cent, in the hist decade. The decline in the per- 
centage of increase is jiartly due to the fact that the jute mills were not in 
full work owing to the dull state of the market, and partly to the fact that the 
census was taken on a Friday. "Sonic of the mills.” reports the Magistrate. 
l * closed on Friday evening for the week and a considerable number of the mill 
hands left for their homes. Calcutta and other places." 

7S. Less than twenty years ago the city was lacking in many urban 
amenities. In ISS'.i it was described by the Sanitary ( ‘otnmissioner as being 
"without exception the dirtiest, most backward and badly managed muni- 
cipality " he had seen. His successor in ISO.'! endorsed this verdict and re- 
marked: " < ienerally speaking the sanitary condition of the town of Howrah 
is most deplorable. 1 have never, in fact, seen a town in such a dangerously 
insanitary condition, and I should be very sorry to live in it myself." 
Since then much has been done to imjirove the condition of the town, 
though it is no easy task on account of its low-lying situation, its rapid 

— — — growth and past neglect in laying out building 

sites. Water-works were opened in 1 S!lf> ; a 

regular system of drainage has introduced 

and is gradually being' extended ; bye-laws have 
been adopted for regulating the construction of 
new huts ; overcrowded Lash's are being gradually 
opened up by new roads, and their sanitation and 
drainage improved. Density is high, averaging 
.‘t.'l jier acre. The outer fringe or (he town is 
thinly peopled, being mostly occupied by fields 
. interspersed with gardens afid villas. 

71). 'I'lie marginal statement showing the districts which contribute 
over 1.000 to the population siillieiently indicates how heterogeneous the 
population is. More than two-thirds of the inhabitants were born outside 
the district, and in the last ton years the number or those born in the 
city or district has decreased by 10.000. or nearly 20 per cent. The 
latter now outnumber the immigrants from the United Provinces by less 
than (i,000. The city is, in fact, ceasing to be a Bengali city. Nearly half 
the inhabitants were born in the United Provinces or the Province of 
Bihar and Orissa (wliich contributes OS.S.'K) to its population), and only -lf> 
per cent, speak Bengali, while 17 per cent, speak Hindi and 8 per cent. 

Oriya. The railways, mills, factories, docks, 
iron-works, etc., afford employment to a large 
number of labourers and artisans, who leave their 
wives and families at home and huddle together 
in crowded hash's. At the time of the census it 
was ascertained that jute mills and presses 
employed no less than 2-1.000 persons, or over one- 
seventh of the total population, while 15,000 
more worked in other manufacturing concerns, 
such as cotton mills, rope works, iron foundries, 
machinery and engineering workshops, etc. There 
are now only 562 females to every 1.000 
males. The proportion of females gradually 
decreases at each census : since 1872 the number 
of males has risen by nearly 150 per cent., 
whereas the females have increased by only 
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United Provinces 
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20.010 
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Midnapore 
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Patna 
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hO. Vitli a population of 108,551, the city of Dacca contains 58 
I(K(VV pci - cent, more inhabitants than in 1872. Its 

. development has been most rapid during the last 
ten years, during which it added 21 per cent, to its numbers, while the 
general ratio of increase in the Dacca district was 12 per cent. Its 
rapid growth since 1 00 1 is mainly due to its being made the headquarters 
of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Government in 1905, after which people 
settled in increasing numbers in the town. The construction of public 
buildings, moreover, necessitated the employment of a large labour force, 
and the population was further increased by the staff of the Secretariat 
and other offices. The extent to which the town owes its accretion to 
immigrants is shewn by the fact that white the males have increased by 
26'5 per cent., the vise in the number of females is only 14 per cent. Out 
of every thousand persons. 198 are foreign born, their distribution by birth- 
place being as shewn in the margin. Nearly 
Otter ili-triots .if l>\morn «o .j.000 immigrants are natives of Monghyr. Other 
a— ;r l ... ... t-j districts of the United Provinces and Bihar from 

Bengal evcl.uliut: Unijra! 24 which immigrants come in large numbers are 
Bilmr mul ori"- < ... Muzail’arpur. Darbhanga. Muzaffarnagar, Ohazipur, 

1 Ballia. Gorakhpur and Azamgarh. These people 
work as constaliles. railway servants, boatmen, 
general labourers, porters, domestic servants, scavengers, and shoe-makers. 
The town is far from being a busy manufacturing or industrial centre, for 
at the industrial census of 1911 only I I concerns employing 20 hands or 
more wore returned, the aggregate number of their employes being 1,195. 
Weaving, formerly the glory of Dacca, now supports only 1,029 persons, 
hut shell work and jewellery, for which the city is also famous, are still in 
a fairly nourishing condition, tin* former supporting 2.193 persons and the 
latter 4.032 persons. 

81. Tin* density of population in each ward is shewn in the marginal 

statement, from which also it will ho soon that all 
„i V . m ; parts of the town share in the increase oxcopt 
1 . l ' nr ' Ward V. which sustained a slight loss owing to the 

‘ n ' c "'' r ' ; 1M , „„ removal of a Ixisti from a plot of land acquired by 

1 - Government. The city consists of throe parts — (1) 

33 i 33 -< the town proper, which is congested, (2) the fringe 

i! “ ibs-h <7'i 1 ! area, which is more thinly populated, and (3) the 

iv ... 0.67; >7-3 i j new town, winch is very sparsely populated, 

vi 7! lues hj . ha Wards V and II, which occupy the first and 
™ ,s I j ’ second place respectively in order of density, lie 

! wholly within the town proper. The most congested 

area in these two wards is Sankaribazar in Ward II, where 2.456 persons were 
enumerated in 432 khanas or census houses. In this quarter the houses, 
mostly three stories high, are closely packed together with a small frontage 
along* the road, and the unsavoury smell of decomposing shells (in which 
the Saukharis work) clings to them. Ward I, which comes next, lies 
partly within the town proper and partly within the fringe area. The next, 
in order of density, is Ward IV, which covers a portion of the old town proper 
and also includes a portion of the new town. Wards III and VI lie partly 
in the town proper and partly in the fringe area. ^ Ward VI lies wholly in 
the fringe area with one rather congested road. The civil station at Ramna 
consists of the area acquired by Government for the construction of public 
buildings and is the least populous part of the city. 

82. Patna, the capital designate of the new Province of Bihar and 

Orissa, is a decadent city, as will be seen from 
Year. Number. the figures given in the margin which show the 

18S1 ... ... 170,054 total population recorded at each census during 

1891 ... — 165,192 the last 30 years. Figures are not given for the 

jjjjj — ‘".lie’ll census of 1872, as it was wanting in accuracy, and 

an apparent increase of over 11,000 recorded in 
-1881 is believed to have been due to its incompleteness. In 1901 the census 
was taken at a time when plague was raging and a considerable proportion of 
the inhabitants had fled from their homes, the result being a decrease of 18£ 
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CHAPTER I. DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION. 


per cent. At a second census held in July 1901 the population was found to be 
153,739, or nearly 19,000 more, but in spite of this addition, the population was 
7 per cent, less than in 1891. The last census shows an increase of 1,368, 
as compared with the first census of 1901 ; but if it be compared with the 
second enumeration of 1901, there is a decrease of 17,586 persons, or 1T4 
per cent. The causes of the decay of the city are twofold, viz., persistent 
unhealthiness,* repeated epidemics of plague and the loss of trade. Formerly 
Patna city was an important emporium for rail and river-borne trade, 
but its trade is declining owing to its diversion to other centres and 
the disorganization caused by plague, which has been almost an annual visita- 
tion since 1900. During the last ten years there have been no less than 
17.384 deaths from plague, and the loss of population (17,586) recorded at the 
present census very nearly corresponds with that figure. The city extends 
over nine square miles, and for the purposes of municipal government includes 
the town of Bankipore. There are on the average 23 persons per acre, and 
90 per cent, of the inhabitants were born in the city or district. 

83. Bhagalpur grew steadily between' 1872 and 1901, adding 10,000 to 

its population during that period. During the last 

decade there has been a set back, the number of 
its inhabitants decreasing by 1,411, or 1*9 per cent. The decrease is mainly 
the effect of plague, which during the decade caused a mortality of 4,201. 
Like Patna, the people are nearly all local residents, 83 per cent, being born 
either in Bhagalpur itself or in the Bhagalpur district, while the sexes are 
almost equally distributed. 

84. When the census of 1911 was taken, plague was raging in Gaya. 

A large proportion of the people had fled from 

the town to villages in the interior, and the total 
population recorded was only 49,921, or 30 per cent, less than in 1901, in 
which year also the town was suffering from the effects of another epidemic.f 
Owing to this circumstance, the census gave no idea of the norma] population 
of the town, and a second census was therefore held in June, when the 
epidemic had subsided. At this second census the population returned was 
70,423, or only a little less than in 1901. The comparatively large excess of 
males, who outnumbered thfe females by 7,000, may perhaps be taken as an 
indication that all the females who had been sent away during the plague had 
not yet returned to their homes, but the same disproportion of the sexes is 
noticeable in other towns of Bihar. There were no less^ than 4,780 deaths 
from plague in the town during the decade ending in 1910. That, in spite 
of this mortality, the population should be nearly equal to that recorded m 
1901 (though in that year also the population had been diminished by plague) 
may be attributed to the fact that it is a large pilgrim centre, which every 
year has a considerable floating population, and that it has developed since 
1901 owing to its being an important station on the Grand Chord Line. 


TOWNS. 


85. Before 1872 the town of Burdwan suffered severely from the 
Towns in West Bengal. epidemic of fever which took its name from the 

district, and m the last 40 years lias only added 
3,600 to its population. Excluding the places treated as cities, however, 
it is the fourth largest towii in the Province. It now contains 35,921 
inhabitants, or 899 more than in 1901, but had it not been for an extension 
of the municipal boundaries, there would probably have been a decrease. 


v The Sair-ul-Afiiialharin gives an account of an epidemic which broke out at Patna in the early 
part of the 18th century and spread over Northern India : — “ At the end of the 3 T ear (1730-31) there arose, 
for forty days together, out of the ground such an abominable stench all over the eity, that the poor and 
rich, being equally affected by it, were attacked by an epidemical fever that filled the houses with sick. 
The shops and markets were shut up, the streets became desert, and the city looked like n place forsaken 
by its inhabitants. People said that they had never seen or heard of such a calamity. The stench and 
sickness commenced at Patna and Ilalmbad, from whence it proceeded to Akbarabad and Delhi, and 
continued spreading over Paniput and Sirhind, until it extended to Lahore where it stopped by a favour of 
divine Providence.” 

f The coincidence of plague with the census both in 11*01 and 1911 led to a belief among the people 
that there was some connection between the two. 
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The health of tho town has considerably improved since the construc- 
tion of water-works in 188-1-85, but it is still badly drained and suffers 
from fever. It has, moreover, no largo industries such as would attract 
labour from outside. Tho most progressive town in the district is Asansol. 
which is one of tho chief centres of tho coal industry and an important 
railway junction. It has developed rapidly of recent years, and has added 
50 per cent, to its population during tho last ten years : part of this increase 
must, however, he attributed to the municipal area being extended by 11 
square miles in 1905. The head-quarters of the subdivision wore removed to 
Asansol in 1906, owing to its boing a more central and important place than 
Rnniganj, and it has not only supplanted but outgrown the latter town, 
which now shows a slight docline. Kalna has a slight, increase of population, 
but the other towns of the district, viz.. Dainhat and Katwa, are decadent. 
The three towns last named are situated on the llhagirathi. and all have 
suffered from the silting-up or receding of that river and from tho diversion 
of trade to tho railway. Tho prosperity of Katwa should, however, rovive on 
the completion of the llooghly-lvatwa line, which will give its trade an outlet. 

86. Suri in Ihrbhum is a small town, which lias recently been opened up 
by the Ondal-Sainthia lino ; its apparent growth since 1901 is probably due to 
the inclusion of another square mile within the municipal area. Tho effect of 
railway communication is marked in tho case of tho towns in Bankura, to 
which tho Bengal-Kagpur Railway line was oxtended in 1902. The head- 
quarters station has increased by 13 percent, and Bishnupur by 7 per cont., but 
Sonamukhi. which is not connected with the railway, has a slight docrease. 
Part of the increase in Bankura must, however, lie ascribed to the addition 
of an area of one square mile to the municipal limits. In Midnapore tho 
only progressive town is Kharagpur, whose rise lias already been referred 
to.' in all tho other towns the population has diminished, or is practically 
stationary. Midnapore now has 32.7-10 inhabitants, or little more than in 
1891 : as pointed out in the last Census Report, it has no great industry 
or trade, and exhibits no tendency to grow. During the last decade it has 
suffered from fever and cholera, which have also seriously affected the towns 
of the Gdiatal subdivision, viz., Chandrakona. Ghatal, Kharar. Khirpai and 
Ramjibanpur. 

87. Hooghly contains no less than eight towns, of which seven are on 
the banks of the Hooghly. The most important is Serampore, which lias been 
steadily progressing during the last 40 years. Owing to the proximity of 
Calcutta and to the industrial concerns started in the town and its neighbour- 
hood. an increase of nearly 12 per cent, at this census has brought its 
population up to 49,594, or double what it was in 1872. Bhadreswar, a rising 
factory town, has developed at an extraordinary rate during the last decade, 
having an addition of 9,203, or over 60 per cent. Another flourishing town is 
Baidyabati, which has a considerable trade-mart at Sheoraphuli and a large jute 
mill at Ohampdaui ; it has added 3,342 to its population since 1901. Hooghly- 
Chinsura, the headquarters of tho district, is slowly hut steadily declining. It 
has uo industries or trade of any importance ; it is an unhealthy place, the 
inhabitants of which suffer from dysentery, fever and occasional epidemics 
of cholera ; the streets or lanes are full of abandoned houses overgrown with 
jungle, recalling the picture of “ruin and melancholy” sketched by 
Mrs. Fenton in 1827. The death rate has been higher than in any other town 
of the district in all hut two years of the decade, when it was exceeded in 

, Bansheria. The latter town, which also suffers from defective drainage, was 
second on the list in the remaining eight years and has also lost population. 
The other towns, viz., Kotrang. Uttarpara and Arambagh, are small and 
unimportant. Bally, further down the river, is the only town in the Howrah 
disti-iot besides Howrah ; it adjoins Howrah, and, as it shares in the influx of 
immigrants, is steadily growing. 

88. In no district has there been a greater growth of urban population 

than in the 24-Parganas, where the average per 
l <j.. town has risen by 38 per cent, since 1901. The 

whole riparian strip along the -Hooghly is fast becoming urbanized : 
owing to their growing density of population the South Suburbs. South 

F, 2 
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Barrackpore and Nail) at i municipalities have been twice subdivided since their 
creation and formed into nine municipalities. There are now no less than 26 
towns in the district, of which five, viz., Cossipore-Chitpur, Manicktollah, 
Garden Reach, South Suburbs and Tollygunge, adjoin Calcutta and are 
suburban in character. Taken together, these five towns have added -10 per- 
cent, to their population since 1901. while Calcutta itself has only increased by 
5’7 per cent. The second class consists of industrial towns which, with the 
exception of Budge Budge, stretch northwards from Calcutta along the bank 
of the Hooghly. viz., Baranagar. the adjoining town of Kamarhati, Naihati, the 
two contiguous towns of Halisahar and Bhatpara. Titagarli, Budge-Budge and 
Garulia. The increase in these towns has been phenomenal, averaging no 
less than 67 per cent. There are three other towns along the Hooghly. viz., 
South Barrackpore. North Barrackpore and Panihatr, which, however, are not 
industrial centres : of these, only South Barrackpore shows an advance, which 
is partly accounted for by the increase in the Barrackpore Cantonment. The 
remaining ten towns are situated inland, and are mostly rural m character : 
altogether, thej have only increased by 6 per cent., the most substantial 
increases being found in South Dum-Dum, Baruipur and Basirliat. The 
growth of Baruipur may. however, be partly accounted for by an addition 
to its area. 

89. Nearly all the towns of Nadia aie either stationary or decadent. 
Their aggregate population has had an addition of only 563 since 1901, 
and has decreased by a little over 17.000 since 1891. The two largest 
towns, Kiishnagar, the headquarters station, and Santipur, once an important 
weaving centre, have both lost ground : the former has suhered severely 
from fever, the latter from the decline of its industries. Nadiq, the birth- 
place of Chaitanya and a pilgrim centre, returns 1,600 more persons than in 
1901. but this is not altogether a real advance, for a religious festival 
was approaching, and there were a number of pilgrims present in the 
town. Of the subdivisional stations, Ranaghat alone, which is a consider- 
able railway junction, has been slowly but steadily growing since 1891 ; in 
spite of the municipal area being reduced by 200 acres in 1905, its 'population 
has increased by 13 per cent. In Murshidabad, Berhampore, the district 
headquarters, has an increase of 7 per cent., and the two subdivisional 
headquarters of Kandi and Jangipur have also expanded. Murshidabad and 
Azimganj (a municipality in its suburbs) both show a continuous and 
heavy decline since 1891. There are only three towns in Jessore, of which 
Jessore and Maheshpur are stationary, while Kotchandpur has lost popu- 
lation owing to the falling off in the manufacture and sale of sugar to which 
it owed its former prosperity. 

90. In North Bengal there are 19 towns and three cantonments, viz., 

., _ Buxa. Lebong and Jalapahar. of which, however, 

the last two are treated as forming part ci the 
town of Darjeeling. Of these 19 towns, only three have over 20,000 and only 
six over 10,000 inhabitants. The largest is still Sirajganj, a flourishing 
jute market on the Padma, which has grown slightly since 1901. The only 
towns that have decreased since that year are Natore and Sherpur (Bogra), 
the result of malaria and general unhealthiness. All the other towns 
are progressive except Old Malda, which is stationary : Jalpaiguri 
has increased by nearly 18 and Bogra by nearly 28 per cent, since 1901. 
Of the smaller towns, Saidpur, the northern head-quarters of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, has gained 42 per cent, and now contains over 8.000 
inhabitants, while Kurigram and Gaibandha. two subdivisional stations in 
Rangpur, have doubled their population. All the towns in Gooch Behar 
are small and unimportant, except the capital of the same name, which is 
not progressive. 

91. The town of Darjeeling requires special mention on account of its 

Dujiri I nc importance as the headquarters of Government 

for part of the year and also because it is. next to 
Simla, the most populous hill station in India. In 1872. before the construc- 
tion of the railway, when the only approach to Darjeeling was by a long 
tedious march, the population numbered only 3.157, but during the next 
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months later disclosed a population of 16.302. The number has now risen 
to 20.526 in spite of 2.000 deaths from plague, hut this large increase is 
mainly due to an additional 2h square miles having boon included within 
municipal limits in 1003. In the town as now constituted the ratio of increase 
is 8 per cent. : it contains large railway workshops to which labourers and 
artisans are attracted. There are only two other towns in the district, both 
of which are local trade centres, viz.. Khagaria, north of the Ganges, which 
has lost slightly, and Sheikhpura, south of the Ganges, which "has added 
considerably to its numbers. 

91). There has been a general decline of urban population in North Bihar 
Town* is Norm Bihar. tlue P artl .V to plague, partly to the increasing 

volume of emigration and partly to tho fact that 
the towns, as a rule, have no large industries, while their trade, except in 
agricultural produce, mainly supplies local wants. In Saran the decrease of 
1901 has been followed by another serious loss of population, which is shared 
in by every town. Chapra, which in 1901 recorded a decrease of 20 per cent,., 
has since then had 6,634 deaths from plague, and its populat ion has fallen by 
3,528. or 8 per cent. There was a particularly had epidemic in the early part, of 
1911. and some of the inhabitants had deserted the town when tho census was 
taken. The rate of decrease is even higher in Uovelganj, which lias sull'ered 
both from loss of trade and from plague mortality : tin' aggregate number 
of deaths from plague in the decade 1901 — 1910 represented 23 per cent, 
of the population returned in 1901. In Si wan the decrease of 21 per 
cent, corresponds to the actual loss caused by plague. The two towuH of 
Champaran, Motihari and Bettiah, have been free from this disoaso, and both 
have an accretion of population. The municipal area of Bettiah was reduced by 
half a square mile in 1902, hut on the other hand its population was artificially 
inflated on the day of the census, when the town was visited by the Lieut- 
enant-Governor, and people flocked in from the neighbourhood. Those two 
towns have progressed steadily since 1872, the former having more Mum 
doubled, and the latter nearly doubled, its population. 

100. The town of Muzaffarpur, which declined by 9 per cent, between 189 I 
and 1901, lias again lost slightly, though there was an addition of a square mile 
to the municipal area : it now has only 1,200 more inhabitants than it had 
in 1881. Sifcamarhi is the only progressive town in this district; it 
has been free from plague and has grown steadily since 1881. Happur, 
the only other subdivisionnl town, is decadent, every census disclosing 
a further decrease : during the last 10 years plague carried away 1 7 per 
cent, of the population. The population returned for llarbhanga in 1901 
was unnaturally small, owing to a number of poople having loft tho town for 
weddings elsewhere ; hut in spite of this there has boon no rocovory, hut a 
further small decline (3.616), which may he attributed to plague. Mndliu- 
bani, on the other hand, was free from plague, hut has lost 7 per cent., owing 
to nearly two square miles being excluded from municipal limits m 1901. 
Samastipur is stationary, and Rosera has a heavy loss. 1 lie two towns ol 
Bhagalpur have also lost ground ; the headquarters station, as already 
stated, has lost slightly, while the population of Colgong has been reduced 
to under 5,000. In’ the Purnea district. Katihar, a developing railway 
junction, is the only town with an appreciable giowth, Lnnon is decadent, 
and, though it has added a few hundreds since 1901 . is Jess populous than 
in 1872. Kishenganj is a centre for the jute trade, but it lies in the fever 

area and its population is stationary. .... 

101. Jn Orissa more than half of the urban population is contained with- 

in tho two towns of Cuttack and Puri. Cuttack 
Orissa. with 52,528 inhabitants is the fourth largest town 

in the Province and has an increase of 2 per cent, since 1901. Tn that year 
it contained a detachment of a Madras regiment, but it has since ceased to 
be a military station, and there is consequently a slight loss of population 
on that account* The other two towns in the Cuttack district are 
holding their ground. The population of Puri is always an uncertain 

o Tll0 ol ,j cantonment has ten afrortel by the municipality. It* population at the time of the 
cenmw wan 3,508. 
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quant it v, owing iii lln> ll.iiif iwr ] >■ >| til t:it ion uf pilgrim'-, In }!Hl| it wan 
ri'tunii'il ni t or nearly 21 .000 mnri< tliun m IH'.H. Imi 1 7,0Hf» pilgrim** 

had f’i'iii" ini < » I In* town i nr one i>r lh*> lar ge amitial fi'stivals, ami tii<< 
permanent population \va>i 32, 2.V.I. At t In* jh'omohI comma iil*m tln>n> wjm an 
inlltix "f .'i.L’iCv pilgrim*- on account of I lie approaching flol Jnlr/i festival ; if 
I Imy arc t li«- ri**»i*I»’nt population uf lltu limn mi tniu-r:; nr tj'.'i 

jut runt, more than in 1901. Tlii- iiicrcam* i-< natural, fur i’nri has «|i* v»*J- 
op.-d considerably during tin* la-t fun yi-;tvn, owing t * » i t *< attractions an a 
fra^'li' resort. I’nlasoio has g> own slightly in ciiuscqticucc of an extension 
nf tin* municipal boundary. hut I'diadrnkh i>i stationary. 

10-'. Thu I’ho'a Nagpur Plateau contains 27 town*', hut unly two 
,, 'itiiH’hi aiul I’uruliai havu mvr 20,000 jnhabi- 

l*i vi i'm '' ' 1 taut*. In lliu !• uinlat my Status there am only 

six smalt town*', v.itli an average jiojitilatiou 
of li.200, scattered uVit 28.000 square miles, Mo.t of t h»* town!' in British 
ti'intmy havu not y.-i hi un connected |,y tin* railway with tin- outside 
worhl ; eight. wlnuli havu obtain* d railway umiiuiiiniua! imi. am making 
g mat piogiv-s, tliuir average increase in fhu la«t tun years t«</ ug 2.7 
p>w runt. In thu Nonthal Paigauus, Sahel. g.mj has now nioru than maiiu 
il]> I hu I nf populat tun it - ii ». t aiiiuil by plague in J!K)|, when the 
town was paitialh «\aenat**i. t 'mnparnii with that year, it ha*' nearly 
ih'U i 'lu' l it - population. hnt it ha* 1 only 3,000 more inhabitants than in 1891. 
Till*- I- a town whiuh "W*--. it" iluvulopniunt to thu railway. local 
produce being received from thu *li"ttiul" of I’uriiua, Mahla ami Bhagalpur, 
as wul! a" from thu llajnmhal Hills, uf rurunt yuaia it ha*- been growing 
in imp i tanru a*- a Made centre. owing to tlm deVelopim-nt of thu trade 
in siltni oia"", whiuh i" her. prussi'i into halos am! u.xportuil to Calcutta 
for tlm manufautuiu of pap"r. Heoghar ha*- :i> i< !• •< 1 no h 1 "" than 29 p-r 
rrnt to it" population "inun 1901, imt this apparently large increase is 
due. to a if mat oxmnt, to an addition of two "quaie nnlus to it" area: it is 
a favoiuitu jilacu of pilgrimage. hut thu pilgnms mostly coniu in .lamtary. 
1'uhrnarv ami Suptunihur. ami tlm census figure*. were hut little nllected hv 
them. Both tlii" town ami Ma<lhiipiir am attracting an increasing number 
of Bengali tfentlemen. owing t*> thuir reputation as health resorts, hut tin* 
actual if ri w i h of jmpnlation in Mailhupur is still very small. Ihtmka, the 
huaili|iiartur" of the district, which has recently hern created a mtini«i|.nl- 
it y, has a population of only Tin* old capital of Uajitiahal. which 

is a suhilivisjonal huadijnarturs and a local trade mart, has only a few 
hundred" less. 

103. ifnzaribagh, which was dcscrihed as slight ly decadent in 11HH , 
has now increased hy nearly 2.000. Access to this town has heen facilitated 
by tin* opening of the Grand Chord Line, and though it is still -10 miles 
from tin* railway, il is already attracting visitors and permanent resi- 
dents nn account of its healthiness and the educational facilities afl’ordod 
hy its college. Giridih in the same district has benefited hy tin* deve- 
lopment of tin* coal-fields, and lias increased hy 13 per cent.; hut part 
of the increase must lm attributed to the municipal area being extended 
hy ]b square miles. The growth of Uanclii since IS!! 1 lias been even 
greater, for in 15)01 it recorded a growth of 2S percent, audit has now- 
added 7.000 more or 27 per cent, to its population. The area of this town 
has increased by \h square miles since IfiOl, hut it has also developed 
naturally. At the last census it was 70 miles away from any line of 
railway, Imt since thou tin* Beugal-Xagptir Railway has heen extended 
from Purulia, a narrow gauge line being opened at the end of 1007. Its 
importance lmth as a sanitarium and as an administrative and commercial 
centre has increased in an extraordinary degree. New buildings have 
sprung up. and it has attracted a number of new settlers. 

10-1. Daltonganj, in the district of Palamau, to which the railway has also 
been extended since tho last census, has grown by 23 per cent., while Garhwn, 
a trading mart, which has been connected with the railway by a good road, 
has advanced considerably. Purulia, in the Manhlmm district, which increased 
hy 42 per cent, between 1892 and 1902, owing to the opening of the Bengal- 
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Nagpur Railway and the development of the eooly-recrniting business, has 
registered a further increase of 21 per cent. Chaibasa, the headquarters ot 
Singhblnnn, which is still 16 miles away from a railway, has not advanced 
appreciably, but the opening of the Tata Iron and Steel Works at Sakchi 
has led to the creation of another town in the district. Sambalpur, the head- 
quarters of the district of that name, returned a population of 14,571 in 
1891, but between that year and 1901 some adjoining villages were excluded 
from the municipal area, and the population consequently fell to 12,870. 
During the past decade it has advanced very slightly. 

VILLAGES. 


105. Both in the Presidency of Bengal and the Province of Bihar and 

Orissa the vast majority of the population live 

The census village. j n villages, the proportion per mille of the total 

population being 936 in the former and 966 in the latter Province. The term 
village as used in the census records has very different meanings. In the 
Province of Bengal as constituted at the time of the census the mauza , or 
survey or settlement village, was treated as the census village, except in four 
districts ; in the districts then included in Eastern Bengal and Assam the 
residential village was taken as the unit. In other words, the census village 
corresponded to the mauza in all the districts of .Bihar and Orissa, except 
Manbhum, Palamau and Hazaribagh, while in Bengal it corresponded to the 
mauza in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, to the settlement village 
in Gooch Bihar, and elsewhere to the residential village, i.e., a group of houses 
bearing a separate name. 

106. The mauza , it may be explained, consists of a parcel of land, the 

boundaries of w^iich were defined either by the 
The mauza. revenue survey over half a century ago or by later 

cadastral surveys. It usually bears the name of the main village or collec- 
tion of houses found on it when the survey was made, but it does not 
necessarily correspond with the latter. It may contain only that one village, 
or it may contain a number of separate villages, or it may be uninhabited. 
In some cases the portion of the mauza which was inhabited at the time 
of the survey may have disappeared owing to the village or villages 
being abandoned, or it may be known by a different name, or new villages or 
groups of houses may have been established. The area and boundaries of 
the mauza, however, remain unchanged. It cannot disappear, except by being 
diluviated. and it is therefore a constant unit. The adoption of this unit 
is an innovation in the Bengal census procedure, the residential village 
being hitherto the unit, except in cadastrally surveyed districts. The term 
1 village ’ was, however, elusive and difficult of definition, while its applica- 
tion proved a source of great divergencies. In some parts the only residential 
village which was locally recognized was the village which gave its name 
to the mauza; this, consequently, was the only village returned, other collec- 
tions of houses being treated as hamlets ( tolas or ■aras). Again, groups of 
houses at a distance from this village, each of which in the general accept- 
ation of the term would be regarded as a separate village, were grouped 
toa-other because they bore the name of the parent village. Elsewhere, how- 
ever every collection of houses bearing a separate name was treated as a 
separate village. The general result in 1901 was summarized by Mr. Gait as 

f o' l0 “ There is no <marantee that the definition has been rightly or uniformly 

applied even now, "or that a fresh enquiry would not result in finally of the* 

sn-onllerl hamlets being classed as villages and many of the villages trans- 
ferred to the category of hamlets And if it is difficult now to decide 
nreciselv what constitutes a residential village, it will be still more so ten 
vears lienee to say what was treated as a village at the present census. 
In* the course of ten years many existing villages will have disappeared on 
changed their names, while new ones will have sprung up; large villages 
will have absorbed their smaller neighbours, and hamlets ivill have grown 
t - i b- n f qpnarate villages. Detailed comparison between t,.e results 

of the two censuses is thus impossible where the residential - Ven 

as the unit.” 
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107. Tin* size of tin* nniur.it varies very greatly, aiwi ni>iih< lire surprisingly 
( (| large ami populism. Thi« k <|ti<* to t In* faH tlmi, 

:it lln> tiiin« nf tin- revenue survey, largo trarfH 
were under jungle and were consequent ly surveyed in large blocks. Since 
(lien (lie jungle him given wav to cultivation, and villages have sprung up in 
what wtm wa*»te land. Thu**. in the we*.f of Midtiapore a large frael of 
jungle land was delimited in l!i blocks ; these blocks, vhieh are i;nown as 
the .1 tingle Mahals, contain over 20.(1(10 villages hetween them. Again, 
in the (ia\a district, one niuurn Kawahlm!, with an area of (!l) sijnare 
miles, was treated as a single unntru ; it now contains no less than 8S 
villages or hamlets wit it I BOOK inhahitanls. In Mir/atl'nipur the average 
area of a until ;u is 131 aeies or ahoiit tuo-thnds of a square mile; hut the 
individual imntyts rang** from a few acres to three square miles, ami 
in the alluvial formation known as ilia ms extend to lit >.<|u;i ri* miles' ; 
in this district oir* maura, Sarsnnd, has a population of 10.120 persons. 
In I’urnea, where the population is not so dense, the average size of a 
maura is a little under one sijuare mile; Imre th** smallest mauza has an 
area of only .*> acres, while the Impest extends over 1 2.02 1 acres, or tiearlv 20 
square miles. In t'hamparan the average is I'l l siptare miles, or nearly 
dotthle that of MuzntVarpur, l*nt one mutt ra (Nemra hnbedaita) has t he enor- 
mous area of Id square miles and a population of I (I. I 35 jierMins. while another 
extends over 1 1 square miles and has ! I, old inhabitants. 

IdS. In Satan, a district where the pressure on the soil is very great, the 
average size of a nutum is only a little over half a square mile. Altogether 
21S mauzas in tliis district are over I, Odd acres in area, and 65)7 
hetween odd and 1 .Odd acres ; the remainder are all under odd acres’. 
The smallest has an area of less than acres; the largest (Shifah Uinr.i) 
stretches over ll>£ square miles, and contains 5.J17 inhahitanls. The latter 
is. as tlm name indicates, a ilinnt tract, and its size is not therefore 
so extraordinary, hut its population shows how, in course of time, ilium 
lands are taken up for settled habitation and no! merely for shifting 
cultivation. I’arsa, an inland mauza in the same district, with an area of fiA- 
square miles and 0.17!) inhabitants, is far more densely populated. In Blingal- 
pitr. Kliawaspttr Milik has a population of 10, lf»2 living in IS villages, while 
in I’uri the mauza of I’ratap Sasan includes 27 villages with ii.OH-l iuliahitants. 
A mthk. it may he mentioned, was originally a rent-free property granted either 
for religious and eharitahle purposes or as a reward for services already ren- 
dered or liable to lie rendered in the future; a sasan was a royal grant 

of rent-free land to Brahmans, and in Orissa 
there is still a class of Brahmans designated 
Sasani as tlmv depend for their subsistence 
on such grants. The marginal statement 
shows the numhei of inhabited mauzas and 
residential villages or hamlets in t lie districts 
of the old Province of Bengal which have 
come under survey and in which the mauza 
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was taken as the unit. 

1 00. It would lie of little use to discuss the statistics for villages in 
Bengal owing to the dil.erence between the defini- 
I mi tonus m tions adopted in t hose districts which were adminis- 

tered by the two Governments, viz... Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
and to the indeterminate character of the unit adopted by the latter. Suffice 
it to say that the average number of inhabitants per village is 352. and that 
nearly four-fifths of the rural population are in villages with a population of 
under 2,000. The least populous villages, as distinct from mauzas, are found 
in Xortli Bengal, and the most populous in East Bengal, the average population 
being 261 and 35)1 respectively. The population of mauza s varies from 326 in 
West Bengal to 57-1 in Central Bengal. As an instance of the variations 
which may occur in the number or villages found in a district where the 
residential village is the unit, it will ho sufficient to point to Jalpaiguri, whore 
thore were 3,330 villages in 185)1, 766 in 15)01 and 2,215) at this census. 

110. In Bihar and Orissa, however, t.he mauza being a permanent unit, 
the statistics repay examination, though, owing to the change of the 
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definition of tin' census village. it is impossible to institute a comparison 
with the statistics of last census. In this Province the average population 
is .‘>18. The mean is. however, reduced hv the small villages of the (.'hot a 
Nagpur Plateau, which contain on the average less than half as many people 
as the villages of North and South Bihar : in the latter area the mo.-t 
populous villages are found in Barbhaug.i. where there is a dense cultivating 
population averaging 1*00 per village. In the Province as a whole nearly 
nine-tenths of the rural population reside in villages with under 2.000 
inhabitants. 1 .urge villages with over 2,000 inhabitants are far mere frequent 
in Bihar than in other parts of the Province, the proportion of the rural 
population enumerated in them being 2oo per mille in North Bihar and 1 78 
per mille in South Bihar, whereas itt Orissa the ratio is only no, and in 
the Ohota Nagpur Plateau 2n per mille. 

111. In the two Provinces dealt with in tin's report it is not always easy 

to distinguish between an overgrown village and a 
uuraitm «r v.u-w.r-. small town having few. if any. urban characteris- 
tics. The density and numerical strength of the population are in themselves 
no criteria, for a village may be a compact area with over .">.000 inhabitants, all 
or nearly all engaged in cultivation. The main points of difteremv lie in the 
occupations of t he people, for a town is a centre of trade, or at least has 
shops catering for the wants of its inhabitants and of the surrounding villages, 
or it is a ptae-> where the majority of the residents are engaged in non-agri- 
cnltural pursuits. In the villages, however, the majority an' devoted to 
agriculture, there being comparatively few of the industrial classes : such as 
there are have mostly occupations subsidiary to agriculture or are engaged in 
handicrafts supplying the simple needs of the villagers. As a rule, the 
village is purely residential, and shops are few and far between, the villagers 
getting their supplies at the periodical weekly or bi-weekly markets [?i ats) or 
the fair (mefal to which people Hook in from the ncighbourlnxvl. In tin's 
respect rural Bengal is not unlike media'vnl Kngland, when' nearly all selling 
and buying took place at weekly markets or annual fairs. The villages are 
still, to a very large extent, self-contained, the people meeting their wants 
from their own resources, but as the tentacles of mtvlern commerce are 
thrown out further and further, this isolation is gradually being broken into. 
One sign of the change is the creation of a new type of village, which may 
be most appropriately described as a railway burar. They are simply collec- 
tions of houses, godowns. etc., which spring up in the noighbourluvvl of 
railway stations and grow by gradual accretion. They are often little more 
than crowded hash's . their inhabitants consisting of traders, coolies and ot hoi's 
dependent on the railway and not on the pro luce of the fields. Another 
new type of village consists of t he cooly lines in the neighbourhood of mills 
and mines. 

112. The character of the residential villages varies considerably in 
different parts of the two Provinces. In Bengal the village generally 
consists of small groups of houses scattered through the rioo and jute fields'.* 
large compact villages, where periodical markets are held, are usually found 
only on the banks of the rivers. The villagers live, more or less secluded, 
in detached homesteads, surrounded hy a belt of fruit trees or bamboo 
thickets : the screen of trees and jungle secures that privaey which the 
Bengali likes for his domestic life. The oldest villages are almost invariably 
found on the banks of the rivers or in their neighbourhood, whore there are 
ridges of comparatively high land and of considerable extent. The central 
basins between such ridges are swampy and unhealthy, but, ns the popula- 
tion increases and the village site becomes more crowded, the people build 
their houses further away from the river hank on mounds artificially raised 
in order to keep them above flood-level. A noticeable feature of the Bengal 
villages as compared with villages up-country is their cleanliness. The 
difference between them may bo illustrated by an account given by a medical 
officer fresh from the Punjab : “Tho very first, thing that, struck mo a ft in- 
coming from the Punjab was tho cleanliness of the villages ns compared 
with those of that Province, and also the plentiful and comparatively pure 
supply of drinking-water. In tho Punjab there is often but one irregular 
shallow pond used by man and boast for washing and drinking, the banks 
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of which are extremely foul with excrement, which its washed into the water 
by every shower, and as the dry season progresses, makes the water more 
and more concentrated sewage. There too in every village it is a common 
thing for men, women and children to go but a very few yards from their 
houses to defecate. In this district (Murshidabad) I found nothing 
approaching this state of affairs r* the houses were carefully looped every 
■morning, court-yards were swept, and all the lanes were quite free from human 
excrement ”. 

113. In Bihar the people are more gregarious. They live in closely packed 
villages standing on mounds that consist of the debris of former habitations ; 
instead of dispersed homesteads we find clusters of mud-walled houses 

^grouped round a main street with narrow side lanes. In densely populated 
areas, the establishment of a new village is no easy matter, and the grow- 
ing population has to find accommodation by over-crowding the existing 
houses or adding yet another house to the congested village site. Most 
villages are situated in the open, surrounded by dry cultivation, but in 
North Bihar many are built on the edges of swampy depressions. Some 
villages are surrounded by groves of palm trees which furnish liquor — 
strangely enough, the inhabitants of such villages are often Muhammadans, 
to whom such indulgence should be taboo — elsewhere they stand compact 
in the midst of bare treeless plains. The sanitation of the Bihar village 
leaves much to be desired. There is little or no attempt to secure proper 
drainage or cleanliness. The wells from which the people get their drinking- 
water supply are frequently neglected and dirty. Some, moreover, are in 
the inner court-yards of the houses, surrounded by the house drains, the 
contents of which gradually soak in and find their way into the water by 
percolation. 

114. In Orissa the villages consist of groups of houses, each with a 
small compound enclosed by a bamboo fence, and containing a vegetable 
garden. They are screened by a belt of palm, mango and fig trees ; close by 
is the village tank, consecrated or married to a god, in the centre of which 
may be seen a small column or pole sacred to the deity. Most villages 
contain a small open shed in which the Bhagabat is recited before the 
assembled villagers, and in Sambalpur {here is generally a rest-house for the 
accommodation of strangers. 

115. In Oliota Nagpur the villages are generally built on a ridge or 
near the crest of a slope, above the spot which the first settlers selected for 
the bandh or reservoir from which to irrigate their fields. They consist, as a 
rule, of a long straggling row of houses or of a single street with houses on 
each side, but occasionally contain narrow lanes striking off from the main 
street. When the village is first formed, the houses stand well away from 
one another, each with a little plot hedged in, but, as it grows, the villagers 
have to be content with more contracted sites and smaller enclosures. 
Trees, so conspicuous a feature of the Bengal village, are few in number ; 
but there is generally a solitary nival, banyan or mango tree near the 
house of the village head-man, alongside which an open space is usually 
reserved as the akhara or village meeting place. Immediately outside the 
village, however, there are usually one or more groups of trees (generally 
sal in the villages of aboriginals), or even a single tree representing the grove 
( sarna or jahira ) sacred to the village deity.* Many of the villages are 'very 
dirty, drinking-water being got from unprotected Jeutcha wells, which 
receive part of the drainage, and their general condition is more like 
that of Bihar than Bengal. The Santal village is an exception, the 
Santals keeping their houses and their surroundings exemplarily clean, a 
fact which partly accounts for the healthiness and vigour of the race. 

116. The above account may be taken to apply to most villages 
in Chota Nagpur, but they vary in character with the race of their occupants. 
They are not all so bare and treeless as the village described above. The 
Khond village lies embedded in a leafy grove or at the foot of finely-wooded 
hills, or crowns some knoll in the valleys. The houses are built in two 
long rows forming a street ; at the back is a fence enclosing the homesteads 
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so that the whole village looks somewhat like a stockade. Both the Ho and 
Munda villages are distinguished by graveyards with massive slabs, beneath 
which lie the bones of past generations of the villagers. A collection of these 
sepulchral monuments invariably marks the site of a Ho or a Alunda village ; 
in addition to the slab at the tomb, a massive stone. 5 to 15 feet high, is set 
up to the memory of the deceased outside the village. The Bhuiya villages 
in the Orissa hills on the other hand are picturesquely placed at the foot of 
well-wooded hills by the side of a hill stream. ‘‘ The village nestles in a 
fine grove of jack trees, to the fruit of which the Bhuiya is particularly 
partial. There is one broad street with the houses on either side. The house 
of the head-man and the village elders is in the centre of the street : on the 
outskirts live the low castes of Pans and Kols, who perform all the menial 
tasks of the Bhuiyas. In close proximity to the head-man’s house is the 
darbar or mandaj? (drum) house, where the bachelors of the village sleep, 
and the place in front is used as the village dancing ground. The darbar 
house is also the village guest-house : here are stored the provisions contri- 
buted by the villagers and made up into bundles ready for the immediate use 
of the guest.”* The Oraon villages, on the other hand, are generally huddled 
together without any attempt at a village street ; there are no thoroughfares, 
hut only narrow twisting paths — “ a most perfect labyrinth leading to an 
infinite series of cul-de-sacs , each one or more puzzling than the last. A 
European who finds himself in one of these mazes would find it impossible to 
get out of it without a guide.” f 

117. The villages of the aboriginals are by no means always permanent. 
Should a village be attacked by some epidemic disease, the inhabitants 
believe that the spot is haunted by some evil spirit, demolish their house 
and move to some more favourable site. Another feature which deserves 
mention is that in Oraon, Khond, Bhuiya and Sauria Paharia villages there 
is generally a dormitory for unmarried boys and another for unmarried 
girls. 

118. In Darjeeling and Sikkim there are no villages in the proper sense 
of the word, but only homesteads nestling on the hill sides or in the valleys. 
Occasionally five or six houses are grouped together, but generally each 
homestead stands in its own land near the patches of cleared cultivation. 
Clusters of houses, which can be dignified by the designation of villages, 
are only found in a few bazars to which the people go to obtain their weekly 
supplies of food.- In the Tarai the social unit is not, as elsewhere in 
India, the village, but the/ot or farm, f.e., the homestead of a substantial 
farmer or jotdar with the houses of his relations, tenants and farm labourers 
clustered round it. The 'iotdar keeps the little community together and 
maintains a store-house, elevated on piles, in which his stock of rice is kept 
and from which he makes loans to his dependants or furnishes them with 


seed. 

119. On the outskirts of many villages in the plains may be seen a 

small cluster of houses in which live the degraded 
Depressed classes. semi-Hinduized castes, the ‘ untouchables ’ as they 

are called by the modern Bengali. These consist of dirty ill-thatched houses, 
which present a very different appearance to the neat, well-swept and tidy 
buildings of the better class Hindus. In Orissa these detached hamlets 
are occupied by such castes as the Pans and Gandas, in Bihar by Musahars 
and Doms, and in Bengal by the unclean Haris and Bauris. 


HOUSES. 


120. In Bengal the dwelling house, or, as it may perhaps be more properly 

called, the homestead, is as a rule composed of 
Dwelling iiodses. four huts, built round and facing a central court- 

yard, with detached cattle-sheds and out-houses. Two of the huts forming 


° h. E. B. Cobden Ramsay. Oriss.i States Gazetteer, p. 51. 
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the house are used as living- rooms — one for the male and the other for the 
female members of the household — another is a cookshed and the third is 
the baitalclchana or sitting room, where visitors are received and the men sit 
and smoke. They are usually built on raised plinths, and the walls consist 
of bamboos or reeds plastered with mud, or are built of earth, which, in the 
lateritic districts of West Bengal, hardens, with exposure to .the air, almost 
of the consistency of stone. The earth required for the plinth and walls 
is taken from pits dug in the neighbourhood, which in the rains are full 
of water and afford congenial breeding-grounds for mosquitoes. The roofs 
are covered with thatch of considerable thickness, and have a curved hog- 
backed ridge, especially designed for withstanding the heavy rainfall of the delta. 
Sometimes the roofs are tiled, and those who can ahord it are beginning 
to roof their housos with corrugated iron, (in which they adhere to the same 
immemorial curve), as a protection against arson, which is a favourite form 
of crime in some parts of Bengal. 

121. Jn Bihar the houses of the cultivators are, as a rule, mud-w'alled 
huts, built of earth dug up in the vicinity, with which broken pottery is 
mixed, so as to impart solidity. The roof is, as a rule, made of thatch — a 
frequent source of fire ; only the well-to-do can afford tiled roofs. There is 
no provision for ventilation, but this is no great hardship to peasants who 
regard their houses merely as places for cooking and sleeping in. In riverain 
tracts, liable to Hood from great rivers, the cultivators live in huts with 
wattled walls and thatched roofs, for the soil is often so sandy that mud for 
the walls cannot be obtained, while the risk of their houses being washed 
away makes the use of other materials a piece of useless extravagance.* 
The houses are therefore erected above the level of flood water and are 
constructed of bamboo framework, thickly plastered over, and thatched with 
straw. Some of the poorer classes have only huts made of reeds which 
scarcely support a thatch. These, however, have the advantage of being 
portable. As a Bengali writer says — “ A man like a snail can carry his 
house anywhere and raise it anew.” The richer classes only live in brick- 
built houses. The ordinary cultivator either cannot get or cannot aflord 
bricks, and, besides this, there is in some places a superstitious belief that 
brick-built walls attract the evil eye ; the well-to-do, however, know that 
it is harder for a burglar to break through a brick wall than a soft earthen 
wall. There is also a prejudice in some parts against square houses ; houses 
should be oblong, and the two longer sides should run north and south. 

122. In Chota Nagpur the average house consists of three mud-walled 
and thatched buildings, one of which is the sleeping apartment, one a kitchen 
and one a cattle-shed. They are arranged on three sides of a quadrangle ; 
on the fourth or open side is a plot of land, on which are grown various 
crops' and vegetables for domestic consumption. Behind one of the three 
huts .is another plot usually enclosed by mud- walls, in which corn is 
threshed and fodder and manure are stored. The site has to be carefully 
selected from superstitious motives. A Brahman or Ojha is consulted 
as to whether the site is a lucky one and what is an auspicious day for 
commencing building. Some of the wilder tribes place 21 grains of paddy 
on the spot selected over-night and return in the morning to ascei’tain the 
result. If the grain has been disturbed or attacked by white-ants during 
the night, the spot is abandoned as unlucky ; if it is untouched, the building 
is commenced. 

123. Among some of the aboriginal races the houses are of a very pri- 
mitive kind. “ The huts of the Juangs,” writes Colonel Dalton, “are about 
the smallest that human being ever deliberately constructed as dwellings. 
They measure about 6 feet by 8, and are very low, with doors so small as 
to preclude the idea of a corpulent householder. Scanty as are the above 
dimensions for a family dwelling, the interior is divided into two compart- 
ments, one of which is the store-room, the other used for all domestic 

° The vawe of the headquarters station of the Seiran district, viz., Chapra, is believed to be derived 
from Chhapar , meaning a thatched roof, and is evidence of its liability inundation in early times. 
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arrangements. The paterfamilias and all his belongings of the female sex 
huddle together in this one stall, not much larger than a dog-kennel ; for 
the boys there is a separate dormitory.” The narrow entrance, into which 
the owner is obliged to creep on all fours, is characteristic of the rudest huts 
used by Dravidian races, and it has been suggested that it is a reminiscence 
of cave-life. This feature is also found in the Oraon houses, which are small 
and low, most of them consisting of four mud walls, 15 feet long, 7 feet high 
and 6 feet broad, surmounted by a thatched roof. In the middle of one of 
these walls there is a hole 4£ feet high, which serves as an entrance, the 
'door consisting of two big planks roughly hewn out of the trunk of a tree. 
Above is a log which supports the wall and is aptly called the kavarphora 
or forehead-breaker, whilst on both sides there is a raised verandah, under 
which the household pigs have their sty. Inside, there are three rooms, in 
the middle one of which the family live and prepare their food. On one side 
of it is a room in which the bullocks and the goats are kept ; on the other is 
the granary and store-room. 

124. The houses of the Klionds call for special mention, as they are 
made entirely of wood without a single nail being used. The Khond builds 
his house himself, his only tools being a hatchet and a chisel. With these he 
hews out thick planks from the log of a tree, and erects grooved posts to 
form the framework of his house. Planks are slid into the grooves and 
bound together by cross-stays, which are fixed by wooden pins and keys. 
The doors are ingeniously made to revolve in grooved blocks fixed to the 
frame. The roof consists of thin Hat rafters with a thatch of straw, and the 
only repair it requires is the addition of a layer of fresh straw every year. 
It takes a Khond two years to build a house, and it lasts from 20 to 30 years. 
The interior generally consists of two small rooms partitioned off by a railing. 
One is used for cooking and sleeping in, the other serves as a cattle-pen. 
The younger members of the family and the servants sleep in a separate room, 
where the stock of grain is also stored. The grown-up girls sleep together 
in a dormitory in charge of one of the old women, and there is another 
dormitory for the young men. 

125. An entirely different type of house is found among the bill tribes 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. They are raised about six feet above the 
ground, access being obtained by means of a rough step ladder. In front 
is a verandah, behind which come the bachelors’ quarters. At the back of 
the latter are the rooms of the married members of the family, separated by 
mat walls. They are apportioned according to seniority, one being reserved 
for the eldest married member of the family and his wife, another for the 
second eldest, and so on.* 

126. In whatever part of the country they may be, the houses have one 
common feature, viz., the absence or rarity of windows by which the interior 
can be ventilated. This is not a matter of much importance in the houses of 
the lower classes, for the men live out in the open, and for the women there 
is a certain amount of ventilation through the thatched or tiled roof, or 
through the walls where the latter are made of reeds or bamboos : there is, 
moreover, generally a space between the walls and the roof which allows of 
the perflation of air. The flimsy nature of the walls is really sanitary, and 
in the hills of Darjeeling and Sikkim the comparative rarity of consumption 
may be put down to this account. It is a different matter for pardah women 
living in brick-built house. The rooms are jealously closed, and the windows, 
if any, are small in size, are near the top of the wall, and are securely latticed, 
so that these are of little use for ventilation. The insanitary effects of the 
purdah system are accentuated in towns. To quote from a report by 
Dr. H. M. Crake on the sanitary condition of the northern portion of 
Calcutta: — “No survey of an oriental city can possibly ignore the potent 
influence of the ■ iardah system on its domestic architecture. Obviously, the 
house is directly inspired by the necessity of securing absolute privacy for 
The ladies of the household. To effectually seclude the inner apartments 
from the vulgar gaze, air and light are shut out and the rooms rendered 
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unfit for human habitation. It is very common to find the whole of the 
lower storey of the zanana, even in large and valuable houses, given up 
to godowns and kitchens, the inmates frankly admitting that none of the 
rooms are fit to live in. I must confess I am astonished at the average 
kitchen. It is, in a large number of houses, a gloomy, stuffy den, full of acrid 
smoke, and yet the ladies of the house have to spend hours in these very 
unpleasant surroundings. The entire absence of chimneys results in an 
atmosphere which is almost unbearable when cooking is going on in a parti- 
cularly ill-ventilated kitchen. ” 


HOUSES AND FAMILIES. 


Tin: Census Ilor.SK. 


127. The house for census purposes is a social and not a structural 

unit. As at the last census, it was defined “ as 
consisting of the buildings, one or many, inhabited 
by one family, i.e ., by a number of persons living and eating together 
in one mess, with their resident dependants, such as mother, widowed 
sisters, younger brothers, etc., and their servants who reside in the house.” 
In other words, the unit is the commensal family, and not the homestead 
or enclosure. The value of this definition is that it is easily understood and 
requires very little explanation : it is, in practice, the definition used in the 
interpretation of the Chaukidari Act, and is no novelty to the people. There 
were some exceptions to the standard definition, but they were few in 
number In the case of Europeans and Anglo-Indians the whole building 
actually occupied by them was taken as one house. For police lines, jail, 
dispensaries, lunatic asylums, etc., special arrangements were made. In 
cooly lines each room with a separate door-way was treated as a separate 
house, and in the hash's of Howrah and Calcutta each hut was numbered as a 
house. 


128. The average number of persons per house as thus defined is 5 '3 
in Bengal and 5'2 in Bihar and Orissa, which have changed places in this 
respect during the last decade. The variations between the different 
divisions are small, the maximum being 5'5 (in Central and East Bengal) 
and the minimum 4'6 (in West Bengal). In Central Bengal the average 
is slightly inflated by the figui-es for Calcutta, where the house was defined 
as the municipal premise ; in West Bengal the low average is due to the 
immigrant population of labourers living in huts, hash's or cooly lines, where 
each room was numbered as a house. There are 105 houses per square 
mile in Bengal, or 38 more than in Bihar and Orissa : for this difference 
the area of waste, hill and jungle in the Chota Nagpur Plateau is mainly 
responsible. Their relative density is highest in West Bengal with its 
numerous towns, and then in North Bihar, which has comparatively few 
towns but a dense agricultural population. Of individual districts, Howrah 
has most (433) and the Chittagong Hill Tracts fewest (5) houses per 
square mile. 

129. The figures for cities give very divergent results, owing to the 
fact that in Calcutta and the suburban municipalities of Cossipur-Chitpur 
Manicktollah and Garden Reach the unit was the municipal premise. In 
Howrah city, where the Bengal definition of house was adopted, the average 
number of persons enumerated in each house is only 2’9 : this low figure is 
due to the number of hash's with a cooly population where each hut or room 
was treated as a house. The fall of the average since 1901. when it was 3'4, 
may be regarded as a result of the measures taken to open them out and 
pi'event overcrowding. With this number may be compared the average 
of Patna city, viz., 4'8. The variation is sufficient proof, if any is needed, 
of the difference betvreen conditions in a progressive but congested industrial 
town and a decadent town with no large manufactures. Both in Patna and 
in Bhagalpur the average number of persons per house has risen since 1901 ; 
in the former the figure is still below that for the district generally, and in 
the latter it is exactly the same. In the case of Gaya no such comparison 
is possible, as the place was half empty at the time of the census. 



HOUSES AND FAMILIES. 


\ 


49 


130. \The average number of houses per square mile has increased 
steadily in each Province and in each Division, 

except in Central Bengal, where however the 
saokd apparent decrease is due to the change of 

° yCR - definition of house in Calcutta and its suburbs. 

19n It is difficult to draw from the statistics of 

census houses any general conclusions as to 

101 the number of families, owing to the joint-family 

system. A house, as defined for census purposes, 
wo does not necessarily imply the existence of one 
gg married couple with their children : there are 
probably also sons and nephews with their wives, 

87 and the widows of the husband’s brothers or his 
sons’ widows, together with their children. The 

different conditions prevailing may however be 

roughly gauged by comparing the number of married females aged 15 and 
over with the number of houses, as in the marginal statement. It will be 
seen that the relative number of houses has decreased throughout Bengal, 
but has increased in Bihar and Orissa except in the Chota Nagpur Plateau. 

131. The increase of houses in the latter Province is partly due to the 
Disuuption of Joint Fam:lh:s. natural increase of families, but the growing ten- 
dency to break up the joint-family is a contributory 

cause. During the lifetime of the father, the Hindu family, as a rule, lives jointly, 
i.e . , it not only lives together, but its property is also held in common under the 
managership of the harta or head of the family. All who belong to it, e.g., sons, 
grandsons, nephews, etc., are entitled to maintenance from its funds, and all 
contribute to the expenses, whether present in the house or absent from it — in 
the latter case, they are bound to remit their savings home. This system has 
all the force of a religious institution, ( being based both on sacred texts and 
immemorial custom, but there is a general consensus of opinion, that the family 
is now-a-days more frequently broken up when the father dies In Bihar, it is 
, reported, it was the general practice, within living memory, for families to 
' remain joint for two, three, or even more generations. Now it is estimated 
that the number in which the joint system is maintained for any considerable 
time after the father’s death — much less for two generations or more — is 
~ less than one-fourth. It is a common practice for brothers to sot up for 
themselves either as soon as their father is dead, or, a little later, while their 
mother is still living. In most cases, when the adult brothers partition the 
ancestral property in this way, the younger children have to cast in their lot 
with one or other of them, the mother generally remaining with the youngest 
of her children. But, though they set up separate establishments, they often 
continue undivided in legal and other business affecting their property. Where 
this is the case among the landlord classes, no application foi'partition of the 
estate is presented to the Collector ; the rent is still collected in a lump sum, 
but after it is realized, it is divided among the sharers. 

132. Among cultivators, holdings sometimes remain joint for a con- 
siderable time after the buildings, furniture, etc., have been apportioned 
among the members of the family, the division of the produce taking place 
on the Jchahhan, or threshing floor, after it has been reaped. In the majority 
of cases, however, when the family ceases to live together, a partition is made 
of the holdings, and their accounts are entered separately in the landlord - 
books. On the whole, the family remains joint among the peasantry for a 
longer time than among the non-agricultural classes, the reason being simply 
that the larger the labour force, the easier it is to till the land. In the case of 
industrial and professional pursuits, where the personal equation is far more 
important, the individualistic tendency is more pronounced. ' 

133. In Orissa, as in Bihar, the family generally remains joint so long as 
the father or mother is alive, but is broken up after the death of the parents. - 
The disruption takes place at once if their sons are married and have children, 
and. if not, later, when they have married and have children of their own. 

It is estimated that only one-fifth of the families are now joint. In Sam- 
balpur, which is governed by the Mitakshira law, according to which the son 
has the same rights as the father in the ancestral property, the sons are more 
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prone to demand or enforce partition during Jiis lifetime. In other parts of 
Orissa it is practically out of the question for a son to separate unless he has 
some independent means of livelihood, whereas in Sambalpur the sons are 
sure of a share in the property. In this latter district, therefore, the family 
is more likely to break up after one of its members marries and begins to live 
with his wife. In Orissa generally, however, the longer a 1'amily remains 
joint, the more are its members held in esteem, for the breaking up of the 
family, though of common occurrence, is looked upon with disapproval. 
Neither marriage nor the doatli of the father necessarily causes the sons to 
leave the ancestral home. On the contrary, they generally continue to live 
together in the same homestead, but in separate messes. 

134. In cities also the tendency is for the family to continue to live under 
the same roof but in separate rooms. To quote again from the report by 
Dr. Crake on the sanitary condition of northern Calcutta : — 

“The curious system of actually dividing dwelling houses amongst 
several co-heirs is a very potent factor in the production of insanitary pro- 
' perty. It is quite common to come across what was originally a single 
dwelling split up amongst three or four relatives. Owing partly to the 
purdah system, but very largely to the bad blood engendered by the almost 
inevitable litigation which the partition involves, each co-sharer erects as 
lofty a masonry wall as he possibly can, so as to completely shut off his share 
from the rest. Though carried out with wonderful ingenuity, the result 
too frequently is that a noble mansion with spacious court-yards is converted 
into a number of mean little houses with totally inadequate open spaces, and 
most of the rooms imperfectly lighted and ventilated. Very often one 
unfortunate heir can only reach his portion through a long tortuous 
passage.” 

135. The following are the chief causes to which the disintegration of 
joint families is ascribed. — (1) Some members of the family take advantage 
of their position to lead a life of idleness and become simply drones, living on 
the labour of their brothers. As an instance of this, may be quoted the case 
of an officer in Government employ, who obtained a large increase of pay 
but was poorer than before, because his elder brother at once threw up his 
own post and ceased to contribute to the family income. (2) Misappropriation 
or misuse of the joint property, e.g., the Icarta may devote part of it to his 
own personal uses or employ it for purposes which do not benefit the family. 
(3) The family becomes so large, that there is no longer room for all under 
the ancestral roof. Some of the joint families are exceptionally large 
forming small colonies — there is a case on record of a joint family with 500 
members.*' For the sake of convenience, some of them move out to make 
homes for themselves. This division is often followed by a partition of the 
property. (4) Migration. Members of the family leave the home in search of 
employment, and e do not return. Having to live apart from their relations, 
a^d finding no chance of returning home, they naturally do not see why 
they should not obtain a separate share of the property. In Bihar a number 
of joint families have been broken up on this account, especially among 
Kayasths who furnish recruits to Government service. Brahmans and 
Rajputs, who do not so generally find employment in occupations necessitating 
their absence from home, have, it is reported, a larger number of joint 
families than the Kayasths. (5) The abolition of the Panchayat system. 
Formerly disputes between the members of a joint family were settled by 
the Panchayat quickly and cheaply. Now, they have recourse to mukhtavs 
and vakils , the result being protracted litigation, embittered feelings, and 
eventually the impoverishment and dismemberment of the family. (6) Modern 
tendencies, such as the influence of education, the throwing off of caste-ties, 
especially in towns, and the consequent weakening of the family bond. These 
tendencies are confined to the educated classes and mostly come into operation 
where some members are conservative and others have advanced ideas. The 
disintegration of the family may be due to their neglect of caste rules or to 
their wanting to live in a more luxurious or laxer style than their forefathers ; 
in one case a family divided merely because one of them decided to give an 
English education to his daughters. 

° S. C. Bose, The Hindus as they are (1883), p. 2, 
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136. Women are frequently instrumental in producing the dismember- 
ment of families. This is especially the case where the husbands marry girls 
from some distant village and from families with which they have little 
or no past connection. Devoted to their husbands’ interests, the wives 
are jealous of their earnings being used by others, particularly by those who 
do not contribute to the family income. More petty feelings, less disinterested 
motives, such as the mutual jealousy of the brothers’ wives, the quarrels of 
their children, etc., also contribute to the breaking up of the family. More 
than one correspondent points out that it is significant that one of the Sanskrit 
word for wife, viz., dara, comes from a root meaning “ to tear asunder.” 

137. Notes on customs regulating inheritance and partition among the 
aboriginals of the Chota Nagpur Plateau are given in the appendix at the end 
of this volume. There appear to be signs that these customs, which are the 
outcome of an earlier state pf development, are gradually becoming modified 
in tracts where aboriginals are brought into contact with more civilized 
neighbours. Tribal customs are thus gradually breaking down, and this 
process will, in the nature of things, become more general as the aboriginals 
adopt the manners and customs of their more advanced neighbours and as 
their contact with Hindus becomes more frequent. It may be of value, 
however, to place on record the customs as they still exist. 
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District and Natural 

' DIVISION. 

Mean 

density per 
square mile 
iu 1911. 

Percent A fi r. or 
TOTAL AREA. 

1 PERCENTAGE TO CUL- 
TIVABLE Area of— 

Perce uta go 
of gioss 
cultivated 
area wldch 
is irri- 
gated. 

N orinal 
uiinfall. 

PERCENTA I! OF GROSS CULTIVATED 
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Cultivable. 

Net 

cultivated. 

Net 

Cultivated. 

Double- 
ciopped. | 

Rice. 

Jute. 

Other 

food- 

crops. 

Other 

non-food 

crops. 

1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

BENGAL 

567 

69 7 

49'5 

70 9 

167 1 

43 | 

6984 

692 

8’2 

13*0 

96 

WEST BENGAL 

607 

796 

530 

66’6 

55 

205 

5686 

793 

22 

102 

8' 3 


372 

82*6 

52*6 

63*7 

13*4 

39-6 i 

56*06 

81*9 

1*5 

11*6 

5*0 


534 

87'8 

69*7 

79*4 

2*5 

21*3 

3577 

92*8 

... 

3*2 

4*0 

Baukura ... 

434 

90*0 

33*5 

37*3 

1*6 

14*8 

35*26 

84*3 

... 

8*6 

7*1 

Miduapore 

344 

70-9 

56*7 

80'0 

2*0 

10*6 

59*43 

76*1 

0*6 

13*3 

10*0 


918 

74*2 

52*3 

70*5 

7*0 

31*0 | 

58*69 | 

66*4 

11*8 

7*0 

14*8 

Howrah ... 

1,830 

83*9 

61*7 

73*1 

3 3*1 

... 

36*93 

58*3 

14*2 

11*1 

16*4 

CENTRAL BENGAL 

565 

65'S 

41'S 

6 3 ‘4 

13' 8 

3*7 

5855 

7 5*1 

46 

12' 2 

8'1 

24-Pargauas 

302 

46*2 

33*2 

71*8 

3 1 

0*1 

63*10 

85*8 

7*3 

4*8 

1*9 

Nadia 

580 

79-0 i 

37*1 

46*9 

21*2 

0*2 

57*20 ; 

67*6 

3*6 

15*8 

13*0 

Murshidabad 

C40 

89*1 i 

42*3 

47*6 

17*4 

18*3 

54*04 ! 

67*1 

3*3 

20‘G 

8*8 

Jessore ... ... 

601 

67*3 

59*0 

80*5 

14*3 

... 

60*72 

76*6 

3*8 

10*4 

0*2 

NORTH BENGAL 

527 

75 0 

54‘8 

73 O 

2 3 '7 

vo ; 

8876 

6V8 

99 

121 

J 162 

Rajshahi ... 

566 

74*3 

53*8 

73*1 

27*0 

o*i ! 

3979 

67*6 

6*1 

11*9 

1 H'4 

Diuajpur... 

428 

80-2 i 

50*1 

62*4 

05 

... 

69*13 

79*0 

8*8 

6*0 

i 6*2 

Jalpaigun 

309 

70-4 

48-3 

! 68*9 

15*4 

... 

130 28 

63*8 

7*2 

4*0 

25*0 

Darjeeling 

228 

33*2 1 

23*1 

69*6 

4*1 

16*2 

120*33 

22*5 

27 

41*6 

33*2 

Raugpur ... 

686 

73*5 | 

65*6 

89*3 

39*0 

3*0 

S3*fc0 

57*3 

13*4 

9*9 

19*4 

Bogra 

724 

86*2 

53*5 

G2'0 

377 

... 

7279 

64*4 

16*1 

8*0 ■ 

11*5 

Pubua ... 

772 

81*3 | 

63*3 

77 '8 

36*6 

... 

G0*G3 i 

47*0 1 

14*1 

21*8 : 

16*2 

Malda 

529 

86*4 

65*0 

75*3 

16*2 

... 

34*22 | 

62*3 | 

2*8 

19*4 1 

15*5 

EAST BENGAL 

573 

63’9 j 

479 

750 

189 

... | 

82*08 | 

684 

108 

66 

142 

Khulna ... 

287 

33*1 

28*6 

75*2 

5*3 

... 

I 65*97 

84*3 

17 

3*3 

1 107 

Dacca 

1,066 

75*3 

67*0 

89*0 

26*6 

... 

C9*22 

63*1 

11*0 

11*1 

! 12*8 

Mymeusingh 

724 

70*4 

59*2 

84*1 

31*9 

... 

83*93 

49*1 

21*4 

9*3 

1 20*2 

Faridpur ... 

824 

69*7 

61*8 

887 

12*2 

... 

63*59 

70*1 

11*3 

6*8 

11*8 

Backergunge 

523 

79*3 

64*9 

81*8 

12*1 

... 

84*29 

8 1*C 

1*5 

4*5 

12*4 

Tippora ... 

972 

82*9 

72*0 

86*8 

22*6 

... 

83*81 

71*3 

17*2 

o*9 

9*3 

Noakhali... ... ... 1 

792 

88*8 

84*5 

93*1 

42*4 

... 

111*92 

77*1 

2*3 

6*5 

14*1 

Chittagong 

605 ! 

43*2 

37*2 

82*2 

9*5 

... 

126*83 

90*9 

0*03 

2*0 

7*1 

Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 

30 ! 

51*7 

4*6 

9*0 

... 


03*03 

58*5 

... 

8*5 

33*0 
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pulses. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 | 

9 

10 

11 

12 

BIHAR and ORISSA 

415 

72'7 

5V7 

7 VI 

13' 4 

12' 3 

5248 

543 

S3 

266 

13*8 

NORTH BIHAR 

646 

89'6 

68‘2 

761 

263 

9'8 

53'36 

432 

64 

31*8 

18’6 

Saran 

8)3 

91*3 

76*9 

84*2 

29*9 

26*1 

46*03 

24*2 

11*2 

47*1 

17*5 

Ohauipa^an ... ... ; 

540 

83*1 | 

55*7 

67*0 

24*8 

6*2 

54*09 

40*3 

6*3 

34*3 

18*0 

Muzaffarpur 

937 

90*3 

74*4 

82*4 

59*1 

1*8 

45*88 

33*9 

7*9 

38*8 

19*4 

Darbhanga 

875 

91*0 

71*9 

79*0 

32*7 

14*9 

4977 

41*2 

5*1 

35*0 

18*7 

Blmgalpore 

• - 506 

90*0 

66*0 

73*3 

24*0 

12*0 

51*27 

54*8 

7*3 

27*8 

10*1 

Puruea ... 

398 

91*4 

67*9 

74*3 

3*4 

1*2 

72*31 

60*4 

1*1 

11*4 

27*1 

SOUTH BIHAR 

515 

757 

59'3 

783 

14*3 

222 

4518 

44' 2 

65 

377 

11*6 

' f Patna 

778 

86*2 

84*2 

97*6 

10*3 

26*4 

43*26 

43*5 

9*4 

37*2 

9*9 

Gaya 

458 

78*2 

67*1 

85*8 

8*4 

18*2 

42*96 

597 

2*8 

27*4 

10*1 

Shahabad ... 

427 

78*6 1 

54*3 

69*1 

11*3 

33*5 

43*63 

42 7 

2*1 

42*3 

12*9 

Moughyr 

544 

63*7 

42*2 

66*2 

29*9 

9*0 

49*01 

24*1 

14*4 

48*0 

13*5 

^.ORISSA 

508 

703 

SS'l 

78'3 

92 

18‘6 

S9’10 

82'49 

01 

72 

10' 3 

Onttack ... 

577 

72*8 

52*3 

72*2 

14*3 

18*2 

60*41 

777 


11*4 

10*9 

Balasore ... 

306 

77*6 

69*1 

89*2 

0*8 

12*9 

6079 

89*4 


1*8 

8*8 

Purl 

410 

60*8 

47*1 

77*4 

9*1 

237 

53*66 

83*18 

0*02 

5*9 

10*9 

OHOTA NAGPUR PLATEAU 

221 

62-4 

386 

61‘9 

3'S 

7 9 

53*75 

662 

49 

18' 5 

104 

Hazaribagh 

184 

63*1 

39*0 

617 

3*3 

7*1 

51*89 

72*1 

8*3 

13*6 

5*8 

Ranchi ... ... 

193 

69*1. 

40*1 

38*0 

0*9 

0*2 

33*54 

72*3 

0*2 

127 

14*8 

Palamau ... 

140 

45*6 

18*6 

40*8 

3*1 

9*8 

48*16 

54*0 

7*9 

25*4 

12*7 

Manblium 

373 

65*2 

57*9 

88*8 

4*3 

8*4 

52*63 

78*1 

4*9 

10*0 

7*0 

Sin glib hum 

178 

57*3 

34*3 

59*9 

2*3 

8*8 

58*32 

65*1 

3*5 

22*5 

8*9 

Sonthal Parganas 

345 

73*3 

49*0 

66*9 

8*6 

16*3 

53*85 

46*9 

8*5 

33*6 

11*0 

Angnl 

119 

29**2 

22*3 

* 76*6 

6*1 

3*5 

53*37 


1*9 

18*8 

27*8 

Sauibaipnr ... 

193 

72*3 

37*2 

51*3 

0*9 

4*8 

58*48 

74*6 

0*1 

'14*8 

10*5 


In the calculations for each Province and for each natural division, those areas for which figures arc not available have been left out of account. 
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CHAPTER II. 

MOVEMENT OE THE POPULATION. 


):;s. Tim | ill *'ii;i|*t •’»* with t Ii<* variation*. in |||,. population 

dial Im \ lal.i'ti I N 7 L\ when tin- first 

1--t " u a •> lat.i'ii. ’l l Iianifi'i. wJi i«-Ji oceuned 

in-1 wi'i'ii i«:h , |i ri'itsii*. up In It'D l will l»' only In i»*fly ii-fi-m-ii In. an llii'V 
haw already I >••••!! ili-all v.ith in jii-.*\-iini« r«- n»n*. i .'pur t »•. ami I in- dhmitsidoii 
will In- mainly i ii • vi >! • •• 1 t • » f Ii»» v:iri.’iti"im during tin- last « I» ■«*;i»i **. J , 'i;^"i i res 
showing tin- v.tt lat i"ii'> in dm population of c.*mh di*.! riel ami Slatnari- contained 
in Imp -rial Table 1 1, ami •limilai in fm mat ion f>>r lliana- in given in Provincial 
Table I. Tim- staii-.tir-i ai«' fiutlmr illns-t r*«f «•«! I>v tin- ‘-ui'*.idiary table*. at dm 
end of dim i-liapt' -r. « limit dial nidi 1> vai ial imi>* in tim population of districts 
ill relation to density sim-e l t'T'J. - v;n iatimi*. in dm natural )»>)>ill;it i< >i> nf 
districts between It'D) and l!dl. tin- ditii-ii-m-i' Imtwi-i'ii dm vital statistics 
fin- i-ai-li dintrmt and tin- i«”-iiltn n| dm e.-muis. and fl> variations I*v tbanns 
classified ai-'-nrilinir In density. 

1 *TI 1 1 - 1 1 • n. ample •• vi*l«*in-»* "f tin- •a-antine* *. nf dm population in 

\arinim pail*, nf dm I wn provim-rs in the early 
day*, nf 111 it i *. 1 1 tub-. This wa*. largely tin* iv.Milt 
nf dm f-rnlil'- faiuitm nf 1770. ulmn. aerm-ding In dm estimate made by 
Warren Hasting-. '' at b-a-t orm-tbiol nf dm inlialiiinnts p-re-lmd even IS years 
later dm < Juventnr-t Jeiii'ial liad In i.-pnit in t)i<- t 'mi rl nf Pin-rtors dial 
nm-diird nf tin- Company’.*, territory in I’mntral " wan a jungle inlialiited only 
lt V wild 1 mast s.” Apart. Imwevi-r. fmni tlm efi'eet- nf famine, dm nmmttled 
.state of die ennui ry liad Inntf Imen instrumental in preventing tin* expansion 
nf milt i vat inn. BemwIlV map slmw*. dm tower pat t of (lie delta as empty or 
villages, with tin* words “ depopulated hy die Majlis ” written across if. 
i’ll rtlier south, the oppression nf dm Marat has had reduced the rich province 
of Orissa to a pitiable state. t)f this we have first-hand evidence by 
Mr. Motte, who. in order to avoid repetition in his account of the journey 
which he made through it in 17(>ti. remarked : " In my journey it will he 
unnecessary to say that any place I came to was once considerable, since all 
the places which were not so are now depopulated by the Mnrhattns. and such 
alone remain as on account of their hulk are longer in decaying.” Again : “ I 
passed into the talook of Budrm- (Bbadrnkh). where 1 found deep marks of the 
Marhatta claws on the fine tract of land, formerly well peopled, where a human 
creature* is not now to Im seen, except, perhaps, a solitary herdsman, attending 
a large drove of Im Haloes or other horned cattle.”* In many parts it, took years 
*for the British to establish the settled rule of peace. The border district of 
Midnapore, for instance, was liable to periodical invasions by the Marat lias, 
while its western portion was covered with jungle and inhabited by predatory- 
tribes. It was perpetually harassed by the inroads of the Marat has. by armed 
hands' of satmuasis. who roamed through the country in many thousands strong, 
bv the raids of aboriginal tribes (generally known as Uhuars). and by the 
turbulence of the jungle chiefs. Kven in 1800, after nearly forty years of 
British occupation, the Collector reported that two-thirds of Midnapore _ con- 
sisted of jungle, tin- greater part of which was uninhabited and inaccessible. 

MO. In the districts now included in Bihar and Orissa, the reports of 
the (Collectors and the investigations of Buchanan Hamilton show that 
large areas were waste or very thinly peopled. Herds of wild elephants 
roamed through the north of Purnea. and some liad even made their way to- 

«. Xarralicc oj ajonmrg to the Diamond Mines at Sumbhnlpoor, Asiatic Annual RcgiVti-r. 1700. 
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“Ihe woods in the south.” Wild bufialoos wore exceedingly destructive, and 
in the north wolves used to carry ofVa number of children. “The population 
seems in some places to he diminishing, for the extreme timidity and listlcss- 
ness of the people have in some parts prevented them from lining able to repel 
the encroachments of wild beasts.’”* Only one-fourth of Champaran was 
under tillage in and a great part of Dnrbhanga was uncultivated, partly 

owing to the famine of 1770. and partly because of the oppression of the 
farmers of revenue and freebooting zamintlars. In 1783 the Collector 
proposed that cultivators should be recruited from the dominions of the Vizier 
of Oudh to reclaim “ the unpeopled wastes.” Thirteen years later one pargana 
was described ns “ the abode of dreadful beasts of prey.” while another was 
the haunt of wild elephants. Again, Buchanan Hamilton left it on record 
that part of Rhahabad had not recovered from the desolation caused by 
the wars of Kasim Ali half a century before, and that in some part; anas a 
large portion of the land was either overgrown with stunted woods or had 
lately been deserted. Even as late ns the Mutiny the country round 
dagdispur was covered with dense jungle in which the mutineers found a 
retreat, and Government, was obliged to have it cleared at a great, cost. 
Similar accounts might be given for other districts, if the limits of space 
permitted. 

Ml. In the first half of the I'Jth century attempts to compute the popu- 
lation, or actually to count it. appear to have been 
1.\m i.NTiMATi-. made from time to time. Tin* basis of the calcu- 

lations varied widely, and some of the figures appear so extraordinary in the 
light of our present knowledge, that it is surprising that they can have been 
accepted at all. For instance, a so-called census of the district of Patna was 
held in 1837. and the total population estimated at 815,7‘K). but 281,132 per- 
sons, or nearly one-third of the total, wen' assigned to the city of Patna.f 
Another census showed the population of the Tirlmt. district as 1,660,538. the 
basis of the calculation being a count of houses and the assumption that each 
contained six persons. Twelve years later the number had fallen by 150,000, 
and it was naively explained that, the population was “ supposed to have in- 
creased enormously, ” hut it. was now calculated at the rate of 5 b persons a 
house. Elsewhere, as for instance in Chittagong, the figures were based on an 
estimate of the area under cultivation, coupled with an assumption that, eacli 
cultivated acre supported 6 persons. As a rule, however, the estimates were 
based on the number of houses and the average number of persons supposed 
to live in each ; the average, though generally taken to be 5, was some- 
times -i. and in one case as low as 2 ir. IIow haphazard these estimates were 
may be realized from the experience of Sir Henry Thuillier, then a young 
lieutenant, in charge of the revenue survey of a varaana in Ryllict from 
1830 to 18-12. In 1841 he reported to the Deputy Surveyor-General that he 
did not know that he was expected to undertake a census, and that it would bo 
difficult to make the count so late in the day. Major Bedford, Deputy 
Surveyor-General, reprimanded Thuillier, though lie candidly admitted that 
the mistake had probably resulted in economy ; if the houses were counted and 
multiplied by a certain factor, that would suffice. Thuillier then pointed out 
that tin’s gave no indication of the numbers of the sexes, but even this did not 
defeat Major Bedford. He seemed astonished that Tlmillicr’s wanderings in 
Jaintia had not given him a tolerably accurate idea of the relative numbers 
of the sexes, and eventually the numbers were assigned on Thuillier’ s visual 
knowledge of that varaana. Afterwards, in 1851-52, Thuillier himself, who 
had in the meantime been appointed Deputy Surveyor-General, in an annual 
report to the Board of Revenue, showed the figures for Jaintia as having 
been obtained by a “ census taken of the population.”^ 

° Montgomery Martin, Eastern xndia. Buchanan Hamilton mills : — “This however is only a local ami 
recent evil, nml within the last forty yearn the population has, 1 am credibly informed, at least doubled." 
He also speaks of ‘‘the immense population by which the country is overwhelmed.” These statements 
can scarcely he credited, for even in 1788 nearly a quarter of a pargana with an area of nearly 1,000 
mpiare miles lay wnste for want of cultivators (I’nrnea District Gazetteer, p, 99). 

t Bengal anil Agra Gazetteer of 1841. 

+ X am indebted for knowledge of the above incident to a note by Captain F. 0. Ilin-t. 




niArir.it n. — M oviimunt or rm: i'iiiti.atio 




r im;-j .. 

il 

,,, 

1 I'.ii .. 

:i:]ni i.i-i- 

r. 7 

■! ivi .. 

;i'i/.n‘, 

i »• 

1 f.i'U .. 

1 1 ,7 

i » 

til'll .. 

t i t v 

i it 

f 1 -7J .. 

'/In 

«< • 

1 l-"l .. 

ar si* •.:• -.t 

I** l 

•; i-vi .. 

'i.. 

i . • 

! la >1 .. 


I'M 

til'll .. 


U \ 


ivi'onlivj nl I'luih eemuin, 
:un I tin' ) ii • r t;i *n t ago of 
IlliTc;i*.(. during each 
nit it«*i*ii h:* 1 pi'i'iixl. 

Billing tin' .'!!) Vi 'll I'tl 

"Vi 'I* U'llil'll I III- CI'IIMIIH 
"JH'l.lt lllll.H ll.'lVl* IWtl'IIll- 

'•'I. l5.-iitf.il Imii iuMimI 

I I ,li I 8,.", 7,0 |htmiii;i or 

| m * r wnl. to it h 

)iojniI:it ion. At every 
'ii ». 1 1 f. , I'M'ojif that of 
1 hs 1 . tin- t ;»li* of in- 
*'ii'a*'i' liaa I *i 'i'll groat - 

i"'l in East Bengal — a 
lii'li atid f.'rtil" 


ii'tfion, ivlitrli i*. iioiv 

more populous by r.t'.'S |>**r r*'iit. than it was in 1872. i’lotli t’oiitral and 

North 1’i'iitfal liavo 


addi d to thi'ir ji>>|>tila- 
tioii at every census 

hut th'' rat f in- 

ri'.'iix" !.in»‘i' 1872 are 
than half that 
ti'tiinii'd for Hast 
l»"iitf.il. Wwt lli'iitfal. 
«hii'h ha* grown only 
by 1 1 p.'f la-iit.. has 
In . 'ii tin' h'.'tst progres- 
sive, owintf partly to 
tin. di'i'liin' between 

1872 and 1881. wiii'ii 

it suffered from tin* 
loiitf cunt inni'd visita- 
tion of Hurd wan fever, 
and partly to the small 
iimrcas'c (2'8 per cent.) 
registered in lit] 1. 

I I. ‘5. 'Die population 
of J Jilin t' and Orissa lias 
grown hy ;}t»*2 per cent, 
since 1872, lmt part of 
the increase is fictitious, t'.c., it is the result of improved enumeration and not 
of natural growth. This has hern especially the ease in the Cliota Nagpur 
Plateau, where (he census was defective, in a major deprive in IS 72, and in a 
minor degree at each subsequent census. Even allowinp for this element of 
error, no part of the Province has developed so rapidly as this tract, which 
is peopled hy hardy and prolific races, mostly of ahoripinal descent, and in 
which there* is room for expansion, larpe areas being available for reclamation 
and calling for cultivators. In North and .South Hihar also the census of 1872 
was wanting in accuracy and completeness, the result heinp that an increase 
of over 10 percent, was returned for both divisions in 1881. The census 
of ISfll showed a prowth of o'!) per cent, in North Hihar and of 27 per 
cont. in South Hihar, hut'since then the former has been almost stationary, 
while the latter has yet not made pood the loss of population which it 
sustained between 1 Sf>l and 15)01. Orissa developed rapidly up to 1881. 
when it was recoverinp from the effects of the famine of 18(5(5. and it 
continued to progress until 15)01. It has now received a check, its rate of 
increment during the last decade being under 1 per cent. 

144 . Up to 15)05 both the Provinces dealt with in this report formed part 
of ono Province (Penpal), and when the census of 15)11 was held, they were 
divided between the two Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam. 





VAl:i.UIONs MMT HK)I 


(;:i 


Till* general i at** of giowth up to tlic latter year in f In* united Province 

of Helical showed 
a progressive de- 
cline. viz., from 
12 per mil. in 
l.^Sl to 7h per 
coni, in IS!H and 
tu o ]h*i - coin, in 
l!H>! : tin’s was 

undoubtedly duo 
in pait to tlio 

higher standard 
of aooitiaoy at- 
taiiud at each 
S||000*>SH o 0011- 
‘-u*., Tlio ‘-opara- 
tlnl) of tlio 
figitie 1 - for tlio 

tun nou 1’ro- 
\ llioos sitntt s 
that thoio lias 

boon a s toady hut 
gi.idtl.d advance 
m I5ontr.il. (lie 

mofoaso in flic 

poiooiM.u'o of 

growth hointr 1 '•> p-r rent, iftom ti'7 p<o tout, in 1 SS I |nS por oont. in liUl). 

In Bihar and Ori--*,! thoio was a continuous decline m tlio i.nm till 
l'JIU. aftor whioh t!ioj,‘ w.is a shaip tiso ; in this l.ntor I’mviiioo the abrupt 
transition fiom tin* iuoioaso of I S' I pweetp. nemdid m I sS I to that of 
p*r OMit. ti-ooid's! in 1st* 1 is dm* to tin* admitted mootnplotonoss of 
tin* first census of l.s72. Tim gi oaf i r rapidity of growth shown hy the 

present ootisiis cannot !>•• eomi.-c*o«i with anv iinpioveniont of the eensiis- 
tal.iiig except in tlm t’lmta X.'urpui I’l.itoau, especially m the Orissa 
States, llote, thoio is loa-oii to |«i-ljo\|. 4 i ho h<*ttoi hi gaiuzai mu effected 
under the control of tlio l'olitie.il Agent tostthod m tlio cuumciation of 
p**rsoiis who ptevio’isly osoapod tin* ooiisus, and it must thorefoio he held 
partly iespon**ible for tin* high tato of iuoioaso ivooidod iPti pot cent, 
as against ft’.l p >r cent, m . In tin* oas,* of Sikkim theie is no doubt 

that pan of tlio iiioioas.* of lit p *r cent, recorded at this census is due 
<»> improved organization. The census of this State is .always .a matter of 
difficulty owing to tie* nature of the enuittry. its seat tonal population .and the 
paucity of persons aide to read and write. In I SM > 1 an excellent scheme for 
the census was drawn up l»y Mr. fi.ait, then < '■•iisiis Superintendent of Bengal, 
hut, for reasons which need not lie discussed here, it was not given effect to. 
Except in a few harm's, houses were not numbered, and eventually two 
clerks had to ho deputed to conduct the census of the entire population — a 
task which lasted ten weeks. At the present census, a scheme following tlm 
lines laid down in I!>0f. with some modifications suggested hy further 
experience, was carried out successfully hy the Political Officer. 

1 lo. The actual increase of population in Bengal since 1 DO I has been 
„ .'i,-12.'5.Stiti or 0*7 per cent. Every natural division 

,\i iatk> .* i - sai* contributes to the increase, hut in unequal shares, 

a« shown in the margin. Immigration is partly responsible for the accretion. 

The immigrants from outside provinces 

outnumber the emigrants who have 
ivr^nt.r- gone to other parts of India hy a iitflo 

si..*.!?/,.-., over ],} millions, the excess having 

increased considerably during the last 
~~ ss . 3 decade. The main factor, however, is 
IJ4 natural growth, and in diherent parts of 
<*•5 the province this largely depends on tlio ’ 
ai strength of Musalmans, who, as is well 
known, are moro prolific than Hindus. 
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DIVISION’, 

Increase 
per cent. 

Excess of 
births over 
deaths per 
raillo. 

Bihar and Orlasa 

5-1 

5*2 

North Bihar ... 

n> 

G'l 

South ,, 

0*7 

1*5 

Onssa ... 

0-9 


Ohota Nagpur Plateau ... 

14*0 

0*1 


Tlic marginal table sufficiently shows how largely their preponderance affects 
the proportional growth of the population in each division. The increase is 
greatest where they are most numerous, viz., in North and East Bengal, and 
least where they are in a minority, viz., in Central and West Bengal, 
though the immigrant population is strongest there. It should be added that 
conditions are somewhat peculiar in Central Bengal. It contains the un- 
healthy districts of -Jessore and Nadia, the only two districts in the province 
which have sustained a loss, and there is a large body of male immigrants in 
Calcutta and the 24-Parganas who leave their wives at home : it is on this 
account that the birth-rate falls below the death-rate. 

The addition of population in Bihar and Orissa is 1,878.036, or 5T per 
„ _ cent. In tin’s province the Musalmans form a 

smalJ minority, and emigration is active. The 
number of emigrants to other provinces is in excess of that returned for 

immigrants by 1 £ millions : one-thirtieth of 
the total population of the province were 
present in Bengal at the time of the census. 
The emigrants arc mostly adult males, and, 
though for the most part they leave their 
homes only for a time, their absence materially 
affects the birth returns. It is this which 
mainly accounts for the fact that, while, 
according to the vital statistics for 1901-10 
there was an excess of 1,910,000 births over deaths, the census shows an 
increase of only 1,240,000 in the areas for which returns of births and deaths 
were compiled. There has been a substantial increase only in the Chota 
Nagpur Plateau, where it is due to natural growth among prolific aboriginals. 
In North Bihar there has been a slight advance, but South Bihar and Orissa 
are practically stationary. The slow rate of growth in these areas is the 
combined result of emigration, scarcity and epidemics of disease, notably 
plague, which has caused a mortality of half a million in .Bihar. The con- 
ditions prevailing in each district and natural division will be discussed 
later, and here it may be stated that four districts have sustained a loss of 
population, viz.. Saran, Patna, Shahabad and Monghyr. 

146. In Bengal, where there had been a succession of somewhat un- 
healthy years at the end of the previous decade, 
there was an improvement in the general condition 

of the people up to 1904. The east of the Province was visited by heavy floods 
in 1905 and by widespread epidemics of cholera in the next two years. 
Crops were also short, and their partial failure accentuated the tendency to 
high prices. After 1907, however, there was again a series of healthy years. 
In Bihar and Orissa the first four years of the decade witnessed a period of 
fair agricultural prosperity : the number of births increased, while mortality 
gradually fell. The three years 1905 to 1908, however, were years of distress. 
The harvests were short and the price of food-grains ruled high : the decline 
of the birth-rate and the rise of mortality are symptomatic of the unfavourable 
conditions prevailing. In 1909, however, the outturn of the crops was 
excellent, prices fell and a marked improvement in the general health was 
apparent. 

It is almost superfluous to add that conditions even in the same year 
are exceptionally diverse in different parts of the enormous area covered by 
the two Provinces. The same year may witness drought and excessive 
rainfall, a failure of the crops on one side and a full harvest on the other, 
a rapid extension of cultivation in one direction and the lapsing of well 
cultivated land into jungle in another. These features will be dealt with 
later in the sections given to each district. 

147. The most prominent feature of the economic history of the last 

decade is the rise in prices which took place in 
Kise of PBICEb - 1906 and continued during the two succeeding 

years. While the average price of food varied little from’the normal during 
the first half of the decade (1901 to 1905), it suddenly rose in 1906 in a 
marked degree, this rise becoming accentuated in 1907, till in August of 
that year the average price of rice was 58 per cent., and the maize 70 
per cent, above the previous normal. The crops of 1907-08 being' also 


Conditions in 1901 — 1910. 
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the middle classes who are dependent not on agriculture, commerce and 
industries, but on the fixed salaries which they obtain in clerical and 
professional employment. To them high prices meant straitened circum- 
stances, it not actual privation. So much was this the case, that the 
Government instituted a system of “grain compensation allowances” in 
view of the diminution of their assets which the high prices of food entailed. 

150 The landless labourers, formerly the most destitute of all, were not 
much affected. Those who were ready to travel could find ample employ- 
ment in the coal-mines, mills, factories, etc., where wages have risen and are 
far higher than in rural areas. In the case of the coal-mines, for instance, it 
has been estimated that in the ten years ending in 1903 the wages of all 
classes of workers had been increased by about 50 per cent. “ In the year 
1894,” writes the Chief Inspector of Mines, “ the manager of a large colliery 
said that he took care that any miner who was willing to do a fair day’s work 
should get not less than 4 annas per day, and that most of his work-people got, 
one hot meal every day, as if these workers were exceptionally well off as 
compared with other miners. I believe that 4 annas a day was almost- 
above the average wage at that time, but now it is not at all uncommon to 
be told that the miners earn 5 annas, 7 annas, and more than these 
amounts per day, that a miner and his wife earn Re. 1 per day between them, 
and so on. And the wages of other labourers have, consequently, risen 
accordingly.”* 

In districts where the wages of field-labour have not risen appreciably 
during the last ten years, the labourers should a priori have sufiered from 
the pinch of high prices. In such districts, however, they are paid not in 
cash but in kind ; and while the quantity of produce they receive remains 
unchanged, its value has increased. In other parts agricultural labour is paid 
in cash, but the labourers’ wages have risen. In several Bengal districts, 
indeed, local labour has to be supplemented^ by the influx of immigrants from 
Bihar and Orissa, and the demand being in excess of the supply, wages are 
regulated thereby. 

151. There appears to lie no doubt that there has been a general rise 
in the standard of living of the present generation. Many things which 
were formerly regarded as luxuries are now articles of ordinary usei Not the 
least significant change is the way in which rice is displacing coarser grains 
as a daily article of food, e.g., the lowest classes in parts of Bihar and Ohota 
Nagpur, who seldom had a meal of rice, are now able to indulge in it. There 
has at the same time been an undoubted improvement in the staying powers 
both of the small cultivators and the landless labourers, especially in North 
Bihar. In giving an account of the famine of 1873-74, which was most 
intense in the district of Tirhut (y.e., the present districts of Darbhanga and 
Muzaffarpur), Sir A. P. (now Lord) Macdonnell stated that the raivats were 
so impoverished, and so unable to bear up against the failure of a single 
season’s crop, that one-third of the population was at one period in receipt 
of relief from the Government. In 1896-97, when the distress was at its 
highest, more than three-fifths of the persons in the Patna Division who 
were in receipt of relief belonged to the districts of Muzaffarpur and Dar- 
bhanga. but, instead of forming one-third of the population of those districts, 
they formed less than per cent, of it. The lapse of ten years has shewn a 
further improvement, for in the Darbhanga famine of 1906-07 the percentage 
of persons relieved to the population of the distressed area was only one-third 
of what it was in the previous famine, while the proportion was still smaller 
in the famine of 1908-09. 

The change which has taken place must be mainly attributed, to the 
greater mobility of labour, which again is the result of the extension 
of railway communications. When scarcity is felt, a larger proportion of 
the people leave the district and obtain labour elsewhere, remitting then- 
savings home. The volume of emigration, in fact, corresponds to the 
state of the crops. If they are good, it diminishes ; if there is a 
failure, it is larger and lasts longer. The one section of the community, 
which appears to be stationary, consists of the professional middle classes 
(bhadralok) of Bengal who do not engage in commerce or industries. They 
do not reduce their expenditure on the social and religious ceremonies 
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but it was acute enough to necessitate the declaration of famine only in five 
of the ten thanas of the district, viz., the Darbhanga, Bahera and Rosera 
thanas in the Sadar subdivision, the Warisnagar thana in the Samastipur 
subdivision and the Benipati thana in the Madhubani subdivision. Of these, 
the Rosera and Baliora thanas (in the south-east of the district, where 
the famine was especially sovore) suffered most. The famine continued till 
August 11)07, when a bumper bhadoi crop brought it to a close. Except 
during the first stage of the distress, i.e., immediately after the floods, 
the percentage of persons relieved to the population of the distressed area 
was only 2’66 per cent., their average daily number being 38,915. 

155. The affected area had not fully recovered from the effects of this 
famine before it was visited by another, which was brought about by drought. 
Owing to the failure of the monsoon rains in 1908, the bhadoi crop had a 
very poor yield, and the winter rice crop, which is the mainstay of the people, 
was an almost total failure. There was scarcity, more or less acute, 
throughout the district, except in the Dalsinghsarai and Samastipur thanas. 
The failure of crops was most severe in the Sadar and Madhubani sub- 
divisions, where famine was declared and relief operations had to be 
undertaken. In the Samastipur subdivision the only area where scarcity 
existed was the Warisnagar thana. This subdivision is a rich, fertile tract, 
with uplands suited to the cultivation of bhadoi and rabi crops, and is not 
dependent on winter rice like other parts of the district. 

Distress was acute from February 1909 up to the end of May 1909, 
when it was mitigated by the commencement of the rains and the consequent 
resumption of agricultural operations. During these four months agricultural 
employment was almost entirely non-existent, except for a short time during 
the rabi harvest. This harvest, however, had little effect in relieving 
distress, as the crop was very poor for want of moisture. The most severely 
affected parts were the east portion of the Bahera thana, the Singhia out- 
post of Rosera, and portions of the Darbhanga. Phulparas and Benipati 
thanas. The average daily number of persons relieved (53,609) was greater 
than in 1906-07, but their proportion to the total population of the affected 
area was less and amounted only to 2'22 per cent. 

156. In 1908 there was famine in Ranchi for the first time since 

1900. After that year the crops were more or 
Baschi * less normal until 1906-07, when there was a 

bumper crop, the bulk of which was exported owing to the enhanced demand 
caused by the failure of crops elsewhere. The famine was 'due to the early 
cessation of rain in 1907, and was intensified by the very large exports. 
The total rainfall was in excess of the normal, but it_ was very badly, 
distributed. August was abnormally wet; the rainfall in September was 
quite up to the average in quantity, but the whole of it fell in the first 
few days, and, except for one or two slight local showers, there was no 
rain in the district after 9th September. The result was that the_ early 
rice suffered from damp, while the winter rice dried up owing to insuffi- 
cient moisture. The oil-seed crops withered, and the rabi was a total failure. 

The area in which famine had to be declared consisted of thanas Kurdeg, 
Kochedega, Chainpur, Bishenpur, Ghagra and Gumla (all in the Gumla 
subdivision), with an area of 2,261 square miles and a population of 237,238. 
Relief was also required in Sisai thana and a part of Sonahatu thana, while 
test-works were opened in Burma and part of Tamar. The whole affected 
tract was 3,402 sejuare miles with a population of 447,461. The distress 
varied from scarcity in Burma to actual famine in Bishenpur, but in the 
area in which famine was declared the ratio of persons on relief works to 
the population affected was only 1‘59 per cent. It would undoubtedly have 
been greater but for the exodus of able-bodied labourers. Instead of the 
emigration season closing as usual in April, it continued right through the 
hot weather and even into the rains, when, as a rule, cultivators are very 
unwilling to leave their fields. The mortality reached a high figure (46'5 
per mille) owing mainly to severe epidemics of small-pox, fever and cholera, 
which were rife throughout the district. There were no deaths directly 
traceable to starvation or privation, but in consequence of high prices and 
general distress the people succumbed to disease more readily than would have 
been the case in an ordinary year. 
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show that approximately ono-thiul of the deaths imputed to fever are tho direct 
result of malaria. 

lljl. In many localities whore malaria has long boon prevalent and 
become endemic, it does not cause any exceptional mortality. In parts 
of the Tarai, in particular, the incidence of malaria is high, but the in- 
habitants, such as Tliarus, Meclies and llajbansis, seem inured to it. Major 
A. 15. Fry, i.m.s., Deputy Sanitary (’oimnissioner, liengal, writes that, on visit- 
ing malarious districts for the fiist time, lie was struck by the well- 
developed and prosperous appearance of the inhabitants, even in the 
malarious villages. "Although with spleens large enough to reach the 
umbilicus, and with malarial parasites in their blood, and having attacks of 
fever frequently, the childien as a whole looked quite fat and healthy, not 
particularly amende, and seemed little alfected by the malaria and were 
playing about and seemed to enjoy life.” In fact, though malaria prevents any 
large increase of population, it is not inconsistent with a small or moderate 
increase provided that other conditions are favourable. 

It must, however, lie remembered that malaria is the indirect cause 
of a large propoi t ion of deaths owing to onfeeblement caused by its repeated 
attacks. Malaria, and the lowered vitality resulting from it, is a pre- 
disposing cause in both phthisis and dysentery, so that it is responsible, 
in part, for the prevalence of these diseases and foi the mortality ascribed to 
them. There can, in any case, bo little doubt as to the prejudicial effect of 
malaria on tho bit til-rate, both by causing abortion and still-biith, and also 
by diminishing the reproductive powers of persons whose sj stems are 
weakened by continual attacks. Further, as stated by a statistical authority, 
“from an economical point of view common sickness is more impoitant than 
deaths, for it is the amount and duiation of sickness rather than the mortality 
that tell on the prosperity of a community (Dr. Dickson).”* 

162. It is only recently that the various types of fever and their pre- 
valence in different localities have been scientifically investigated. It has 
been shown conclusively that Central Bengal is subject to a bad type of 
malarial fever, where its prevalence is due to, or is facilitated by. two causes, 
viz., the water-logged state of the country and the insanitary condition of the 
villages. The general situation may be summed up in the words used by Captain 
Stewart and Lieutenant Proctor in their description of one typical district : 
“ The excessive prevalence of malaria as a wdiole can be attributed directly 
to the great facilities afforded to the breeding of mosquitoes, chiefly 
by the presence in and around the villages of jungle, dirty tanks, ditches, 
marshes and casual water in every direction, and, to a lesser degree, to the 
bits and dead rivers acting in the same way in some cases. In its turn, the 
presence of so much water in the villages is due, in part, to the carelessness 
and ignorance of the inhabitants, and in part to the want of natural drainage 
in the country, owing to its position in a deltaic tract, -where the process of 
land-building is still going on. The rivers are gradually heightening their 
banks and beds, until the drainage is away from instead of towards them. 
The subsoil water is unable to drain away rapidly, remains long at high level 
after the wet season, and prevents the soaking in of rain-water resulting in 
casual collections of water remaining for long periods in every hollow, natural 
and artificial. It is the combination of these two factors, the high subsoil 
water and the jungly and insanitary condition of the villages, that results in 
so high a malaria rate. The pits, hollows and jungle in the villagest would in 
themselves be insufficient ro account for so great a prevalence of the disease, 
were they not combined with the lack of natural drainage, which allows the 
■surface collections of water to remain for so long a time ; and on the other 
hand, so far as our present knowledge goes, the high subsoil water has no 
connection with the disease except in so lar as it is a cause of these surface 
collections of water. The silting up of the rivers is merely one sign of the 

° A Newbholme, Vital Statistics (1899), p 38 

f Major A B Ft } , i 21 b , to whom I am indebted £oi assist nice m preparing tins account o£ the localities 
affected b} fever, writer — “ Tanks containing enough wutex to lemam full all the 3 ear, contain enough fish 

to dtstrity all larva?, provided the latter are unprotected bv excels of weeds Clean tanks are larvae free 

The effect of jungle is \ mable, but 1 am convinced that the undoubted fact that jungly villages are more 
mdanous js explained b} the fact that jungle is a measuie of the age of a village , the jungh villages are 
old villages with broken surface and touJ sod It is quite conceivable that a vdhge situated within a solid 
unbiokcn circle of bamboo growth, with oulj ' a narrow exit and With tanks and wate* outside the nug, 
might be adequate!} guarded against mosquitoes and fever ” 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OK THE POPO LATION 


the more healthy parts for locating their villages.”* dde villages at the foot 
of the ghats below the plateau or on the escarpment’ and those actually on 
the edge of plateau, are also very malarious. . 

166. In Orissa most of the big villages have a ma m street, with houses in 
a row, which is kept clear of trees and jungle, but belli nd ^J ie houses, and on 
the outskirts of the village, conditions are similar to the*?® obtaining in a typical 
Bengal village. The country is deltaic, rice cultivation 18 everywhere, and 
Cuttack is largely under irrigation from the canals’" One can, remarks 
Major A. B. Fry, i.m.s., only suppose that the reason wN T the irrigated portions 
of this district are not heavily malarious is that the am<f urd( p existing infection 
has not reached a numerical value high enough to cans® widespread epidemics. 
The supply of anophelines has certainly in many places iea °bed the numerical 
value, and I shall not be surprised to find a heavy epk euuc occurring- m the 
near future.” 

167. Plague first appeared in Bengal in 1898, w hen there were two 

Placue outbreaks, one in Calcut* a and J" . er . m 

Backergunge.f In the eai ^ P ai ‘t °f 1899 it again 
visited Calcutta, and there were also outbreaks in ten mr£d distucts. In the 
cold weather- of 1900-01 the disease spread over a larg er a I’ ea ' .nee . o last 
census it has established itself firmly in Bihar, comi n S an d going with the 

^ valent m the winter. 


seasons with wonderful regularity. It . is most pre’’ , 

practically disappears or remains dormant throughout th e 10 ^ a . rai . n J r season s- 
and recrudesces with the advent of the cold weathei’ Gaining its greatest 
virulence in the first three months of the year, hist, the epidemic n as 
confined to those parts where easy communication and g 1 aln mai j®ts existed, 
e.g., in Patna from 1900 to 1904 the tract along the ^ast Indian hallway 
and the surroundings of Bihar were attacked every }' eai :' . wal . * 16 S0U , j 
west of the district remained immune. The disease thrives in congested 
areas, and the people have recognized' this by evaciu l ^ in » then houses and 
encamping in the open. This so far is practically the o‘ n j ’ ™ easui i® tney take 
to avoid attack, and inoculation has found little favour . L, 10 on H di.stnct 111 
which it has been resorted to on any extensive scale 18 "’here -AOI JO 

persons were inoculated by their own free will during t ie e P? e,n,c ° 00- 

1901. The success of inoculation in this district was d ue *° . P^P'minty °t 

the Collector and the Civil Surgeon and to the confident 56 Ills P llp d : 111 n0 
other district has the same result been obtained. ,, , , , , , 

168. The marginal ta hl ® sl ‘ mv ? the j ict . ual 

number of deaths recorded a s due to P ln §“ 0 dur,n S 

, ( ivince ol Bihar and 

occurred in Bihar, for 
have been almost 
immune from this scourge, “d’he districts of Patna. 
Saran and Shahabad have s,,Lored P^ticuhi-ly 
sevorely, the ratio of plagij® 
decade to the population of 
30 per mille respectively. 


1901 


... 70,388 

190-2 


... 25.309 

1903 


... 50,972 

1904 


... 70,450 

1905 


... 110,709 

1900 


... 56,708 

1907 


... 79,807 

1908 


14,105 

1909 


9,013 

1910 

Total 

... 45,209 

... 545,450 


the ten years in the Prd 
Orissa. The vast majority c ,( 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa, 


je deaths during tho 
1901 being 90, 80 and 


‘‘It 

the 

it. 


The trading classes appear to have lost most 1{>aviy ^ rom I da g' 10 - 
is not the trade itself but its environment tl» u 18 responsible for 
: 1 . i fci. fi,^ ; mose who engage in 


increased death-rate or for 
All shop-keepers, especially 


tho immunity of 
grain-dealers and 


j.pose wno engage in 
jjalwais or sweetmeat 

voudors, show a' very great mortality from plague. ' s adn . ost ^ways 
the village shop-keepers who aro first attached with P la g up • ,,,® VU8Ua ^’ 
introduce the disease, and they always sutler the 
have dark, rat-infested store-godowns. In Oalcutt a 
otlior towns it is the bania’s quarter from which 


most. These men 
Barh and many 
most deaths are 


^ Report of (lie Sanitary Commi'-Ooiier, Bengal, fur l Util. „•,<] tint 

t A, <1.0 people ,.£ Bengal, Bihar ,.,1 lOri-a think that plague 

can«s are mjMoncm-.. I maj 1.0 ^rm.tte.i U. u.ei.tum tl.at a Mi.lumiurf , ljf 
K'iv.-.- .»> account ..f a., outbreak of plague in tl.e Deeea,, lt.lU. clear! ^ fr „ m 

t!e plague rat mil aU, mat the evacat,.,,, .,f tmm,. a [Jias then .as „mv ll , ,, 

attacks. " W .-„ l< "as about to freak out. a mouse wouM ni ? l, out of ,«a [m ,, tl „, luft t l„. 

the door .uni tho w ilU nt th>» h«»UM\ would expire. If, immediately after tins It ,h ihit.int c -* i-i- 

Iioa&e and wuit away t*» the jungle, their Ii*C8 Here *uved ; if otherwise, ( j,. v j ,, r 
village would he swept away h\ the Ii.md *»f d«*ath. If anv p-f-oii toadied ti 
of a ilead mau, l»o al-ti oniM not Mirvive t)ie fatal tout u.t.“ 


of tin 
the 


w led** 
loth. H 
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ouin|il«*t«'iL it* H)Vi;t is already *dm"n in the c.-iisus returns hw 
situ. tli'd iii llm .ilibuted ti.iul. Till" population of tlicsf villages was -JT-J.T'.U 
in l SKI l . Iiitt li.is nmv men In tin 1 ini- of increase being 29 jut cent., 

whii-h m l.tr in advance o! tin- .il rale ol gumtli fur tin* iii Uriel, in spite 

of lln- tael that tin*. tiaet contain . an ugrietfituial population, vvlieieas 
othi-is ace liitiiitl i lai i* >nt !u (In- t||>tu<*t, t lie consliuctiim of a 

Mute • til the m'lglibumiiood u! |liainoiiil Harbour ha < alii.niv Ii.nl loinarkable 

ftleels, though il completed in I JUKI. Pi mr to if s construction there 

'Veil' 1(H) Mjuaie mill", oi swampy nr waste laml : mm ilus ana is cnven<l 

with i iee eiilt tv at mn. the a value of u hieit is maily Iffil laklm ol nipe. s. 

while I he ' alue t O the linanln of one V< at eiops Olllv i-, estim iti <1 IIS 
ajiju o\mialel\ twice the actual m t o| the sciieuie. 

I" 1 '- 1 hci e have b> ei t l.ng,* c\ten »ioii-» ol i.iiluay communications in 

( both I h o\ luces dill mg t he di cade. Tile Eastern Helical 

Male Railway has coni|>letid a line fiom Kailnia to 
Hindu i and l ! an hat i. ami tints in < ill'll t tin- Assam Valley v, it hill i u**y i caidi of 
( ’aleittfa and llihai. The e\tc|isi<ui of the 1# mgal ami Xoi th-Wcstem Hallway 
lroin Kajijiui to Katih.u and the linking up o| Kutiliar with Gidagaii by the 
Hasten! Bengal Mat' Uatlwav have turnidied a l In out'll route acioss the 
Noitlt t huioctic 'list i ict s. sttunil.it mg emigration fiom Bihar to Bengal and 
Assam 1 in- Ass.un-lh ngal Hallway has completed couiniuuieation thiotigh the 
hill section of the line l>ct ween ( ’hamlpiti' and Hibrtigarh, thus opening up a 
new route to the tea-ganlons of the Assam ami SunnK Valleys. which is milch 
'jmekei ami castci than the obi river mutes. Lines have also heeti made to 
Noakhah and Ashuganj on the Meghnn. ami from Kailnia to Begin on the Ka.stcrn 
Bengal State Hallway. Tim iuuiea.se in the mileage of railways in this part of 
Bengal has not lestiltid in a ilei'iease in steamer traffic ; on the contrary, tin* 
facilities aiVordi ii by the stemneis have been increased considerably, and they 
now penetrate the i eeesses of the della more extensively than they Used to 
do. In West Bengal the Hast Indian Railway has constructed a line from 
Ondal to Munthi.i, which passes thioitgh the ceiitte of Hirbhum and connects 
tile Sadar station 'Sun. witli the t’lmid Line at Undid on one side and with 
the Loop Line at S.nnthin mi the other. In Ventral Helical the Murshidabad- 
Uanaghat branch has bi en ad*h >1 to tin 1 Kastern Helical State Hail way 
system: it takes oil from the main line at Ranaghat in Nadia and runs 
tli rou oh that district to L.ilgola (Hint on the Gauges in the extreme north of 
Mursliidabad. 

177. In Bihar and Orissa the Grand Ulmrd line, traversin'' tin* districts 
of Mauhhum. Ha/aribagh. Gaya ami ShtihahtuL was opetmil in IDOti. and the 
Pm tiiia-Hanclt! line, a light railway connect ing H.mchi with Pundia on the 
Bengal-Xagpur Hallway, m 11107. In the latter year also, the Midnaporo- 
lilmjudih-t toinoh section of tin* Bengal-Xagpur Uailway in the districts of 
Manbhiim. Bunkum and Midnajiorc was ojiened to trallic. i liis line completed 
the through eonnection. east and west, of the Manbhum colliery area, 
and also opened up tin* district of IJaiikura, which till then was not served by 
a railway. Further west the Buruu-Daltongauj branch of the East Indian 
Railway has given Palamau connection with the main line and allorded its 
coalfields access to the north-west. North of the flanges the most important 
new line is the llajipur-lvatihar extension of the ilengal and North-Western 
Railway along the left hank of the flanges. Its value to North Bihar can 
hardly* he exaggerated, as it traverses the districts of Purnea, Bhagalpur, 
Monghvr. Darbhanga and Saran. and has branches to the Ganges opposite 
Bhngalpur and Monghyr. Another extension of the same railway is the 
Mansi- Bhaptiahi line, which runs from Mansi near the Ganges to Bhaptiahi 
near the Nepal frontier. This line connects Bhagaipur city with the Sit paul 
and Madhipuva sulidivisions, and in Monghvr provides direct communication 
across a tract seamed with rivers and channels, where traffic by road used to 
be most difficult. 

Three light railways have also been opened. In Patna a light railway 
was built from Baktiyarpuv to Bihar, which was extended to Silao in 1909. 
In 1905 a line from Barasat to Basirhat in the .24-Parganas was opened, and 
in the same year the Mayurbhanj light railway, which connects Baripada, the 
headquarters of the Mayurbhanj State, with Rnpsa on the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway. 
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tiio other, tin- land does not receive the same amount of momnire or the same 
fertilizing deposit of silt. The resultant advantages and disadvantages mav. 
however, uounterhalance one another. In the former area the cultivators 
may merely lose ‘catch crops'; in the latter they may he benefited by protec- 
tion from floods.* 

151. Since the hist decade there has been a revival of the small 

industries of Bengal owing to tin; Swadeshi move- 
ment. a movement aiming at the resuscitation 

of dead or dying indigenous industries, the development of such as have 
maintained their vitality, and the initiation of new forms of industrial 
enterprise, directed and managed by Indians and employing fndian labour. 
Its efieet has been principally to enable weaver.-, to regain some of the ground 
which they had lost owing to the produce of their looms being driven out of 
the market by cheaper machine-made goods. Interest in the movement has 
fallen nfi’ lately, but for some years it bail a stimulating effect, as may be 
realized from the remarks recorded in 1907 by the .Magistrate of llwMilv : 
" It appears that while formerly the weavers had to take advances from the. 
middlemen and were always more or b-ss indebted to the latter, they are now 
very much better off, and if anything, the middlemen are sometimes indebted 
to them. 1 was told tin* other day by the President of the Dwarhatta Union 
that a young widow of the weaver caste, who would formerly have in all 
possibility suffered great privation, was now earning Us. Hi or 17 a month 
and maintaining herself and her younger brother aud.sister in some comfort. 
In Dhaniakhali I was told that a weaver earns about Ks. 20 a month, and the 
Subdi visional Ollieer of Serampore reported that a weaver there earns I Is. 25 
a month. A large dealer in Dhaniakhali was complaining that he was doing 
less business now titan before, because now dealers from Chandernngore and 
elsewhere are coming to tin* villages, whereas formerly he and a few others 
hail a sort of monopoly." The Swadeshi movement has also been instrumental 
m the starting of a number of small factories in the metropolitan districts 
for the manufacture of such articles as snap. ink. pencils, tin boxes, steel 
trunks, combs, buttons etc., but it lias not made much headway as regards 
large manufactures employing mechanical power. Joint-stock companies have 
been started, but few have had any real vitality, and nearly all the important 
industrial concerns are still chiefly under European supervision and supported 
by European capital. There is one notable exception in the case of the Tata 
Iron and Steel Works, recently established at Sakchi in Singhbhinn. which 
■owe their creation to the enterprise of’ Messrs. Tata, hut in this case also 
the management consists of Europeans and Americans. 

152. The decade has witnessed a most remarkable development, of 

coal mining, as may lie realized from the marginal 
( i.u mm*. statement. Coal mining in Bengal is now nearly 

a century old. but in spice of the natural advantages conferred by the 
geographical position of the c ml-fields and easy mining conditions, its true 
development has only taken place during the last 20 years, progress being most 

rapid in the last ten. The output of coal in 1910 

was 95 per cent, of the total production of India, 
and nearly all of it was raised from the Raniganj 
coal-field in the districts of Burdwan and Man- 
hhum and the Jheria coal-field in Manbhnm. The 
latter has developed most rapidly and produces 
move coal than any other field : the labour force in 
Manbhum has grown accordingly, for whereas 
there were 157 mines with 32.194 workers in 1901, the number of the former 
rose in 1910 to 232 and of the latter to 56.179. The only other coaL-fields 
of any importance are the Giridih field in Hazaribagh, with 10 collieries and 
an output of 674.000 tons (in 1910), and the Daltonganj coal-field in Palamau 
with one mine from which 85.000 tons were raised. The history of the indus- 
try during the decade was somewhat chequered owing to a boom and a 
subsequent slump. The boom culminated in 1908, when the output was over 
Hi million tons, the maximum ever reached ; next year the trade received a 
decided set-back, the demand being no longer equal to the supply. The value 
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a See Mongliyr District Gazetteer, pages IIG, 117, 1I9-I9I. Bliagalpur District Gazetteer, pages 
139, 133. ami Puruea District Gazetteer, page 105. 
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book, ill which lie is required to have all births and deaths that may occur 
within his jurisdiction recorded by himself or tlm village panchui/ut ; these 
arc reported on parade days at the police stations and outposts, * which arc 
the registering centres. The statistics thus obtained are compiled by tl»o 
police, and submitted monthly to the Civil Surgeon, who prepares returns 
for the whole district for inclusion in the annual report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner. The statistics are checked from time to time by Inspectors 
and Kith* inspectors of Vaccination, and the cfiaukulars punished, if necessarv, 
for neglecting to report properly. In the towns, the higher level of intel- 
ligence and tlm fear ol legal penalties tend to make registration and the 
classification of diseases mote accurate than in the rural tracts, fn the 
latter the reporting c/mu/ciikir is generally illiterate, and vital registration 
is less correct, the ehiel delects being the registration of still births and the 
omission nf actual births in outlying villages and among the lower castes. 

1X7. in addition t<> the periodical checks above mentioned, a special 
inquiry was held bet we.-n August l'.fUti and duly 1 !)<)!> in order to ascertain, 
by way of test experiment, ho.v far births and deaths in rural areas are cor- 
rectly registered. 1’lie area selected was a portion of thana fiaisi in the dis- 
trict of Hunlwan. containing a population of about 53,000 persons. This area 
wa» divided into three sections, each of which was under the charge of a 
medical ollieer. 1 he reports ol births and deaths as registered by the 
chuukt'dars were obtained every week. Inquiries were then made in the 
villages to verify their reports, and also to ascertain locally if any births 
and deaths remained unregistered. A special local inquiry was also made 
in each case of death, either recorded or unrecorded in the thana register, 
to determine its probable cause. At the. commencement of each year's 
operation a rough census of the population under observation was taken 
with the object of checking the work done. During the three years over 
which the enquiry extended, the number of births and deaths that actually 
occurred was 1,1)70 and 0.910, respectively, as against 1.(5110 and 0.9 1 7 entered 
in the thana register. There was thus an excess of 2 0 births, which was 
due to the inclusion in the birth returns of 2 cases of abortion and -0 cases 
of still-births, to the double registration of 3 births, anil to failure to report 
11 actual births, in the ease of d".iths then* was an excess of 7 only, due 
to the erroneous inclusion of 3 cases of abortion. 23 cases of still-birth and 
one death that occurred before the enquiry began, ami to the omission of 20 
deaths that .actually occurred. 

1XN. This enquiry shows that the vital statistics as at present collected 
and compiled arc vitiated mainly by errors regarding still-births and, in a 
minor degree, by tin* omission of births and deaths, but that the net difference 
between the number of v ital occurrences and the number registered is very 
small : the latter is in excess by 4 per mille in the case of births and one 
per mille in the case o’f deaths. The number of births that escaped registra- 
tion was only 2 per mille of the total number, the corresponding ratio for 
deaths being 3 per mille. There was considerable variation in the manner of 
registering still-horn infants. Altogether, 53 cases of still-birth were 
reported, of which 23 were recorded as deaths and 26 as births, while the 
remaining four were correctly recorded as still-births. The medical officers, 
however, found that there were 3 1 cases of still-births which were not 
recorded at all, 22 being males and 12 females. The effect of still-horn 
infants being erroneously included in the birth returns is to produce an 
infinitesimal excess of males, for the proportion of males among still-births 
is always high : — it varies according to the figures given by Darwin from 135 
to 150 males per 100 females* and in the 34 cases reported by the 
medical officers the ratio per 100 females was as high as 183. The proportion 
of still-births actually registered as births to the total number of births that 
occurred was, however, under 6 per mille, and it is doubtful therefore 
whether the excess of males due to this error is more than 4 per mille. 

189. If the results of this enquiry could be regarded as typical, the 
vital statistics could he accepted with some confidence, but it may be taken 
for granted that, while the inquiry lasted, the chauhidars felt that they were 
on their trial and took trouble to report every birth or death of which they 


Descent of Man, 2nd edition, p. 243. 
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CHAPTER IT. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


Bihar and Orissa as a whole. Mr. G. F. Hardy, f.i.a., f.s.s.. the Actuarv 
who was retained by the Census Commissiners of 1881. 1891 and 1901 to 
deal with the age statistics of those years, estimated the birth and death 
rates for 1891-1901 in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa as a whole at a little over 43’9 
and 88'!) per mille. respectively. 

192. As regards the net increase due to vital occurrences, the subsi- 
diary table shows the actual annual excess of births over deaths to be 5‘3 per 
mille in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa as a whole, and this may be taken as a fail- 
approximation, for as shown above, the net excess of emigrants over immigrants 
in the two Provinces taken together was very small. There is, however,' 
a considerable difference if the two Provinces are considered separately. The 
balance of migration is against Bihar and Orissa, the emigrants from which 
add to the death roll of other countries and thus lower the death rate of their 
own Province : they outnumbered the immigrants by 36 per mille in 1901 
and by 49 per mille in 1911. In Bengal, on the other hand, there is a gain 
from migration, for the number of immigrants is far greater than that of 
emigrants. It contains a large floating population from Bihar and the United 
Provinces, who add to its mortality returns, but very little to the number of 
births, as the immigrants live mostly without their families. These immi- 
grants outnumbered the emigrants by 26 per mille in 1901 and by 32 per 
mille in 1911. Thus, as compared with the birth rate, the real death rate 
is lower in Bengal, but higher in Bihar and Orissa, than would appear from 
the returns of vital occurrences. The average rate of increase, therefore, may 
be taken as a little above 5 per mille in Bengal and a little below 6 per mille 
in Bihar and Orissa. The rate for the two Provinces together (5'4 per mille) 
corresponds closely with Mr. Hardy’s estimate of 5 per mille as the actual 
rate during the previous decade. 

193. It also appears on a detailed examination of the vital statistics 
that each Province would have shown a higher rate (about 7 per mille) 
as the average annual rate of increase, had there been no lean years like 
1905-U8, when the rates of increase were abnormally low. Mr. Hardy’s 
estimate of 7 per mille as the normal rate of increase in Bengal. Bihar 
and Orissa as a whole (deduced from the estimated actual rates of 8’0. 7' 7 
and 5'0 per mille in 1872-81, 1881-91 and 1891-1901, respectively) _ is 
therefore corroborated by the vital statistics for 1901-10, during which 

the registration of vital 
occurrence appears to 
— have reached a higher 
»*- standard of accuracy. 
The table in the margin 
shows how much more 
closely the rates according 
to the vital statistics now 
correspond to the esti- 

mated rates of births 

and deaths, the difference 

being reduced from 16 and 13 per mille in 1901 to only 4'2 and 4'6 per mille 


1831 - 1901 . 


1901 - 1911 . 


Births Deaths, i Increase. , Births. I Deaths. 


Rates according io Mr, 
Hardy* estimate for 
the previous decade ... 
Sates according to 
vital statistics 

Difference 


- 3-0 ) - 4-2 


m 


1911. 


WEST BENGAL. 

194. The district of Burdwan consists of two distinct portions, the 
eastern half being a low-lying alluvial tract 
Bckdwak. subject to inundations from the Damodar. Ajay, 

Khari, Kunur and Bhagirathi rivers. The el.ects of floods are accentuated by 
the obstruction of drainage caused by dams and weirs erected across rivers 
and creeks for the purposes of irrigation Large tracts are consequently 
water-logged for a considerable portion of the year, especially in the south- 
east of the Sadar subdivision. The western portion of the district, which 
corresponds to the Asansol subdivision, consists of rolling uplands, with a 
dry laterite soil, and is far healthier. Between 1872 ami 1891 the population 
of the district decreased by 94.535, or nearly per cent. This diminution 
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lliuiim m. 


DISTRICT TOTAL 
SaUar Subtllvlalon 

bail 

Duhrajpjr 
llolpur 
FakuJpur 
Labpur 

Rampur Hat Subdivision 


Itampu* H t*. . 

urcahwui 

Nalhali 

Murarai 


l'o,niUlloi), 
1 >11 


935,473 

544.472 

13V0<5 

is: ,3 u 

119.174 
82.516 
6*, 463 

391,001 

110 409 
97.10* 
90, lit 
93.. *71 


l* I ur».NTxur. 
VAiiurio.v, 


l*>i — 1911 1^91— 1901. I 


f 3 63 


Oh? | 


4 13*03 


+ 13*97 | 

i > 


mainly to this cause, the Asansol sulidivision, which grew by nearly 20 per 
emit, between 1891 and 1901. iias now added only -l"? per cent, to its popu- 
lation. Immigrants represent over oiie-lifth of the total population of the 
sulidivision and nearly one-half of the total nuniher of immigrants in the 
whole district. All the thanas in the sulidivision have added to their popula- 
tion except Kalcsa, which is an agricultural tract that sul.ers from endemic 
fever. The only other sulidivision in which there has lieen any growth of 
population is Katwa, where it is independent of immigration. In the tSadar 
and Kalna suhdivisions the loss is shared in hy every thana except Mantes* 
war and Sahebganj. 

197. Like Hurd wan. the district of Hirhhum was decadent until 1891 

owing to the ravages of fever. The population 
decreased hy 7 per cent, between 1872 and 1881. 
and in the succeeding decade increased hy less than 1 per cent. In 

the latter year there 

“™ ~~ i ' was a falling oil’ of 

nearly I per cent, in the 
Sadar subdivision, which 
suffered severely from 
fever, hut an accretion 
of 1(1 per cent, in the 
RampUr Hat subdivision 
to the north. In the 
next 10 years condi- 
tions were generally 
favourable, and tho dis- 
trict added 18 per cent, 
to its population, the 
two suhdivisions sharing 
nearly equally in the 
increase. 

198. Hirhhum is 
almost entirely depend- 
ent on agriculture. The 
j crops had a fair outturn 

_ U p to i<) 05 , Out from 
1906 to 1908 they were short, and there was some scarcity in 1908-09. The 
poorer middle classes, small cultivators and landless labourers were embar- 
rassed by the high range of prices. The Santals and other semi-aboriginal 
tribes, who could not get sufficient employment locally, went further afield, but 
the good crops and revived prosperity of tho next two years brought them back 
to their homes. A serious Hood occurred in 1902, when heavy rain caused the 
Brahmani in thana Murarai, the Bansloi in Nalhati and the Mor in thana Suri 
to overflow their banks and inundate the surrounding country. Great loss was 
caused to cultivators in the four thanas of the Rampur Hat. subdivision, and 
more especially Nalhati and Murarai. The health of the district was generally 
good, except in 1906-1908, when it suffered from a wave of fever and 
epidemics of cholera ; in these three years deaths exceeded births by 41,000. 

199. In the decade as a whole, there was an excess of 18.689 births. 

1 and the census shows an increase 


:u ‘ i 

0-14 | 
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ID 93 

i;*:j 

17-2*4 

I4TJ4 

11*33 


6*73 

-r- 7 IJ 
+ 3 41 

-f 791 
+ h*23 


+ 11*68 


101)3 

H‘57 

11-93 

17-1S 


of 33,193 or 3'68 per cent. The 
number of immigrants has risen very 
little and is rearly counterbalanc- 
ed by tho exodus of the native- 
born. The growth of population is 
shared in by all thanas except Suri 
and Dubrajpur in the west of the 
Sadar subdivision. Here the soil 
is not so fertile as it is to the east, 
and heavy mortality was caused by 
cholera and small-pox in 1908. 

Owing to the loss in these two 
thanas, the average increase in the Sadar subdivision is only 1‘59 per cent., 
whereas it is 6'73 per cent, in the Rampur Hat subdivision. The latter is 
one of the most progressive tracts in West Bengal, and is now more 
populous by 29 per cent, than it was in 1881, whereas the population of 


BmnnuM 

1911. 

1901. 

Ma'e. 

Female. 

Male. 

Fern a' a 

Actual population 

463,838 

471,633 

444,689 

457,391 

Immig.auts • 

23.897 

33,182 

27,194 

33,412 

Emigrants 

21.681 

23,321 

20,876 

26,485 

N atural p opulation 

436 622 

464,971 

438,371 

450.661 
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CHAP 1 El! II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


been even 
where they 


greater, 
are 


In spite of 
most numerous, 


declined by 1 per cent, between 
owing to the ravages of Hurd wan 


increased by 2 1 per cent., wdule that of the Vishnupur subdivision declined 
by more than 8 per cent. Only once, viz., in 1901, has the latter had any 
increase of population since the census operations began. The inhabitants 
of the headquarters subdivision are, moreover, to a large extent aboriginals 
or semi-aboriginals, who do not suffer fiom disease as much as the better 
castes of Hindus, owing piobably to the healthier lives they live, to then- 
residence in the dry uplands, and to their more nourishing diet. They are 
prolific races, in whose villages swarms of children may be seen. Had it not 
been for the fact that they supply most of the emigrants from the district, 
the increase of population v, ould have 
emigration, the Khatra and Raipur thanas, 
have developed most rapidly. 

204. The population of Midnapore 

1872 and 1881 

MiDwroRt. fever, which first appeared in 1871 and raged till 

1877, causing an estimated mortality of a quarter of a million. During the 

next twenty years there was a 
steady growth, representing 4'6 
per cent, in 1891 and 5'99 per 
cent, in 1901. The increase -was 
rapid along the sea-coast and 
the estuary of the Hooghly. 
There was a fair natural develop- 
ment in the healthy, but barren 
and sparsely inhabited up-lands 
in the west of the district. 
Stagnation or decline prevailed 
m the ill-drained depression that 
intervenes between ‘ these two 
extremes. 

205. Conditions during the 
decade 1901-1910 wereimt favour- 
able to a further advance. In 5 
years only did the death rate 
exceed the birth rate, the only 
really healthy years being 1903, 
1904 and 1908-10. This was 
the result mainly of epidemics 
of cholera, which were particular- 
ly widespread in 1901, 1902, 1906 
and 1907 ; in 1902 there was 
also an epidemic of smallpox, 
which was responsible for 17,000 
deaths. Fever, the most impor- 
tant factor in the health of the 
and the outturn of the crops 


JflDN U ORb 

Population 

1911 

PERCENTAGE Ob 
VARIATION 

1901 

— 191] 

1391- 

-1901 

DISTRICT TOTAL 

2, 821, *01 

T 

1 15 

+ 

5 99 

Sadar Subdivision 

1,300. 080 

- 

1 75 



Miduapore 

7 A 171 


0 19 

+ 

9 07 

Kharagpur 

132,87) 

+ 

19 69 

+ 

lOul 

Jhargaon 

80 3>l 

+ 

> >9 


7 10 

Binpur 

112, .70 

+ 

6 J4 

+ 

241 

Salbam 

59 >74 


2 09 


9 70 

Debra 

66 799 

- 

1 oH 

- 

1 2b 

Sabang 

147, >90 


4 04 



Naraj angarh 

123.328 

-L 

4 13 


0 85 

Garhbeta 

126 3 >3 

- 

O 08 

+ 

a 29 

Keslipur 

83 3)7 

- 

3 72 

+ 

3 33 

Dantin 

126 236 

-I- 

2 IS 

+ 

2 28 

Gopiballabhpur 

163 172 

+ 

00’ 

+ 

7 36 

Chat at Subdivision 

301,396 


7 26 

-* 

0 90 

GliVal 

33,341 

_ 

9 49 


0 48 

Das pur 

\ 123,1)7 

- 

-> 7o 

- 

2 37 

Chandrakoua 

04 s28 


7 19 

+ 

0 6S 

Tamluk Subdivision 

601,502 

-U 

3 13 



Taraluk 

l.)l 872 

a. 




Myslamlpm 

102 323 

a. 

> o3 

4- 

8 27 

Sut ihata 

74 246 

a. 

o 10 

+ 

11 >0 

Pauskuta 

143 991 

+ 

0 44 


4 07 

Nondigram 

129 070 


3" w 0 

+ 

13,7 

Conlai Subdivision 

618,223 

a. 

2 50 

+ 10 59 

Khaj i 

37 360 

_ 

0 3a 

-4- 

14 74 

Ooutai 

177,703 

+ 

2 93 



Hamnagar 

76 007 

+ 

132 



JJbagwanpur 

126,731 

+ 

4 97 

+ 

8 «>9 

Fgra 

73 3 '9 

+ 

0 o7 

+ 

5 49 

Patospu'* 

1 102 082 
l 

+ 

281 

' l 

6 16 

, 


water-logged areas 


district, was rife in the 
was poor for several years. 

206. The census discloses an increase of 32,087 or T15 per cent. 
The volume both of emigration and immigration has increased owing to the 
extension of the lailway. the main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway being 
opened in 1901 and the .1 herria extension in 1903. The emigrants, however, 
outnumber the immigiants by 96,000. All the subdivisions Inn e a growth of 
population except Gliatal. which was also the only subdivison that sustained 
a loss in 1901. The reasons for its decadence are not far to seek. Tt is an 
alluvial tract with a fei tile soil, but it is liable to floods, and the people 
suffer from constant malniia and peiiodical epidemics of cholera. The inunda- 
tions affect the public health in two wavs. On the one hand, the flood water 
scours out holes and ditches, and cai l ies off surface filth and rotting vegeta- 
tion, depositing a protects e layer of silt. On the other hand, the stagnant 
water, slowdy (living up, atfoids a congenial bleeding giound for malaria-bear- 
ing mosquitoes. There are thus two divergent effects. At first, the flood 
water cleanses the country and cholera disappears. After the floods aie over. 
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till AFTER 11. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


209. Since 1901, there has boon a gain of -U.OoO or 8‘91 per coat., part 
of which is duo to the influx of immigrants rather than to natural growth. 
Thorn was an excess of recorded deaths over births during the decade 
amounting to nearly 80,000, and the birth-rate surpassed the death-rate in only 
8 years, viz., 190-1. 1909 and 1910. Fever is rife and is a natural consequence 
of the natural configuration of the country. Jt is for the greater part a seini- 
aquatio rice plain traversed by large and small rivers, with low-lying depres- 
sions between them ; many of the rivers have more or less silted up. and no 
longer drain the land, which remains swampy and water-logged. Malarial 
fover," writes Lieut. Col. D. G. Crawford, 1. M. S., formerly Civil Surgeon 
of Ilooghly, “ is still the prevailing disease of the Hooghly district, though 
fortunately it is no longer the scourge that it was 50 to 80 years ago. Some- 
thing has been done since that time to alleviate its ravages, particularly the 
Hushing of some of the * dead ’ rivers of the district since the construction 
of the Dankuni drainage channel in 1878 and the opening of the Eden canal 
in 1881. Still, however, the physical conditions of the district remain much 


as they wore half a century ago ; and thus thoy must always remain, for no 
human agency can alter them. The district is little above sea-level, it has a 
heavy rainfall, it is traversed by numerous ‘dead’ or silting up rivers, 
and it is chiefly devoted to the growth of rice, a crop which requires the 
ground to be a swamp during several months of the year for its cultivation. 
These conditions necessarily lead to its being water-logged in the rains. 
Practically, every house built in the district necessitates the excavation of 
a small tank or pit ( doba ) to get the earth, which forms a plinth, to raise 
tho house above flood-level. Efficient drainage is an impossibility, as there 
is not sufficient fall. The tanks which abound in the towns — in the Hooghly- 
(Jhinsura Municipality alone there are 700 — the drains, with their inefficient 
fall, forming chains of stagnant pools instead of running streams, and the 
vast expanses of rice cultivation, all supply ample breeding grounds for the 
mosquito by which malarial fover is spread.”' 

The population is still nearly 80,000 less than it was in IS 72, and if, 
as observed by Mr. Gait in the Census Report of 1901, it is very doubtful 
whether the district will over fully recover its losses until the drainage 
problem is solved, that consummation appears a very remote contingency. < 

210. Emigration is fostored not merely by the industrial, but also 

by the agricultural demands of 

” mu. moi. i the district. The mills, factories 

Kooam.v. , — — , and brick-fields along the Hooghly 

I Male. Female. Male. ! Female. Cre atO a COllStajlt, 311(1 the needs 

~ ~ ' i of cultivation a periodic, demand 

“ i m'SS \ isisss "Swiss j %.•»»> for labour, which is supplied by 
^Tturaf population 538, i 5iJ;i37 s‘imm j siwm outside districts, mainly the 
— districts of Orissa, Chota Nagpur 


and Bihar. The larger industries have developed steadily— the average daily 
number of operatives in registered factories rose by 10,000 between 1901 and 

I 9 H anc l the increasing wealth of the cultivators enables them to employ 

outside labour instead of tilling their fields themselves. Agricultural labourers 
from the Sonthal Parganas and Chota Nagpur have consequently settled 
in the villages, and some have become cultivators on their own account. 
The number of persons from outside districts who were enumerated in 
Hooghly is now 46,000 more than in 1901. Part of the increase is duo to an 
extra number of coolies being at work on the construction of the Hooghlv- 
Katwa Railway at the time of the census, but even so the number exceeds 
that returned in 1891 by 86 per cent. On the other hand, the number of 
those born in the district who were enumerated elsewhere has increased 
by 27,000 since 1901— the number in Howrah alone has risen by 13, 000. 
So much however, of the migration, whether inwards or outwards, is of a 
temporary character, that its effect on the population cannot be gauged, with 
any precision. A large proportion of the immigrants only come for the 
agricultural season, or work in the nulls and brickfields during the cold 
weather, after which they return to their homes. The emigrants, again, 
consist to a large extent, of clerks and others who have to work m Calcutta 


Hooghly District Gazetteer. 
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CHAl'TKi: II— MdVKSIENT ni- THU I>01>i;i,ATI(>N. 


IlmVHAII. 


by emigration to In; set oil’ against it. A considerable narf of * l,„ 

tl,,., W :it.tnl.iit(.'<l to K mwtl, Tin; “Z^ZTeVIZ 

neighbourhood of tlie mills 
along the river bank from 
bally on the north to Ulu- 
beria on the south. The 
inland area in the north of 
tlie district has been opened 
up by the IIowrah-Amta 
and Howrah-Shiakhala 


AlIu.i 1 population 

Immigrants ... 

Emigrants ... 

Natural population 



1911. 

1901. 


Male. 

J l\ mu i\ 

M ite. | 

Uunule. 


40-1,041 

123,215 

23,(35 

396,801 

m.^ei 

01.709 
10.937 
337.049 1 

433 523 
IM.6 1 1 
14,8*4 
303, 70s 1 

110,9-40 

43,979 

K.512 

373,522 

while 

the e 

execution of 

tlie II 


...» o mm uiiitii tu ifuaui* wawjr- logged and unciiltivahlp 

areas in thanas Dmnjor and dagatbailabhpiir. Tlie south of the Uluberia 
subdivision is not so water-logged and is generally healthier. The city of 
Howrah accounts for nearly one-fourth of the total increase but all parts of 
the district are progressive. The rate of growth is twice as rapid in 'the 
Nadar subdivision, which is tlie centre of industrial activity, as in the Uluberia 
subdivision, where the population is mainly agricultural. Of the rural tlnms 
Uluberia has the highest ratio of increase (IT!) per cent..), while tin percen t : 
age is least in Anita, where much of the land is water-logged and fever is 
prevalent. 

CKXTUAL BENGAL. 


.'4- PUt .ANA-. 


lVpuIuMon. 

1911. 


Pi.lU'h.NTAMi: OF VA 111 A* 
TION. 


214. Though the 2 l-Parganas. as a whole, has steadily added to its 
:m.1\\iii.a\ai.. population since 1S72. the growth has not been 

, ,, uniform. In 1881 there was a net increase of 

t p»r cent., but the I.arrackpore subdivision declined by 9 per cent, owing 

— — — — to the prevalence of malaria. 

At the next census a pro- 
portional growth of 11 ’9 per 
cent, was registered, and 
this was followed by 
another increase of 9'9 per- 
cent. In the last of these 
decades (1891-1901) the 
riparian population grew by 
12 per cent, owing to the 
development of the indus- 
trial towns along the 
Hooghly, but the rate of 
growth was twice as fast in 
the southern thanas, where 
the progress of reclamation 
in the Sundarbans attracted 
numerous settlers. On the 
other hand, the central and 
northern thanas remained 
stationary or lost popula- 
tion. 

215. Conditions be- 
tween 1901 and 1911 were - 
in favour of a further 
growth of population. The 
public health was good, the 
births exceeding the deaths 
by 100,000. The outturn 
of the crops was well up to 
the average during the first 
half of the decade. In 
1905 they were short owing 
to. heavy but unevenly dis- 
tributed rainfall, while the 
rainfall next year was deficient and the outturn was again poor. Conse- 
quently, in 1907 there -was distress, to meet which agricultural loans and 



- 

1001 — 1911 

j J89I — 190I. 

DISTRICT TOTAL 

2,434,104 + 17'12 

+ 

9S9 

Sadar Subdivision 

756,348 -f 12-67 

+ 

11‘83 

Baruipur 

100,309 + lu'49 

+ 

4 63 

Matla 

92,637 + 15-49 

+ 

4l*x7 

Jaynagur 

123,806 

+ 14-72 

+ 

18-62 

Bhangar 

87,470 + 14-36 

+ 

12*38 

Behala 

50,482 + 093 


... 

Tolljgunge 

66.487 

4- 19*42 


... 

Sonarpur ... ... 

47,335 

+ 8*17 


... 

Vishuupur 

, 91.76H 

+ 9*26 

+ 

6-21 

Budge Budge 

1 93,974 

+ 16-34 

+ 

]3’93 

Diamond Harbour Sub- 
division. 

1 

1 515,725 

1 

+ 11‘93 

1 + 14-36 

1 

Mag-a Hat 

, 140,019 

, + 7-36 

+ 

4*80 1 

Falta 

57,301 

+ 9-33 

+ 

5-20 | 

Diamond Harbour 

[ 78,535 

+ 11-11 

+ 

11*44 

.Sulpi 

152,224 

. + 12-68 

+ 

26*80 | 

Mathurapnr 

87,646 

| 

1 -f 21*50 

+ 

23 02 j 

Barrackporc Subdivision 

1 

292,524 

| + 41-69 


! 

1 

Biranagar ... ... ... 

43,910 

1 -4- 13*62 

+ 

1275 | 

Barrachpore 

72 259 

+ 102-80 

+ 

28-12 

Noapara ... ... 

23,236 

-f 48*39 

- 

7-88 

Rhardaha ... ... 

22,465 

i 3‘66 

+ 

75 

Dum-Dum 

26,887 

+ 13-93 


.. 

Naihati ... 

101,767 

-f 35-18 


- 

Barasat Subdivision 

292,791 

-f 10’84 


.. 

Habra ... ... ... 

74,320 

+ 5*21 

_ 

0 90 

Deganga ... 

62,232 

+ 12-72 


1-02 

Barasat ... 

136,239 

+ 12-96 


- 

Basirhat Subdivision 

429,476 

+ 15‘39 

+ 

7-22 

Baduria ... 

141,940 

+ 7-34 

+ 

4*36 

Basirhat ... 

98,720 

+ 13-57 

+ 

10-66 

Haroa 

68,433 

+ 11*18 

- 

1-96 

Hasnabad 

120.383 

+ 31*61 

+ 

15*29 

Suburbs of Calcutta 

147, 240 

+ 45-28 

+ 15-82 | 

Coasipo-e — Chitpur 

4«.178 

+ 18*23 

-f 

29*68 

Manicktollali 

53,767 

+ 66-01 

+ 

13-01 

Garden Roach ... * 

45,295 

+ 60*56 

+ 

1-03 
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21‘l. The lecnulv 
Sum 


nf (lie total population, nml 
mnic tin in tv,i> to nue. Tin* mtmfier of 

iiiimitci .nits has lisen liy 

i i .s-J.linu since i‘10l. l.ut 

tlieie lias also I icon an 
i noi easing exoilns of the 
^ native burn p.uticulmly to 

T A the silhtu han mittiieipali- 

*■’ ties mill to llmu.ih. 


of the ilistiiet of N.nli.i for the last aO ,\c.u s aie a 
ilepn ssiny oiiioiiicte of disease, either endemic or 


' . epidemic. Between t,S.“i7 and 1M51 it was swept 

In (lie fe\er which was latei known as lhtidwmi feu<r, hut which at fit at was 

given the designation of 

Nsuti.i fever. An inquiry 

, 4I1U 1 uJu 1 " >*“i'oi" ~ into its causes and 

i ah- on mhi- prevalence was made in 

1 — ISO 2 bv a special oincer, 

'Mr. .1. Elliot, who described 

DISTRICT TOTAL 1.617.640 - 2-14 .. . , 

the disease as mitering only 

Sadar Subdivision 363.614 - SOI h 3 S3 j )( its intensity fl'Otll tilt) 

tsiuini - a t.i s u <3 + i 3 »o oul inarv form of malarious 

6tatr» ;u UD h • -» + 311 . .» » * 

sa^iar. oa«J ° ■>* r o :3 [over, and attuouteu its 
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iu33oi - 333 + 713 ons weeds, and houses un- 

Mlrj ur 13-f l>o3 ~ 3 tuj + - 1 7 i •» . 

Dwi.ipW mm - 3 73 - uu ventilated amt simounded 

Kunnrkha I . U> IS* - b“«!7 . ill , t r 

by a tangled growth of 

Mohorpur Subdivision 329.S63 - S 33 + 3 39 jungle ami lailk VCgetatioil. 

AAiiwp.u ji 35 o * - - 3 a 3 The moitality from this 
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Meunmr 73 as; - 03!) + u .o epidemic in some villages 

fvlmtl t . W 870 - I W» + 7 73 1 i A 1 i /* A . 

I amounted to 60 per cent. 
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i, n ,pur A is, ai7 1 - i33 - » 13 quived into hy a committee. 

cSiiia . ,:\ : 31,307 ( ? ooi 1 *.° usually referred to as the 

\ i Epidemic Commission. The 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


entirely confined to the Western Duars, i.e., the country lying along the foot 

of the Himalayas between 


Jalpaiouju. 

Population. 

PUnCKNTAUB OK VAIIIA- 
TION. 

1911. 

1901 — 1911, 

1891 

-1901. 

DISTRICT TOTAL 

902,660 

+ 

1479 

+ 

15-70 

Sadar Subdivision 

699,959 


4‘95 

+ 

985 

Jalpalgurl ••• ••• ... 

83,783 

+ 

4 '20 

- 

0*70 

llajganj 

75,480 

+ 

4’08 

- 

3*31 

Bodu 

163,401 

— 

0'97 

- 

0*2 

Pntligram ••• ••• ••• 

58,624 

+ 

4'93 

- 

5'28 

Maiunguti ••• — 

200,636 

+ 

9*23 

+ 

31*17 

Datuilim 

116,035 

+ 

7*87 

+ 

28*20 

All pore Subdivision 

202,701 


6983 

+ 

6475 

Aliporo ... ••• ... ... 

126,580 

+ 

81'49 

+ 

70*01 

Fnlnknta... ... ... ... 

76,121 

+ 

53*45 

+ 

57*87 


the Tista and Sank os rivers, 
which comprises the Alipur 
subdivision (thanas Alipur 
and Falakata) and two 
thanas in the Sadar sub- 
division, viz., Alain aguri 
(with thcDhupguri outpost) 
and Damdim. In this area 
there was a remarkable 
increase, the tea gardens 
having attracted labour, 
while new settlers came in 
from other districts and 
the Gooch Behar State, as 
well as from the west of 
the district. With regard to the condition of the district during the past 
decade, the Deputy Commissioner' (Air. Lees) writes: — “The chief feature 
of the history of the past ten years is the great expansion of cultivation, 
especially in the Alipur subdivision. There are now few jungle blocks in the 
district outside the reserved forests. The rapid development of the tea 
industry between 1S81 and 1891, when the area under tea rose from 35.683 
acres to 76,158 acres, suffered some check owing to the depression of the tea 
industry, but the area under tea has now risen to 88,000 acres. Almost all 
the available land which is suited for tea cultivation in this district has now 
been taken up, and further expansion of tea cultivation cannot be very great. 
The decade was a period of prosperity without any serious flood or other 
calamity.” There were, it is true," severe floods in 1902, 1906 and 1910, but 
comparatively little damage was done to the crops. Epidemics of cholera 
broke out in the two last ye.ys, and also in 1908, a year of deficient rainfall, 
carrying -off altogether 5,000 pmpons. Fever, which is endemic in this Tarai 
district, continued unabated. JntDf all the districts in North Bengal only 


Dinajpur had a higher death- 
only 4,646. 


c ha and the excess 
last 


of births over deaths was 


239. The census showsYeportelition to the population of 116,334, or 14*8 


JaLPAIQCBI. 


Actual population 
Immigrants 
Emigrants 
Natural population 


-^se 


of 


1911 -ntion ac woi. 




490,228 

153,309 

9,677 

346,596 


412,432 

111,959 

11,322 

311,795 


JCaIe?2*350 
r 4,914 


'64 

-it 

li 


363.976 

83,309 

9,871 

290,538 


per cent., for which im- 
migration is mainly respon- 
sible, the natural popula- 
tion having increased by 
only 7 per cent. There 
are now no less than 
265,268 immigrants in the 
distinct, their number hav- 
ing risen by 77,045 or 41 
per cent, since 1901 : the emigrants IrJ J also increased, but only by 3,573, 
leaving a balance of 73,472 in favour of 'tr — rL ; -" Act. The population in the 
Western Duars has continued to grow \- a te ofV, the percentage of increase 

being 26 per pffinf theie marginal table sufficiently 
shows the effipckto development has had on the 
expansion of (heM in-rict. While, however, the 
Alipur subdiv}sioi\ i the east has grown by no 
less than 70 per cefsi-, the percentage of increase 
in Alainaguri and Ih7 ndim, in the west, is only 
9 and 8 per cent., respectively, whereas it was 
31 and 28 per cent, in N^901. These two thanas, 
lying nearest to the old settled tracts, were 
naturally the first to attract new cultivators. They filled up rapidly, and 
there is now little waste land available for new settlers. In the Alipur 
subdivision, however, cultivation is extending in every direction, and there 
is a constant stream of immigrants attracted by the fertility of the land 
and the lowness of the rents. In the rest of the district there - has been a 


OEXSDS. 

Increase in— 

District. 

Western Duars. 


s 


1891 

100,250 

103,661 

1901 

106,703 

114,238 

1911 

116,334* 

108,766 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OK THE POPULATION. 


2-12. To turn to tlio 


D.UWkKUMJ. 


Actual population 
Immigrant* 
KmlgmnU ... 
Natural population 


variations of population in different parts of the 

district, the most progres- 
sive tlianas are Jorbunga- 
low and Kalimpong. The 
formor grow by 21'5 per 
cent, between 1891 and 
1901 and now records a 
further increase of 20*9 per 
cent. In the latter the 
to 19'3 per cent., a result 
l>y the small proportion of 



1911. 

1901 


( 11 Go. 

1 

| Funulo. ; 

Maid. 1 

Fuinalo. 


1 19.031 


133,003 

110,112 


07.102 

1 30.030 

71,289 

33,102 


3.803 

4,333 

3.128 

2,300 


80.833 

77,933 

01,84 4 

03,379 


Rasopvr. 


rato of growth has fallen from 55*9 per cent, 
due to the chock imposed on immigratic 

cultivable land that is left. As stated in the District Gazetteer *(1907)" 

“ Whether the \;olumo of immigration will be so great in the future is very 
doubtful. The best lands have been taken up, those now being developed 
consist of the poorer and more remote lands, which have been the last to 
attract settlers, though they are largely taken up by those who can get no 
good land elsewhere, and there are only 30 square miles of reclaimable 
jungle left." The growth in the Darjeeling thana is normal and calls for no 
remarks. The Kurseong subdivision, which was almost stationary in 1901 
has now sustained a loss. In that year it was shown that the tea garden 
population was slightly reduced, but this loss was more than counterbalanced 
by the access of now settlers for ordinary cultivation, and to some extent by 
the development of the town of Kurseong. The result of this census seems 
to show that the limit which the land can support has been reached, and it 
appears probable that some of the cultivators have moved to Kalimpong and 
Jorlmngalow. The Tarai (Siliguri subdivision) has a slight increase, but it 
has not yet entirely made good the loss that occurred between 1S91 and 1901 
and the number of its inhabitants is still slightly less than it was 20 years n^o. 

243. The population of Uangpur declined at each census until 1901, when 

an increase of 1*3 per cent, brought back 
the number of its inhabitants to the same figure 

as in 1872. The improvement in 1901 was duo in great measure to 

immigration ; if this were 
left out of account, the 
increment would barely 
have exceeded 1 per 
cent. Immigration was 
stimulated by the exten- 
sion of railway communi- 
cations, for the Gaibandha 
subdivision was rendered 
more accessible by the line 
running from Santahar to 
Fulchari on the Brahma- 
putra, the Cooch Behar 
Railway was opened to 
traffic, and the Tista river 
was bridged. The earth- 
quake of 1897. moreover, 
appears to have had bene- 
ficial effects on the public 

health ; for by changing 

the levels of a great part of 
the district, it facilitated 

its drainage, and conse-, 
quently malaria, seems to 

1 have been less prevalent. 

244. The improvement in the general condition of the people continued 

between 1901 and 1910. The crops were good and the people prosperous 
except in 1908-09. when there was scarcity in pai-ts of the Sadar and Gai- 
bandha subdivisions, which was relieved by means of loans and does not seem 
to have affected the growth of population to any appreciable extent. The 

Kaunia-Bonarpara line has been opened, and, as it touches the town of 

Gaibandha, has done much to open out that subdivision, while the extension 


lUxr.puu. 

l Population, 

1 1911. 

; PkltCENTAOK OF 

nos. 

V A 111 A- 


1901—1911. 

1391—1901. 

DISTRICT TOTAL ... 

2,385,330 

+ 

10 73 

! + 

4' 30 

Sadar Subdivision ••• 

683,137 

+ 

3 77 

+ 

1-84 

Rangpur (Kotwnll) 

147.292 

+ 

3 70 

+ 

7*33 

Mahlganj 

102,027 

- 

4 09 

- 

3*41 

Kallganj 

159,101 

+ 

4 98 

+ 

1 69 

Badarganj 

98,248 


374 

+ 

7*98 

Mlthapukhur 

98,813 

+ 

5*32 

- 

5*73 

. irganj 

77,380 

+ 

10 98 

+ 

279 

Nliphamari Subdivision'.— 

491,860 

+ 

S' 3 8 

+ 

301 

Nilphamari 

163,796 

+ 

5‘13 

+ 

9 37 

Dlmla 

139,692 

+ 

3‘98 

— 

2*52 

Jaldliaka 

183,372 

+ 

9*30 

+ 

1*73 

Kurigram Subdivision • • 

589.520 

+ 

15'29 

+ 

131 

Kurigram 

63,534 

+ 

14*13 

- 

4 62 

Lalmaolrhafc (Barabau) 

131,580 

+ 

4*80 

+ 

4*27 

Nngeshwar 

153,137 


10*18 

+ 

0 65 

Ulipur 

237,249 

+ 

26*43 


183 

Gaibandha Subdivision ... 

620, 823 

+ 

1891 

+ 

1222 

Gaibandha 

231,731 

+ 

19 24 

+ 

14 68 

Gobiudganj 

206,512 

+ 

17*49 

+ 

13 98 

Suudargati] 

106,089 

+ 

24*49 

- 

160 

Shaghatta, 

76,491 

4 * 

14 38 

+ 

15*83 
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inciease. Tlie least progi ess has been made by the Sheipur thana. an unhealthy 
tract lying along the moribund Karatoya river : here the deaths during the de- 
cade exceeded the births, and there would have been a loss of population but for 
the immigration of aboriginals and otheis, who are bringing the jungle under 
cultivation. The higher ratio of inctease (57 per cent.) m thana Dhunot, a 
feitile area which is the most denselj' populated pait of the district, is due to 
natural growth and not to immigration. In the other thanas, which are 
mostly healthy and dry, the inciease is due to the combined el.ect of natural 
causes and immigration. One noticeable feature of the increase is that the 
Hindus, who were practically stationary between 1891 and 1901, have now 
increased by 8'24 per cent. The Muhammadans, who form the bulk of the 
population, show still greater improvement, the ratio of increase among them 
having risen from 5'6 to 16 per cent. 

247. Between 1872 and 1S81 the population of Pabna increased by S‘3 

per cent., but part of the increase is attributable to 
, ! ' " the incompleteness of the first census. In 1891 

there was a gain of 3‘85 per cent., while in 1901 there was a further addition 

of 4‘3 per cent. Between 
1901 and 1910 the growth 
of population was retaided. 
Crops were poor in the fust 
four years and the jute 
trade slack in the last 
three. High floods occurred 
in 1903, 1906 and 1910, of 
which that of 1906 did 
considerable damage to the 
crops, while the inundation 
of 1910 caused some tem- 
poiary distress. In four of 
the ten yeais the repoited 
deaths exceeded the bnths. 
and in the decade as a 
outnumbering the biiths by 11,238. 
is a permanent scouige and has 


l AU SA 

Population, 

1911 

1 HtCLNTAGh OF TAltl t- 
TION 

1901—1911 | 1891—1901 

district total 

1,418,586 

+ OS1 | + 4-34 

Sadar Subdivision 

599,266 

+ 2 04 + 210 

Saluthia (HuU> 

160, 9*0 

4- 2 OS - 7 20 

l’ubua 

201,0-4 

-P 2 30 I + 6 2L 

Mathura 

91 63b 

+ 7.1) - 6 33 

G latmohar 

130 *96 

- 1 d* - 3 69 

Sarajtjanj Subdivision 

829,320 

- OS7 1 + 9 42 

blrijsam 

270.I6S 

+ 2-27 + 10 93 

Shahzadpur 

.’*b,336 

- 2 31 I -f 8 7b 

Itaitfaoj 

108 370 

- 1 9o 1 +11-6 

Ullapara 

191 11b 

- 1-9 -t- 7 17 


whole there was a loss, the deaths 
“ Malaiia,” wiites the Distiict Magistrate 
its strongest hold in thanas Sainthia (formerly Dulai) and Chatmohar of the 
Sadar subdivision and in Raiganj and Ullapara in the Sirnjganj subdivision. 
Thana Pabna in tho Sadar subdivision is not free from its lavages. This is 
duo mostly to the existence of a number of bits of vaiious sizes in tho 
interior, in most of which the water lies stagnant almost all the year umml 
except in yxus of excessive flood. ” 

218. Theio has, according to the recent census, been an inciease of 7,191. 
or only one-half per cent. No less than 7,151 poisons however weio employed 
on the Lower Ganges bridge works at Saia, of whom the majority were new- 
comers from outside districts : if they are left out of account, the increase 
is entirely wiped out. The retains tor Imth place show that since 1901 
inuuigi ants have inci eased 


A p P 
lui AH 

J.c*l 


from 19,010 to 6 1,900 and 
emigiants fiom 61.305 to 
102.667. The loss by emi- 
giation thus considerably 
exceeds tin* gain by innni- 
giation. the net loss being 
22.502, which added to the 
excess of deaths over 
births, should hate caused a consideiable dt crease of population: it is 
theiefoie open to question win tiler the vital -tatistii s .lie cornet. Tin ic was 
an inciease of 12.515 or 2 per cent, in the Sadar subdivision, of whieh moie 
than half was due to the employes enumeiated in the Lower Ganges luidge 
works : without them the Palma thana would have stihstaim d a loss. In Cli.it- 
tnoh.tr, a malarious area, then* is a slight deeie.ise, and in Samtiiia a sllghf 
inciease, while Mathura, which lias a better climate and mme feitile soil, lias 
a substantial growth. The population declined in all the thanas of Sirujganj 
.subdivision, except the Sirajganj thana, where there was a very .small 
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131.137 

115,237 
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61.1.78 

51.193 
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N.iturul ulmi ... 

155.237 
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1901 — 1911. 1-91 — l3Ul. 


in the diara tract, besides Uiliari settlers who come into the northern 

tha mis of tint district and into 

• mu. mm. Manikcluik. The iSantals alone 

have increased by 14, 594 during 
the past decade. Population in- 
creased in every thana except 
Xawabganj, in which there was 
a small decrease owing to the dilu- 
viation of their lands having compel- 
led a certain number of the people 
to move to other thanas in the district. Knglish Bazar, in which there was a 
decrease ol 6'23 percent, in 11)01 (attributed to declining trade, nnhealthiness 
and migration to adjoining thanas) now shows an increase of -PG1 per cent. 
The proportional growth in all the remaining thanas exceeds 10 per cent. 
As in other districts o| North and Past Bengal, the .Muhammadans have 
a larger share in the increase than the Hindus, owing to their numerical 
superiority as well as to their greater procreative capacity. 

do-. I' rom l SSI to 11)01 Couch Behar suffered from persistent un- 

lieaithiness, and both the census of 1891 and that 
oi 1 DO 1 showed a declining population, the de- 
being :l*i> per emit, and 2 pm - cent., respectively. Conditions 

during the decade ending in 11)10 

were more favourable. Fever, which 
is the scourge of this low-lying- 
water-logged country, showed some 
abatement, while cholera, from 
severe epidemics of which the State 
sutlers periodically, was not so pre- 
valent : the number of deaths duo 
to it was 9.000 as compared with 
1 7.000 in the previous decade. There 
was a serious inundation in 11)06,. 
from which tin* north of the Matabhanga subdivision suffered most, but other- 
wise there were no seasonal calamities. Cultivation expanded, the cultivators 
benefited by the rise in the price of agricultural produce, and there was an 
increasing demand for la hour, which was met by the import of coolies from 
up-country. The Cnulinti extension of the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
(from Gitaldaha to Gauhati) was built during the decade and has already 
helped to open out the south-east of the State. 

253. The result of the census is to show an increase of 25,1)78 or 4‘6 per 

cent., part of which is due to immigra- 
tion. the immigrant population being- 
greater by over 10.000 than in 1901, 
while the number of emigrants lias 
risen by a little under 4,000. These 
immigrants are mostly temporary, and 
the males outnumber the females by 

2 to 1. All parts of the district share 

in the increase, hut the most pro- 
gressive is Tufanganj, a sparsely-inhabited area, where there lias been a 
rapid extension of cultivation. It is closely followed by the Coocli Behar 
(Ivotwali) thana, which has gained by immigration from Mekliganj. Haldi- 
bari, a thriving jute-centre, lias a normal increase of 5 per cent. The least 
progress has been made in Matabhanga, which suffered from the floods of 
1906, and is reported to he the most unhealthy part of the State, The 
small increase in Mekliganj is due'ttvthe fact that it lost to the Coocli Behar 
thana, while Dinhata was visited by a severe epidemic of cholera in 1909. 
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19,121 
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15,782 

Natural population 

233.376 

274,870 
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EAST BENGAL. 

254. The Khulna district was created in 1881, when the census showed 

a small increase of 3'2 per cent. This was 
Khulna. followed by a further increase of 9 per cent. in. 
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CHAl'TEU II.— MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


former being under 3 per cent., while Mollahat" is stationary. Satkhira, about 
the unhealthiness of which there was some doubt, has added 8'9 per cent, to 
its population, owing mainly to its development by the light railway : at the 
previous census it decreased by T75 per cent., in consequence of bad health 
and the loss of trade caused by the diversion of its boat traffic. 

Considering the variations in the population of each subdivision, the rate 
of advance has been rapid in the Satkhira and Sadar subdivisions, but com- 
paratively slow in the Bagerhat subdivision. It was noticed in the last census 
report that the clearance of jungle in the Sundarbans was proceeding at -a 
relatively slow rate in this last subdivision, and the same feature is now even 
more marked. „ This is partly due to the. cyclone of 1909, which killed off the 
deer, and consequently led to an increase in the number of man-killing tigers 
in this part of the Sundarbans : how serious an obstacle these brutes are to 
the expansion of cultivation is familiar to all having a knowledge of the 
Sundarbans. 

258. Hemmed In on three sides by the Jamuna, Padma and Meglma,. 

Uacca Dacca is subject to all the vicissitudes of alluvion 

and diluvion, as well as to the periodic inundation 
and silt fertilization characteristic of Eastern Bengal. These great rivers, as 

well as numerous' smaller 


Dacca. 

Population, 
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Percentage of varia- 
tion. 
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-1911. 

1891 

—1901. 
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Dacca (Kotwali) 
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4- 

21*33 

4- 

12*02 

Kerauigauj 
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4- 
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4- 

1076 

Kapasia 

220.008 
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4- 

22*33 

Nawabganj ... , 

173,803 

4- 

1*73 

4- 

0-09 

Sodhar 

264.675 
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4- 

13*72 

Narayanganj Subdivision 

779.564 

4 - 
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4 - 

lS'OO 

Narayauganj 
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14*32 
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15*70 
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-62,709 
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14*63 

Munshlganj Subdivision 
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934 

4 - 
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Mun-jhigauj 

313,221 
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Srinagar 
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c. + 
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Manlckganj Subdivision 

474,812 

4- 

V2 5 

^ii 

4-46 

Manlchganj 

Seabo (Gheor) 

221,377 

138,046 

4- 


Sta 

3*87 

7-31 

Hnrirnmpore 

95,369 
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\ cent 


streams which intersect the 
district, annually hush and 
fertilize the land, except in 
elevated tract to the 


an 


ktion. 


north, which includes the 
Madhupur Jungle. Malaria,, 
which checks the growth 
of population- in so many 
districts, has no strong 
hold over this district, 
except in a small area on 
the western side. Blest 
with a fertile -soil, a good 
water-supply, a healthy 
climate and a comparative- 
ly high standard of mate- 
rial prosperity, the people in 
this favoured tract are mul- 
tiplying with great rapidity, 
though most of the dis- 
trict is very densely popu- 
lated. The northern part 
towards Mymensingh, which is higher &L rea j;indulatiiig. is somewhat sparsely, 
populated, but is now being rapidly Vfthilfd 0| T, on account of tho pressure 
on the soil in other parts of the district! V en 'tween 1872 and 1901 there was 
an increase of over 10 per cent, at each K n nsus. and in the year last named 
the population was greater by 45 per cent, tfpan it was 29 years before. 

259. During the past decade there has* Wen nothing to retard the further 

'growth of the people. ft 
was a period of general pro- 
sperity and good health, the 
only year in which there 
was anj- interruption to the 
even tenor of development 
being 1906. when unusually 

| Ivfgh floods led to a failure 

/f crops in part of the dis- 
trict ; tho distress, however, was temporary and ndt sufficient to call for relief 
measures. Tho census shows an increase of 315,967 or 12 per cent., which is 
due entirely to natural growth, for. compared with 1901. the balance. of migra- 
tion is against tho district, causing a loss of 20.000. Both emigration and 
innnmration are more active than in 1901. but while the number of immi- 
firants lias risen by 29,322, the increase of emigrants is 49.416. Tho iatter 
numbor 177.903. but the excess of males over females shows that 45 per 
cent, are tompovai-y absentees. 


tual population 
.tnmlffrauU 
Emigrant* 

Natural population 
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1901. 
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Female. 

Male. 

Female. ] 

1 

1,477,690 

1,462.712 

1.309,733 

i 

1,334,702 1 

74,640 

39,981 

56,767 

28,333 1 

124.545 

53,358 

94,842 

33,613 

1,327,393 

1,496,089 

1,317.808 

1,339,815 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


lias been rapidly growing, the ratio o£ increase exceeding 12 per cent, at 
•every census. Between 1901 and 1910 there was nothing to cause a check 
to the development of the district. The public health was good, and even 
in 1905. when there was a virulent epidemic of cholera causing a mortality of 
10^- per cent., the deaths were outnumbered by the births. The agricultural 
seasons were also good. Some distress was caused by severe floods and high 
prices in 1906, but their effects did not last long. Both emigration and 
immigration have been stimulated by the extension of the railway to 
Fulchari. 


262. The addition of population now returned is 608,320 or 15^ per 
cent. It would have been even greater but for emigration, for though 
immigrants have increased by -16,000 since 1901, there has been even 
greater rise in the number of the district-born who were enumerated 
outside the district. The latter are now more numerous by 76.000, and their 
■ aggregate (156,993) is very little less than that of immigrants (161,395). 
There would be a not loss of 30,000 if the whole of the migration were 
permanent, but the excess of the males shows that the majority of 
the emigrants are temporary absentees ; immigrants are, to an even greater 
extent, only temporarily residont in the district. In the Sadar subdivision, 

which includes extensive 
cultivable wastes. the 
population has increased 
by 21;3 per cent. : in no 
thana is the increase less 
than 14 per cent. The 
increase in all the other 
subdivisions also exceeds 
14 per cent., except in 
'Tangail. This sub-division suffers from malaria and lost heavily from the 
cholera epidemic of 1905 : this was so virulent that in many places the 
villagers, being unable to dispose of their dead by ordinary means, either 
threw the bodies into the rivers or left them to rot on the ground. It has, 
moreover, lost from the emigration of Musalmans to the _ chars of the 
Brahmaputra in the Goalpara district, where they can obtain land on easy 
terms. Owing to these causes, the percentage of increase has fallen to 2‘8 
and 5'9 per cent, respectively in tlianas Tangail and Nagarpur. Both these 
thanas are liable to malaria, both are very densely populated, and it is from 
them that the Musalmans have chiefly emigrated to the higher reaches of 
the Brahmaputra. All the remaining thanas in the subdivision have a gain 
of over 10 per cent. In spite of emigration there is an increase of 18‘8 per 
cent, among the Musalmans, or 12 per cent, more than among the Hindus, 
though the latter are reinforced by immigrants from upcoiuitry. 

263. Faridpur is bounded on three sides by the Meglma, the Padma 

and the Garai, and is intersected by numerous 
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smaller streams. In the north and east the land is 


•comparatively well-raised, but the level sinks tow 
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& /STRICT TOTAL ... 

Sadar Subdivision 

Faridpur ... 

Bhauga ... — ... 

Nagarkauda 

Bhushua 

Coaiundo Subdivision 

Goaluudo ... 

Baliakondi 
Pnngsha ... 

Madaripur Subdivision 

Madaripur 
Patong ... ... 

Sibchar ... 

Copalganj Subdivision 

Gopalganj 
KotaUpaia 
Maksud pur i 
Kashi a ui — 


2 . 121,914 +• 8‘71 

546,499 4- 5'20 

113,194 + 6*81 

232,632 + 8'83 

110,488 + 6-62 

90,185 - 6*17 


+ 2‘34 ) 

7*43 • | 
+ 2 ’92 I 


+ 12*00 
+ 16’60 
-f 36*09 


121,693 + 

102,345 + 

112,277 1 , 
93,929 J ‘ 


ards the south, and on the 
confines of Backergunge 
the whole country is practi- 
cally a marsh intersected 
by strips of high land, the 
remains of rivers that have 
at various times flowed 
through this tract. The 
district is malarious, the 
mortality from fevers dur- 
ing the past decade being 
exceeded in Eastern Bengal 
only by that of Chittagong. 
Since 1872 the population 
has made steady progress, 
there being a total increase 
of 37‘65 per cent., which 
is almost evenly distributed 
between the four decades 
ending in 1911. 
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-' 71 . When t In' of I MSI w.m taken, tin- poj, illation of t!i- diatrict 

had been “'hived by the tlisu'itroiii. cyclone of IS 7 ii. when the island of Hatia 
lost a i|ii.u tor and S.mdip a nixlli of ito iidial.itaiitM. TJiin cyclone- wail 
follow..! hy a ton ild.’ epid.uiije of oliolora. and tin- nmi Lality from both causes 
was estimated .it ttHMjtlO. Tim loi.ult wan a decrease of V.'J p,. r c-nt., but 

t’in»-o 1 Ms I tlio population has I gmwing very lapidlv, an increase of j!; o,t 
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the loop, and leliei op Muti-m-. had to I..- nn.i.M taken, Sonic damage to the 
I’lop'. was ale can ,.d I.y heavy ll<.<»ls in vvhoii fov.-r broke out in a 
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the last cellsll*, ill Spite of 
a .-light I. ■s hy emigration, 
i’.inigiaul.s are now more 
numerous l.v la , 000 than 
in 1901 . hut nearly half arc 
teillpoiary abseil tees, males 
being ill excess of felonies 
hy -.‘ 5,-1 2 . The Sadar siih- 
tli.ui the I’ .mi siihdivision, has grown 
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a > the latter. There are, however, some retnark- 
of otowth. f«.r while San. lip has an addition of 
tlie aoiiorma! figtiic of C»«» 3 - js-r cent, is readied in 
, o\tia>>:dinary as they may appear, are due to the 
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change-. wrought l.y the constructive and destiuetiv.* powers of the threat, 
riveis and the i;i.im .pient shittim: el tlie population. ridi:ie;tlnaia. a densely 
populated tin nia, whieii in 190 1 had 1.0.’,:; persons per s.piare mile, lias only a 
slight ineiea. e 2 per e-’iit. . hut the pi. .sine "it the soil has hern no check to 
growth in llegamg.mj or ll.iinganj.ol which the former had Mil J and the latter 
1,02.1 per. ells lo till- s.ptaie |ul|e in 1901 ; they now have a gain of IS and 20 
per cent i. sportively 

27. ». t’hittagowg consists of a long narrow strip of coast, valleys ami low 

ranees .*i hills |y ititf I'etweeu the Hay of Bengal 
and the Chittagong Hid Tracts; its average 
17 > miles, while its length is Ilia miles. The soil is 

fairly fertile, hut malaria 
is more prevalent than else- 
where in Hast Bengal : 
between 1!H)1 ami 1910 
it had the highest death 
rate from fever of all the 
districts in the Division. 
It is also exposed to 
cyclones, and its census 
history is one of fluctuation,, 
caused hy disastrous 
cyclones and epidemics of 
cholera consequent on the 
pollution of the water supply. 
The first cyclone occurred in 
187(5, and was accompanied 
hy a storm-wave, wliich- 
swept the sea hoard : 12,000 
persons were drowned, and 
la 000 perished in the cholera epidemic which followed. The loss of population 
caused bv this calamity, hy tin- ravages of disease m other years, and by emi- 
gration minced the growth of population to less than one-half per cent, in 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OE THE POPULATION. 


total area, while the net cropped area only slightly exceeds 5 per cent. Re- 
served forests alone extend 


Chittagong Hill Tuilh. 

Population, 
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1001-10!!. 

1891 — 1901. 

DISTRICT TOTAL 

153,830 

+ 23 30 

+ 16‘29 

Chaknm ... 

77,115 

+ 58’H 

+ 7*1 

Muiig ... ... 

27,013 

— 13*13 

+ 40’ 1 

jgjfimoug ... ... ... 

49,062 

+ 1P31 

+ 12 9 


over 1,020 square miles or 
one-filth ol the district. 
The district being sparsely 
inhabited, and the people 
consisting of hardy abori- 
ginals. they have been 
steadily adding to their 
numbers. A phenomenal, 
increase of 16 per cent, 
was recorded in 1881, but this is merely a proof of the incompleteness of 
the first census. It is, in fact, known to have been vitiated bj the fact that, 
the Chiof’s revenue being based on capitation tax, it was to his interest to 
return a small population. With improved enumeration, the rate of increase 
was reduced to 5'6 per cent, in 1891, but rose again to 16'3 per cent, in 1901. 
Since 1901 the history of the district has been uneventful. The health of 
the people was good, and the only year in which there was any shortage of 
the crops was 1906. when there was somo scarcity necessitating the grant of 
loans. 

The rate of increase according to tlxe present census is 23 '3 per 

cent., the actual increment being 
29,068. The jeturns of birthplace 
are not altogether reliable : such 
as they are, they show very little 
variation compared with 1901, and 
the increase must therefore be 
attributed to natural growth. The 
local variations are, extraordinary. 
Chakma, which both in 1891 and 
now a sudden rise of 58 per cent, 
between 1891' and 1901 and increased 


277. 


Chittagong Hill 
T llA T«. 

1911. 

1901. 

Mala 

Female. 

Male^ 

Female. 

Actual popu’atiou 

Immigrant* 

Emlg ant* 

Natural population 

1 82,695 I 

5,050 : 
680 
78,320 

1 

1 71,135 1 

1,245 1 
591 

| 70,478 

I 68,238 
| 6.337 

1.109 
63,010 

56.524 

527 

762 

56.759 


1901 increased by 7 
Mong, which declined 


per cent., has 
by -10 per cent. 

at the same rate in 190 L, has now a loss of 13 per cent. Bohmong has 
an increase of 11 per cent., which is very nearly the same as was recorded 
in 1901. These variations are ascribed to the nomadic habits of the people, 
who move from place to place as they ‘•hum : it is reported that that a large 
number migrated from the Mong circle to the Mioni valley in the Chakma 
circle. It is further reported that there has been immigration from Hill 
Tippera, though this is not apparent in the returns of birthplace. It is- 
possible that the changes may be due, in part at least, to differences 
in the dividing line between the circles as drawn at different censuses. 

278. The State of Hill Tippera consists of several ranges of hills, running 

north and south with an average interval of 12 
miles, and increasing in height towards the east. 
The hills are clothed for the most part by bamboo jungle, while the low 

ground is covered with tree jungle, 


HlLt, Tiitera. 
hills are clothed for 


HH.U TirrsnA. 


DISTRICT TOTAL ... 
Sadar Subdivision 


cane bush and thatching grass. 
The nomadic cultivation known as 
jhuming is almost universal in the 
hills, plough cultivation being 
confined to the plains, and in parti- 
cular to the narrow, strip adjoining - 
British territory. The first census 
of the State was admittedly, incom- 
plete, and that of 1881 was. also- 
probably inaccurate, so that the 
abnormal increase of - 171 per cent., 
recorded in 1881 and the very, high 
rate of 44 per cent, returned in 
1891 must- be discounted. The first reliable census was that of 1901, accord- 
ing to which the number of inhabitants was 26-per cent, more than ten years 
before. 
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1901—1911. 

229, 613 

+ 32‘48 

74, 672 

+ 13-80 

31.609 

21,398 

19.056 

38.062 

40,114 

19,187 

5,515 

+52*90 
+ 107*85 
+87*37 
l +48*30 

V -9 66 
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Cil.ll’TKU II. — MOVEMENT OF THE I’OPUI.ATlOlX. 


scourge, roprosonting a death-rate of 8‘7 per cent, on the population of 1901: it 
is probable that the actual number was even greater owing to deaths from 
plague being returned under the comprehensive head of fever. Epidemics 
of cholera have also been frequent, that of 1910, which caused nearly 14,000 
deaths, being specially virulent : the aggregate number of deaths due to this 
disease during the decade was over 50,000. Altogether, the number of deaths 
from all causes exceeded the number of reported births by no less than 111,632. 
The birth-rate has risen, the average boing a little under 41 per mille as 
compared with 38 per mille in the preceding five years. But it has failed to 
keep pace with the death-rate, the average for which is 47‘50 per mille, the 
highest ratio in either Provinco : only twice, and then only slightly, have the 
births in any one year outnumbered the births. There has, moreover, been 
no commercial or industrial development which would attract population from 
outside. The Bihar-Bakhtiyarpur Railway has, it is true, helped to open up 
the south-west of the district, but, on the other hand, the towns are decadent 
and the river-borne trade, on which they largely depended, is dwindling. 
There wore partial failures of crops in four years, and in 1901, 1905 and 1909 
thore were floods. That of 1901, which inundated the country all along the 
Ganges, was the greatest within living memory, but it subsided i - apidly and 
did very little damage. The inundation of 1 5)05), however, had serious effects 
on the bhadoi crops of the Masaurhi thana. 

282. The census discloses a decrease of 15,111. or a little under 

1 per cent. That the decrease 
should bo so small in view of the 
adverse circumstances sketched 
above is partly due to the fact that 
at the time of the census there 
was a large influx of labourers 
from other districts, who came to 
cut rabi crops in the low-lying 
lands in the Mokameh thana. 

Owing largely to this accession, the number of immigrants is 10,000 more 
than in 1901, but it is still 43,000 below what it was in 1891. The volume 
of emigration has increased to a far greater extent, the number of persons 
born in the district who were enumerated outside it rising in the last 
ten years by 31,000. There was a widespread epidemic of plague from 
December until after the census was taken — 8,000 deaths from plague 
were reported in January and February 1911 — and there was a certain 
amount of desertion on that account. It did not, however, interfere with 
the completeness of the census, for those enumerators or supervisors who 
fled from their villages either provided substitutes — the. well-to-do paid for 
their services — or returned to assist both in the preliminary _ enumeration 
and the final census. There was. in fact, only one case in which a break- 
down of the census organization seemed imminent. Patna city had been free 
from plague till the first week in March, when it broke out in two wards. 
Some of the enumerators in one of these wards absconded a few days before 
the final census, but their schedules were recovered and a special staff deputed 
to fill their places. The census organization stood the strain put upon it, 
and no part of the decrease can be ascribed to a failure in the enumeration. 

283. All parts of the district share in the decrease or are stationary, 
except the Barh subdivision and the Masaurhi thana in the south of the Sadar 
subdivision. In the former, however, the increment is mainly due to the 
influx of labourers already referred to, as a result of which the Mokameh 
thana has an increase of over 9,000, or over three-fourths of the increase of 
the whole subdivision. The Masaurhi thana is a fertile tract traversed by the 
railway, and it is noticeable that the adjoining thana of Jahanabad is the most 
progressive area in the Gaya distinct. Taking the district as a whole, the 
population is now 8 per cent, less than it was in 1881, and there seems, under 
present conditions, but little hope of recovery. 

284. Between 18S1 and 1891 the population of Gaya was practically 

G stationary, the increase recorded in 1891 being 

only 0'6 per cent. The reason for this slow 


Pit:* a. j 

1 

1911 | 

1001. 1 

1 _ 1 

| Jlalo. j 

! 

Vvtnak*. 

Mala. , 

f cmak*. 

Actual population ... 

b09,77s 1 

:09.H33 

f 

801.430 

**20.293 

Immigrants 

38.241 i 


33,262 

30,17» j 

Emigrants ... 

03.(53 1 

74.436 

73,94’ 

68.334 1 

Natural population ... 

*•<36,996 

**„’4 414 

846,170 

838,448 




pojBjs SB ‘jnq ‘pidB.x e.ioin ,uoag uooq suq jsoAv-qj.iou oqj ut BUBqj jBAvxy 
oqj jo uoisiiBdxe expp -juoo .xod ()£ jo ouxjoap v jo 'ooBjd tii -jiioo .ied gj 
jo qpvvo.iS b s p. 1000.1 avoii t[oit[a\ ‘bxvbxjj pBqoj, eqj txt ejqBooijou Ajjeioods 
0.xb onSiqd jo sjoejja eqj mo.ij A.ioaooo.i jo sjoojjo aipp -esBG.ioxii ©xj j xn 
o.iBqs SBUBqj oavj jxxq py -jonjsip aqj jsuibSb 000‘9I 3° Q0tix3jx;q b si 
0.X9XJJ ‘sjuB.xSinxrai jo .loqtuim oqx xii QOO‘91 3° ssbo.wui xib .xoj guiAvopB 
.iojjb xi9A9 ‘ptiB - I06T ©ours 000 ! I8 ^0 uosi.i sbxj o.iexjAvosja pojB.ioui 
-nu 0 9X0 ai o ijav u.ioq-joi.ijsxp gqj jo .xgqxunxi oipp •o.ioifAvasjo jueuiA‘o|dtno 
•xoj joiJjsip Qxqq jjoj oxjav suos.iod oxjj .xoj uooq jou ji pBt] \tojbo.i§ uooq 
9ABXJ pjllOAV 9SB9.X0UI JBXOUOS 0l|J ‘OOUOIXJJUI Slliq.IIlJSip SIT]!) UXO.XJ J.XBdy \X9JBJ 

sqjuotu aa.ufj ppi] snsuao puooos v qv poo 3 opvui sbav tjoitjav ‘OOO'OS - ioao 3° 
ssoj b sbav jpxse.x oqp 'iiAxoj oxjq qjg j joqxunu qS.xbj b puB ‘uoqoi.ijs-ouiBd 9 .x9av 
‘ lO'OOGI 3° aiuiapido 9jqx.x.xgj oijj .xoqmouiox oj 9 sixbo pooS psq oqAv ‘ojdood oqj 
xxaaoj bAb£) xij ‘uaxoj 9X[j opisjuo sjnq ui paduiBOiiG pBqBUBijBp jo sjuBjiqBqnx 
axjj j{B A[.iB9jq uouejui 
aqj xxx saStxpiA jb.ioaos 
XII OS]B puB l pBqBXlBI]BJ‘ 
piIB bAb£) JO SUAVOJ 

aqj ut poSux esBasxp 

0X[J ‘U03JBJ SBAV Jt UOTpip 
•8XXSXI90 9XJJ 0.XOJ9q SqjB9p 

000‘T StnsiiBO ‘II6I 3° 

j.XBd Aj.ibo oqj xxx pepBA 
-a.xd -9n.ij si jt ‘ouSbjj 
•SXIOXJ ipiIOO JBUI.IOU OJ tl.lhJO.l B piIB IJJAVO.lS [B.IIXJBU JO J] 1180.1 01] X l, JU90 

•tod 88.f -io 995‘6G 3° 0SB9.iour xib sosojostp snsuao juoso.id oipp ‘98c 

‘SOUt] ('UBSllOJJBQ-Un.lll'I piIB p.10I]Q piIB.lQ QI]J ‘‘ZIA ‘ABAVJIB.I 
jo saui] Avon oavj Aq pajBpuuijs uoijb.iSixuo pun jno pauodo xiooq sbx] jox.xjsip 
9qj jo .tor.iojm oifj juq ‘sor.ijsupur jo i)iiomdo]aA9p 0[qB90i!)0ti ou xiooq sbx] 
a.tetpp mi'bj sbav sdo.io oqj jo u.uiqjno oqj ‘sjsoa.ibi] xood ui poajnso.1 ]]BjuiB.i 
pajnqi.ijsip AptOAOim .10 juoioyop uoijav ‘80*90(>I s.iboA oo.iqj oqj ui qdooxg 
"000‘02 ^9 si] jBap oqj popoooxo sbi] sxp.uq pop.iooo.i jo .xoquuixi ]BJOJ 
8 HJj '000‘l JQpun no or] suq jvoA ijono ui' sqjuop B.io]oqo jo .loqxmui oqx 
: B.io]oqo jo soiutopido snot.vos on uooq ‘.ioaoo.ioiu ‘oabi] oxoqj, -joi.ijsip .isjjbj 
ox]j xit pop.iooo.i osoqj jo .loj.iunb ouo ubxjj ssoj .10 ‘QOO'lt - 18A0 °133]I v A l u0 
Sxuoq sqjBop onSujd jo .loquimi jbjoj oqj ‘bujb c j iibijj sso] .ibj poxopixs stxqj 
sbi] bAbjq ’OOI' 1 ! .lapuu Suiaq A'jrjBj.tout ojuSoaSSu oqj ‘oouopjsod oqj 
1 1110 . 1 J oo.ij jsouqB uooq sbi] qoi.xqstp oqj opnoop oqj jo s.iboA OAp .xoqjo oqj uj 
'000‘9I - iaA0 3° po.i-qjBop b sbav o.iaqj uoijav ‘e()(;x Smoq p.iooo.i uo .iboA js.xoav 
9I [? l 80GI — f06I s.iboa’ .inoj oi[j ui soimopido o.ioaos uooq oabi] o.ioqj uoqx 
aouis pun ‘sqjBop OOO’OI - l0AO pasiiBo’ qoGT 3° oiuiopido onSujd oipp -cso 

•snsuao ]Bup oqj pxtB uoijB.iouinuo A’.UHUUUJO.ld 0X]1 xiooavj 
-oq soMBpunoq sp opisjuo 
pop puq ojdood 000‘Il'3t- , ir4 
punoj sbav j; (t.iBqaj ; ) ouojb 
bubijj ouo XIJ •SOIIIOI] .iioijj 
uio.ij s.iaquinu oS.ib[ OAO.ip 
X]01X]AV ‘oixuid JB.IQUOS B pull 

Ajxjbj.ioxii Aaboi] Suisubo 

‘OOfil 3° P«9 «I[J Sp.TBAVOJ 
jno oj]o.xqos]B onSujdjo oiui 
- apido juoju.iia y •Ajio.iBos 
jo s.xboA oavj o.ioav o.ioqj 
jnq ’poixod AxfjfBoquu xib 
T06I — T68T opnoop oqj sbav 
Ajxio jojq ’juoo .iod ;.g .10 
000 l 82 • T(3A0 ^9 pasBo.ioop 
iioijBjndod oijj xoj ‘A.ioj 

-OBJSIJBSUU 0.10UI XIOAO SBAV 

1061 JO snsuoo oqj jo j]nsa.i 
oqjj *jjo jjoj xioijB.iSimuii 
9]II[AV ‘AfJBO.lS posBo.ioui 
uorjB.iSnno jcx[j puB .ioaoj 
jo soSbab.i oijj uio.ij po.iojjns joujstp oqj jbijj oq oa s.iBoddu xjjavo.iS 


10-1 


K..i 

+ 

CIO'RR 

••• •*• ••• 

01.0 


lh.\ 

+ 

ocr.‘2i 

... ... ... 

Z9.\ 


too 

' 

CP0‘CCS 

... ... ... trpVAW*^ 

SZ.£ 


6^.1 


966 '09 fi 

— uojGjAfpqn& 1 rpVMVtf 

ct.v 


cro 

+ 

Djo’is: 

... ••• i»vq\*Hottmv 

05 0 

- 

CP. 1 



••• *«. 

OOO 


BS.0 

+ 

roc'fst 

••• — jvautipnra 

ZQ.l 

- 

ZS.P 

+ 

J88*06fi 

uojBiAjpqns pvtjcBucjn\f 

SS.E 

4- 

pan 

+ 

ICO'CEl 

••• 

*.C 

- 

iZ.l 

+ 

pci'cpr. 

... ... ... trcqt'ntiqof 

S8.1 

- 

CC.6 

+ 

ZSZ'ZZfi 

uojB/A/ptjrts pvqcucqvp 

EM 

- 

SI.ST 

4* 

PjO'GPI 

••• ••• 

cs.c 

- 

U*.5 

4* 

B96‘£U 

nrvruni 

B2.GI 

- 

0R.lt 

4 

oio’cpi 



88.H 


PE.E 


52E‘>C 

j*m’ 

CC.9 

- 

OP.P 

+ 

>8V‘!Gt 

... ... ... ... cCco 

1e.11 

“ 

:c c s 

- 

tro^ 

... , ... ... tiwoxw^u*) 

89.6 

- 

tl* 

+ 

fiC€‘S8Z 

••• uojsfAjpqng rfcpcj 

19. V 

“ 

C8.fi 

■* 

86fi'6Sl'Z 

1VJ.01 XOliUSIO 

•tool- 

-tost 

“HCt — ICKSI 










•KOTJ 


‘uonvindoj 

’7AV0 

•vnivA ao stovxKaouati 





GIT. 


■avHia hj.dos 



120 


CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


elsewhere, this is a fertile canal-irrigated area, where the population is 
steadily growing. Arwal and the adjoining thana of Daudnagar were the 
only thanas outside the Nawada subdivision (which was then free from 
plague) which had any increment in 1901. The Jahanabad subdivision, 
in which the Arwal thana is included, is the most progressive part of the 
district. The least progressive is the Nawada subdivision, which was the 
only subdivision with any increase of population in 1901. Here there is 
a slight decline in the Nawada thana, which may be ascribed to the fact that 
in 1901 its population was temporarily swelled by plague refugees. The 
only other thana with a falling off is Nabinagar in the south-west, an 
infertile tract, where the soil is poor and there is practically no irrigation, so 
that the crops are scanty at the best of times. 

287. Between 1872 and 1891 the population of Shahabad grew steadily, 

Sh aha bad. owing largely to the development of cultivation and 

the influx of immigrants caused by the opening of 
the Son Canals If, however, immigrants are excluded, the district actually lost 

as a whole rather than gain- 
ed in the decade ending in 
1891, owing to persistent 
fever which was never 
absent since the year 1879. 
During the next decade the 
district was visited by 
famine, while fever .con- 
tinued to cause great 
mortality. The census of 
1901 disclosed a decrease 
in the population amounting 
to 97,883 or 4‘8 per cent., 
which was partly the result 
of the adverse conditions 
of the preceding years, and 
partly due to the loss of 
temporary immigrants. An 
epidemic of plague broke 
out in the north-east of 
the district shortly before 
the census, and the fact 
that the number of foreign-born males enumerated in the district decreased 
by over 45,000 must, in part at least, be ascribed to the panic it caused. 
The falling off was most marked in the Bhabhua subdivision, where it was 
due to the unhealthiness of the climate and to the migration of the people 
to more favoured parts of the district, especially during the famine of 
1896-97. Elsewhere the decrease was greatest in the Arrah thana, where 
it was ascribed to the exodus on account of the plague. The only thanas 
that gained ground were Sasai'am, Bikramganj and Dehri, three of the four 
thanas forming the Sasaram subdivision. The area under irrigation is greater 
here than in other parts of the district, and the construction of the 
Mughalsarai-Gaya Railway caused an influx of labour. On the other hand. 
Piru thana in the headquarters subdivision, which borders on this tract and 
which also has a plentiful supply of canal water, was practically stationary. 

288. The decade 1901-1910 was a very unhealthy period in Shahabad. 
Plague was present throughout the ten years, carrying off 68.000 persons, and 
there were also virulent epidemics of cholera in no less than six years, the mor- 
tality being 18,000 in 1910 alone and over 60.000 in the whole decennium. 
Fever prevailed and was especially virulent in 1905, when the death-rate 
returned as due to it was no less than 37'8 per mille : the total death-rate 
for this year reached the appalling figure of 58-65 per mille. Owing to these 
epidemics, the natural growth of the population was retarded, and the re- 
turns show that the net excess of births over deaths was less than 20,000. 
The agricultural classes, moreover, had to contend against a succession. of 
bad harvests. The decade opened unfavourably, the outturn of crops being 
less than half the normal, and the strain on the cultivators’ resources was 
all the greater because this was their second bad season in succession. 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OK THE POPULATION. 


Bihar. Plague was present throughout these ten years and affected nearly 
all parts except some tracts north of the Ganges, but the mortality never 
reached such a high tigure as in other districts of South Bihar. The maximum 
number of plague deaths was 11,000 in 1905, and the aggregate for the 
decade was 13,000, or 4,000 less than the number of deaths caused by 
cholera. Plague also prevailed in the early part of 1911, causing 3.300 
deaths in January and February, and was raging in parts of the Sadar and 
Begusarai subdivisions (particularly in the Sheikhpura, Surajgarh, Gogri. 
Lakhisarai, Begusarai and Teghra thanas) at the time of the census ; but in 
spite of tlie great difficulties it caused, the final census was carried out 
smoothly, and no loss was caused by omissions from the returns. The people 
have now become accustomed to this disease, and it no longer inspires the 
same wild terror. They move out of their villages and encamp near the 
affected area, hut do not fly far and wide as they did when it first appeared. 
The harvests were, on the whole, fair, though the south of the district, 
particularly the Jamui subdivision, suffered from drought in some years. 
Though the northern portion of the district is not, as a rule, liable to suffer 
much from short and unseasonable fall, it is exposed to floods from the 
overflowing of the Ganges and its affluents. Severe floods occurred in 1904 
and 1906, but fortunately that of 1901 took place when most of the bhadoi 
crops had been harvested, and in 1906. when considerable damage was caused 
in the Gogri and Khagaria thanas. it was not found necessary to institute 
relief measures, the people being enabled to tide over their losses by means of 
agricultural loans. The north of the district benefited by the opening of the 
Mausi-Bhaptiahi line in 1908, and in the same year the Peninsular Tobacco 
Company opened a factory at Monghyr for the manufacture of cigarettes. 
This factory employs over 1,000 hands and is the only new industrial concern 
of any importance. 

292. The increase now recorded must be attributed to natural growth. 
The population has received a comparatively small accretion from outside. 
On the other hand emigration has developed to a remarkable extent: the 
number of the district-born who were temporarily or permanently resident 
outside its limits has risen by nearly 55.000 or 30 per cent, since 1901. At 
the time of the census there was a large influx of temporary labourers 
engaged in cutting crops in the tals of the Lakhisarai thana. These are 
low-lying areas which are covered with water during the rains, but are 
brought under cultivation in the winter season when the water dries up. 
The crops are ready for harvest about the end of February or beginning of 
March, when crowds of labourers come and reap them, encamping out in the 
open until the harvest is complete. Over 8.000 such temporary labourers 
were enumerated in the Lakhisarai thana, where their presence mainly 
accounts for the increase of 9 per cent. 

293. The Sadar subdivision has a net increase of 4'16 per cent., but its 
development is by no means uniform. The Kharagpur thana has declined by 
over 5 per cent., but this decline is more apparent than real, for in 1901 it 
harboui-ed a considerable number of plague refugees from Monghyr thana, 
which is now more populous by nearly 19 per cent, than it was in that year. 
On account of tire partial depletion of the latter thana and the temporary addi- 
tion to the population of the former at the last census, the figures of 1901 are 
misleading, and it is necessary to go back to 1891 to see how far they have 
advanced or stood still. Such a comparison shows that Monghyr has grown 
by 8 per cent., while Kharagpur is practically stationary. Surajgarh to the 
east of Monghyr shows a falling off of a little under 13 per cent., which is 
partly due to the incidence of plague and partly to the migration of labourers 
to the tals in Sheikhpura. In the Jamui subdivision to the south the Jamui 
thana has expau led rapidly owing to the spread of cultivation, but Chakai 
has lost population, for which emigration is partly .responsible, while the 
Sikandra thana, which was decadent from 1881 to 1901, is stationary. The 
Begusarai subdivision exhibits only a slight advance, for though the Begu- 
sarai thana has developed. Teghra, which has suffered from plague, has lost 
ground. 
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oqi hi suoiqBi.iBA oqq qqpvv op oq xjonui sci[ sqoB.iq oo.ujq osoqq in uoiqiqndod 30 
Aqisuop otfjj -poounouo.id inuSu avou si Aouopuoq p.iBAvuAvop oqq' qnq ‘poqooqo 
Ajuu.ioduioq ueoq puij uoiqiqndod jo ssoj oqq quqq poMoqs 3061 J° snsueo 
oqq qquos 0 qj U J uoisiAipqiis .mdiqsBuiBg oqq uj -quopBOop Avon si puB ‘3061 
Aq A.iBuoiquqs omoooq pnq o.iquoo 
oqq in uoisiAipqiis .iBpBg oqq 
: eooSop Smqsununp b hi qnq ‘uoiquj 
-ndod pouu:.o suq qq.iou o qq oq uors 
-iAipqns lUBqnqpuj^ oqq sosnsiioo 
oo.iqq oqq jo qouo qy ‘uiS.ibiu 
oqq ui UAVoqs sb ' ‘s.iboA Qg qsBj 
oqq Suunp suoiquuuA oqq 30 Ao.v.tns 
b no opuuz or [ ubo saouaiajin jbjouoS puB pao.iq ouios qnq ‘sq.iud quoxojjip ni 
ouintBi io sqoona oqq oq sb uavb.ip aq ubo suoisiqouoo oqiugoji ojq ’Hg 

’ ' -pajiBAO.id 

onuuBj qoiqAV ui uoisiAipqiis .mdiqsBUiug oqq lit Bimqq A’] no oqq ‘.ibSbusi.iBj^ 
in imqq .loquo.iS si. SBUBqq .loqquj o.uq oqq ui onijoop oqq ‘uoiqB-iSiuio Aq 
pasiiBO uoiqBjndod jo ssoj oqq pitB anSBjd jo soiuiapido oq Ajuibui Suiavq 
• ountuuu paniBtua.i ijoiijav •uoisiAipqiis .mdiqsBuiBg oqq in ib.ibsijSuisjbq 
puB .mdiqsBuiBg oabij osjb os qnq ‘ouijoop b oabi] ‘s.iboA qqoq in pojiBAO.id 
ouiuiBj a.iaqAv ‘uoisiAipqiis .iBpBg oqq in ‘ijb.iosojj pin? B.ioqug 30 sBUBqq oqj; 
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p-r r-nt. nl th-ir p-ipulatimi limn -iinl-ia iiimtalitv ; h-n- th- lv m nv-r ha." 
caii"i ii -.\t-ii"iv- u.it-r-li gging nf th- -nil. ami. w, II" b-ing "-ar— . the jtcoplc 
ri-".irt tn th- it ■ i tn-i nii " i»l« I -haiim-l" nl th- l\o--i fur th-ir drinking w - at-r. In 
th- tir."t part nf th- il—.nl- g*>od liarv-sts w-r- r-ap-il ami a lair d-gr— nf 
prii"p-ril v pr-vaih •!. -x— pi m 1 iM wh-n th-r- w.-i" scanty ami ill-ili."trilnit-il 
rainfall. In mini linnds swept th- country ruiiml Supaul ami Madhipura, 
ami in I HOS th- failure nf thr im'H"nun brought almut urn- nf th- wnr."t y-ar." 
nf scarcity known in this «li"trirt. The ilistr-"" was r-licvi <1 hv th- lih-ral 
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tracts wh-rc there was a il-mami for labour did much tn mitigate their ililli- 
culties. The scarcity was acutely felt in the western part of tin Mailhipura 
ami Supaul subdivisions, where famine conditions prevailed ami relief 
works were started. There was also a severe drought in the country south 
of the fianges where, however, the harvests of the previous year had been 
good and the people migrated freely from the al.ected areas. ‘‘The landless 
labourers cleared out in thousands to look for employment elsewhere. Thu 
luxuriant crops in the east of Supaul and Madhipura subdivisions north of the 
river attracted many : large numbers went into the lands on the Piirnea side 
of the Kosi, and many others went eastwards to get employment in the 
rice-lands of I5eiig.nl proper. It was computed that in August and September 
about 70.000 people crossed the Ganges from south to north in search of 
work.”"* Next year the rainfall was ample and well distributed, the result 
being excellent crops, but it is reported that the people generally had not 
ftllly recovered from the effects of the scarcity hy the time the census was 
taken. 
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132 CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


1906 and 1907, the aggregate excess being 34.000. From 1905 to 1907 heavy 
mortality was caused both by fever and cholera, the latter causing 43.000 
deaths between October 1905 and June 1907. Next year (1908) the premature 
cessation of the monsoon led to a partial failure of the erojSs, and some distress 
ensued among the small cultivators and field labourers, but, as the Collector 
remarked : — *• The regularity and abundance of the rainfall, the natural mois- 
ture of the soil, and, consequent on these conditions, the comparative ease with 
which the soil is prepared and the crops grown, have all tended to make the 
typical cultivator of this district a most fortunate being. Well irrigation and 
the unceasing toil of the typical Central Bihar cultivator are not necessary for 
him. With such antecedents it is clear that the economic condition of the 
cultivators in the affected area before the scarcity could not be anything but 
satisfactory in spite of high prices prevailing.” The population generally 
has reached a high standard of prosperity as compared with other districts 
of Bihar. Rents are low, for much of the land has been recently brought 
under cultivation and cultivators are in demand. The soil is fertile, being 
inundated and enriched by silt nearly every year. The cultivation of jute 
has expanded steadily, to the profit both of cultivators, middlemen and mer- 
chants, and the district generally is being developed by the extension of rail- 
way communications. Two new lines have been opened since 1901, one from 
Forbesganj to Jogbani on the Nepal border and the other from Katihar to 
Godagari, the latter being an important line which gives direct communication 
with Lower Bengal. 

317. The census shows that since 1901 thei-e has been an addition to 

the population of 112.308 persons 
or 6 per cent. A large pax-t of 
this increase is due to the influx 
of new settlers. The actual 
number of immigrants has now 
risen to 200,000. the increase since 
1901 being no less than 84 per 
cent. That most of the new 
"immigrants have ’ come to the 
district for permanent settlement 
will be apparent from the close 
correspondence between the figures for male and females, the increase in 
the number of the former being a little under 49,000. while in the case of 
females it is 42,000. The influx of immigrants has led to very large 
accretions of population in some thanas, notably Katihar and Damdaha. 
Katihar, which owes its growth very largely to the developxnent of the railway 
junction of Katihar. has added 34 per cent, to its population since 1901 and 
is now more populous by 72 per cent, than in 1891. Damdaha thana in the 
south-west has grown less rapidly, but has an increase of 20 per cent., the 
result of cultivation being rendered possible now that the Kosi has swung to 
the west and the thana is no longer swept by its floods. _ Here waste land is 
fast disappearing : what used to be a vast jungle area is now a fertile and 
well cultivated tract. 1 There is a general increase .throughout the west and 
south of the district, and the only decadent portion is the Kishanganj sub- 
division in the north-east. This a notoriously unhealthy Tarai tract, which has 
been steadily losing population since 1891, but even here the Bahadurganj 
thana, which is an important jute-growing centre, has advanced slightly since 
1901. 


T? 1 LlKltA. 

Mil. 

1901. 


Male. 

Female. 

Ma'e. 

Feroa'e. 

Actual population ... 

1.016,421 

013,216 

959,723 

917,606 

Immigrauts 

117,690 

sum 

69,032 i 

3?,973 

limig-ants 

20,505 

17,013 

20,615 

16,603 

Natural popu’atioa ... 

919,236 

909,9^0 

911,306 

803,436 1 


ORISSA. 

318. As in many other districts, the censns of 1881 showed a very large 

addition to the population of Cuttack {16'2 per 
cent.), but it has been estimated that at 
least 100,000 persons escaped enumeration in 1872. and that the real rate of 
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CHAfTEU U. — MOVEMENT Or THE TOl'Cl-AnON. 


of scarcity and the pinch of high prices.* The emigrants are mostly able, 
bodied men, and the males are more than twice as numerous as the females 
One indirect result is that while the female population has grown hv i per 
Cent, since 1901. the increase among males is under 1 percent. 

321. There lias been a slight loss of population in two t lianas, viz., 
Patamundi in the east and Dhannsala in the north-west, where the loss 
is due to emigration. In both thanas there has been an increase of tin- 
female population, but the males in Patamundi are less by 3.000 than ju 
1901. and in Dhannsala. which is traversed by the railway, the decline in 
their number amounts to 7.000. The same feature is noticeable in the neigh- 
bouring thana of Jajpur, and it is on this account that the .lajpnr siiiinlivi- 
siou is stationary. In the south-east of the district also there is little or m> 
progress. Here. too. emigration is responsible, for both the thanas concerned 
(Tirtol and .Jagatninghpur) have lost part of their male population, while the 
female population has increased. The greatest advance has been made by the 
Salepur and Kemlrapara thanas, which have enjoyed a considerable amount of 
prosperity on account of the steady expansion of jute cultivation and tin- 
facilities for irrigation, which make them fairly independent of seasonal varia- 
tions. The increase is all the more noticeable in Salepur. because in it 
was already the most densely populated thana in the district. After them, 
comes Jianki, a somewhat thinly populated thana. which has been steadily 
developing since 1891. 

322. When the first census was taken, the people of Halasore were 

IKU-..BK. recovering from the famine of 18titi, which had 

decimated their numbers. In 18.31 an increase of 
23 p-r cent, was recorded, which was due partly to improved enumeration and 
partly to a recovery from the 


23 p-r cent, was recorde- 
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losses caused be the famine. 
The m-xt decade witnessed 
a greatly diminished rate 
of progress, the total 
number of persons recorded 
in 1891 being only per 
cent, more than in 1881. 
Tin- increase was very 
evenly distributed all over 
the district except the 
Jellasore and ( 'handball 
thanas. In the former 
thana. wln-re malarial fever 
of a malignant type had 
prevail. <1. the population 
was practically stationary ; 


f waste land. During the next decade t la- 
the condition <-f the people prosperous, owing 


public In-alth was g< «* 1 and tin- condition <-f tin- people prosperous, owing 
to a succession <<[ go ,,J harvest,. The result was a fttither increase of 7T 
p.-r e -tit., in which ail parts of the district slotted except the Dhanm.igar 
thana, when- tin- destntenen of erop- by tie., Is shortly before the census had 
driven a ntttnb-r <-f tin- inah s to „ ek einplov nn-nl elseuheie. The ('hand- 
bill an>l Dasinieiipiir thana had the greatest expansion ; in ..{her puts of the 
district the- late ,,f growth was lemalkably milfonu. 

32.». i iiu mg til-* fii sf half of tli-- d< ea.ie ending in 1910 tin- er. ps w. re 
I.eloW lh<- av t-iag- e\e, pt III T'O.f.tM. while tiieu- Was a eli*Mls failuie in 
l*.'»!j.|»2. Tie Igi. t :ie (,i; t!. • e\ei . ,j t he ,]■ at hs 1 V 2 t.< (-O. the ipllIMJUentlilim 
Witless, da falling • >f ill til-' 1-iltli-iat* < e.-ujalid with the Ji;e\i.n, live 
ii-, tie- ratio of t u t'as >!, > lining fi- m to t., d't ; ■ n.ille, while th-- >h ath- 
f:,:a .U £.. d| null-. . v f £ < r I'.'Oo th<-ij|.:ri<t . lit. s 4 . a .1 

altie. \< „r -. in tin--- vi/„ t *-*• •*. 1 **«»7 and I'.'O'. the 
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CHAPTER II. MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 
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Every thana has lost ground, the percentage of decrease varying from 2‘9 
per cent, ill Dhamnagar to 6'8 per cent, in Chandbali. This part of the 
district suffered most from scarcity, the floods of the Baitarani river ha vino' 
destroyed the crops over a great part of the subdivision in 1907 and 1908! 
Emigration is also more active than it is to the north, Chandbali being the 
only thana which does not contribute to the stream of emigrants. Thouo-h 
however, it has not lost by emigration, this thana has the heaviest decrease 
owing to the fact that it suffered more than any other from floods, which 
caused widespread destruction of the crops and were followed by scarcity 
and virulent epidemics of cholera and other diseases. 

327. As in other districts of Orissa, the census of 1881 brought out a 

large increase of population in Puri amounting to 
Fjin 15-4 per cent. The growth of population was 

sustained during the ensuing ten years, at the close of which a further advance of 

6'3 per cent, was recorded. 
Between 1891 and 1901 the 
district continued to develop 
in spite of adverse influ- 
ences. The year 1891 
witnessed a crop failure, 
floods and a cyclone ; there 
was scarcity in 1S97 neces- 
sitating relief measures in 
the neighbourhood of the 
Chilka lake and in parts 
of the Khurda subdivision ; 
while the country round the 
Chilka was again subject 
to scarcity in 1900. The 
per cent., but part of this was due to the fact 
was in progress at Puri at the time when the 
foreign-born population exceeding that of 1891 
by more than 13,000. The Sadar and Pipli thanas had the smallest rate 
of increase, while in the Gop thana and the two thanas of the Khurda 
subdivision the addition to population varied from 6 to 8J per cent. 

328. Conditions during the ten years ending in 1901 were no more 
favourable than in the preceding decade. In 1901 there was a partial loss of 
the winter rice crop in parts of the Khurda subdivision and also in the country 
on the borders of the Chilka lake, necessitating relief measures in the latter 
tract. The crops were good in the following three years, i.e., 1902 to 1904, 
but the outturn was much below the normal in the years 1905 and 1906. and 
there was a serious loss of crops in 1907 owing to the early cessation of the 
monsoon and heavy floods in the north-east. Throughout the year 190S 
distress, deepening into famine conditions in limited areas, prevailed, and 
relief operations had to be carried on in the north-east of the district and 
in the neighbourhood of the Chilka lake. Fortunately, in .the last two years of 
the decade the harvests were excellent and the prosperity of the people 
revived. The effect of these years of depression is reflected in the statistics 
of vital occurrences. In four years (1901, 1902. 1907 and 1908) the deaths 
outnumbered the births, and in the decade as a whole the excess of births 
over deaths was only 10.0 f, 0. The mortality was especially great in 1908, a 
year of scarcity when the distress of the people was aggravated by an epidemic 
of cholera, which helped to bring the death-rate to the appalling figure of 59 
per mille. 

combined effect of disease, scarcity and the stimulus given to 
poor harvests was to check the growth of the population, and 

the actual increase brought 
to light by the census is 
only 13.000 or only O'O per 
cent. The increase would 
have been greater had it 
not been for the adverse 
balance of migration. -Vs 
compared with 1901. 6.000 
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ClIAl’TKH II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


15)01 represented only 1‘2 per cent., the smallness ol' the increase being- 
attributable to the growing- volume of emigration and also to the heavy 
death-rate following the famine of 185)7. 


332. Between 15)01 and 15)10 the health of the people was on the whole 
good. The birth-rate maintained a high level except in the years 15)08 and 
15)05), and the births outnumbered the deaths by no less than 170,000. Good 
or fair crops were reaped until 15)07, when the rainfall was unfavourably 
distributed, there being a heavy fall early in the season and a premature 
cessation in September. The rice crop was almost entirely a failure on 
high lands, and its outturn was diminished in the low lands. The yield 
both of rabi and of the important mahua crop was also only about a 
quarter of the normal. Distress ensued, which amounted to search# in 
some parts, viz., in the Barkagaon tliana, the eastern half of the Hazaribagh 
tliana, and the uplands of Simaria and Clmtra. Gratuitous relief had to be 


given, mainly to old people, women and children left without means of 
support by the labourers and small cultivators, who migrated in large numbers 
to the coal-fields and elsewhere. Others were provided with loans, with the 
help of which they wen* aide to tide over their difficulties. The rain- 
fall next year was favourable, and good crops were reaped. By October 
15)05) all signs of scarcity had disappeared, and normal conditions were 


re-established. 


338. The material condition of the people appears to have improved 
considerably during the last 20 years. It is reported : "Labourers and - 
petty agriculturists formerly found it, very difficult to get the bare neces- 
saries of life. They have now got over the stage of actual want, and in 
many instances, after defraying all expenses, they are able to live up to a 
fairly high standard and to indulge in small luxuries previously unknown to- 
them. This change is very noticeable among the aboriginals. Whereas 
formerly they depended solely upon tin* edible fruits and roots of the jungles 
for their subsistence for at least two or three months in the year, they 
now never, ordinarily, miss their food grain diet.” The mica mines at 
Kodarmn and the coal mines of Giridih furnish employment to many 
thousands, and the wages obtained there alleviate distress arising from 
the shortage of the crops in their neighbourhood. The demand for labour, 
it should be added, varies very largely according to the state of the market :. 
the average labour foice in the mica and coal mines was 18,000 in 15)01, 
rose to 52.000 in 15)06. and fell to under 7.000 in 15)10. Except in the 
neighbourhood of the commercial and industrial centres, the people are poor, 
and the margin between sufficiency and exigency is often narrow. 

334. The increase of population disclosed by the census is 110,648 or 
9"4 per cent., which is due to natural growth among a people largely composed 
of prolific semi-aboriginals. It cannot be said that the movements of the 
people have affected the census results to any appreciable extent. The 
number of immigrants is almost exactly the same as in 1901, while the 
emigrant population has fallen off by only 6,000. The number of those 

born in the district who left 
it in order to find employment 
elsewhere reached a very high 
figure in 1901, and emigration 
has since been facilitated by tlie- 
opening of the Grand Chord 
line. The drain on the available 
labour varies from year to- 
year according to the outturn of 
the crops, the exodus being stimulated by bad harvests and checked by good 
crops ; there is no doubt that it would have linen greater at the time of the 
census had it not been for agricultural prosperity. A good index to the 
extent to which the latter influences emigration is afforded by the returns of' 
coolies recruited for Assam, which show that in 1910-11 the number was only 
684, whereas it was 8.465 in 1907-08, a year of scarcity. Every tliana in the 
district has increased its population, except Cliatra and Simaria in the west : 
acute distress was experienced in the upland tracts of these two thanas in 
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CIIAl’TEli II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


341. During the ten years ending in 1910 a great stimulus was given 
;to the progress of the district by the development of the coal mines. 
During the first part of the decade the number of labourers in the mines 
was more than doubled, and in the second it wose again by two-thirds. 
High-water mark was reached in 1908, after which there was a falling off 
• due to the state of the coal market. In spite of this, the industrial census 
shows that nearly 80,000 persons were employed in the collieries at the time 
of the census. There was also a “ boom ” in the lac trade, which was followed 
by a “slump” in 1908. but notwithstanding this the number of factories 
increased from 52 in 1900-1901 to 118 in 1909-10. when they gave employment 
;to nearly 6,000 persons. The bulk of the people are agriculturists, who are 
^compensated more or less for a failure of their harvests by the lac crop. 
Their harvests were good during the first half of the decade, but owing to 
deficient rainfall were very short in 1907-1908. The outturn was, however, 
excellent in the remaining years. The public health was, on the whole, 
good except for epidemics of cholera, which swept over the Jheria coal-field 
-during several years. In 1908 there was a particularly virulent epidemic, 
which caused no less than 12,000 deaths ; even this figure probably falls far 
short of the actuals, as the coal-field area in the Jheria and Topchanchi thanas 
was for some time reduced to a state of panic, and the returns were defective. 
The disease spread rapidly through the field, and panic-stricken coolies hurry- 
ing away from the infected collieries spread the disease into all parts of the 
district. The total death-rate during the decade was low, the average being 
only 26‘5 per mille, and the net excess of births over deaths was 167.000. 

342. The census shows tliat the number of inhabitants is now 246,212, or 
18‘9 per cent, more than in 1901. The increment is partly due to the natural 
growth of population and partly to migration being in favour of the district. 
.A very remarkable change in the flow of migration inwards and outwards 

has taken place in the last ten 
years, owing mainly to the influx 
of outside labour to the collieries 
and to the fact that local 
labourers prefer the good wages 
offered there to the prospects of 
distant employment. The number 
of persons who have come into 
the district has risen by 80,000 and is now more than double what it was in 
1901, while the number of emigrants lias diiyyiished by 21.000. The result 
of the tide of migration setting into the district instead of away from it, 
is that, whereas in 1901 emigrants outnumbered immigrants by nearly 74,000, 
the latter are now in excess by 27,000. 

No less than two-fifths of the total increase is accounted 'for by the two 
.thanas of Jheria and Topchanchi. which contain most of the collieries. Their 
expansion in the last 20 years, during which the bulk of them were opened, 
has been extraordinary, for Jheria has trebled its population, while Topchanchi 
has an increase of 88 per cent. Excluding these two’ thanas. Manbhum has 
had a proportional growth of a little under 13 per cent, since 1901. This 
advance has been general and fairly uniform, for no thana has an increase of 
less than 10 per cent, or of more than 18'3 per cent. 

343. The census which has recently has been concluded shows that 

Sixghbbcm the population of Singhbhum is more than 50 per 

cent, what it was 30 years ago. The recorded 
growth would have been even greater but for emigration to the Feudatory 

States of Orissa and also 
to the tea districts of 
Assam and Jalpaiguri. In 
spite of this drain, there 
was an increase of 20 per 
cent, in 1891 and another 
advance of 12'5 per cent, 
in 1901. 

The effects of scarcity in 
1900 lingered for a little 
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The decade opened with bright prospects Lor the cultivators, for average 

or good crops were reaped dur- 
ing the first four years, but from 
1905 to 1907 the harvests were 
deficient. The ensuing distress 
culminated .in 1908: when the 
people, whose staying powers 
had been severely tried by three 
bad years, were on the verge of 
famine in theDumka and Godda 
subdivisions. Some relief was 
obtained by the high prices 
obtained from lac, but the abori- 
ginals squandered their profits 
in drink : on this account, the 
scarcity in 1908 actually coin- 
cided with an abnormal increase 
in the consumption of country 
spirit. A more substantial miti- 
gation of the distress was fur- 
nished by the readiness of the 
able-bodied Santals to leave 
their homes in ^search "of labour 
and wages. Owing to the 
exodus of the males, and also to 
.s ' the lowered vitality of those left 

behind, the birth-rate fell from 44 per mille in 1904 to 54 per mille in 1908. 
and sunk to 81 per mille next year ; but after this, good crops and the fall 
of prices brought about a rapid recovery. In spite of these adverse condi- 
tions, there was, according to the returns, an excess of 190,669 of births 
over deaths during the whole decade. 

347. The census shows that the total addition of population' is only 
73,236 or 4 per cent. To repeat the remarks made in the last census report 
regarding the ratio of increase recorded in 1901 : — ,l This is a surprisingly 
small rate of development in a healthy district with a prolific population. The 

supply the^ necessary explanation.” Tn that year the 
born 

226,008 : it has now reached the astonishing figure of 321,283, 
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migration 


statistics of 
number of persons 
was 


in the Sonthal Parganas but enumerated elsewhere 
astonishing 

increase of 95,000 in 10 years. There are, moreover. 5,000 less immigrants 
in the district than in* 1901. and the emigrants outnumber the immigrants 

by 215,000. There is. in fact. 


SO.NHIAb I 

1911. 
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1901 
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J Vales. 
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| Ma’Cf. ^ 
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Actual population ... 
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Natural popul tio ... 
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i 

896,373 
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is. Ill 

an army of emigrants pour- 
ing forth , from the district year 
by year, and spreading over the 
Barind in Malda and Dinajpur, 
the rice-fields in other Bengal 
districts, and the coal-mines in 
Manblium and Burdwan. 

348. The Dumka and Godda subdivisions, which suffered most from 
the succession of bad years (1905-1908), show a slight decrease, the result 
of emigration. The decline in both is confined to the tlianas outside the 
Damin (except the hilly area of Poreya), while there has been a substantial 
addition to the inhabitants of the Damin. The Deoghar subdivision was 
also affected by scarcity, but to a smaller degree, and has grown slightly : 
thanas Deoghar (with Sarwan) and Madhupur, which suffered most, are 
practically stationary, but Madhupur thana is more populous by 8‘4 per cent. 
The Jamtara and Pakaur subdivisions, which were still less affected by poor 
harvests and high prices, have a normal growth (8’35 and _ 7_'95 per cent, re- 
spectively). in which all parts share. The Bajmahal subdivision is the most 
progressive part of the district : the greater part of its increase (12 per cent.) 
is due to natural growth, but part is due to the fact that there was a large 
labour force, mainly of up-country coolies, employed in the Lower Ganges Bridge 
quarries in 1911, and that Sahibganj, the increase in which appears prana 
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crop in the Angul subdivision. but it failed in tlio Kliondinals, while the 
mahua crop was a failure in both areas. The failure; of these two crops 
seriously affected the poorer elassei and aboriginal races, who live on them 
for about three months in the year. For three successive years, these and 
other crops had suffered more or less, but it was not until 190S that the 
accumulative effect of all these partial failures, coupled with the prevailing 
high prices, began to show itself and to necessitate relief measures. About 
three-fourths of tho district was aflected ; the distressed classes were mainly 
Pans and labourers, the numbers requiring relief being augmented by the 
families of Pans who had absconded. The distress was never very acute, 
and it was not necessary to declare famine. In the Angul subdivision, 
however, considerable mortality was caused by cholera, which was introduced 
from Dhenkanal ; the deaths due to it in this year represented no less than 
10 per mille of the population of the subdivision. 

851. The census of 1011 shows that, while there is a total addition 
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of 7,5 10 or 3'9 per cent., the 

ion. i ism. results of the preceding census 

As>«ri» 1 in tho two subdivisions are re- 

M,,1& versed. The Angul subdivision, 

Actual population ... , 3S.372 ’ 101,07 3 3 : ,331 I 31,376 W Ilicll had <1 bilge glOW til bctWCeH 

imuiipnots 7.N73 10,771 * 3,363 | 13,103 ! 1801 U]ld 1001 IlUS lost OTnilllfl 

Emigrant. 0.213 lUoU 2,231, 4, 181 , .7 , J1 ‘‘S 1US0 glUUUU. 

Natural pcpu'ation -• j " 7 ' m < while the Kliondmals, which 

~~ ” ” declined slightly in that decade, 

has advanced rapidly. Probably part of the increase in the Khondmals 
must be ascribed to an improvement in the methods of enumeration, and part 
to the natural fecundity of the Klionds. There have been no widespread 
epidemics, and even 1908, when there was scarcity, was a healthy year, the 
drought causing a diminution of malaria. Moreover, though the hill and jungle 
areas in which tho Klionds live were most affected by the drought, the Klionds, 
being accustomed to live on jungle produce, experienced less distress than the 
poorer cultivators and labourers in the plains of Angul. In the latter subdivi- 
sion. the loss is partly due to the mortality caused by cholera and partly to 
loss from emigration, the Pans having migrated to Assam and elsewhere in 
considerable numbers. In the district, as a whole, the emigrants now out- 
number the immigrants, whereas the reverse was the case in 1901. Inquiries 
made in 1908 showed that 1,276 persons emigrated to the tea gardens, and, 
according to the census returns, the total number of emigrants to places 
outside the district is or more than treble the number returned in 1901- 

352. In Sambalpur. as in other districts of the - Chota Nagpur Plateau, 

the first reliable census was that of 1891. which 
SoiB.u.i'iut. disclosed a growth of 11 ’7 per cent. The develop- 

ment of the district received a severe check in the next decade owing to the 



famine of 1900 and the mortality 
caused by epidemics of fever, cholera 
and small-pox during the famine — 
the death-rate for this, year rose to 
the appalling figure of 108 per mille. 
The result was that the census of 
1901 showed an addition to the 
population of only 3‘3 per cent. 
The Sambalpur subdivision suffered 
little, and the east and north of 
the Bargarh subdivision were not 
seriously affected ; but distress was 
very acute in the south-west of 
the latter and especially in Bora- 
sambar. 

The birth-rate of 1901. which 
was only 30 per mille, was abnor- 
mally low in consequence of lowered 
vitality and reduced fecundity, while, 
owing to the previous clearance made 
by famine i and disease among the 
old and weakly, the death-rate 
reached th e minimum ever recorded 
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CHAPTER II. — MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


OiM'bA Feddatoky States. 


Oiussa States. 

Population, 

1911. 

PER ENTAOE OF 

Variation. 

1901—1911. 

1891- 

-1901. 

TOTAL 

3,796. 663 

+ 

19 64 

+ 

9’48 

Athgarh 

46,813 

+ 

G‘92 


19*62 

Talcber 

66.201 


9-55 

+ 

14*73 

Mayurbhanj 

729,218 

+ 

19*47 

+ 

14*68 

Nilgiri 

68,714 

+ 

3*39 

+ 

18*26 

Keonjhar ... ... ... ... 

364,702 

+ 

27*63 


15*18 

Pal Lahara ... ••• ••• ... 

23.680 

+ 

14*89 

+ 

13*46 

Dhenkaual ... 

270,175 

- 

1*27 

+ 

14*85 

Athmallik ... ••• ••• 

53,766 

+ 

31*93 

+ 

28*94 

Hiudol 

49,840 


5*64 

+ 

24*25 

Narsiughpur ... ... 

39,964 

+ 

0*89 


17*03 

Baramba ... 

41,429 

-f 

8*28 

+ 

17*63 

Tigiria 

23,240 

+ 

2*72 


10*11 

Khondpara... ... ... ... 

73,821 

+ 

6*30 


9*74 

Nayagarti ... 

151,293 

+ 

7*47 


19*44 

Raupur 

45.956 

- 

0*26 

+ 

14*86 

Daspalla 

57,033 

+ 

9*74 

+ 

14*01 

Baud 

113.441 


28*55 

— 

1*45 

Bamra 

133,016 


11*94 

4- 

18^22 


31,729 

+ 

18*00 

4- 

32*29 

Sonpur ... ... 

215,701 

4 - 

27*03 

- 

12*99 


408,716 

+ 

47*15 

- 

16*39 


418.957 

+ 

19*52 

4- 

7*43 

Gangpur ... 

303,829 

-f 

27*18 

4* 

24*79 

Bonai 

58.309 

+ 

52*33 

+ 

19*17 


during the dry season many of their inhabitants leave their homes to work 
in the Bamra forests. 

355. Between 1891 and 1901 the Orissa Feudatory States added 9’5 

per cent, to their population, every State recording 
an increase except Baud in the south and 

Sonpur and Patna in the east. Baud sustained a slight loss owing to 

epidemics of disease "and 
scarcity in 1900, which 
stimulated emigration. In 
Sonpur and Patna there 
was a heavy loss of 13 and 
16 per cent, respectively, 
which was directly due to 
famine in the year preced- 
ing the census, in conse- 
quence of which a number 
of people left their homes. 
The census now concluded 
shows a general advance 
except in Dhenkanal and 
Ranpur, the aggregate 
addition to the population 
being 623,168 or 19*64 per 
cent. This large increase 
is partly due to more accu- 
rate enumeration,, but is 
mainly the result of natural 
growth among hardy and 
prolific races. The crops 
have, on the whole, been good and there has been, writes the Political Agent. 

“ a large expansion of culti- 
vation due to the great 
improvements in communi- 
cations, light rents and the 
large profits to be made by 
agriculturists, who are now, 
owing co the advent of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway 
through Gangpur and Bamra and the East Coast section of the same railway, 
enabled to obtain a highly profitable market for their produce.” Immigrants 
are attracted by the areas awaiting development and the easy terms on 
which land can be acquired, and outnumber the emigrants by 221,000 : 
details are given in the marginal statement. 

356. In discussing the variations which have occurred, it will bo con- 

venient to divide the 24 States into* 4 groups 
Xmvrii-K.wrBits State*. according to locality. The first group consists of 

the north-eastern States of Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and Nilgiri. Mayurbhanj 
has progressed rapidly since 1901. Its economic resources have been developed, 
it has been opened up by roads and railways, and its trade has expanded 
greatly. A narrow-gaugo railway has been built connecting the capital Baripada 
with the Bengal-Nagpur Railway lino, and another line has boon constructed 
from the works of the Tata and Iron Steel Company at Sakchi (in Singhbhum) 
to the mines at Gurumaisini. Tliore was some scarcity in 1908, and relief 
operations had to lie instituted, but otherwise tho decado was one of agricultural 
prosperity, new areas being reclaimed and the cultivation in the older settled 
tracts improving steadily. Tho increase in tho whole State amounts to 19'47 
per cent, and all parts have contributed to it. Tho ratio of increase is least 
in the Bamanghati subdivision (7‘66 per cent.) where there was scarcity in 
1908 accompanied by epidemics of cholera and small-pox : it is greatest in 
Panehpir (65*5 per cent.), a jungly backward tract which has attracted 
immigrants and in which the census of 1901 was not quite complete. In 
Keonjhar the percentage of increase is 27*6 per cent., but Nilgiri has grown 
very slightly, viz., by 3'4 per cent. This latter State stifle red from seven; 


Oiussa States. 

Male. 

Female. 

Actual population 

1,882,588 

1,913,975 

Immigrants 

142,510 

157,230 

Emigrants 

26.374 

48,923 

Natural population 

1,766.432 

1,803,668 
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CHAPTER U. — MOVEMENT OE THE POPULATION. 


SIKKIM. 

361. The State of Sikkim recorded an increase of 28,556 or 93'8 per 
cent, in 1901. This phenomenal increase was partly due to the greater accu- 
racy of the census, the enumeration of 1891 being admittedly incomplete, 
and partly to immigration, for settlers from Nepal flocked in to cultivate the 

areas awaiting reclamation. No less 
than 22,720 persons, or 38’5 per 
cent, of the total population, were 
returned as born in Nepal, and the 
greater majority of them were new- 
comers, who had crossed the border 
since 1891. The census recently 
concluded has brought to light a 
further addition of 28,906, or 49 
per cent. An analysis of the returns of birthplace shows that the immigrant 
population has increased by 5,000, while the number of persons born in 
Sikkim who were enumerated outside the State is greater by 1,255 : the 
large increase cannot therefore be ascribed to any greatly enhanced influx 
into the State. At the same time, the fact that the number of immigrants 
is greater than in 1901 shows that the influx of settlers has continued and 
that the number of new-comers more than makes up for loss by death among 
the earlier immigrants. Part of the increase is due to natural growth arrjpng 
hardy and prolific races, such as the Nepalese, and part to the greater com- 
pleteness of the census, which was for the first time carried out by an 
organized census staff : in 1901 only persons who had houses in Sikkim were 
enumerated, and not non-residents such as graziers and Nepalese in search 
of work. 

362. Altogether 25,610 persons, or 2,890 more than in 1901, were 
returned as born in Nepal, but instead of forming 38'5 per cent, of the total 
population, they now represent 29 per cent. The number of those born in 
Sikkim has risen from 34,010 to 58,085, or by 71 per cent., owing partly to 
their including the children of immigrants from Nepal who have settled in 
Sikkim : the native-born now form two-thirds of the population instead of half 
as in 1901. The number of Lepchas has risen from 7.982 to 9,031, and of 
Bhotias from 8,184 to 12.414, of whom 10,250 are Sikkim Bhotias. These 
indigenous races account for nearly a quarter of the population, and practi- 
cally all the remainder are Nepalese, among whom the Khambus (iJimdars) 
are the most numerous, having 15,872 representatives. 


Sikkim. 

1911. 

190.1. 

scale. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Actual population 

4.-,0i9 

42,861 

30,795 

28,219 

Immigrants 

16,476 

13,359 

13,337 

11,667 

Emigrants 

1 673 

1,768 

1,046 

1,142 

Natural population ... 

30,258 

31,270 

18.504 

16,693 


SUMMARY. 

r 

263- West Bengal, i. e., the Burdwan Division, had advanced but 
Wfst Bestal slightly since 1901, its net increase representing 

only 2'8 per cent. The most progressive district 
is Howrah, where there is an addition of 10’9 per cent., mainly the result of 
immigration stimulated by industrial activity in the city of Howrah and its 
neighbourhood. In the district, as a whole, immigrants represent one-fifth 
ol the total population, and in the city of Howrah more than two-thirds of the 
inhabitants are immigrants from outside districts. This city accounts for a 
fourth of the total increase, and has grown more rapidly than the rest of the 
districts. Outside its limits the increase is due partly to natural growth and 
partly to immigration. In all the other districts the rate of increase is 
below 4 per cent. This figure is nearly reached by Hooghly, which, like 
Howrah, receives a large number of immigrants, their proportion to the total 
population boing 17 per cent. The Serampore subdivision, which adjoins the 
Howrah and, like it, is an industrial centre, has grown at very nearly the 
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unhealthy districts lying entirely in the deltaic rice plain, have declined, 

while Murshidabad, 
which is not entirely 
alluvial, has a small in- 
crease, due to the lateritic 
area to the west o£ the 
Bhagirathi. The 24-Par- 
ganas is now more popu- 
lous than it was in 1901 
by 17 per cent. It has 
gained very greatly by 
immigration, the immi- 
grant population being 
nearly one-fourth of the 
total population. All 
parts of the district have 
added to their numbers, 
but nowhere has there 
been greater progress 
than in the suburban 
municipalities and the 
Barrackpore subdivision, 
where the growing de- 
mand for labour has 
resulted in an increase 
of 45 and 42 per cent., 
respectively. In rural 
areas great progress has 
been made in the north- 
u em thanas. through 

which the Barasat-Basirhat Railway runs, and in the country to the south, 
where the development is due to the reclamation of the Sundarbans. In the 
city of Calcutta the percentage of increase has fallen from 24 per cent, to 5'7 
per cent., owing partly to the tendency of immigrants to settle -in the suburbs 
rather than in the city itself. This movement has been stimulated by the 
clearance of insanitary overcrowded bastis in Calcutta, the improved subur- 
ban traffic service and the development of large industries in its neighbour- 
hood. The reduction in the rate of increase is also partly due to the census of 
1901 having been more complete than its predecessor, as a result of which an 
unnaturally large increase was registered. Murshidabad has added 2‘9 per 
cent, to its population, but while the Jangipur and Kandi subdivisions have 
grown fairly rapidly, the growth in the Lalbagli subdivision is slight and 
the Sadar subdivision has lost ground. Nadia and Jessore have sustained a 
loss, both being unhealthy areas with an unenviable reputation and no 
manufactures to attract immigrants. The history of both is. as already 
stated, a dismal record of disease and decline. 

366. In North Bengal the most rapid growth of population has taken 

place in Bogra, which has been growing steadily 
North Bengal. since 1872 and now records an increase of 15'2 per 

cent. The increase is due mainly to natural growth among a population 
largely composed of Muhammadans. It is closely followed by Jalpaiguri, 
which has gained 14'8 per cent, nearly entirely from the influx of immigrants. 
In this district there is a small natural growth in the east, a fairly large 
increase in the centre, where it is the result partly of natural causes and 
partly of immigration, and a remarkable increase in the Alipur subdivision, 
where immigrants are fast taking up the available waste land. The tract 
known as the Western Duars has nearly trebled its population since 1901, 
but in Mainaguri and Damdim to the west, where nearly all the waste land 
has now been taken up, the ratio of increase has fallen. The two latter 
thanas have apparently nearly reached the limit of their expansion, and 
consequently new settlers are pouring into the more distant and less developed 
lands of t]ae Alipur subdivision. The population of the latter will probably. 
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has been made by the State of Hill Tippeva, where the large increase of 32|- 

per cent, is re- 
corded. The area 
available for cul- 
tivation in this 
State has led to 
an influx of colo- 
nists ; over three- 
fifths of the net 
gain is due to the 
increase in the 
number of immi- 
grants. The 

Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, a remote 
tiact with few 
attractions for the 
people of more 
civilized districts, 
owes its increment 
of 23 per cent, to 
the natural growth 
of a hardy abori- 
ginal people in a 
series of pros- 
perous years. 
Natural growth 
also accounts for 
the increase of 15£ 
per cent, in My- 
mensingh. This 
district has a 
teeming Musalman 
population, and is 
now more populous 
by 92 per cent. 

than in 1872. Least progress has been made in the Tangail subdivision, which 
suffers from malaria, and has lost by emigration as well as from a virulent 
epidemic. of cholera in 1905. The proportional growth (14'7 per cent.) in 
Ti.ppera is also accounted for by natural causes, for the district has lost by 
migration. All parts of the district are more populous than in 1901, but the 
ratio of increase is greatest in the south and diminishes slightly as one 
proceeds noithwards. 'ihe gain of 14 per cent, in Noakhali is similarly 
independent of migration ; all parts share in the increase, but owing to land 
being swept away and reformed by the great rivers, and to the consequent 
movements of the people, some extraordinary variations are found. One 
thana has a gain of only 4 per cent., another of 364- per cent., and of two 
thanas which supported over 1,000 persons per square mile in 1901, one has 
added 20 per cent, and another only 2 per cent, to its numbers. The 
district of Dacca, with an increment of 12 per cent., has 62 per cent, more 
inhabitants than in 1872. The balance of migration has been against it. but 
all parts have gained ground, except on the western boundary where diluvia- 
tion has caused the inhabitants to move across the Padma to alluvial 
accretions in Faridpur and Pabna. The Manikganj subdivision consequently 
has. only a small increase. Munshiganj, in spite of its dense population, has 
again an increase of over 9 per cent., while the Sadar and Narayanganj sub- 
divisions have grown even more rapidly than in the preceding decade. 

3.69. Chittagong, in which the late of increase was reduced to 4'9 per 
cent, in 1901 on account of the disastrous cyclone of 1897, has now fully 
recovered. The most progressive thanas are those which suffered most in 
that year, but the whole of the south, where cultivation is expanding, has 
large gains, and considerable progress has been made in the north where 
trade has been stimulated by the railway. Theie is again an increase of 9 per 
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the Uopalganj subdivision. where Hu* pressure on tin* soil is nut so heavy, is 
practically stationary. The greatest advance has hceu inatle in Champaran 
'G'G per cent.' and Purnea V G per c *nt.). both sparsely populated districts 
which attract immigrants by reason of the fertile areas awaiting develop- 
ment and the low rents at which land can be obtained. The remainder of the 
districts of Noitli Bihar lose more or less heavily by the exodus of the 
district born. All parts of l’urnea have an increment, except the Kishanganj 
subdivision in the math-east, which is the most unhealthy but also the most 
populous part of the district, though, compared with other parts of North 
Bihar, the density is low. Champaran has now made good the loss caused 
by the famine of 1897 : all parts are progressive, except one thana in the 
south-east ^Madhuham) which is the most densely populated of all the thanas 
and has lost by emigration. 

372. The rate of increase in Muzaffarpur is only half what it is in 
Champaran. hut conditions in this district were not favourable to any large 
expansion. It suffered from severe Howls in l HOG, from crop failures in 1907 
and 1908. and from another inundation in 1910. The volume of emigration 
has also been swollen by the increasing number of labourers seeking employ- 
ment outside the district : at the time of the census 195,000 persons, or 7 
per cent, of the total population, wore away from their homes. The most 
progressive tract is the Sitamarhi subdivision, a fertile rice-growing area, 
which gains by immigration : the Sadar subdivision loses by the movements 
of its inhabitants and has only a small increase- while the Hajipur thana has 
a decline, the combined result of plague mortality and emigration. The propor- 
tional growth in Bhagalpur (2’-l per cent.) is a little less than in Muzaffarpur. 
Here the Banka subdivision is stationary, while the Supaul subdivision has 
sustained a loss owing to scarcity in 1908-09 and heavy mortality from 
cholera and fever. The Sadar subdivision in the centre of the district has a 
small increase, while the Madhupura subdivision has advanced by 9 per cent, 
owing to the expansion of cultivation in areas formerly swept by the Kosi. 
In the Darbbanga district the percentage of increase lias fallen at each census 
since 1881, and is now under 1 per cent. The Madhubani subdivision, which 
is the least populous part of the district, has a small increase ; the Sadar 
subdivision is practically stationary, and Samastipur. where the pressure on 
the soil is greatest, is decadent. The district suffered from two famines in 
the decade, but these famines do not appear to be responsible for any loss of 
population. The leading factor appears to be congestion of the population and 
consequent quickening of emigration. The number of emigrants is 58 per cent, 
greater than in 1901, and is little less than that returned for Muzaffarpur. 
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in Baud and 47 per cent, in Patna, figures 'which serve to show the extent 

to which they lost 
from the famine of 
1900 (by deaths, 
desertions and re- 
duced fecundity), 
and how greatly 
they have expand- 
ed during a series 
of good years. The 
only States which 
have deteriorated 
since the last cen- 
sus are Dhenkanal 
and Ranpur ; the 
former suffered 
from scarcity and 
disease in 1908, 
while both have 
lost by emigration. 
Mayurbhanj and 
Keonjhar on the 
north-east have 
advanced rapidly, 
and the same is the 
case with Gangpnr 
and Bonai on the 
north-west : the- 
phenomenal in- 
crease (52 per 
cent.) returned - for 
Bonai is due partly 

to improved enumeration and partly to immigration and the development of 
its resources. The central States and also the western States near Sambal- 
pur have made rapid progress. The least advance has been made by the 
south-eastern States in the neighbourhood of Cuttack and Balasore. 

375. The district of Manbhum is now/fnore populous by 19 per cent, 
than it was in 1901, this large addition’to its population being mainly due 
to the expansion of the collieries. ''Two-fifths of the total increase has 
taken place in thanas Jheria autf Topchanchi, which contain most of the 
coal mines : in the rest of the district the x’atio of increase averages 13 
per cent., and is very evenly distributed. The progress made by Ranchi 
(17 per cent.) is all the more noticeable, because it has lost heavily by the 
exodus of its inhabitants to centres where employment is better paid than 
it is locally : the number of emigrants is now 305,309 or 22 per cent, of the 
total population. All parts of the district have gained ground, but the 
greatest advance has been made by the Gumla subdivision (in the south) : 
the gain here is the result of a movement from the north and centre of 
the district to undeveloped tracts where land is available on easy terms. 
The percentage of increase (16§- per cent.) in Sambalpur is nearly as great 
as in Ranchi. In 1901 this district was suffering from the .effects of the 
famine of/1900, but it quickly recovered, and tlie present increase is the 
conseqi/ence of revived prosperity, expansion of cultivation and, in some 
areas/improved enumeration. Singhbhum owes its increase to the natural 
fecundity of its people during a series of good years, and to the develop- 
ment of the district by the railway and industrial enterprise ; but for 
the/ number (105,634 or 15 per cent, of the total population) _ of the 
district-born that were temporarily or permanently resident outside its 
boundaries at the time of the census, its growth would have been greater. 
Iu Ralamau the decade witnessed a recovery from the effects of famine, 
and thp steady progress made by the district resulted in an increase of 11 per 
cent. There has been a decline in the north, which is more apparent than 
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CHAPTER III. — BIRTH PEACE, 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE III. — Proportional Migration to and from 

each District. 


District akd Natural 

DIVISION. 

NUMBER PER MILLS OS ACTUAL 
POPULATION OP— 

NUMBER OF FEMALES TO 

100 MALES. 

lMMU.UAhTS. 

ESlIQKASTb. 

1JIJHI.IUXT8. 

Emigrants. 

E 

Total. 

rota con- 
tiguous 
district 

From 

other 

places. 

Total. 

To con* 

tlRUOUa 

districts. 

To 

other 

places. 

?rom con- 
tiguous 
districts. 

From 

other 

places. 

To con- 
tiguous 
districts. 

To 

other 

places. 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

» 

11 

1 

behgal 

43 

8 

35 

13 

7 

6 

95 

34 

69 

40 

WEST BENGAL — 

52 

21 

31 

49 

37 

12 

110 

39 

72 

62 


117 

HI 

36 

82 

45 

37 

118 

37 

204 

63 


69 

58 

11 

54 

41 

13 

143 

48 

156 

80 


41 

37 

4 

154 

114 

40 

296 

57 

93 

59 


27 

14 

13 

61 

42 

19 

131 ' 

49 

93 

73 


171 ! 

100 

71 

137 

77 

bO 

116 

. 34 

97 

43 

Howrah »*• 

201 | 

74 

127 

43 

33 

10 

80 

39 

76 

62 

■CENTRAL BENGAL 

125 J 

39 

86 

37 

25 

12 

74 

27 

105 

64 

24-Parganas ««• 

165 

37 

108 

57 

50 

7 

78 

33 

96 

73 


714 

110 

598 

98 

33 

43 

78 

30 

90 

77 


45 

30 

16 

84 

r>» 

26 

144 

37 

97 

57 

MurMndabod 

55 | 

41 

14 

78 

60 

18 

127 

37 

121 

70 

Je&ooie ••• 

34 

| 

28 

6 

42 

29 

13 


37 

122 

34 

NORTH BENGAL 

86 j 

34 

52 

12 

70 

2 

80 

45 

89 

46 


64 i 

34 

30 

26 

22 

4 

88 

48 

101 

59 


117 ) 

23 1 

92 

14 

11 

3 

91 

39 

134 

53 

Jftlpaiguri 

294 

41 

253 

23 

« 

2 

87 

71 

125 

35 


441 

40 

392 

39 

2j 

14 

83 

74 

91 

57 


75 

21 

34 

26 

24 

2 

92 

29 

94 

55 


64 

23 

33 

26 

23 

3 

107 

44 

103 

67 


45 ) 

24 

21 

72 

37 

33 

77 

21 

80 

69 

Malda 

118 | 

30 

28 

41 

37 

4 

100 

43 

99 

38 

Gooch Behar ... 

93 j 

43 

48 

61 

37 

4 

tl7 

19 

90 

83 

EAST BENGAL 

16 

7 

9 

20 

10 

10 

94 

28 

62 

29 


40 

34 

6 

29 

24 

5 

93 

13 

ns 

40 


39 

22 

17 

60 

29 

31 

94 

22 

57 

32 

Myrnen^ugb 

36 

17 

19 

35 

24 

12 

69 

29 

94 

62 

Faihlpur 

45 

37 

8 

38 

26 

12 

84 

25 

66 

35 

BacVergnuge 

25 

16 

9 

19 

12 

7 

4<3 

17 

71 

37 

Tlppera ... 

25 

20 

5 

39 

33 

4 

63 

23 

70 

20 

Noakhaii 

18 

10 

8 

37 

28 

9 

III 

31 

48 

6 

Chittagong 

12 

4 

8 

66 

60 

6 

36 

43 

19 

4 

Chittagong H1U Tracts •» 

41 

31 

10 

8 

8 

... 

18 

33 

87 

87 

Hill Tipper. 

356 

314 

42 

6 

5 

i 

60 

69 

103 

53 

niHAn-A HO, ORISSA 

12 

7 

5 

49 

78 

31 

118 

72 

89 

41 

NORTH BIHAR 

22 

16 

6 

41 

79 

22 

127 

103 

97 

16 

Sarau ••• 

21 

10 

o 

124 

41 

83 

336 

73 

139 

16 

Champaran 

50 

33 

n 

25 

33 

12 

127 

130 

200 

11 

Muzatfarpur 

26 

21 

5 

68 

31 

37 

222 

148 

276 

13 

Durbhanga 

30 

23 

7 

60 

31 

29 

277 

106 

181 

20 

BUagaipur ... 

64 

47 

17 

78 

39 

19 

136 

52 

119 

52 

I’urnca ... 

100 

33 

47 

19 

16 

3 

90 

50 

100 

39 

SOUTH BIHAR 

20 

17 

3 

83 

24 

59 

164 

57 

146 

45 

I’atoa ... ... ... 

57 

30 

7 

108 

39 

69 

160 

53 

212 

43 

Qaya 

28 

23 

3 

95 

33 

60 

208 

56 

159 

47 

Sababad ... ... 

33 

2') 

4 

95 

28 

6? 

275 

57 


47 

Moogbyr 

44 

37 

7 

112 

53 

59 

192 

53 

170 

44 

OJUESA 

14 

8 

6 

56 

79 

37 

254 

86 

126 

12 

Cuttack ... 

16 

12 

4 

82 

28 

34 

319 

81 

126 

23 

tlala»ote ... ... 

31 

2H 

3 

69 

36 

33 

193 

1 42 

193 

14 

Puri 

42 

32 

10 

35 

24 

11 

194 

63 

241 

21 

CHOTA S AG EUR PLATEAU 

! 3S 

28 

i 

7 

J 77 

t 24 

S3 

107 

i * 7 

120 

86 

Uazaiibasb 

1 32 

27 

5 

112 

5 41 

71 

113 

34 

138 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V. — Migration between the Province and other parts op India. 
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CHAPTER III. — BIRTH PLACE, 



Tlie figures for 1001 refer to Bengal as constituted In that year. 
Excludes 34.010 persons born and enumerated in Sikkim 
Figures lor French aud Portuguese sottlemcDU aro not available. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI.— Migration to and from Border Districts, Bengal — continued 
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CHAPTER III.— BIRTH PLACE, 



Northern Arftkan ... ... ... I \ Northern Arakau. 

Other Districts 28 16 12 I Other Districts . 



SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI. — Migration to and from Border Districts, Bihar and Orissa — concluded 
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CHAPTER IV. — RELIGION. 


Ckota Nagpur was in regard to the entry in the column of religion. Much 

doubt was felt, and many 
questions were asked both 
by supervisors and enu- 
merators as to whether 
certain castes should bq 
classified as Hindus or 
Animists. The general 
rule issued on this point 
was to the effect that 
every person who called 
himself a Hindu was to 
be entered as such. In 
the case of Oraons, 
Kharias, Mundas, Asurs 
and other purely aborig- 
inal tribes, there was no 
difficulty. I only came 
across two instances in 
which an Oraon claimed 
to be a Hindu : one was 
a Sub-Inspector of Police, 
and the other was a man 
who had risen above 
other members of his tribe and become the proprietor of two or three 
villages. Such persons were naturally recorded as Hindus, but in the 
case of other Oraons, apart of course from the converts to Christianity, the 
entry was Animist. The difficulty arose in dealing with castes which 
are, as it were, on the border line. I allude in particular to such castes as 
Chile, Gliasi, Turi, Lobar, Gond, Dorn and others. If you ask a person of 
these castes the straight question ‘ What is your religion. ’ he will probably 
reply that he . is a Hindu, or again if you ask him ‘ Are you a Hindu, ’ he 
will probably reply in the affirmative. If, however, you prosecute your 
inquiries further, and try to find out whether he observes any of the tenets of 
Hinduism, you will soon discover that his first answer was given merely 
as the result of ignorance, and that his superstitious and religious customs 
are much more closely allied to the Animistic religion of the Oraon and' 
Mitnda than to the religion of the Hindu. The entry in column 3 depended 
therefore to a large extent on the individual supervisor or enumerator. He 
interpreted the general order on the subject according to his own religion. 
The Hindus, such as they are, of these parts look down upon the border-line 
castes, and are not willing to admit that they are Hindus. Hence the enu- 
merator who was a Brahman or Kayasth or Rajput would record these 
persons as Animists. On the other hand, when the enumerator was an 
educated Christian, Oraon or Munda, he would record them as Hindus, 
accepting their bare statement. It was thus practically impossible to secure 
uniformity in this entry. Nor would a uniform entry be correct. In the 
more out-of-the-way parts of the district these castes are undoubtedly more 
Animistic in their religion than in the more civilized parts, and again 
individuals in these castes who have risen at all in the social scale have 
undoubtedly more claim to be regarded as Hindus.” 

438. In Bengal the Hindu element steadily diminishes as one proceeds 
eastwards. The most distinctively Hindu districts are 
‘T™ ° l found in AVest Bengal (the Burdwan Division), where 
Hindus represent 82 per cent, of the total population. 
In Central Bengal the proportion falls to 51 per cent., while in North Bengal it 
is only 37 per- cent., the minimum of 31 per cent, being reached in East 
Bengal. West Bengal contributes one-third of the total Hindu population of 
the province, and East Bengal a little over a quarter, while Central and 
North Bengal each account for under a fifth. Proportionately, the 'greatest 
number of Hindus is found in Midnapore (88 per cent.), and the smallest in 
the ChittaWng Hill Tracts (9 per cent.). Altogether, there are only ten 
districts in Which Hindus outnumber Musalmans, viz., the six districts of AVest 
Bengal, the 24-Parganas in Central Bengal, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri in North 
Bengal, and the Chittagong Hill Tracts : in the district last named, however, 
the Hindus are largely outnumbered by both Animists and Buddhists. The 
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CHAPTER IV — RELIGION. 


15 per cent. This decline may point to the absorption of aboriginals by 
Hinduism, natural in a district which borders on Bihar, an ancient home of 
Brahmanism, and in which the inhabitants are mostly semi-Hinduized ; more 
probably, however, it should be ascribed to the standard of the enumerators 
being different from that of 1901. Outside the Chota Nagpur Plateau, the 
advance of Animists is greatest in Purnea. where 29,97 i were enumerated as 
against 295 in 1901 : one-third of these were immigrants from the Sonthal 
Parganas. Their growth in Bhagalpur (from 3,060 to 22,515) is little less 
remarkable but here it is not dependent on immigration, the number of Animist 
immigrants being under 3,000, of whom 2,000 came from the Sonthal 
Parganas. 

453. A small minority of the Buddhists are Chinese, who have settled in 

Calcutta. Practically all the remainder are found 
Buddhi.vis. three widely separated tracts, viz., in the south- 

east of Bengal, in the extreme north of that province, and in Orissa. Their 

distribution is shown in the marginal 
statement, from which it will be 
seen that, so far from losing ground, 
Buddhism is making headway. 
The history of Buddhism in these 
three tracts is very different. In 
the south-eastern tract Buddhism 
is, to some extent, a survival of 
early Buddhism, which was intro- 
duced by Buddhists from Bengal 
or Bihar in the 10th century. 
When the Musalman conquest took 
place, a number of the Buddhists 
fled to the hills in the interior, where 
they converted the hill tribes. The 
majority of the Buddhists, however, 
are Maghs, mostly the descendants of Arakanese pirates who settled in Bengal 
during the 17t.li and 18th centuries, or of peaceful cultivators who migrated to 
Chittagong and the neighbouring districts at two different periods, viz., in 1638, 
when a revolution took place in Arakan, and at the close of the 18th century, 
when Arakan was conquered by the Burmese. The descendants of these 
later immigrants are known as Roang (i.e., Arakan) Maghs. There is also 
another class known as Rajbansi or Barua Maghs, who are the offspring of 
Magh mothers and Bengali fathers and have followed their mothers’ religion. 
Their Buddhism is strongly tinged both with Animism and Hinduism, but 
during the last half century there has been a revival, due to the' preaching 
of Buddhist priests from Burma, and a Buddhist association has been 
started in order to preserve the purity of their faith. 

454. The Buddhism of the northern area is also a curious mixture. Its 
adherents belong to three different races, viz., the Nepalese, Bhotias and 
Lepchas. The Buddhism of the Nepalese dates back to the days when it was 
the religion of Northern India, but it is overlaid with Hinduistic and Animis- 
tic beliefs and practices. The Buddhists of Nepal took over the \Vhole body 
of Animistic deities, both benevolent and malignant, while from the Hindus 
they adopted not only Saivism but also Saktism, with Tantric mysticism and 
the esoteric cult of female deities. The Buddhism of the Bhotias and Lepchas 
was introduced by Lamas from Tibetan monasteries, who travelled south and 
converted the people. In it can be traced the pre-Buddhistic beliefs of the 
Tibetans known as the Bonpo religion, which is little more than demonolatory. 
l ' The rites of religion are chiefly valuable in averting the anger or malice of 
an evil spirit, and all sickness is caused by such possession. The Bongtina 
or sacrificial priest is the cunning expert who indicates the offended demon, 
and prescribes the proper sacrifice of cow or pig or goat or fowl needed 
to appease him. As a perpetual offering to ward off danger, each household 
keeps a little basket containing rice and a small silver coin.”* If the family’s 
resources are so exhausted that they cannot keep the basket full, they will, 
in simplafaith, deposit a few grains of rice, wrapped up in a leaf, as a pledge to 
be redeemed when better days come. 

° Rev. J. Graham D.D., On the Threshold of Three Closed Lands. 
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Ti RAH. MGS'. 


There are three main sects of Jains known as Digambars, Swetambars 
and Sthanakdwasis. The Digambars hold that all the Tirthankars went 
about naked and that Maliavira himself prescribed absolute nudity, at least for 
ascetics ( sadhus ). They do not clothe their images and they divest themselves 
of their upper garments when eating : they also believe that women cannot 
attain Nirvana. The Swetambars. on the other hand, hold the doctrine of 
nudity, but assert that the use of white clothes was prescribed. They decorate 
their images with clothes and jewellery; and do not deny women the hope of 
salvation. The Sthanakdwasis (also known as Dhundias) are an offshoot of 
the Swetambars, Avho diLer from them mainly in denouncing idolatry, with its 
accompanying ritual and ceremony, and in denying the efficiency of pilgrim- 
ages as a means of shaking off the bondage of karma. In their view man can 
only attain spiritual development and final ^mancipation by self control, 
purity of conduct and self-sacrifice. 

458. The number of Brahmos in both provinces is 8,543 or only 372 

more than in 11)01, a fact which shows that this, 
sect is attracting few fresh recruits. The actual 

numbers, however, give no idea of the extent to which the Brahmo doctrines 
have spread. Though they have not permeated, they have profoundly 
influenced the intellectual Hindus of Bengal, and many thousands are 
Brahmos at heart, but not in name. With the diffusion of higher ideas, 
for which the Brahmo Samaj is partly responsible, aiid with the spread of 
English education and more frequent intercourse with Europe and America,, 
the modernist Hindu feels no particular necessity to secede from the main 
body of his co-religionists and enrol himself as a Brahmo. There is now 
a considerable body of persons, calling themselves or called by others Neo- 
Hindus, among who;n there is a place for a monotheist who desires to 
throw off the trammels of caste and to put his views of social reform into 
practice. There is greater tolerance towards the heterodox, and among the 
latter the spirit of revolt which led to the establishment of the Brahmo Samaj 
is dying out. The present tendency is for Brahmos to be re-absorbed in the 
main body of Hindus. Those who still proclaim themselves Brahmos are 
mainly townsmen; only 574 Brahmos were enumerated in rural areas, and 
1,529, or 43 per cent, of the total number, were inhabitants of Calcutta. 

There are three sections of Brahmos, viz., the Adi Samaj, the Naba- 
bidhan Samaj and the Sadharan Samaj. The Adi Samaj, or “ original 
association ”, lays greater stress on renunciation of idolatry than on social 
reforms, and keeps to the caste system so far as possible, i.e., so far as it does 
not conflict with religious belief. Its members call themselves Theistic 
Hindus, the main differences between them and other Hindus being that they 
are monotheists. The Nababidlian Samaj or New Dispensation, founded by 
Keshab Chandra Sen, is less conservative and more electic. It does not find 
inspiration only in Hindu works, but in the scriptures of other religions. The 
most progressive and influential section is the Sadharan (common) Samaj,, 
which repudiates caste distinctions and holds advanced views regarding social 
practices, such as the zenana system, the position of women, etc. This is, 
in fact, much more of a distinct sect than the other . two branches, and most 
Brahmos belong to it. Altogether 2,444 or over two-thirds of total number 
of Brahmos returned their caste as Brahmo, i.e.. they disclaimed the Hindu 
caste system, and most of them may be assumed to be members of the 
Sadharan Samaj. Of the remainder, more than half were Kayasths, and less 
than one-fourth were Baidyas : the members of other castes numbered 
only 237. 

459. The Arya Samaj is a sect which has made its appearance in the local 

returns of religion since the last census, and now 
Aioa Samaj. numbers 4,085. As is well known, this sect was 

founded by Dayananda Saraswati, who inculcated monotheism and proclaimed 
the infallibility of the Yedas. The Aryas claim the latter as authority for their 
tenets, and their aim is to purge Hinduism of rvhat they consider later accre- 
tions. They repudiate polytheism, idolatry and the sacrifice of animals, and, 
on the social side, denounce the evils of early marriage, have no objection to 
the remarriage of widows, and advocate the reform of the caste system. The 
Samaj has practically no adherents in Bengal, but has made headway in 
Bihar notably in Patna, where four-fifths of the total number are found. 
The establishment of the Samaj in this district owes its origin to Dayananda 
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maturity he began to compose verses, in the form of prayers to the 
deity, which his followers regarded as inspired and committed to writing. 
.These verses are in easy flowing Oriya, and it is said that their style 
would do credit to a scholar. At an early age he became a follower of 
Mukund Das, and on his death became one of the leaders of the sect. His 
disciples increased rapidly, especially in Sambalpur, where men of all classes 
and castes, except the Drahmans, embraced the new faith : a few Brahmans 
also threw away their sacred threads, but such cases were exceptional. In 
1880 Bhima Bhoi signalized his crusade by an outrage committed in the 
Jagannath temple. He was inspired by the belief that if the image of 
Jagannath was destroyed, it would convince the Hindus of the futility 
of their religion and they would embrace the true faith. In obedience to his 
command, a body of Kumbhipatias, mostly residents of Sambalpur, marched 
to Puri, and tried to break into the shrine of Jagannath. A struggle ensued, 
in which one of them was killed. Some of his followers fell away, partly 
on account of this failure and partly because of the conduct of Bhiina Bhoi 
himself. A woman with whom he consorted became pregnant, and Bhima Bhoi 
endeavoured to deceive his followers by telling them that the woman would 
give birth to Arjnn, who would root out all unbelievers. When the child was 
born, they found, to their surprise, that the woman had given birth to a girl. 
Bhima accounted for this by saying that it had been revealed to him that the 
child would be a female, who would destroy the unbelievers by means of her 
charms. The child, however, died a few days later. Bhima then gave out 
that she was a fairy, who quitted this world because she found it filled with 
vice. He was now deserted by a number of bis followers, who formed a 
separate faction, hut was still adored and honoured by the remainder. He 
eventually died in 18D5 at Khaliapali in the Sonpur State, which is a centre 
of the cult. 

462. The Kumbhipatias are divided into two sections, viz., the Sannyasis 
who are ascetics, and the Ashrikas or laymen. The former renounce the world 
and are celibates. Their life is moddled on that led by their master, the 
Mahima Swami. Like him, they beg from door to door, have no caste, and 
take their food only during the day-time at an open place beside a public road. 
They eat food cooked by people of any caste except a Raja, Brahman, 
Bhandari and Dhoba. and will not stay anywhere for more than a day, or beg 
twice from the same house. They do not bathe, have long matted hair, and 
wear only a girdle of bark or cloth. The Ashrikas or laymen do not renounce 
the world or married life, but, like certain monastic orders, wear clothes 
coloured with gem (yellow ochre). They do not observe Hindu ceremonies 
and will not eat anything between sunset and sunrise. Thejr do not kill any 
animal for food, but eat fish, and the flesh of goat and deer, if supplied by 
others. They remain in caste and observe caste restrictions, except as 
regards eating together, for one Kumbhipatia will eat with another without 
distinction of caste. A Kumbhipatia may marry one of the same caste who 
is not a Kumbhipatia. but where their number is sufficient, the Ashrikas in 
each caste tend to form a separate community, having no intercourse with the 
other members of the caste. Their marriage ceremonies are very ' simple. 
The marriage is performed on the road outside the bride’s house and is accom- 
panied by oblations to Alekh and invocations of that sacred name. They bury 
their dead in a sitting posture with the face to the east. Mourning lasts ten 
days, and on the eleventh day the family undergoes a ceremony of purification. 
They change their cooking pots, and wash their whole body, including their 
teeth, and all their garments with water in which cowdung has been steeped ; 
they also drink the urine of a calf mixed witly cowdung water. 

463. In several respects there appears to be traces of Buddhism in the cult, 
Bhima Bhoi himself called his guru, the Mahima Swami, an avatar of Buddha, 
and several indications of a Buddhistic belief have been brought to light by 
Babu Nagendra Nath Basu in his recent book Modern Buddhism in Orissa. 
According to information gathered by him, even the attack on the 
Puri temple was due to the desire to bring to light the image 
of Buddha, and he points out that the scriptures of the sect are full of 
Buddhistic references, such as the statement — “ In the Kaliyuga the devotees 
are passing their lives in disguise, though they have not yet seen the form of 
the incarnation of Buddha, in the hope that the gaddi (seat) of the Sunya will 
be established, in the Province of Bihar. The Alekh will, through his creative 



' ■? — Oil dd ‘(llGl') u89 ?- i O «} ' U > VIPP”H «-o; ovr ‘nwg uipuaSrjj | 

•mmio.u |«api ub paw mini pinpi mi opi.-un oj JnpJO in p;aoM ni(j mu; mnipi pjSnojq oi| }m[l hjs«o[(Oj 
psyujoq siq 05 pnupijdKo puo ‘[JiS b pan iCnq n ‘(.iai[b jjipi ipoq) unjppqn oav) puq jpisunq long imiiqg 0 

-!-’000‘SS UBl l? 8S9 I l ou IB pgptuitiso uooq ‘qoiij ut ‘s«q SBtp:diqquin}] jo .toquinu 
pjpi oqj ; •ipuuqii[B^[ puu pqqB.uBjj ’qipBuiq^y ‘u.iBqx: r j pq \uidtiog ‘.toqojxrp 
‘BqudsBQ ‘ptiBjq ‘pjmnjuoqQ ‘.tBqCuoo}] ‘CuBqq.uiiCBj^ ‘*zia ‘sopiig bssijq oqi jo 
.xoqxunu b iii sb j|9m sb ‘qoBipxQ ui oouo^sixo ui eq oi pres osp: ojb ioob 
0t[) JO (SlflVUl ) 89I.19JBBUOUI JO .lOqUUlU Y ‘StlAuQ SSBJO .10A\O] 9l[l SUOUIB 
pB0.xds BBq dtqs.iOAt qqojY pjqi poptodoj si p Q.iosiqB'j uto.nj •siunjo.i oqi xuoaj 
AB9ddB ppiOA\ uuqi .i9jB0.iS qoiuti st aoqumu .ttoqi piqi OAOtpq oj ‘.iOAOA\oq 
‘uosbg.1 bi o.xoqj, qBUBquoqQ puB .iBqCaoOAj ‘q.reSqiy jo soreig oqi pUB pt3uy 
‘.xndjuqureg jo Bptoptso.t o.ioax jsout uioqAV jo ‘ccj, A]uo bbav snsuoo oqi jb qons 
sb uoiSqo.t .xtoqi potuujg.t oqAv sBt'p:diqquui}[ jo joquitui jbjoj oqj, •qqj- 
•S9Aj08UI9qj SuOUlB 8UOIJO|.lJS0.t'0J8BO aoqjo OA.IOSqO JOU op Aotjl ‘801SBO atoqi 
ujqjiAv A.uutu Ajuo Aoqi qSnoqj, *squB.i .uoqj opt; pojquupB 0 . 1 B bojbbo |]b’ jo 
U 9j^ *utoqi A.ttiq ptq ‘gay jo Ajr.uid oqi m OAOtpq jou op Aoqi sb ‘pBop .ttoqi 
9JBUI0.1O jou op Aoqq qtBAB on jo 'o.ib suotpqqB outBmqBJjj pm; ‘puiui jo Ap.tnd 
si Ap.ind 011.11 piqi o.tB|oop Aoqi ostreooq ptq ‘oj;{ StuqBj A]ptoi.t 0 ApBiu .uoqa jo * 
.VB9J Aire st o.toqi ostreooq jou ‘oqp:q jott jjtav ‘surep oqi oqi] ‘ouiog •treuiqB.ig 
b jo osnoq oqi xu poqooo pooj jbo jott piA\ put: ‘sossoppoS pxtB spoS npuill oqa 
dxqs.tOAV joxt op sx'qjBdtqqiunAj ot| v | j •qjBtim:3Bp jo sqduioi oqi poqoBjjB ‘oaijoui 
stt[ .tOA 0 jBt[Av ‘puB ‘suputj-j oqj jo utojs^s sixotStjoJ oqj p9jiA0.i i?ptodo OABt| 
oj ptBS st *9 jsbo a\oj jo j|>)smtq 1 xotjj j Btiuqjj •snpiitj.j xopoqpio Xq posnoB.xd 
dtqs.xoAV jo sxu.toj oqj tsuibSb p.iqStOAxtt jhib ‘ut-nsXs ojsbo »t]i pnj.ionp ‘sossiqo 
ojppiui ptiB .ioavo] >>qq Ot p0|B9ddB SB(I p’unqnj^ •stiBiuqB.qj oqi p’uu tusinpxuj.j. 
O') XttSIUoSBIlIB Slto.ljs B JB0A9.1 JOOS >)t|q JO SOOl'JOB.td plXB »?.tOJBU| 9X|J J •ppj- 

•ot||Bqd jnq onsitjppiqj qou Apiutpion o.ib sottt.tjoop 
osotpp • qqojy p.qjBO o.iojo.ioqi st put: ‘.qqisso.tdxii .to fqqjstA aoxt st pxq 
‘X3.191I0 9 A |')B0.tO ltI.>S0.ullUUH) UB '10BJ Xtt ‘St |K)[J 'SltOItOUllJ .ttoqj .10 moqj 
tjjt.u pognttopt >)i| oi ion st ittq “ttotiB.tottoS' jo sttB3.to oqi A'q p.nsojtiiBut .to.wod 
uo'gsmt ub st ]K)*j *11011111 p’titx.is .iq Aunt o.t.u|i qSitoqi u.ia.i “uonB 0 . 10 o. 1 d jo 

ofqBdBOUt p9.i0pi!0.t 9.XB tiBttio.w put: iiBiu qoiq.w Aq 01 n.UA 10 . 100 ? B s.tojttoo non 
-BtJtltJ *q).liq JX0U oqi IB UOllBAJBS UtBllB pttB “UOISSBtl JBtlXOS XttO.lJ OO.tJ Oq 
l [{At .£oqi *uib3b u.toq oq o.tojo.toqj isttm put: U0.ippqo loSoq .t'oqi qSttoqi ‘ojn.t 
stqi OA.tosqo Aoqj j[ ’tuttAo oqi jo uonuzqn.ioj oqi .toj opputtoABj sjyxuod 
JB BOAi.tt .ti0i[-) qit.w 0 s.tno 0 .t 0 pu oabij A|uo isttm Aoqi ptq ‘UO4p[iq0 toSoq [>UB 
A-ubui .vuttt s.t0ijj() Jt *p:tni0ss0 si AoBqq.io loi.tis “pgiuniui .CjjBioods oqi .toq 
•O.xtsop qous jo 3ttj|00j aub ptotjit.tt *u()tpMoti03 jo stu:3.to oqi xto uouBjdutcuuoo 
poq-tosqu oi dii s.iA[ 0 stU 0 tji 0 a;3 01 o.\Bt| sBtiBtliqquinAj ttqi Suuuom Ajoaij 
• o.lisop |B11X0S ||B UI0.1J 00 .IJ St out) U0t[At p0UIB))B SI UO1J00J.X0J "SlOUllSUl |B11X0S 
siq sso.tdo.t ion s.top oq ositBOoq ’[itjuts st tit:j y *ti.toq04 oq 1011 pjuoqs 0110 l uop 
-BAJBS UIBllt: 0J ( -ttos siq UI p01BU.XB0tU0.l St .101|1BJ 0I|1 jo [ItOS 0t[J, -BAvopoj 
sb oq oi .tuoddu .Coqj ‘smiBdiqquinj.] ouios jo oou.qiyttoo oqi SuiujbS ui 
p9pO99011S Ot[AV ‘.tltdjBqlUBg JO .tBptUUZB]^ *f) *}[ Aq OpUUl SOUltlbllO Otjj U10.1J 
ptq ‘popqpui oqi 01 itjuo poptoAoa o.ib .?oqi sb “jogs oqi jo sjoqoq ouoioso 
oqi 3utp.tt:30.t uotiBiiuojut oj([Bi[0.i utBiqo 01 ipiotyip X[oui0Jixo si i] ‘vyp 

•pound A'[.IB9 UB IB BSS1.1Q 

puu .tiidSutr Bioqf) jo si.tx:d uj uotuutoo o.to.w ‘u.wouq [jo.tt si sb ‘surcp : suiup 
B.XBquiBStQ o.to.\t uotppB.ti oqi jo soSus opitu oqi ii:qi oamoofuoo oqi oj .imqoo 
puoj ‘pisuns .loij 1 : [Bom Am: oqui jou op ‘suiup oqi oqq ‘pm: ‘sisiqppiq] 
puu stttBp oqi jo q.iBS a\oj[oA oqi .u:oa\ .won SBin:dtqqmuA] oqi p:qi jobj oqj J 
•oo.ti piquing oqi jo q.tBt] oqi .ibo.w sojdmsqi sit] opBq oq.tt ‘tuny BttuqBj^ 

B oi oouoipoqo ui ssottpoqBtt jo ijiio otji dn o.\x:3 'qiSttoj p: ‘Aoqj^ *SB(J puuqnj^ 
jo ootiOB.td oqi osjtj sb.*a 'po.xoqmouto.i otj jjiav p ‘sttj) : possoaistp put: qojs 
.ti9t[i 3ttipuoi ‘sjso.toj oqi ui sistioq oqq po.ty otj.w s.touuts oqi 01 [Ujio.toni o.to.w 
pm: bssi.iq jo si0B.il Ajjiq oqi oj ouibo ‘ 00.11 b jo qjBq oqi .10 3n.t i: sb qoiuti 
os qijAt ssoupoquu .ttoqi .ioaoo 1011 pip oq.w ‘spuus soSt: Aj.ibo oqi ut p:qi Abs 
^ 0T IX ’StttBp .to sistqppuj] Aj.ibo tttji qp.w ttojioo’uuoo otttos 01 puod ‘sootioB.td 
ptoso.td .ttoqi sb [|oa\ st: ‘sBiiBdtqquinAj oqi jo suotppB.xi oqj ( \ppoiuiuuout 
oq uib3b ]| 1 av ttqppiqj pjqi odoq put: joqoq tti.ty oqi ut sAup .uoqi Stussud 
0 .U! Aoqi jooqog Btu:At:qB]^ oqi jo sisiqppiq] .toqio oqtq; “Sisiqppiq] A]dmts o.ib 
bbsuo p sp:Cq.ui;q oqi jo sisiuuBqpBtuiqBj^ oqj ( : st uotsn|ouon stq Ayot.t[f 
jPitoiiBdtottButo uiBip: snqi [jiav oq.w ‘sogjoAop stq jo jxtoS oqi 
.toj ‘Bqppnji jo uotpm.xBom oqi ut ‘3tuoq UBUtitq b jo uuoj oqi ottinsst: ‘.to.wod 


SIS 


’TOOT Hosts' JsNOUivmvA axv Nou.aunu.Kui 



iv 


ItKI.UiluN'. 


211 


The chief centre of pilgrimage is .loranda, where thoMahima Guru <ii(-cl and was- 
buried. Here an annual gathering is held on the full moon-day or Magh, whon 
the faithful Mahimas and also orthodox Hindus make offerings at his tomb. 
The otVerings childly consist of money, tobacco, cigars, <jhi and cocoanuts. The 
Guru was very fond of smoking, and hence tobacco and cigars an; considered 
the most acceptable oltbrings. The cigars, after being ottered, are distributed 
to the votaries, who smoke them as prustul. 

107. The members of the sect belong to a number of different Oriya castes, 
the most strongly represented being Ghasas, Koltas. Khaims, Gandas and 
Guilds : only three Brahmans returned themselves as Kumbhipatias. The cult 
is known indiscriminately as Alekli, Mahima or Kumbhipatia, the meanings 
of which have already been explained. The term Kumbhipatia, however, is, 
in some places, a misnomer. Tin* Mahima Guru is said to have told Ids 01 
disciples that they could wear cloth instead of bark. After his death the 
followers of Bhima Blmi and Gobind Has (another disciple) took to clothes 
dyed yellow, while others kept to the old custom. Other.-, again wore the 
yellow robe, but pul a bark girdle round the waint. 

108. One section, also called Alekh, which is reported from Puri, is 
said to In* distinct from other sections, but their doctrines seem 
much the same. Their founder ii mid to have been one Artratran Das, 
who flourished about (50 years ago. Like Bhima Bhoi, he preached the 
doctrines of Alekh, the formless one. and denounevd idolatry. Hi* similarly 
composed religious poems, besides giving utterance to mysterious sayings 
( maliku ). When disease, drought, etc., come, tin* people refer to these 
sayings as prophetic. Ilii immediate followers were given a stall’ and long 
conical cap to wear, and these insignia are worn bj their modern successors. 
He si*t up a number of ytulis or seats of the formless deity, which appear 
to consist merely of shapeless mounds of earth. Offerings made there were 
eaten together by his disciples without regard to caste distinctions, and this 
practice is still kept up to some extent. 

•10!). The Birsuits form, according to the census returns, a microscopic sect 
t in Chota Nagpur, but there is reason to believe 

that their number is really greater, for in one 
district, at least, those Mamins who described themselves as Birsaits were 
entered in the schedules as Animists. The founder of the cult was one 
Birsa, a Mumla. who was educated in the German Mission School at Chnibasa. 
He was apparently at first a Lutheran Christian, but aposfacized : as will be 
shown later, he derived a number of his ideas from the Christian teaching he 
had received. In 1SP5. while still a youth, he appeared in Ranchi as the 
preacher of a new faith, and his doctrines, which were largely political, spread 
rapidly owing to the agrarian unrest prevalent among the Mundas. For 
many years the latter had been seething with discontent in consequence of 
the encroachments of Dikkus, i.e.. foreigners (Hindus or Musaimans), who 
ousted them from their lauds and robbed them of cherished rights. There 
had been persistent agitation among them, as a result of which they put 
forward claims extending to the absolute proprietorship of the soil, subject 
only to payment of Government revenue. Tlfeir rights, it was urged, were , 
those of the first-comers inherited from their forefathers, the transmission 
of such rights being exemplified in the story of Abraham. This agitation — 
the Sardari Larai, as it was called — was at its height whon Birsa came 
on the scene. By representing himself as divine, he obtained unbounded 
influence, and under his control fell© movoment assumed a two-fold character, 
political and religious. He tried to stem the progress of Christianity among 
the aboriginals by forming a new religious sect or caste, to include, among 
others, perverts from Christianity. The main object of the movement however 
remained the' same, viz., the assertion of the supposed ancient rights of the 
aborigines in the soil and over the jungles, the motive idea being that by an 
organised revolt they would be able to upset the authority of Government.- 
and, by the institution of a reign of terror, compel submission to their 
demands. 

470. Birsa took advantage of a violent thunderstorm, when lightning 
struck the ground near him, to declare that he had received a divine message — 
an idea prompted, no doubt, by his memory of God speaking to the Israelites 
from Mount Sinai amid thunder and lightning. He followed this up by 
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CHAPTER IV. — RELIGION. 


by night in the jungle, always in different places, and with every precaution 
against surprise. The final' outbreak took place on Christmas Eve, 1899, 
when the Christians were attacked simultaneously in various places from 
Ranchi to Chakradharpur. The Birsaits burnt their houses and in the 
glare of the fi/es shot down with their arrows those who came out ; they were 
even bold enough to attack the European missionaries at various mission 
stations. The authorities took prompt action and the revolt was quickly 
suppressed, Birsa having, however, some skirmishes with the troops before he 
took to flight. There were a large number of women among his followers, who 
did good work in the fighting line. Birsa himself showed no lack of courage, 
but was never hit. On one occasion, he painted his face with gold saying 
that he was the Messiah, and exposed himself on a rock during heavy rifle 
fire to show that he could not be killed. Whenever any of his followers was 
struck, he invariably told them that it was due to the -weakness of their faith. 
Birsa was eventually tracked down and captured, but, before his trial was 
concluded, died in prison in June 1900 at the early age of 22 or 24. 

473. The Mundas had, and have, a firm belief in his supernatural powers. 
While he was in jail, no Munda believed he was really confined. They 
alleged that he had gone up to heaven, and that the authorities had only a 
clay figure in jail, vrhich they pretended was Birsa. When, after his release 
from jail, he disappeared for about nine months, it was given out that 
he had left the earth for a time, but would return again. Some Mundas 
even now do not believe that he is really dead, and steadfastly expect his 
return. There is said * to be a movement to induce his younger brother 
to revive the cult, but the latter has not the enterprise or enthusiasm of Birsa, 
and the Birsa religion seems doomed to die of inanition. 

474. A similar movement in the Sonthal Parganas is that known as the 

Kherwar movement. ICherwar, according to the 

Kheuwab movement. Santals, was their original name, and the aim of 

the movement is a return to the golden age when the Kherwars worshipped 
God (Chando) only and were undisputed lords of the soil. It appears to 
have been first noticed in 1871, when a Santal named Bhagrit (Hinduized 
as Bhagirath) set up as a religious teacher, exhorting the Santals to give 
up eating pigs and fowls, as well as the drinking of liquor, and to abandon 
the worship of Marang Buru for that of the one true God. The burden of 
his preaching, however, was that the land belonged to the Santals, and no 
rent should be paid for it. He used to have a tray loaded with grain carried 
round at his meetings and would ask who made the grain. The reply would be 
Chando or God. He would next ask “ Who cultivated the grain ”? The answer 
would be '‘MM cultivated the grain.” Bhagirath then would say : “ If we 
cultivated the grain and God made it, why should we pay rent ”? His 
adherents were to be known as Kherwars or Safahor (clean men), and were 
to rise at a given signal and drive all non-Kherwars, z.e., foreigners of all kinds, 
out of the land. After this he would reign over them, his subjects being 
called upon to pay a plough tax of one anna per plough and no rents or 
taxes. He was eventually arrested, convicted and imprisoned, and the move- 
ment collapsed. It has, however, been revived more than once, and from 
time to time new babajis have sprung up, who are credited with thaumaturgic 
powers, such as the power of curing disease, procuring ofispring for the 
childless, etc. There are still many Safahor in the district, who will not eat 
pigs and fowls or drink intoxicating liquor, but worship Mahadeo and never 
kill animals except in sacrifice. In this and other respects there is a decided 
tendency to adopt Hinduistic practices, but many of the babans have been 
pervert Christians and their teaching shows traces of Christian influences. 
The movement is especially apt to revive in times of scarcity when the people 
attribute their misfortunes to their having fallen from a state of pristine 
purity when they worshipped only one God.* 

475. There are altogether 2, 01S Jews in the two provinces, of whom 1,919 

are resident in Calcutta. They consist of two 
,E " S ' main classes, viz., domiciled Jews and Asiatic 

immigrants. Among the former a certain number are European Jews, some of 


Further details will be found in the Sonthal Parganas Gazetteer, pp. 145 — 157. 
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in Bihar ami Orissa ;irn Human Catholics, while Presbyerians account for one- 
tenth in tin* former and for 7 pm* cent, in tlm latter province. 

181. Tim domination Anglo-Indian is used, under tlm orders of tlm Govorn- 
Am, 1 " Im-iw-. »1’ India, for tlm community of mixed descent 

hitherto known as Eurasians. From tlm preced- 
ing remarks it will lie seen that their number is really greater than that 
shown in the returns owing to persons who had no title to that designation 
entering themselves as European*. On the other hand, there is reason 
to believe that a small number of Indian Christians returned them- 
selves as Anglo-Indians. In some eases the names by which they arc 
baptized, e.y., David or Samson, lend themselves to such deception, hut in 
other cases it is not easy to pass themselves oil* a* Anglo-Indians under the 
scriptural names given them by missionaries. There is consequentlv a 
tendency to abandon names like dob. Benjamin, etc., and to assume European 
(especially Scotch) names. Since .1001 the number of Anglo-fmliaiis in the 
two provinces has risen by 10 per cent., though there has been a small 
decrease in Calcutta. 

IS2. The Homan ( ’atlmlie ( hureh has by far t he greatest number of Anglo- 

Indian adherents in either province, the proportion 
being AS per cent, in Heiigal and no per cent, in 
Bihar and Ori.isi. The Church of Kngland follows next with a percen- 
tage of .'id and ;t7 per cent., respectively : .nearly all the remainder are 
either Baptist*. Met lei lists or Presbyterians. Com pared with 1 00 i the 

, Church of Koine has a gain of 1,770 persons 

among this community, while the English 
Church has lost l>70. This change is mainly 
accounted for by Calcutta, when.* Homan 
Catholics are more numerous by JL.d-JO and 
Anglicans are less numerous by 1.22J) than 

they were ten years ago. 

188. The figure* for Anglo-Indians include the Feringis of Eastern Bengal,. 

who number I.dUd and are mostly resident in 
Baekergunge, Si>;ikh;ili and Chittagong : all but 14 
were returned as Homan ( ‘at holies. They are descendants of tin* Portuguese 
pirates and adventurers, who either swept the seaboard in their own galleys 
or were retained as gunners in the service of the Xawabs of Bengal. They 
intermarried with the women of the country, and their descendants are now 
scarcely distinguishable from their native neighbours. In some parts they 
relapsed into paganism, and were only reconverted about half a century ago. 
In Noakhali they have given up marrying non-Christians and retain their 
Portuguese names, though these have become corrupted, e.y.. Manuel is now 
Mann and Fernandez is Fenian. In Chittagong they form connections with 
Magh and Musalman women, but do not marry them unless they are baptized. 
The children inherit the names of their fathers, whether they are the offspring 
of concubines or not ; if illegitimate, public acknowledgment by the parents 
entitles them to aliment and recognition. In manners and habits they 
resemble natives, and they are even darker in colour. Their religion, dress 
and names are practically the only things that distinguish them from their 
neighbours. They adopt English Christian names, but the surnames are still 
Portuguese, such as DeBarros, Fernandez, DeSouza, DeSiiva, Rebeiro, 
DeCruz, DaCosta, Gonsalvez. etc. 

484. There is anothor small community of Feringis near Geonkhali in the 

Midnapore district, who are descendants of some 

I'Eni.vdis ok Mid.v.vi'oiik. Portuguese gunners whom the Raja of Mahisadal 

brought from Chittagong in the latter half of the IStli century to protect his 
property against Maratha raids. These soldiers of fortune settled on some 
rent-free land which the Raja gave them, and intermarried with the women 
of the country. Their descendants relapsed into paganism and acquired an 
evil reputation as thieves and robbers, though visited occasionally by Roman 
Catholic priests. In 1838 they were visited by the Revd. J. Bower and 
Mr. R, Hamfray, the former of whom described them as " nominal Christians 
with scarcely any sign of Christianity except a few images of the Virgin Mary 
and Saints, no public worship or prayer, no scriptures, no sacraments. A 
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31,9:11. In Kanohi Mm proporf ional growl h since !!)()] has boon 42 puv cent. 
ami Mm converts now number 177, Hi or 18 per cent. of tlm population: 
them are, in fact, morn Mian twice a.s many Indian Christians in this district 
as in tin* wlioln of Bengal. 

188. All tlm Mirnn missions at work in Ranchi have aliarnil in the 
increase, Imt Mm greatest advance lias immi mail(« by tlm Homan Catholic 

Church, Mm nmmimrs of which now ont- 

m ’- 1> " uumimr Mm Hiitlmrau.s. an shown !„ tho 

■ " !»:“ ».!* maririn. Tlm spread of Cliristinnity in 

Mm adjoining ‘State of CJangpuris perhaps 
orou morn remarkable. In 11)01 t hero 
worn only 1.758 Christians in tlm State, hut tlm numlmr has now risen to 
.TU>!»-\ and, im.\t to Kanclii. is creator than that returned by any district or 
State in either Province. The work in tliis State is mainly an extension of 

that carried on in Hanclii ; two-thiids of tlm converts are Homan Catholics 

nearly all the remainder being Lutherans. 

I8‘.t. As a rule, persons converted toChristianity were returned as ,l Native 
Itvo— K,„v, < ’liristians,’’ and their caste of origin was not 

entered m tlm schedules. In the cast* of converts, 
however, veermted from among the Iftmalavan races or from aboriginal tribes 

in Chota Nagpur and tho 

«tw. T.uiu. '""[IZi 1 t'ss««i»i ' Southal Rarganas. tho name 

of the caste, tribe or race is 
i commonly retained, and 

0UUU1.IM. lUNf'lll-, , l-l’t. • , . . 

1 there was no objection to 

jiui.r ... .i i o luir ... I its I icing entered m the 

orl'Hi id ( V ’.i« schedules. The marginal 

tamtm . . l>» kunl ~ ** J ht»lt('UU*llL glWS details 0£ 

Man**? . 1 Tati the munlievs so returned, 

KhMin.iuirO i- i >• * .r, .. .. :e trim i wtncii it will h(< seen 

nilotu ‘ 1: how largely the aboriginal 

-uuu»*r ... 33 races hulk among the con- 

(.turn .. .* i; M«,u 33; ) \erts. in Jiihnr and Orissa 

nthm IM ... 1 til ul.iVr'.i . T the Christian community 

olrr ‘“ ' “ H inchub'S U2J-M Oraons, 

;r Msc.muwu SO. a 08 Mundas, 28,400- 

v-turlal iltAri i . i*)7 Mutili .. •• * Kliarias and Santals, 

Maltll • »• Ho . 1 x.t f ,, . , i 

i(u,i,i .. 4r or.oii .. m 3 and ttie.se lour races »e- 

-■ a ::{ 4i tween them account for 

fliiS,,, .' i: 17 0-1 * 1 ‘* nearly nine-tenths of the 

irluV^itoi'" i.-ii I Indian Christians. In Dar- 

71 bT\ti> | ^ jneling tho Lepchns have 

B4.KCIK. T.X°1U :: ::j ‘jm.l shown the greatest readi- 

onoa 41.013 ua.^hn.ii .'I “ Jim ness to accept the Christian 

Mu “' u - - 0, ‘ w °'- her * 23 faith, but little progress 

has been made in wanning 

over the Nepalese races. In addition to the 1,240 persons who returned 
themselves as Lepchas by race, there were 1,5!)8 persons recorded simply as 
Native Christians whose language was Lcpcha, thus giving a total of 2,888 
Lepchas or more than two-thirds of the total number of Indian Christians in 
the district. 

400. One reason why tho aboriginal tribes are more receptive of Chris- 
tianity than other communities is that a convert to , 
t.u.! i i, ,, ) i, „) .. Christianity is not so completely cut off from his 
relations and friends. In parts of Eanclii, for instance, where the Christian 
community is strongly represented, not only have their heathen brethren no 
objection to eating with the Christians, but a renegade Christian can be 
re-admitted into his original tribe. A further attraction is the hope of obtain- 
ing assistance from the missionaries in their difficulties and protection against 
the coercion of landlords. Keenly attached to their land and having few 
interests outside it, they believe that the missionary will stand by them 
in their agrarian disputes, and act as their legal advisers. It must not 
be imagined that Christian missionaries hold out such offers as an inducement 
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anil were more or loss fum'd to eat together, hut such harsh methods were 
not entirely crowned with success. The more successful way has been to try 
Uy education to raise the social status of the Bhratrigan.”* With this laud- 
aide object, they have been forbidden to carry on their old industry or to cat 
the flesh of animals that have died: they have been taught to weave coarse 
cloth, to keep their houses clean, and to send their children to school.. 


the August, inians and Jesuits appeared on the scene in the second half of the 
sixteenth century and made their headquarters in lloeghly or at Handel in its 
neighbourhood. From this centre the Jesuits sent out several missionaries. 
One penetrated the Stuidarbans, and another went to Chittagong, where ho 
was put to death. By 1605, hov.ever, a mission had been established in the 
latter district, while in 1020 a branch was set up at Patna, where the Mughal 
Viceroy of Bihar secretly embraced Christianity. In 1082, lloeghly was 
captured and sacked by the Mughals. one of tho reasons assigned fpr the 
attack being their anger at the success of the missionaries in proselytizing. 
Some of the priests were slain, and others carried oil’ captive to Agra, but 
the August inians returned a few years later and have since lived at Bandel. 
The Capuchins, to whom Tibet and Nepal were assigned as a mission field, 
made ( 'haudernagore their headquarters in l "(Kb Within a few years they 
extended their operations first to Patna, then to Patan in Nepal, and finally 
to Lhasa itself. The missionaries at Lhasa were driven out in 1745, 
and fell back on Patan, where they had received grants of land 
from the Newar Kings ami succeeded in making a number of converts. 
They were not long left in peace, for in 1709 they were expelled by tho 
less tolerant Curkhas. who had overcome the Newars and made 
themselves masters of Patan, Katmandu and tho whole Nepal valley. They 
then retired with their surviving converts to Bettiah, where tho 
Capuchins had been in residence since 1715; one of them had obtained tho 
favour of the Baja of Bettiah by curing his wife of a serious illness and had 
received a grant of land. The Baja gave tho refugees an asylum and allowed , 
them to settle both in Bettiah and Chuohari, where the mission has maintained 
its existence till the present day. 

4 ‘.15. Protestant missionaries did not appear in Bengal till about two cen- 
turies after the Jesuits and Augustinians began their labours. The first Pro- 
testant missionary was Kiernander. who settled in Calcutta in 1758. and the 
first organized mission was that started by the Baptist Missionary Society, 
which in 1798 sent out Carey and Thomas to Bengal. The success of this 
mission is sufficiently attested by the fame and achievements of the faithful 
hand who laboured at Senunpove, then a Danish settlement. They were the 
•first to translate tho Christian scriptures into the different languages of 
India. They established the first schools for non-Christian children in the 
north of India, and tho first college for the education of native catechists, 
published the first native newspaper in India and printed the first books 
in Bengali. In 1796 the London Missionary Society was started, and two 
years later its first missionary appeared at Chinsura, which was under 
Dutch rule. The Church of England did not attempt direct mission- 
ary work till the next century, for till 1818 missionaries were prohibited 
from residing in the Company’s territory, and it was not till 1814 that the 
episcopal see of Calcutta was founded. From that time the work of the 
Church of England developed steadily, its chief agencies being the Church 
Missionary Society, which sent out its first representative in 1814. and the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which in 1820 started by sending 
out Dr. Mill as head of the Bishop’s College at Calcutta. The first mission- 
ary of the Church of Scotland >vas Alexander Duff, who in 1844 devoted 
himself to the evangelization of rural districts, such as Nadia and Hooghly. 
Next year a Lutheran mission, known as Gossner’s Mission, was started in 
Ranchi. 

.494. The limits of space preclude an account of the subsequent develop- 
ment of mission work, but one feature may perhaps be alluded to here, viz., 


192 
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l’lie pioneers of Christian missionary enterprise in Bengal. Bihar and 
Orissa were friar* or priests belonging to tho 
August iniun, Jesuit and Capuchin orders. Both 
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North of: India Church Missionary Gleaucr, November 1909. 



‘rnjuiBTBT ur ■raouBji xu suoijbjs SuxuioCpB xxio.ij no peuaxo osjb si 

3TJOAV puB pe^BijB Sesq oouis sxq quo qnq ' l i 06 I u ! 9 4 B 4 S l " °eiS 

■xioissiui etfi •Sgg'SS 9 4 ^ 9 -^b mou uoiuuuiuxoo oxjj jo ^ 

‘.xndSuBf) m pauiBqqo xieeq 8B13 ssooous .193B0.1S u9ao qnq 4 Sr ’ 

Aq p9SB9.T0ux BBq'qoi.qsip sxxjj xii S3.10AUOO 30 .leqxunu eq 4 “ ' ^ gI J BSno 

Sui.iiiq • 3-181 901118 paqsiiqxqso rooq suq uoissim b o.xaxp l 3 . . 0 

PUB .VBqtg m 9 SU(J. 19 ? U 9 A.ibuoisbiui 0130133x0 30 a ^ 9 ° 3.1 i 

1 *- u -aaa-t 01 dn qiiioo aaqxumi .119x33 saop jbsuoh 

10 louxsip .101330 oxt xit ‘OOo 1 ! 9.iodBupi]\r Aq pxiB ‘x|0B9 000 S 4Uoqx- q4J A ' 

sbub^bj-Vs 9 tI 3 P™ mpBK Aq ‘ 000 ‘T’ q 3 iAv« 3 WO*l 

SI qo ii[av ‘jox.xjsxp SIX33 UI soijoqjuo ubuioj iixipuj 000 IT • 0 .n> 

‘.iaxj^e’go^^Y -boobq xii siio.iaiuiiu jsoui 9.ib Aeqj 9.i9i{A\ ]x§ 3 . P J 

.loqxunu 3x303 aq3 30 xj3jxj-0uo 3iioqB A3110 '3 ueo -sxorwire ohohxyo nykoh 
•xed SS Aq ‘-®-* l Zfl l Zfl °4 66 S ‘06 " 0S F S,U I ann T eomQ . qfif 
80110x33x0 ubiuoj 9tuoo9q 9ABX3 013AV suxipuj 3O.i0qxumi oq3 1061 ■ .0 ' 

H H J * -poq 30 136.1x1x30 eq '4 pm* ‘uoissxk 3 8 F 1 D J° 

9 X {3 *381.1130 JO sajdxosiQ 0x33 ‘uoxsstpj 0138139S11BA333 juguaj 9q3 ™ T ' n S ri9UOiaiioxu 
xjBqizxidaji 0133 ‘u9.u330.131 uodQ 0x33 ‘uoissxjv puoAog suoi,o8 j II P • 
eq Auxu U10X33 guoxxiB : jBuoi3Buimou0pim A33SOU1 0JO suoissiui . ■ 140 

■A301OOC A.xbuoxssxjv xiopuoq 9133 dxx daoq s3SI3BUOX3B§0.x§u°O H4 (-.) 1.4 

‘uoisstjv uBAojsoyjv 0133 puu ‘uoxssxpf X30.111110 judoosidg 3 Bipoi 33 iv 33 ■ 

jxdbosidq 3sipoq30jv; xiBOi.ieuiy 0x33 111B3111BU1 S3Sipoij39j\[ 0T IJ, (0) • ••**: 

puujSuj 30 130.1x1x30 xiBi.t03Aqs9.1j 8x33 puu ‘uoxssxk pxtB3300g ,T° M • 10 * ^ 

p93Uin 0X33 0.IB SIIOISSIXU UBI.i03AqS0.IJ .101] 30 *59X3XS.X9AXU£1 X]SI44 •& II ' J] ? n 

-3.10'ddns SI qOIXJAI ‘UOISSI3V S9I31S.I0A1UQ 0133 ptlB ‘(130.111x30 0T I4 J° S P1^Q ^ ' P 
p93.xoddns Suioq S31 xuo.ij pe33fio os) xioissipj pjuiQ 0133 soprx] 011 ! T 1 ■ . 

‘iioissnvT puBQOOg jo qo.mqo 0133 03 gnojoq A33SOUI sxiBX.x03Aqs9.1J 0 J . , {.) 
•puB3B92; A\9]q pus B13B.13SHY 380^ ‘P uu I su99n b ‘ S0 I U AV ’I4 ll °y AV £*- -‘ m yj 
‘BUB.qsriY qjnog ‘-zia ‘suoxssixu UBISB3B.13S11Y P-M9A9S pxiB UOISS13V p £) 3 l • 10 

UB0I.I9XUY 9I I4 ‘uoissxw 3S13CIB33 00.1 j iiBoi.iouiY 9T I4 ^4 9 ] 00 S • • ' • -3 

,s,, 4 « a IpnoT mp *£ e lii W m (0 '“YZ'Z ^ 

p0.iinl»0.i spunj 0133 33x1 riqoxij xu 0SIB.1 03 s.i 9 puxxoj S31 jo 11013 3 1 . 

9 SllB 09 q •S3B3UBg 0l[3 03 UOISSXJV 9 UIOJI UBipiIJ 0T|3 SB IIASOIIJ 3 ■ I 

9 X{T •SBUBg.lBJ 3BI{3UOg 0x33 UI S.l03.lBXXbpB9H sax SB!] q° I-) • - 3 ^ 

UB. 10 XI 31 VT UBIABUipUBOg 0 I [3 puB l S 93 B 3 g gul.xxloqqgigu 0133 pu° - nl -° L X 3 KD • 

p 93 B.t 3 11901100" A31UBUI si qoii[A' ‘uoissj3\r uB.x0X|3ii r f iBoqaSuBA^q UBU . o IT _ 
saipoq xiu.i9q3n r i oxjj (g) •uoissi]\r bubuo^ pmqSuj jo qo.niqO «qi l - 3 

‘iioissii^ A’3is.i0Aiu£i uqqiiQ 0133 puu uoissij\r p.xojxQ 9, 13 ‘30OSOO 0133 J • ’ 

-o.ij "0133 .ioj A - 30ioog 0131 ‘A39ioog A.iBUOissipj 130.1x1130 91 I 4 ' 1 P° 4 ° * * • 

uoiuxuuuioo UB013SUY °qx (sj ’ S 3 °H 4 S !P oSuuS.iojobj puB l300B 33 33 

osxb puB ‘BMnstiixio puu 3 9 pxiBC[ ‘B 33 X 103 BO 3 « soqo.ixiqo sxxavo xioxssxxu siqj 
•boq jo doqsiqqo.iY 9 q4 03 93Buip.ioqns si oi[A\ MndBqA]^ jo doqsij 14 ‘ 1 

pa.i93SiuiuipB "si xfotijAv ‘iioissijv 0S9iiSii3.ioj 0133 si 0.10133 ‘9S0q3 03 «°J 3 .P 1 1 

■ 0 OUIAO.I j 0S03O.1AX 0133 jo sutqoxidBO 0133 03 pguSissu 9.10X3CTS 0x33 s | 

‘3Bdo vj puB i[Bi339{[ jo ot303SodY 0.ux3O9j0.ij 0133 J° s.iO3.n:nbpB0i[ oqj ’* 

.1033x30x33 : xfBi339cj j)UB pBquqB33Y J 9 sdoqstj UBSB.xjjxig siq jxxib “Y i 
doqstqqo.iy 0133 .xopitix si .xuqigj -033111100 J^xib 2110SB33X130 ‘Buquj q^uisiioi 'IV 
‘quqquojq ‘boobq .10.10 S3H103X9 boobq jo doqsi<| 0133 jo Xiox30x35s1.n1, KL 
‘q.iOAi 3B si uoissijv xnqxjv 0x33 S301.13S131 0S0133 xuq3jA\ : .xuqeQ X30000 1 
xijbxjsCbj ‘.xiiclguBj ‘uxxSiBdjBp ‘B353BJV ‘u.igojf ‘.xndCBiixQ ‘.indpi.xuj ‘pBqupxqs.x jv 
‘BiqnxfAj ‘o.iossop -uipujq jo S30X.X3S131 0133 sosi.idiuoo .ib.oUuijsi.iaj J°^ 989 .11 

eqX •.luSuuqsi.iAj puu boobq 31: scloqsij uuSBapug Aq 3193SISSB si jiub x.ssi.xo 
puu .ind]u§BX[Q ‘.indgujj B3oqo sb jjoai sb jbSuoq jjb A33B0130B.UI 5 °a° 30.1311 
B0SIO.I9X9 B331103UO jo doxjstqqo.iy 9qj, -suoijoijjsr.iixl! jboijsbisojooo ^xuaiojjoj 133 
UITJ3LU 0XUOO suoissiux 0x33 i{oxi{av hi ‘qo.uiqo oijoqjuo ubxuoj eqj, (j) ■■ saiojj J 
sb 0.1B S 90 UIAO.IJ oa\3 9if3 ui q.xOAV 3B A\oxx seipoq judxouud 01]X S6P 

a ^ ■ 1 ' -UBl§0AX.XO]q 

B puB 9XIBQ B Aq pOpUXIOJ SBAV SBUBg.lBJ 3BX]3UOg 0 q 3 JO SJB^XlBg^ 9 XJ 3 
gllOUIB UOISSIJV UB.I 0 I{ 3 U r 3 UBIABUipUBOg 9 XJ 3 OJIIJAI ‘SUBXAB.XOJV O.IOAI SB.^ l.JXUlIJJ 
9X{3 UX S9I.IBU0ISSUII 3UB3S03O.XJ 3S.iq 0XJ3 ‘ SUBUX.X 9 Q Aq JIOUXIBXU SBAV XIOISSIJV 
XIB.I 0 X{ 3 tl r [ [BOqoSuBAJJ UBUI.X00 01J3 SB UAVOUq AVOXI ‘llOISSIJV S ( .X 0 USSOQ • 9 P 9A ^S 
B SB AI .XOpUBU.IOIAJ -8x1013x31 0 . 19 AX SXXXqOXldXO 9 XJ 4 ‘q°U 9 .XJ puu SUBIJBJJ 9 S 01 BO 
-nj.ioj Ajjsoui 9.X9AV sjinsop 9x33 ‘ 8 S 9 ixgn 3 .xoj o.xoax siiBixiqsngny oq.J. xu^t.xo 
qsQi.iQ-uou jo U99q 9 abx[ AjixiBijsx.iqo jo s.xoouoxd 0x33 jo Aubxu 3x133 30BJ 0x33 


■zzz 


•SJ. 03 S XT MV S 5 TOV 5 X MV 1 .XSUIH 0 




.Jesuit mission was started at Mahuadand in 1895, the number of converts 
.(7,703) has fallen off slightly during the last decade, but Champaran, with 
.2,358 Indian Christians, shows a slight advance. The only other district 
with -over 1,000 converts is Singhbhum, where work has been carried on by 
the Jesuits for over 40 years : here the Church of Rome has made no 
headway during the last 10 years. 

497. The Lutherans come next to the Roman Catholics in numerical 

Li thebaxs. strength, but their distribution is far more localized, 

all but about 1,000 being found in Bihar and Orissa. 
In this Province two-thirds (75,581) are inhabitants of Ranchi, where the 
•German Evangelical Lutheran Mission has been established since 1845. It 
was originally known as Gossnev’s Mission, but in 1869 it was split up into 
two sections, one of which joined the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 
During the last 20 years it has had remarkable success in proselytizing. The 
number of its converts increased from 19,000 in 1891 to thrice that number/ 
in 1901, and since then there has been an addition of 18,000 or 33- per cent. 
The operations of the mission have also been extended to Gangpur, where 
-there are now 11,000 converts. Nearly 5,000 Lutherans are found in the 
Sonthal Pargauas, where the Scandinavian Lutheran Mission was established 
in 1867. There is also a community of Lutheran Christians numbering 4,000 
in Singhbhum, while 2,000 are fouud in Manbhum. 

498. The number of Indian Christians belonging to the Anglican Church 

Anglican' Common ion. '‘ a only half that of the Lutherans and rather more 

than a third of the number of Roman Catholics. 


■Since 1901 they have increased by 14,648 or 41 per cent., and the increase 
would have probably been greater had it not been for a change of classifica- 
tion. At the last census persons who returned themselves simply as Protes- 
tants without specifying any particular denomination, and whose denomination 
■could not be traced by subsequent inquiries, were grouped with members of 
the Anglican Communion, it being thought that the majority of persons 
who returned themselves as Protestants were members of the Church of 


England. It was however ascertained that this was not the case, and that 
many Dissenters also use this vague designation. Accordingly, at this 
census, they have beeu classified under the head “ Protestant (Unsectarian 
or sect not specified)”. 

499. In Bengal, the Indian members of the Anglican Communion are most 
numerous in Nadia 15,746), the 24-Parganas (4,774), Calcutta (2,908) and 
■Jalpaiguri (2,128) : the aggregate for the rest of the Presidency is under 2,500. 
There has been a slight growth in the 24-Parganas, but the Christian com- 
munity is stationary in Nadia, while Calcutta shows a decrease. In Jalpai- 
•guri however, the Anglican Christians have increased by 27 per cent., mainly 
•as the result of a Christian colony which was established for Santals in the 
\V estern Duars about 20 years ago. The area reserved for this colony is 14 
■square miles, which was at first covered with dense reed jungle and infested 
by wild beasts. It is now divided into ten villages, each of which has a head- 
man chosen by the villagers. The affairs of the colony are managed by a 
■council of headmen, presided over by the native pastor. At the present time 
there are about 1,500 Christian and 500 other colonists, all of whom are Santals. 
Those who are not Christians sign a pledge to abstain from intoxicating drink 
and heathen sacrifices, and to abide by the rules of the colony. Every 
acre of available land is under cultivation, the people are prosperous, and 
the colony is self-supporting*. 

500. There are comparatively few converts in Bihar and Orissa outside the 
districts of Ranchi, the Sonthal Pargauas, Singhbhum and Hazaribagh, which 
between them contain 30,000. Five-sixths of this number are aboriginals in 
Ranchi, where there has been a growth of nearly 11,000 or 82 per cent, since 
1901: the i - atio of increase is far in excess of that attained by any other mission 
in this district. The' number of converts has also been nearly doubled • in the 
Sonthal Parganas, where the Church Missionary Society has been established 
since 1862, and it has been more than doubled in Hazaribagh, where the Dublin 
.University Mission started work in 1892. In Singhbhum, which is under the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the number of tin) Christian is very 


Jalpaiguri District Gazetteer, pp. 44-45. 
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KKUUION. 


Sir Alfred I.yall, it signifies not exclusively religion, lint also a country and 
to a certain extent, a race. 11 When a man tells me he is a Hindu. Iknow 
lie means all three things taken together — religion, parentage and country. 
Hinduism means a civil community quite as much as a religious associa- 

tion. A man does not become a Hindu. Imt is horn into Hinduism.”" 

oOti. The definitions which have, from time to time, been propounded lay 

stress on one or other of these three aspects. 

1 S 1 1 lo'.i il>* * * § UlMH'l-M. i'i t »ir »r || • ii , _ 

hlsrw hms iSir Allivd Lyall virtually defines 
Hinduism as the employment of lhahman priests — " A man is not a Hindu 
because he inhabits India, or belongs to any particular race or state, but 
because he is a Brahmanisi ". Barih, again writes: “The sectarian or neo- 
Brahmanie religions, which we embrace under tin 1 general designation of 
Hinduism, constitute a fluctuating mass of beliefs, opinions, usages, observ- 
ances, religious and social ideas, in which we recognise a certain common 
ground-principle, and a decided family likeness indeed, but from which it 
would lie very dillicult to educe any accurate difinition. At the present 
time, it is next to impossible to sav exactly what Hinduism is, where it 
begins and where it ends. Diversity is its very essence, and its proper 
manifestation is " sect,” sect in constant mobility, and reduced to such a 
state of division that nothing similar to it was ever seen in any other 
religious system. "f In this passage Baith lays stress on the religious aspect 
of Hinduism, but elsewhere he emphasi/t s its social system as its character- 
istic feature. " In sectarian India at present, and since the appearance of 
foreign proselytising religions, caste is the express badge of Hinduism, 
’l’he man who is a member of a caste is a Hindu ; he who is not, is not a 
Hindu. And caste is not merely the symbol of Hinduism ; but, according 
to tin* testimony of till who have studied it on tin* spot, it is its stronghold. 
It is this, much more than their creeds, which attaches the - masses to these 
vague religions, and gives them such astonishing vitality.”* 

One Hindu writer describes Hinduism as a collective name for a 
group of religions, but points out that obedieiiee to its social laws is the real 
criterion. " The path pointed by Vaislinavistn is different from the path 
pointed by Saivaism ; both of these, again, differ from the path pointed 
by Yedaiitisni. Yet all who follow these and other paths are Hindus. 
There is probably no religion in tlu* world which allows so much freedom of 

religious conviction Hinduism, in fact, is more a social than religious 

organisation. It includes all shades of faith — monotheism, pantheism, agnos- 
ticism. atheism, polytheism, and fetishism. So long as a Hindu conforms 
to the customs and practices of his society, he may believe what ho likes. §” 
Sir William Hunter similarly defined Hinduism as being a social league and a 
religious alliance. " As a social league, it rests upon caste, and has its roots 
deep down in the race elements of the Indian people. As a religious alliance, 
it represents the union of tho Yedic faith of the Brahmans with Buddhism on 
the one hand, and with the ruder rites of the non-Aryan peoples on the other 

Hinduism is not only a social league resting upon caste; it is also a 

religious alliance based upon worship. As the various race elements of the 
Indian people have been welded- into caste, so the simple old beliefs of the 
Veda, the mild doctrines of Buddha, and tho tierce rites of the non-Aryan 
tribes, have been thrown into tho melting-pot, and poured out thence as a 
mixture of precious metal and dross, to be worked up into the complex 
worship of the Hindu gods'.” 

507. Since the first census of 1872 attempts have been made by 

the census authorities in Bengal to evolve a 
The census authorities ash definition of Hinduism, but without much success. 

In 1872, Mr. Beverley wrote : — ‘‘It is difficult to 
say where the line should be drawn which is to separate the pure Hindu from 
the low castes which have adopted some or other form of Hinduism. The 
problem can only be satisfactorily solved by a clear definition of what we mean . 


* Asiatic Studies, Vol. II, p. 288. 

f The Religious of Iudia (1882), p. 153. 

J The Religions of India (1882), Preface p. XVII. 

§ Hindu Civilization under British Rule, Vol. I, pp- 77, 87. 
11 Brief History of the Indian Peoples, pp. 96, 98. 
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social system or race, or a combination of any two or all three. There was 
however, a general admission that no one test was possible and that the last 
five questions, while referring to . religious, as well as social, disabilities, 
were merely matters of social practice. 

Owing to the composite character of the Hindu pantheon, the worship of 
the great Hindu gods was generally considered to be insufficient to distinguish 
a Hindu from a non-Hindu. It was realized that such a test would exclude 
from the pale of Hinduism many who were recognized as belonging to it, 
e.g ., low castes worshipping minor Hindu deities, the Arya Samaj, etc., 
and that no such limit was feasible. As was pointed out by more than one 
of those consulted — “ A Hindu may be monotheist ; he may or may not believe 
in a personal god ; he may worship some of the minor deities, or he may be a 
worshipper of ghosts and spirits or any natural phenomenon. An atheist, a 
polytheist, a believer in evil spirits, a monist and a dualist, all are Hindus.” It 
would, moreover, be impossible to decide what deities come under the category 
of the great Hindu gods. The gods regarded as great in one locality or by 
one section are, as often as not, relegated to a secondary position in a different 
locality or by a different community. Apart from this, it would be impossible 
to distinguish between Hindus and Buddhists, for the Hindu gods and the 
gods of later Buddhism coalesce, Kali being worshipped by Hindus and 
Buddhists alike, while Narayan and Siva are often worshipped by Buddhists 
as Lokeswar, Jagannatli and Sayambhu. 

510. A number of Hindus would, however, accept worship as the criterion 
of Hinduism, if it meant worship of any of the gods or goddesses of the Hindu 
Pantheon. On this point it need merely be remarked that their number is 
legion and that it is impossible to say which is or is not a Hindu god. “ The 
Pantheon is formed of heterogeneous elements in which all the religious 
systems which have arisen in the course of centuries have left their several 
contributions.”* It includes gods representing natural phenomena, e.g., 
the sun, earth, moon, mountains and rivers ; gods of the imagination, such 
as beneficent or evil spirits and deities of disease ; ghost-gods; such as the 
spirits of the dead ; man-gods, such as living heroes and saints ; and animal- 
gods, such as snakes, cows, etc.f Inanimate objects also are personified and 
worshipped : the writer worships his pen, the trader his weights and 
measures, the cultivator his plough, etc. A stone, according to the Hitopadesa, 
becomes a god when set up by priests. 

The number of gods is, moreover, constant]}’ being added to. The latest 
recruit appears to be the goddess of plague, who has been apotheosized in 
Gaya under the name Plague Mai or Bombai Ka Mayan : the latter design- 
ation is due to the fact that plague first appeared in Bombay. In some 
villages this new goddess has been given a place in the Devi Mandap and 
receives offerings like Sitala, the older goddess of epidemic disease. Recently 
also there appears to be a tendency to apotheosize India as a whole, and we 
are informed that “ the motherland is the synthesis of all the goddesses 
that have been and are still being worshipped by Hindus. 

511. The other tests proposed were rejected almost unanimously, on the 
ground that they would deny the title of Hindu to many who were universally 
recognized as Hindus. The right to enter Hindu temples and make offerings 
at the shrine cannot be regarded as a criterion. Only the clean castes are 
allowed to enter the majority of temples, and this privilege does not confer 
on them a monopoly of the title of Hindu. The worship of the gods and 

- making of oLerings are, in any case, carried on by proxy. A man of low caste 
will not be allowed to enter the temple of which he is the owner, that right 
being reserved to the Brahman whom he employs to perform ceremonies 
in it. Even non-Hindus may make offerings to Hindu gods. It is reported 
that offerings have before now been made at Kalighat by Christians, and that 
there is a temple of Kali in Bowbazar Street which is known as Firinghi Kali, 
the priest of which, a good Brahman, augments his income from the offerings 
of Eurasians. It is well known that certain castes are not allowed to 

° Barth, Religions of India, page 252. 

f E. W. Hopkins, India Old and New, 1901. 

+ Sicaraj 1st April 1900 [cf. “The mother they all worship is India — tfie India which stretches from 
the Himalayas to the southernmost part of Ceylon. This is the India of their religion.” Ramsay Macdonald, 
Awakening of India, page 307.] 
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as Mleclichas, but the Muhammadans are often so described. In modern 
Bengali the word MIechcha is a term of abuse for those who do not adopt the 
rules of cleanliness ( achara ) of the Hindus. In other words, it has lost its 
geographical meaning and distinguishes Hindus on the basis of religious 
practice. It is still also used as a designation for foreigners, but there 
appears to be some difference of opinion as to how far it should be applied to 
such races as the Chinese and Japanese. On the whole, the general view 
appears to be that the term is confined to the Western nations. While those 
who go to Europe and America are liable to excommunication, voyages to 
China and Japan involve no such penalties.* 

515. While the educated Hindus regard Hinduism as a matter of religious 

belief rather than of religious or social practice, 
The .stouchadles. the vast majority of Hindus will not admit that 

a man is a Hindu unless he confirms to certain standards — in short, does vhat 
a Hindu does. He, in fact, takes the definition given by Mr. Gait in 1901 — 
“ Hinduism is not so much a form of religious belief as a social organization, 
and a man’s faith does not greatly matter so long as he recognizes the supre - 
macy of the Brahmans and observes the restrictions of the Hindu caste 
system.” Even if we accept the religious criterion of belief, it is obvious that 
there are many grades of Hindus, the Brahmans being at the top and those 
now generally known as “ the depressed classes ” or “ untouchable ” at the 
bottom. As regards the position of the latter a modern Bengali writer 
remarks — “ It is all the same to the Brahmans whether they call themselves 
Hindus or not. They are just as much untouchables as they, were before. 
Their adoption of Hindu religion causes some amount of amusement, and 
sometimes gives rise to a certain amount of indulgent contempt. No Brahman 
will, however, minister to these classes. If a Brahman is found to do so, he 
becomes instantly degraded, and his position is considered even lower than 
that of the new proselytes. The luckless minister becomes at once one 
of the great 1 untouchables.’ So much for the new proselytes. The fate of 
those who have adopted Hinduism for a much longer period is not materially 
different after thousands of years. They are still untouchables. To a Brah- 
man it makes no difference whether the man is a Santal or Naga, Hari 
or Bagdi. They are all equally unclean. Their touch means contamination, 
water touched by them is polluted. Their religion of Hinduism makes no 
difference. But the Brahmans are not the only class that holds itself aloof. 
A Kayasth, Baid.va or a member of the Navasakh class will hold himself 
equally aloof and consider'himself polluted by any association with the class, 
just as a Brahman will do. Here, as in many other things, the Brahman leads 
and the others follow.” The utter contempt in which these pariahs are held 
maybe gathered from the same writer’s remark. — ,l A Hari or Dom — both 
Hindus — and a dog will be hunted out of a Puiardalan, with equally little 
ceremony and equally little hesitation. If anything, the dog will get off the 
more cheaply than the other two, as they are supposed to know better.”f 

That the above is no exaggerated account may be seen from the 
treatment accorded to the Gandas, a low caste of weavers and helots 
in Orissa. They are so degraded that a twice-born Hindu considers it 
necessary to bathe if he is touched by one of them : formerly a Brahman 
was defiled by a Ganda even casting his shadow over him. They are 
not allowed to draw water from the village tank, the village barber will 
not shave them, the village washerman will not wash their clothes. No 
orthodox Hindu rides a cart if a Ganda happens to drive it, wears a garment if 
a Ganda has stiehed it, sits on a floor if a Ganda has liped it ( i e., plastered it 
with cow-dung), drinks wine if a Ganda has distilled it. or purchases vegetables 
a Ganda sells them. A Ganda in suffering receives no sympathy, and the 
xor of Hindu charity is ordinarily closed against him. Until recently, more- 
o\V> r , no Ganda child was allowed to join the village school, and though they 


Ketkar quotes the case of two young Hindus, of whom one went to Europe and che oilier to Japan, 
and, oV their return to India, had to pay a tine which was inflicted on them by the Brahmans. The former 
was Hnc\ Rs. 150, because he went to a lllechcha country. The latter was lined 15s. 120, not because he 
visited \non-Arya country, but because he crossed rhe sea and did not observe due rites and ceremonies on 
the way. \Hstory of Caste in India (1909), p. 80. 

f u. i\Mukherjee, A Dying Race (1909J, pp. 34, 37 and 38. The present popularity of the term 
' untouchable appears to be largely due to this writer’s interesting monograph. 
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CHAPTER IV — RELIGION. 


thread, as well as his top-knot, to prove that he was not only a Hindu but a 
Brahman before they would resume their recitations. He observed a sequel 
of this incident the same evening. Two of the Vedic pupils quarrelled, and 
one abused the other, saying “ Turn Bangali hogaya, i.e., you have become a 
Bengali.” The other asked why he was insulted in this way, and the reply 
was “ Your top-knot is very short.” “ On another occasion, when I was 
in Madras, my top-knot saved me. It was raining hard and I took shelter 
under a temple portico, where a number of Christian boys were also taking 
shelter. As the temple door was opened and the image of the deity became 
visible, I made a pranam. The Christian boys exclaimed, ‘ Look, a Muham- 
madan is bowing.’ I asked why they took me for a Muhammadan. They 
said, ‘ Because you keep the hair on your head.’ I took off my cap and showed 
my top-knot, and they were satisfied that I was a Hindu.” 

519. The result of the inquiry referred to above was to show that 

„ anything in the nature of an uniform standard- 

IlEMtaOUS DISABII.ITIBS. • ‘l l tj. • 1 ,i . Tf 1 • 

is impossible. It was recognized that Hinduism 
being a term connoting not only religion but also race, birth-place and social 
organization, it is difficult to say whether a man is within the pale or 
not on the basis of the proposed tests, some of which refer to his beliefs, 
others to his social standing, and others to his relations to Brahmans. The 
Census Commissioner decided therefore that instead of raising the question 
whether the members of particular castes should be ‘‘ regarded as Hindus ” 
or not, a list should be prepared of the castes and tribes contributing more 
than 1 per mills to the total population, and returned and classed as Hindus, 
which qua castes do not conform to certain standards or are subject to certain 
disabilities, viz.. (1) deny the supremacy of the Brahmans’" ; (2) do not receive 
the mantra from a Brahman or other recognized Hindu Guru ; (3) deny the 
authority of the Vedas ; (4) do not worship the great Hindu gods ; (5) are 
not served by good Brahmans as family priests ; (6) have no Brahman priests 
at all ; (7) are denied access to the interior of ordinary Hindu temples ; 
(8) cause pollution, by touch or within a certain distance ; (9) bury their 
dead ; (10) eat beef and do not reverence the cow. In accordance with 
the Census Commissioner’s instructions, inquiries were made in each district 
regarding the castes which would come within any one or more of these cate- 
gories. and the result is shown below. 


Caste or Tribe. 

Bengal. 

Bihar' 

and Orissa. 

Total No. 

Categories. 

Total No. 

Categories. 

Bagdi 

1,015.738 

5, 7, 8 



Baisbnab (Bai- 
ragi) 

423,985 

1, 5, 6, 9 

78,739 

9 

Baim 

313,654 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 

2i)2,50S 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8 

BeLclar 


... 

88,921 

2,5 

Bhuinmali 

91,973 

5, 7. 8 



Bliuiya 

69,044 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8 

663,757 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8 

Bliumij 

90,282 

1,5,6, 7,8 

272,672 

5 

Bind 



134,818 

5 

Chakma 

58,672 

1. 5, 6 

... 

Chamar 

136,553 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 

1,114,467 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 

Cliasadhoba 

57,550 

5 

... 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8 

Dlioba or Dhobi 

228,052 

5, 7, 8 

376,623 

Dom 

173,991 

5, 6, 7. 8, 10 

241,903 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 

Dosadh 


1,189,274 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8 

Banda 



211,775 

2, 5," 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

Oareri 

... 

... 

92,435 

5 


J This category includes two distinct groups, rir. . (a) eeitain sectarian groups which owe their origin 
to a revolt against the Brahmanieal supremacy ; and (6) the aboriginal tribes and also certain loiv castes 
who, being denied the ministrations of Brahmans, retaliate by professing to reject the Brahmans. 

f Here again thete are two groups, viz (a) castes derived from ascetics and (i) low castes imperfcc ) 
Hinduized. 
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of castes were alao roturnoul under tlm fourth category, hut though the great 
Hindu gods are not regularly worshipped hy thorn, they recognize their 
divinity and romlor thorn occasional homage: Devi under one form or another 
is almost universally worshipped either regularly or occasional}', ft is there- 
fore dillicult, if not impossible, to allirm positively that any castes do not 
worship the great Hindu gods. Several castes have, moreover, been excluded 
from the second class, though it was reported that they came under it. 
This is due to the fact that among the Baishnabs the Nityanamla Oosains 
“ open the doer of fellowship to all sorts and condition of men, he they 
Brahmans or Chandals, high caste widows or common prostitutes.” These 
(iosains are unquestionably recognised as Hindu Gurus, and tho Baislmahs 
certainly receive mantras from them. As regards the eighth class, it must 
bo remembered that, largely as a result of the growing popularity of travelling 
by train and the necessities imposed on travellers, the idea of pollution hy 
touch is ceasing to have its old hold over the mind of the Hindus, though 
it is still as potent as ever among orthodox Hindus of the old school and 
high caste widows. Tho burial of the dead. is moreover, often due merely to 
poverty. Members of the depressed classes who cannot alien'd fuel for 
cremation will light a small lire near the corpse as a humble substitute, 
which will, they believe, have tho same purifying et.cct ns actual cremation. 
Even the degraded classes, who eat hoof, will not kill a cow for food or 
purchase beef, but merely eat the flesh of cows that have died a natural death. 
It is doubtful whether they can bo said not to revere tho cow. Personally, 
I should he inclined to say that they revere it when alive, but not when 
dead. 


Bengal ... 

Bihar and Orit*a 


522. 


HisnriZATiojj ok adoiuoisai.s. 


521. Many of the castes or tribes entered in the list are either frankly 
animistic or contribute largely to the ranks of Animists. Their Hinduism is 
often doubtful or more than doubtful. At home whore their manner of wor- 
ship and general method of life are known, they are not regarded as Hindus : 
but when they go far afield they arrogate the title. In Bengal, for instance, 
more Mundas and Oraons wore returned as Hindus than as Animists. but in 

Bihar and Orissa there are four Munda Animists 

— — * to every Munda Hindu, while among the Oraons 

1 uiudus. Animat.,. the Animists out-number tho Hindus by eight to 

— — one. Altogether there are 28 castes or tribes in 

i 3 M 3 .m! :Sii“ Bengal, and 30 in Bihar and Orissa, of whom 

I ’ some wore roturned as Hindus and others as 
Animists, tho figures being as shewn in the margin. 
A large proportion of the Hindus in any case consist of persons of 
aboriginal descent, whose Hinduization is of 
recent date and often not very deep The 
lateritic uplands of West Bengal and the fringe of the Chota Nagpur plateau 
were, even a few centuries ago. the home of non-Aryan races who were 
regarded as outside the pale of Hinduism. The Brahmanda section of the 
Bhavishijat Purana (compiled in the 15th century) describes Birbhum as a 
jungle tract inhabited by a small black race, with little morality and no 
religion. In Varahabhumi (which included Manbhum and the western 
portion of Bankura), the inhabitants were said to be robbers by profession, 
irreligious and savage by nature, worshipping none but rude village deities. 
They ate snakes and flesh of all kinds, drunk spirituous liquor, and lived 
chiefly by plunder and by chase ; their women were, in garb, manners and 
appearance, more like Rakshasas than human beings. These races my be 
identified with the Bagdis, Bauris and Bhumij, who swelled the ranks of the 
Chuars in the latter part of the 18th century. These banditti, who gave the 
British infinite trouble during the early days of their rule, were, according to 
Mr. Grant, “robbers of a swarthy black, like the neighbouring mountaineers 
of the north and west, now for the most part received as^ converts to the 
established system of Hindu faith.*” 

523. The process of Hinduization is apparent even at the present time in 
the case of the tribes and castes of Orissa. In many cases they consist of 
two sections, one frankly Animistic and the other Hindu. Thus, the Kandhs 


J. Grant, Analysis of the Finances of Bengal (1787), Fifth Report, 1812. 
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CHAPTEE IV BELIGIOX. 


585. The accounts of this sect have hitherto been drawn mainly from 
outside sources. A brief summary may therefore be given of the beliefs* which 
the sect itself claims to hold. They say that Kartabhaja does not mean a 
worshipper of the headman, but a worshipper of the Creator. They do not use 
the designation themselves, but Satya Dhamia or Sahaj Dharma, z. e..the true 
or easy religion. " Its object,” writes my informant, " is to call forth the latent 
divinity in man. This it seeks to accomplish not by renouncing the world and 
its cares as something transitory and illusive, but by going through life’s 
struggles manfully and heroically, sustained by love for mankind and reverence 
for nature. Far from being atheists, as some writers have described us, we 
believe in the existence of a personal God, whom we can love and adore. The 
mulcti or salvation we seek to attain is not one of annihilation or of absorption, 
but one in which we shall live in subordinate co-operation with the supreme 
Godhead. We have no outward characteristics that would mark us out, no 
marks on the forehead or elsewhere, no special garb, no particular ornament 
or instrument. Neither have we any secret signs, nor any secret rites and 
ceremonies. Ours is not a Guru-worshipping sect, as some have taken it to 
be. In fact, as a safeguard against any possible misconception as to the 
rights and obligations of a religious preceptor, and the consequent misuse of 
his privileges, the terms Guru and Sisliya are never employed among us. On 
the contrary the words used are Mahashaya and Varati, of which the former, 
(as in the combination Guru Mahashaya) means simply a teacher ; and the 
latter (derived from Pr. Varat , meaning need) signifies one in need of 
spiritual instruction, or more simply a student. The Mahashya is merely a 
teacher and has no right to exact any divine homage from his Vavatis. 

The duties enjoined on the members are inter aha the follow- 
ing : — (1) Never to utter any untruth. This injunction is so strictly observed 
by the majority of the members, that our sect has come to be called the 
Satya Dharma sect. This also explains the presence of the word Satya in 
the names, such as Satya (Jharan and Satya Das, given to the children 
of our members. (2) Every day to repeat the mantra at least three 
times in the prescribed manner on five occasions, viz., early in the 
morning when rising from bed, then again after morning ablutions, in the 
noon after bathing, before dinner in the evening, and lastly at night when 
retiring to bod. (a) To hold Fridays sacred and observe them with fasting, 
religious meditation and discourses, and, where practicable, to hold or 
attend in the evening a mail is or religious meeting of-tlie sect. (4) To abstain 
from meat and intoxicating liquors. (5) To attend diligently the festivals held 
at ( rhoshparn. and to pay or remit someting to the gadilt in recognition of the 
spiritual headship of the Karta. The members are at perfect liberty to follow 
t he customary rules and usages of their families and communities, and it is 
only in matters purely spiritual that they are amenable to the control of the 
sect. From the spiritual point of view all members stand on the same footing. 
No distinctions based on caste, wealth, etc., are recognized." 

r>:H>. At the same time, it must be admitted that popular belief credits 
the Kartabhajas with immoral practices. One Hindu gentleman declares that 
the meetings are held at the dead of night in secluded houses, that women lend 
their bodies to their spiritual leaders in the belief that thereby they pave the. 
way to salvation, and that the disgusted villagers not infrequently break up the 
meetings and assault the members, their gatherings consequently ending in a 
suave mii pent. On the other hand, another independent Hindu gentleman, 
whose knowledge and absence of bias entitle bis views to respect, writes — 

“ Many of their doctrines are. couched in somewhat mystic language, and most 
of t heir religious practices are kept concealed from men who do not belong to 
their sect. Misunderstandings and misrepresentations have necessarily arisen 
with regard 1 o their practices, which have brought them under the lash of 
historians and poets, such as Akhay Kumar Dnlt. and Dasarathi Kay. I have 
known some men belonging to this sect whose life gives a lie to these mis- 
representations. That it is merely a branch of Vaislmavism is apparent from 
the name of “ Sahaj Pharma ”. Even before the appearance of Ghaitanya. this 
name was current among t lie Vaislmavas : the great poet Cliandi Das in his 
esoteric poems has two or three jhuias entirely devoted to the exposition of this 
Sahaj Dharma, or easy religion. There is no room For doubt that the 
Kartabhajas have derived most, if not all. of their devotional practices front this 
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CIIArTKK IV KEUGJON. 


i.e ., the madman. The latter claims to have direct communion with God 
and to receive divine inspiration. Idolatry is discouraged though not 
prohibited ; his followers also differ from other Vaishnavas in having no 
tirthas or places of pilgrimage. Men of all castes are admitted, but the 
members are mostly of low caste. 

540. In the south of M idnaporo tliore is a sect known as the followers 

of Manik Kali. The original founder of this sect 
appears to have been a Kaibartta. named Heda- 
Gopinathpur in the Jalamutha pargana towards the 
Hedaram Das was a man of a religious turn of mind 
Oriya : his books are preserved at Gopinathpuf 
his wooden slippers. The slippers are regularly worshipped 
of his books called Again Duran. The Again Puran is 


M \nik Kai.i'ji Ui u\ 

ram Das, who lived at 
end of the 18th century, 
who composed books in 
together with 
and also 


one 


said to contain tlio prophecies of Hedaram, but no one knows what they are, 
as the book is held in such awe that it is believed that a look into it 
is fatal to mortal man. Hedaram appears to have been a poet rather than an 
active preacher, and it was left to Manik lfam Kali to disseminate his 
doctrines. Manik in early life followed his caste occupation of a potter, 
studying the works of Hedram and becoming imbued with his doctrines. 
He appeared as a preacher some time after 1865 and inculcated a simple 
system of morality, insisting on truth being spoken, and teaching his disciples 
the virtues of constant repetition of the name Krishna or Ram. Whenever 
obeisance was made to Manik by any of his followers, his response was the well- 
known saying Jata dharma sthata jat/a “ i.e.,' prosperity follows the observance 
of Dharma.” Caste distinctions were more or less obliterated. He and his 
disciples did not scruple to partake of food cooked by any of his followers 
whatever their caste ; the restcritions of caste were also ignored in marriages 
between them. He succeeded in securing several thousand converts 
from among the low caste people of Jalamutha and the neigh bouring parganas, 
and not a few Kaibavttas became his disciples. Wealthy men prepared 
golden anklets for his feet (one of which was disfigured by elephantiasis), while 
his disciples worshipped him as an avatar. Festivals "were observed in his 
honour, in all. of which Manik was made to play the part of an idol. During 
these festivals hundreds of maunds of rice and curry were cooked and distri- 
buted among the people, who partook of them freely and without regard to 
caste distinctions. Manik died at an advanced age about 15 years ago; 
since his death the number of his followers has diminished. 

541. A new sect called simply Shains is said to have sprang up in 

Bankura within the last few years. The informa- 
tion regarding this sect is scanty, but it appears 
that its founder was a Bengali called Bhagwan Shain and that its members 
refuse to recognize any deity whom they cannot see. The Guru alone is 
worshipped. His injunctions are not to lie, steal or cohabit with women, but to 
associate with good men ( sadhus ) and try to know one’s self. Speaking truth 
and the attainment of self-knowledge are ideals common to many other 
Hindu sects. 


Siuins. 


542. 


SlIIKbllAPARAS. 


The Shikshaparas are a small offshoot of the Vaishnava sect in 
Central Bengal— According to the reports received, 
the followers of this cult hold that Krishna is the 
only male principle in the universe, and that all else constitutes his Praknti 
or female principle. A woman belonging to the sect is said to look upon 
Krishna as her spiritual husband and her mundane husband as a conventional 
appanage. She regards the Guru as Krishna’s representative on earth, 
accords him the same veneration as Krishna himself, and has no objection 
to giving him the privileges of a husband. Caste distinctions are obliterated, 
and members belonging to different castes partake of food together. 

543. Bihar is not so prolific of new sects as Bengal, and most of those in 

existence have had their origin in the north of 
ects in ihar. India, such as the Arya Samaj and the Radhaswami 

cult already described. The following is a brief account of other sects which 
still maintain their hold, though they appeal to a limited circle. 

544. The origin and beliefs of the Sheonarayanis were described in the 

last Census Report. Briefly, they believe in one 
formless God and have a sacred book called the 


Sheoxaraiams. 
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His followers wero to abstain from drinking spirituous liquor and from eating 
meat and certain vegetables, such as chillies and tomatoes, because their 
colour resembles blood. Idol worship was prohibited,, cows wore not to be 
used for ploughing, and oxon word not to be worked after midday. Caste was 
abolished, and all men were to be socially equal except the family of Ghasidas, 
in which the priesthood of the cult was to he hereditary. 

o-U). The Abdhutas aro a sect found in the Orissa States and the Khurda 

subdivision of Puri, who also worship the ‘‘ Name.” 

Ammo ias. The founder of the sect was one Banamali Das, 

who about 50 years ago took up his abode in one of the caves at Khandgiri, 
and taught that only tho sacred name should he worshipped. The name is, 
in fact, Brahma or God. and the worship of the name is tho worship of 
God. ALl men are of one caste and should eat and drink together. The 
original monotheistic character of the faith is now almost obscured : tho 
worship of the Guru and of his sandals has been substituted for tho worship 
of tho name. Members of tho sect are either ascetics who wear round 
their necks a small metal plate with the word “ Namo ” engraved on it 
in Oriya, or are laymen, mostly of low caste, who do not observe caste rules 
among themselves. The Abdhutas hold meetings which they call Satsanga 
i.e., associations of good men. and gather together every year at the Khandgiri 
caves on the Magh Saptami day. 

550. A recent Oriya sect, only 10 or 15 years old, is that called Sunya 

Bhajani. regarding which there is very little 
‘ ' Li ,ji information. It is said that its adherents regard 

the sky or atmosphere as the Godhead, believe in tho incarnations of Vishnu, 
and have a firm faith that the Kali Yuga is drawing to a close, and that Vishnu 
will bo reincarnated in the house of a Brahman at a Kakatpur in the Gop thana 
of Puri, after which the golden age will be ushered in. They eat and drink 
together, but marry only within their respective castes. The name of the sect 
and its adoration of Sunya, tho Void, may point to an infiltration of Buddhist 
ideas. 


SIKl-IS. 

551. It would appear from the account of Buchanan Hamilton that a 

SlKHg century ago the followers of the Sikh religion were 

fairly numerous in Bihar. He spoke of the Sikh 
sect in Bihar as being considerably more numerous than' any of the five that * 
“ since the time of Sankaracharya had been usually considered orthodox." 
Their doctrines had made much more progress in Bihar (i.e., Patna and the 
north of the Gaya distinct) and Shahabad than in Gorakhpur ; Rekabganj in 
the suburbs of Patna was by far the greatest place of worship in these 
countries." At the latter place Buchanan Hamilton met one Govinda Das, who 
was the chief of a bang, or division of the sect, presiding over 360 gaddis or 
thrones, i.e., “ a considerable but indefinite number of places where there is a 
seat, called a throne, for his reception.” There -were other Sikh priests in the 
same two districts (Bihar and Shahabad), who claimed independent jurisdic- 
tion. The Sikhs mentioned by Buchanan Hamilton seem to have been lax 
followers of Nanak, for he noted that they 11 follow exactly the same customs 
that they did before their admission ; they observe the same rules of caste, 
employ the Brahmans as jpurohits in every ceremony, and in all cases of danger 
worship exactly the same gods ; they abandon only the daily worship of the 
family god ( Iculadevata ).”* 

552. Both the followers of Nanak, the first Guru, and Govind Singh, the 
tenth and last Guru, are still found in the Province. The former, who are 
known simply as Sikhs, shave their heads like Hindus, believe in the Adi 
granth or first granth compiled by Arjun, and not in the volume compiled by 
Govind, and practise the early form of initiation known as ckaranahol or 
initiation by the feet (from ckaran, foot, and gholna to melt). The earliest 
form of this ceremony, which is said to have been instituted by Nanak 
himself, consisted of drinking water in which the Guru had bathed, but 


Montogomery Martin’s Eastern India , Vol. I., pages 211 and 214 ; VoJ. II, pages 448-449. 
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offender can only bo re-admitted into the brotherhood by paying a fine, 
and again going through the purilyiiig ceremony of the churna amrit. The 
Munas are followers of Nanak and shave like other Hindus. 

The two sects intermarry to a slight extent, as a Singh Agrahari can 
marry his son to the daughter of a Muna, if a ceremony, known as pabitri, 
is performed, i. a., if the girl goes through a ceremony of initiation, at which 
she worships Govoiul Singh's grunth and drinks the charna amrit. She is 
considered to have entered the community of Singh Agraliaris by performing 
this rite, and the marriage is rendered possible. There is, however. -a strong 
objection among the Singhs to any of their daughters marrying a Muna boy : 
such a marriage is looked on as a disgrace to the family. 

555. Although the Agraliaris have retained some of the forms of Sikh 
ceremonial, they have in many ways relapsed into Hinduism. The common 
class have no scruples about worshipping the images of Hindu gods or 
adopting the religious customs of their Hindu neighbours. Although they 
still continue to worship the grunth. which is, they aver, their ishtdevata or 
favourite god. they also recognize a Iculdemita or family god. The latter 
may be. anj member of the regular Hindu pantheon such as Devi, Durga, 
Hanuman, Mahabir, or ovon less orthodox gods, such as Narsingh or the 
Punch Pir — the adoration of the latter is due possibly to the fact that iSasaram 
is a Muhammadan town. The leavening influence of Hinduism may also 
be seen in their domestic and social ceremonies, such as funerals and 
marriages. They perform sraddha in the same way as other Hindus, -.and 
go on pilgrimage to Gaya to make offerings for the souls of thoir ancestors. In 
fact, as regards funeral obsequies, the Singh Agraliaris are differentiated 
from other Hindus only by the fact that they do not shave their hair as a 
sign of mourning. The marriage customs obtaining among them are also 
generally the same as among the Hindu community ; but occasionally the 
move orthodox perform a special ceremony called anand't, which is, 
they say, the old form of marriage. At this ceremony, Brahmans do not 
officiate, but Sikh Gurus, who recite mantras from the " ranth . Sikh Gurus 
also are the sole celebrants at the Ichanda amrit and Icara vrashad, but for 
other ceremonies Brahmans are commonly employed. In this respect they 
have followed the same tendency as other Sikhs. “ The Sikhs of the Punjab 
have now completely relapsed into idolatry and, excepting that they still wear 
long hair, retain a few other external marks of the Sikh religion, and pay a 
reverence to the granth, which they carry to adoration, their worship in all 
respects resembles that of the Hindus. They adore idols, visit Hindu places 
of pilgrimage, bathe in rivers sacred in the estimation of the Hindus, and 
spend their substance on presents to Brahmans. They employ Brahmans 
to marry them, to read services of purification, to perform their funeral 
obsequies, and, generally, all the duties for which the laity of every religion 
are want to employ priestly agency.” * 


MUHAMMADAK SECTS. 

556. Modeun Muhammadan sects in the two Provinces appear to owe their 

origin to one or other of two beliefs. The first 
Modeun SEurh. i s that, in the beginning of each century of the 

Hejira or Musalman era, God raises up an Imam, as his messenger and agent, to 
reform the faith. The second is that in the last days the Mahdi will appear 
and wage war with 'Dajjal or Anti-Christ, who will hold sway over an 
unregenerate world, and that Christ, descending on earth, will assist the 
Mahdi to overthrow Anti-Christ. The supremacy of Islam will then be 
established, and all the world will be converted to the true Faith. Histori- 
cally, most of the modern sects appear to be off-shoots of the Wahabi 
movement, which requires a somewhat detailed account on account of the 
effect which it has had on Muhammadan religious life in the two Provinces 
during the last century. 


° M. Maeaulifliv, The Sihh Religion under Banda and its present condition , Calcutta Review, 1881, 
Vol. LXXIIl, p. 183. 
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be convinced, and declared that God, displeased with the faint-hearted 
Musalmans of India, had withdrawn the Imam from the eyes of men and 
concealed him in a cave in the mountain. When his followers proved 
the sincerity of their faith by uniting' to carry on a jihad, he would reappear 
and lead them on to victory as before. These statements fell upon willing 
ears, and the movement sprang up with renewed vigour. In 1868 Govern- 
ment at length resolved to stamp out the conspiracy. A number of the 
i-ingleaders were arrested and convicted. The Musalmans realized the danger 
of the conspiracy and publicly proclaimed their disapproval of the Wahabi 
doctrines. 

560. Throughout all these years Patna was a the focus of sedition, the 
Wahabi preachers finding that their audiences flagged when nothing more was 
urged than the purification of their lives. From this place a propaganda was 
carried on among the Moslems both of Indian and the neighbouring 
countries.”! Two of their greatest leaders, Wilayat and Inayat Ali, were 
inhabitants of Patna. The former, after a tour through Bengal, took Bombay, 
Hyderabad and Central India as his special field. The latter concentrated his 
efforts on the districts of Malda, Bogra, Rajshahi, Pabna, Nadia and Faridpur. 
Karamat Ali of Jaunpur carried the movement eastwards from Faridpur into 
Dacca, Mymensingh, Noakhali and Baekergunge. Zain-ul-Abdin, a native of 
Hyderabad, who had been converted by Wilayat Ali oti his tour through 
Southern India, worked in Tippera and Sylhet. ,l The minor missionaries were 
innumerable, and a skilful organization enabled them to settle in any place 
where the multitude of con verts made it worth their while. In this way, 
almost every one of the fanatic districts had its permanent preacher, whose 
zeal was sharpened from time to time by visits of the itinerant missionaries, 
and whose influence was consolidated and rendered permanent by the central 
propaganda at Patna.” ‘‘ They have,” wrote the Magistrate of Patna, “ under 
the very nose and protection of Government authorities. openH preached 
sedition in every village of our most populous districts, unsettling the 
minds of the Musalman population, and obtaining an influence for evil as 
extraordinary as it is certain.”* 

561. Since the Wahabi trials, the name Wahabi has been abandoned, 
mainly it would seem because the fear inspired by the breaking up of the con- 
spiracy and the punishment of its leaders still persists to such an extent, that 
Wahabis are afraid to call themselves such. The Wahabis now assume one 
or another of two names, viz. — (1) Ahl-i-Hadis or the people of the traditions, 
so called because they claim a right to interpret for themselves the Hadis 
(the traditional sayings of Muhammad not found in the Koran), or (2) Ghair- 
Mukallid, meaning nonconformists or dissenters, as they do not follow the 
doctrines of any of the four Imams of the Sunni sect. The designation Rafi- 
yadain is also sometimes applied to them, because they raise both hands in 
prayers before genuflection and prostration and fold them at the breast and 
not at the navel like Sunnis : the name means, literally, raising both hands at 
the time of prayer. 

562. The Ahl-i-Hadis are so strongly in opposition to orthodox 

Musalmans as to regard them as little more than 
.Un.-i. H adis. infidels and their mosques as little better than Hindu 

temples. They regard it as their duty to lake possession of the latter if possible, 
and have at times had recourse to the civil courts to assert a right to worship 
in them. In prayer, they pronounce the word Amen in a loud voice ; the use 
of music anil the beating of drums at marriage festivities — according to 
some, their use renders the marriage illegal — the offering of sweetmeats, 
etc., to the spirits of deceased ancestors, and visits to the tombs of saints 
are all forbidden. Even a pilgrimage to the grave of the Prophet at Medina 
is looked on with disfavour, and some have been known to return from 
their Haj pilgrimage after visiting Mecca only. The Mazakarah-i-Illamiyya 
of Arrah is the Central Association of the sect in Bihar. To celebrate its 
twenty-first anniversary, a conference was held in January 10 LI at Muham- 
mad pur Kowari in the district of Dnrbhanga. at which a large number of the 
Ahl-i-Hadis gathered together from dil. prent parts of India. According 


5 The Indian M u -almitm (lfiTH, p. 50. 
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swoon ; he did not. ascend to heaven, hut came to Afghanistan and India to. 
preach to the lost, tribes of Jsrael ; and he now lies buried in one of the streets 
of Srinagar in Cashmere. Messiah, Malidi and Krishna were merely so 
many names or titles, and Ahmad claimed them all. Ho was Mahdi, for he 
would reform the Musalmans ; he was Messiah, because he would reclaim the 
Christians, who did not follow the true teachings of Christ ; he was Krishna 
because he will bring back the Hindus to the pure teaching of the Rishisl 
“ Heavenly signs support my claim, my prayers are accepted ; future events 
are made known to me, and tins deep and secret things, of which none but 
God has knowledge, are revealed to me.” Ahmad was denounced by 
the Musalmans as a heretic, and a f alwa was issued excommunicating his 
followers. Marriage with them, burial in Muhammadan grave-yards, entrance 
into mosques, were all prohibited. In spite of this, Ahmad continued his 
propaganda and gained disciples. Ho eventually died in 1908 at Lahore 
and was buried in his native village. His successor is Hakim Nasiruddin,, 
who was elected by a majority of the votes of the Ahmadias. 

566. An interesting feature of the career of Mirza Gulam Ahmad is the 
astuteness with which he employed modern methods to spread his doctrines 
and turned to account the affairs of the day. He was a voluminous writer, 
explaining Ids doctrines in three books called the Fateh Islam, the Tauzih-i- 
Alaram and the Izala-i-Auham. Plague' having appeared in some villages of 
the Punjab in 1897, Ahmad announced that he had received vision in which 
he saw plants of a dark colour being planted by angels which the angels 
told him, would bring forth the plague. On the strength of this vision he 
prophesied the outburst of a widespread epidemic of plague in the Punjab. 
His prophecy was fulfilled. He was bitterly opposed to the Arya Samaj, but. 
was ready to meet them in debate and have the merits of his and their 
claims decided by argument. When he published his first’ work, he offered 
to pay Rs. 10,000 if it could bo refuted. He also announced that he would 
pay Rs. 1,000 to any one who could prove that Jesus had shown more 
heavenly signs than he had. The latter challenge involved a civil suit, the 
claimant being a Musalman. 

567. ' The chief points of difference between the beliefs of the Ahmadias 
and orthodox Musalmans are as follows. Orthodox Musalmans hold that 
the Mahdi will be a warrior who will convert the heathen at the edge of 
the sword, whereas the Ahmadias deny the advent of any such Mahdi or 
Messiah. They regard Ahmad as the true Mahdi and Messiah and say that 
lie came to establish the supremacy of Islam by peaceful means. They believe 
that divine revelation still continues, and that Ahmad was a specially fa voui-ed 
recipient of revelations from God. All the religions of the world have 
their source in truth, but they have become corrupted. The Prophet 
Muhammad revealed the same great truths as are contained in other reli- 
gions and recapitulated them in the Koran. All religions having the same 
basis of truth, the Koran repeats the truth contained in the Vedas, the 
Bible, the Gita, the sayings of Buddha, etc. 

One significant feature of the cult is its opposition to Christianity.. 
According to Musalman belief, when the end of the world approaches,. 
Dajjal (Anti-Christ) -will rule, and the powers of evil will reign till Chi-ist. 
reappears and, -with the help of Mahdi, overthrows Dajjal and converts the 
whole world to Islam. The Ahmadia rejects this doctrine and identifies 
Dajjal with the teachings of the Christian Church, such as the atonement and 
divinity of Jesus Christ. In fact, he holds that the prophecy of the advent of 
Dajjal has been fulfilled by the spread of Christian missionaries. 

568. The Ahmadia doctrines appear to have been first introduced in 
Bihar in 1893, when a Musalman missionary of Bhagalpur became a converts 
The movement has already gained a considerable number of adherents from 
among the educated and well-to-do classes. They are most numerous in 
Bhagalpur and Monghyr, which form one section with a committee affiliated 
to the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadia. i.e., the central committee at Kadian. 
Funds are raised for the propagation of the Ahmadia doctrines and for the 
publication of its monthly magazine, the Review of Religions. A general 
meeting is held almost every year at Kadian, at which the members of the 
sect meet from all parts of India. In Monghyr the Ahmadias have met with 
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CHAPTER IV. RELIGION. 


characteristic Hindu customs. Pandits were called in to fix auspicious dates 
for marriages, and Hindu rites were practised during the marriage ceremony. 
Beef was not eaten till half a century ago ; and though it is eaten now, it 
must be obtained from outside, no cattle being slaughtered in the village 
itself. 

572. Many other superstitious practices are observed by Musalmans 
in different parts. In case of illness or snake-bite, a Hindu ojha or exorcist 
is called in, who recites maiitras containing the names of Hindu gods or 
goddesses. In some parts Musalman women, when pregnant, will not cross 
a river. In Bengal, Musalmans make oherings through Hindu priests to- 
Manasa, the goddess of snakes. Both in Bihar and Bengal they propitiate 
the goddesses of disease, such as Ola Bibi and Sitala, when epidemics break 
out. Musalman women in Bihar also join in the annual sun-worship known 
as Chhat Puja, in the firm belief that its omission will bring down on them 
the anger to Ohhati Mata and lead to some calamity. 

There are also numerous instances of Hindus adopting Musalman prac- 
tices, such as the worship of the Panch Pir. Hindus who have adopted this 
cult will not eat meat unless the animal has been duly slaughtered by a 
Musalman. In parts of Bengal, Hindus make offerings ( sTiirni ) toSatjapir, 
who has been Hinduized under the name of Satya Narayan. They also fre- 
quent the shrines of Pirs in the belief that the Pirs have power to help them 
and avert misfortune. The pirsthan, as the shrine is called, is also visited on 
several special occasions. New-born babes are brought there, and their heads 
pressed down in obeisance. When a cow calves, first-fruits of her milk are 
offered. Newly married brides and bridegrooms go there on the way to 
the latter’s house and make their salutations. 

573. Perhaps the most interesting example of common celebration of 
religious rites is the Muharram, in which low caste Hindus join, though they 
apparently regard it as a merry festival instead of a sad memorial service. 
Nowhere, however, so far as the writer is aware, is there such latitude as in 
Bihar. In some places, it is reported, low-caste Hindus actually worship 
Hasan and Husain, as gods. Childless husbands and wives, even among 
good Hindu castes, (e.g., Kayasths, Agarwalas and Rajputs), vow that, if they 
have a boy, he shall serve as a vatk during the Muharram for a certain number 
of years. Similar vows are made if a boy falls ill or passes through some 
crisis, the fulfilment of the vow being conditional on recovery from sickness 
or escape from misfortune. On the seventh, 'eight and ninth days of the 
Muharram, batches of these peaks may be seen running barefooted, from one 
akhara to another, each with a yak’s tail in his hand, small bells girdled 
round his waist, and a cone-shaped turban on his head specially made for the 
occasion. The boys, and sometimes the whole family, abstain from salt, 
animal food and all luxuries during the period of their service as paiks. This 
generally is three to five years, but occasionally a boy is dedicated as a 
paik for his lifetime. On the tenth day of the Muharram, Hindus take their 
S'ick to the procession so that they may touch the tazias, and throw lai (fried 
rice mixed with gur) and cowries on the tazias, keeping a little of the lai to 
give to the sick or to serve as a safe-guard against the evil eye. Women 
in some places even put on green sans and perform the makham like the 
Musalmans. Hindus also contribute to making tazias and the up-keep of 
the village imambaras : in Darbhanga town nearly the whole of the para- 
phernalia that is brought out during the Muharram is said to be owned by 
Hindus. 


THE INSIGNIA OF HINDU SECTS. 


574. The Hindu sects are distinguished by a number of different 

tilaks, i.e., marks worn on the forehead or 
Tilaks or sECTAiuAN marks. elsewhere. The mark is applied, with sandal- 
wood paste or any of the other substances prescribed for the purpose, on the 
following 12 parts of the body ; — the forehead, the neck, the two arms, the 
chest, the navel, the right and left sides, the lobes of the ears, the head and 
the back. The wearing of the tilak appears to be a custom dating back to 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. — General distribution of the Population by Religion 
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races of Uliota Nagpur, Hitch as Santals (2l><>)> Mumlas (2(»8)and Onions (2 12). 
it is also high among tins tribal Hindu castes, 

riiopuii i ios ok oiiii.iniKN’ r.Mxut la PKH ml «•!/•» Potl ( 2:5( >)- Itajbansi (224), Namasudra (221), 
MAumu" pkm.vi.ki ok «-«*. | otc. One interesting feature of the age statis- 

I I j ties of castes may be noticed here, viz., that 

CUitooi iribc. Aiilmi.il, Hindu. , . *, • • , TT . , . . 

i i I where a tribe is m process ol being Hinchuzed, 

) I the Hindu section has, as a rule, a smaller pro- 

uangxi i portion of children than their Animist brethren. 

Muwht !“ 1 iir { SI , In other words, Hinduization is accompanied by 

suu.a j a! | iia a reduction of fecundity, and, as will be shown 

“ ,mro 217 I 23,1 in a subsequent paragraph, by an increase of 

Bthxr xnj oriaax longevity. This feature is common to all but 

ui,i„„ij 213 1 237 three of the tribes shown in the margin, and it 

MmV'i'l “ 2 Ji ' 22 I cannot be said that the results are affected hy 

Si ”,?.. 1 217 1 2 il the returns of age being more accurate for the 

23,1 i 213 Hindu than for the Animistic section, for 

- - the standard of education is much the same 

in both cases. 


Among the different Hindu castes it is difficult to find any correlation 
between social status and fecundity. The proportion varies very little 
among castes ranking high and low in the social scale. I 11 Bengal, after 
the aboriginal and tribal castes, come (in order) Sunri (220). Baidya (209b 
Kayasth and Goala (201), Kaibavtta, both unspecified and Chasi (200), 
Brahman (199). Bhumij, Jogi, Julia Kaibartta (198), Rajput (195), Toll and 
Tili (102), Tanti (190), Sadgop (187), Bagdi (185) ami (Jhantar (188). In 
Bihar and Orissa the aboriginal tribes are followed by Rajput (217) r 
Bliuiya (212). Musa ha v (207), Brahman (194), Goala (194), Bablian (193) and 
Chasa (191). We should not forget, however, in comparing the figures for the 
different castes, that the figures are not very accurate, and that the degree- 
of literacy, which affects the accuracy of their age returns, is not the 
same. 

593. As shown in Subsidiary Table IX and illustrated in greater detail 

in the marginal diagram, the death-rate is abnor- 
Dh.vrn-n.vrB m am: ani> «kx. nia lly high among infants under one year of age, 

being over 250 per mill©. It then falls sharply to about 100 per mille at one 

year of age, and rapidly 
decreases as the age in- 
creases up to ten. After 
this the fall in the death- 
rate still continues, but 
very slowly, till it 
reaches the minimum 
somewhere between 10 
and 15. The death-rate- 
then begins its upward 
course, slowly up to 40 
— 50, but more and more 
rapidly beyond that 
period. 

The death-rate is uni- 
versally higher among 
males than among females, with one exception, viz., that at the reproductive 
age of 15 — 40 females in Bengal die at a more rapid rate than males. This is 
presumably due to child-birth with its attendant dangers, which are all the 
greater because of the want of skilled midwifery, the ignorance of hygiene, 
and last, but not least, premature motherhood. In Bihar, though marriage 
takes place at an early age, girls are not allowed to meet their husbands until 
they attain puberty. Moreover, being more accustomed to manual labour in 
the open air, they are physically better fitted to bear children without injurious 
after-effects. Turning to the causes of death, it will be seen from Subsidiary 
Table X that among females the mortality from all diseases is lower than 
among males, with one exception, viz., that in Bihar and Orissa they succumb- 
more to plague — a feature which will be discussed in the next chapter. 

\ 
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CHAPTER V. — AGE. 


Sanitary Commissioner 
the statistics compiled 
Calcutta, but throws so 
it is quoted in extenso. 


596. A very large proportion of the deaths occur within the first month 
of life, but statistics are not available except for Calcutta. The number 
who fail to survive even for this short time may be gathered from the 
following note kindly contributed by Major W. W. Clemesha. i.m.s., 

of Bengal. The note is concerned primarily with 
for 1909 by Dr. Pearse, the Health Officer of 
much light on the causes of infantile mortality, that 
It may, however, first be stated that over half of 
the children that died within a year of birth actually died in the first month. 
“ All who have studied the subject of infant mortality in this country 
recognize that the causes of infant deaths fall under two main heads. First, 
•conditions connected with the health of parents, such as premature marriage 
.•and the prevalence of such wasting diseases as malaria, which particularly 
.•affect the well-being of the mother. The second head is equally important, 
viz., the extremely insanitary conditions of child-birth and the appalling 
ignorance prevalent. The figures given by Dr. Pearse demonstrate these 
points to a most remarkable extent. Out of something like 2,700 children 
•that die within the first month, more than 1,200, or nearly 50 per cent., come 
“under the heads of premature birth and debility at birth. These deaths 
obviously come under the first heading named above : probably early marriage 
is the preponderating factor, because malaria is comparatively rare in Calcutta. 
Under the second heading practically another 1,000 children die of tetanus 
-and convulsions, diseases which are occasioned by the ignorance in matters of 
hygiene relating to child-birth on the part of the mother and those attending 
to her. It appears that under these two heads about 2,200 out of 2,700 
deaths can be accounted for. Grave social conditions, such as child marriage, 
are things which are difficult to alter and which the spread of education alone 
can hope to reined}'. Deaths which are occasioned by tetanus are, however, 
entirely preventible. Even a little ordinary cleanliness and a little common 
knowledge would reduce the death-rate nearly one-half. Concerning the 
mortality of children between the ages of one month and one year, the causes 
are many and various. Bronchitis and chest troubles generally appear to 
account for a very large number of deaths. The children are not sufficiently 
clad in the cold weather, and, further, it is the weakly child (f.e., the child of 
immature parents) which is most likely to contract fatal lung trouble.” 

597. Though the crude birth-rate is very high, the death-rate is also high, 

and hence the excess of births over deaths is much 
smaller than in European countries. As regards 

the natural divisions of the two provinces, the death-rate is highest in South 
Bihar (41*2) and next highest in Orissa (36’5) and North Bengal (36'2). Then 

follow in order North Bihar 
(35'4), Central Bengal (34*3) and 
West Bengal (32'4). The rate 
of mortality, is comparatively 
low in East Bengal (30'1) and 
is lowest in the Chota Nagpur 
Plateau (28’0). The last two 
natural divisions are conspicuous 
for a rapid growth of population 
and for high birth-rates. As 
regards individual districts, 
the average rate of mortality 
was highest during the decade 
in Patna (47*50) and next high- 
est in Gaya (41*56), both of 
which have suffered from plague. 
After Gaya come Dinajpur. a 
malarious district (40*77), Naran 
(40*50) and Shahabad M0T3,) 
both of which are plague- 
stricken districts, Rajshahi 
(39*85), Nadia (38*94), Darjeel- 
ing (38*52), Balasoro (37*70), 
Palamau (36*85), Monghyr 
(36*81), Jalpaiguri (36*66), 


Death-rate by locality. 
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CHAPTER V. — AGE. 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE III. — Age distribution ok 10,000 of each sex in 

EACH MAIN RELIGION. 

PART I. 

BENGAL, BIHAR AND ORISSA. 


AGE. 

1011. 

1901. 

1891. 

1881. 

Male. 

Female. 

Mule. 

Female, 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 


1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



l.'.’OO 

1,316 

1,253 

1,340 

1,298 

1,396 

1,367 

1,411 



1.ITH 

1,450 

1,433 

1,100 

1,493 

1,119 

1,191 

1,387 


io— la 

1,183 

971 

1,2 IK 

991 

1,202 

UG6 

1,118 

891 


la— so ... — ... | 

H4u 

850 

87 1 

871 

830 

809 

771 

742 

A N 

20—10 

3,221 

3,236 

3,115 

3,167 

3.U66 

3,150 

3,152 

3,234 

5 

10— GO ... ... 

1,55s 

1,51s 

1,615 

1,606 

1,633 

1,009 

1,609 

1,630- 


60 and over 

155 

590 

IG3 

622 

178 

651 

181 

670 


Unspecified ... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 




MEAN A (IK 

250 

254 

246 

2 5' 5 

246 

256 

24'6 

25*8 


0—5 

1,467 

1,601 

1,451 

1,573 

1,333 

1,683 

1,537 

1,619 


0—10 

1,693 

1,08« 

1,661 

1.C3S 

1,G13 

1.551 

1.G18 

1,534 


10—15 

1,213 

1,U03 

1,283 

1,032 

1,23U 

962 

1,171 

913 


15-20 

h a J9 

966 

823 

912 

791 

891 

729 

812 

<■ 

20—10 

2. DIM 

3,071 

2.965 

3,051 

2,908 

3,059 

2,062 

3,100 

g 

40-60 

1,357 

1,228 

1,392 

1,284 

1,422 

1,321 

1,474 

1,128 

P. 

CO and over 

413 

436 

123 

177 

449 

327 

475 

583 


Un.-pc-ciHed ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

5 


Milan agb 

234 

226 

231 

230 

23*2 

23*5 

236 

243 



1,528 

• 1,636 

1,386 

1,546 

1,303 

1,671 

1,413 

1,608 

Y. 


1,497 

1,571 

1,478 

1,585 

1,511 

1,379 

1,360 

1,302 

< 

10—15 

1,321 

1,210 

1,362 

1,247 

1,313 

1,223 

1,098 

6 1,093- 


15—20 

8 14 

871 

867 

912 

884 

876 

808 

912 


20—40 

3,166 

3,019 

3,171 

3,002 

3,078 

2,973 

3,600 

3,115 


40—60 

1,327 

1,264 

1,373 

1,283 

1.344 

1,236 

1,370 

1,257 

5“ 

GO ami ovor 

347 

126 

360 

123 

362 

439 

339 

501 


lUuspocifiod 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12 

12 


Mean age 

230 

22*7 

231 

22*7 

22*8 

22*5 

23' 6 

23*3 


0—5 

1,573 

1,641 

1,517 

1,612 

1,628 

1,733 



. 

5—10 

1,736 

1,696 

1,816 

1,733 

1,898 

1,767 



•Si 

10—15 ... ... 

1,301 

1,134 

1,432 

1,213 

1,415 

1,186 



jg 

15—20 

M0 

891 

880 

914 

Hl8 

839 

Not available.' 


20—40 ... ... ... 

2,837 

2,975 

2,692 

2,861 

2,533 

2,737 



< 

40-60 

1,315 

1,219 

1,294 

1,226 

1,300 

1,221 




kCO mid ovor 

378 

43s 

369 

439 

403 

172 




Mi: AX AGE 

226 

j 22-6 

21*9 

22*2 

21*8 

22*2 




PART II. 

CENSUS OF 1911. 


AGE. 

Hindu. 

Musa lm ax. 

Christian. 

AX I MIST. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. i 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 




BEHCAL. 






0—5 


1,187 

1,348 

1,476 

1,631 

. 1,171 

1,391 

1,522 

1,685 



1,336 

1,411 

1,690 

1,708 

1,191 

1,347 

1,691 

1,728 

10—15 


1,119 

933 

1,241 

1,017 

1,061 

1,111 

/ 1,1^2 

1.028 

15—20 


903 

1,017 

839 

1,009 

815 

995 

748 

932 

20—40 


3,369 

3,205 

3,013 

3,049 

3,902 

3,405 

2,989 

3,118 

40—60 


1,602 

1,516 

1,339 

1,181 

1,484 

1,305 

1,481 

1,093- 

60 and over 



464 

570 

402 

405 

376 

446 

427 

416 

Mean age 



256 

25*3 

23*3 

22*4 

25*4 

24*1 

23*8 

220' 




BIHAR AND ORISSA. 





0-5 


1,310 

1,345 

1,403 

1,414 

1,714 

1,744 

1,587 

1,633. 

5—10 

... 

1,563 

1,474 

1,718 

1,553 

1,658 

1,674 

1,774 

1,688 

10—15 

... 

1,229 

1,000 

1,255 

960 

1.459 

1,254 

1,345 

1,162 

16—20 

... 

805 

746 

764 

697 

814 l 

816 

865 

884- 

20—40 


3,117 

3,257 

2,897 

3,235 

2,779 

2,851 

2,796 

2,938 

40—60 ... 

... 

1,528 

1,567 

1,474 

1,512 

1,245 

1,244 

1,270 

1,250 

60 and over 



448 

611 

489 

629 

331 

417 

363 

445 

MEAN AGE 



246 

25*6 

242 

254 

21*8 

22*1 

22*1 

22*7 
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CHAPTER V — AGE 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE V. — Proportion op children under 
to those aged 15 — 40 ; also op married females aged 


10 AND OP PERSONS OVER 60 
15 — 40 PER 100 FEMALES. 



PIlOrOUTlON OP OtULDltKN I10TII SEXES 

1 PROPORTION OF PXIISONS OVER 60 PEU 100 



[ 


PEU 1U0. 





AGED 15-10. 



marrikd 








1 







A KD 
PKU 

va of 
KS. 

DlSTltli T AND NATURAL 

Division. 

PKUaON'3 AGED 
10—40. 

Mauri kd Fkmalkb 
AGED 15—10. 

1911. 

1901. 

1891. 

15 TO 40 
100 FKMAI 
ALL AG 


1311. 

1901. 

1831. 

1311. 

1301. 

1891. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Malo. 

Female, 

B 


183L 

l 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

m 

16 

BENGAL, BIHAR AND 

75 

72 

76 

i 

177 

174 

181 

11 

13 

12 

14 

12 

14 

33 

33 

33 

ORISSA. 















BENGAL 

76 

73 

75 

131 

182 

187 

11 

12 

11 

13 

12 

14 

34 

33 

32 

West Bengal • 

61 

64 

64 

167 

163 

167 

11 

13 

11 

15 

11 

IS 

33 

32 

31 

Burdwau — ••• ••• 

58 

60 

53 

1<7 

157 

157 

11 

14 

11 

16 

10 

IS 

33 

31 

31 

Blrbhum ••• ••• ••• 

66 

73 

03 

157 

172 

159 

12 

14 

13 

16 

12 

IS 

34 

32 



07 

74 

50 

107 

182 

180 

11 

14 

12 

16 

10 

14 

32 

31 

Bfl 

Midiuporo ••• 

01 

63 

65 

in 

161 

103 

10 

13 

10 

13 

10 

13 

33 

33 

M'l 


50 

5( 

GO 

152 

113 

101 

11 

15 

11 

15 

12 

16 

32 

31 

mKII 

Howrah ••• ••• •** 

57 

61 

68 

153 

160 

184 

10 

11 

10 

15 

! 12 

17 

33 

32 

■ . 

CHXTHAL BKSOAI. 

60 

64 

68 

167 

174 

181 

io 

13 

11 

IS 

12 

16 

JJ 

32 

Q 

24-Pargauas ••• ••• 

03 

67 

71 

170 

178 

139 

11 

12 

13 

13 

13 

14 

34 

32 

Hr ^ 


20 

27 

27 

132 

130 

129 

0 

14 

7 

16 

7 

14 

34 

32 



68 

74 

ra 

171 

183 

183 

11 

15 

13 

17 

14 

18 

32 

31 

30 

Murshldabad ... *** 

74 

78 

74 

183 

191 

183 

11 

15 

12 

17 

12 

18 

32 

30 

30 

Jessoro 

62 

61 

71 

101 

163 

177 

10 

11 

11 

13 

13 

15 

33 

33 

32 

South bexual 

78 

/ 7 

77 

195 

191 

190 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

34 

34 

33 


75 

76 

76 

131 

183 

178 

3 

11 

3 

11 

10 

12 

35 

34 

35 


HI 

73 

70 

201 

131 

187 

3 

rt 

9 

9 

10 

10 

34 

36 

35 


70 

70 

« 

184 

180 

130 

10 

8 

11 

10 

li 

12 

36 

34 

34 


61 

53 

50 

179 

168 

166 

3 

11 

M 

10 

8 

10 

32 

34 

35 


80 

75 

72 

133 

132 

187 

11 

10 

11 

11 

11 

12 

31 

34 

33 


88 

84 

83 

202 

192 

132 

10 

3 

11 

9 

11 

12 

35 

36 

35 


77 

82 

85 

181 

133 

133 

10 

13 

12 

15 

14 

18 

31 

33 

32 

Malda 

85 

78 

83 

206 

135 

205 

10 

13 

11 

14 

11 

17 

32 

31 

31 

Cooch Behar ... 

72 

72 

75 

*» 


210 

11 

10 

11 

10 

14 

13 

31 

30 


East Bengal 

81 

81 

84 

190 

191 

137 

11 

n 

12 

12 

13 

14 

34 

33 



75 

71 

75 

1S7 

185 

104 

12 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

34 

33 



82 

82 

86 

183 

190 

200 

12 

12 

13 

13 

14 

16 

34 

33 

32 

Myinenslugh ... 

86 

82 

83 

201 

139 

205 

11 

10 

10 

11 

12 

14 

34 

34 

3j y 


75 

75 

82 

181 

181 

193 

12 

13 

13 

J5 

14 

16 

34 

32 


Backorguuge 

73 

74 

78 

174 

175 

185 

12 

10 

12 

12 

13 

13 

3j 

35 

34 


82 

81 

83 

183 

197 

193 

10 

B 

13 

10 

12 

11 

35 




35 

33 

30 

202 

201 

204 

13 

9 

14 

11 

15 

12 

34 

34 


Chittagong ... 

84 

90 

93 

182 

195 

201 

11 

11 

13 

14 

13 

16 

34 

32 

32 

Chittagoug Hill Tracts 

75 

75 

... 

202 

203 


12 

10 

12 

11 

... 

... 

32 



Hill Tippera ... 

77 


... 

130 

196 

... 

10 

3 

10 

3 

... 

... 

3. 

35 


BIHAR AND ORISSA ... 

73 

71 

78 

170 

164 

173 

11 

IS 

12 

16 

12 

16 

33 

33 

33 

NORTH BIHAR 

73 

72 

76 

164 

162 

168 

13 

17 

13 

17 

13 

17 

34 

34 

34 


73 

73 

73 

153 

153 

162 

15 

19 

15 

19 

16 

20 

33 

33 

33 


63 

67 

72 

157 

157 

165 

12 

16 

12 

16 

13 

17 

35 

34 

31 


73 

70 

76 

153 

151 

164 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

19 

34 

34 

33 


73 

74 

75 

157 

102 

160 

14 

17 

13 

17 

13 

16 



Bhagalpur 

Puruea 

73 

76 

73 

73 

77 

75 

168 

190 

168 

187 

175 

187 

10 

9 

15 

12 

11 

10 

13 

12 

11 

11 

16 

14 

35 

33 

35 

32 

33 

South Bihar 

70 

64 

74 

160 

147 

163 

13 

17 

13 

17 

14 

18 

34 

34 

33 

ritna 

64 

57 

67 

153 

133 

150 

15 

18 

15 

19 

15 

' 20 

34 

35 

34 

Gaya 

Shahabad 

Jlonghyr 

71 

65 

74 

161 

150 

166 

13 

16 

13 

16 

14 

17 

34 

34 


65 

78 

64 

63 

73 

80 

154 

169 

150 

154 

162 

171 

10 

14 

15 

18 

10 

13 

16 

17 

12 

14 

19 

18 

34 

34 

34 

33' 

9B1SSA 

65 

65 

69 

152 

151 

152 

11 

15 

11 

16 

12 

18 

33 

33 

32 


67 

66 

71 

155 

154 

163 

12 

17 

11 

17 

13 

20 

33 

33 

32 


61 

64 

65 

145 

143 

154 

9 

13 

10 

13 


16 


34 

33 

Pun' 

65 

63 

53 

153 

149 

126 

12 

14 

11 

16 




OHOT A NAGPUfl PLATEAU ... 

81 

83 

92 

192 

197 

214 

9 

12 

10 

12 

11 

14 

32 

31 

31 

Hazaribagh ... 

83 

93 

77 

93 

89 

93 

190 

219 

174 

218 

200 

225 

10 

11 

11 

34 

9 

10 

11 

13 

10 

10 

12 

13 

33 

30 

33 

34 

28 

32 

32 

35 

33 

29 

32 

30 

Palamau 

Manblium 

Singhbum 

Sonthal Parganas ... ... 

83 

73 

79 

85 

76 

83 

75 

77 

89 

75 

87 

89 

94 

77 

195 

181 

216 

200 

188 

191 

180 

218 

210 

186 

202 

243 

218 

193 

8 

10 

9 

11 

8 

12 

13 

11 

13 

11 

10 

8 

12 

8 

13 

10 

15 

11 

~*n 

li 

13 

10 

"* 15 

12 

15 

12 

33 

28 

31 

33 

32 

26 

31 

32 

Sambalpur ... 

70 

... 

... 

155 



10, 

15 

... 

... 

... 

... 



Orissa Feudatory States 

79 

... 

... 


... 

... 



... 

... 


* 

30 



Chota Nagpur States ••• 

73 


... 

201 

... 


10 








SIKKIM 

72 

62 

... 

186 

1S7 


15 

17 

16 

IS 

1 

... 

31 

34 




note.— I n the calculations for each Province and Natural Division those areas for which figures are not available have been left out of account. 
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20(i 


C'll.Vl’TKU VI. — SKX 


\ \ l IH»IU • l.UU . 


CH A PTER VI. 

SEX. 

l!l(). Tliruiighnut tin* census tallies separata fixities are given fur eaeli 

sex according tu tile subjects dealt with, blit the 
tallies which are must relevant tu a cniisideratioii 
of the statistics are ’Tallies I, II. \ II and XI. and. fur individual castes. 
'Tallies IX and X I \ . Proportional figures illnst rating the more important 
features of the returns are. as usual, given in Subsidiary 'Tallies at the end 
of the chapter, viz. — 

Subsidiary Table /. — (icm-ral proportion of tin* sexes by natural divisions 
and districts. 

Subsidia ry Table II . — Number of females per 1,001) males at dilferont age 
periods by religion at each of the last three censuses. 

Subsidia ry Table HI . — Number of females per 1 .000 nudes at different 
age |n*riods l>v religions and natural divisions. 

Subsidiary Table IV . — Number of females pm* 1.000 males fur certain 
selected castes. 

Subsidiary Table I". — Number of births and deaths reported for each 
sex during the decades IS!) I-1'IOO and l!)()l-l!M0. • 

Subsidiary Table 111. — Comparative statistic^ of births and deaths by 
sex during the same two decades. 

Subsidiary Table VI . — Number of deaths ol each sex at dilTeretit ages. 

(Jll. The proportion of the sexes in Kuroj can countries (excluding those 

in the south-east of Europe,' is very ditferent 
l'leiioi: i ms in-* Tin. m ms. from what it is in those other parts of the world 

for which reliable statistics are available. In tin* former females outnumber 

males in s| ite of a general excess of 
males at birth, as shown in the marginal 
table, from which it will lie seen that 
this is a phenomenon cnmujnn to both 
Latin and Teutonic countries. In 
India, the south-eastern countries of 
Kurope. North America and other 
countries, such as Egypt and Japan, 
the reverse is the case. The deficiency 
of females in India has been ascribed 
by European statisticians, such as Von 
Mayr ami Kirehhoff. to a supposed 
incomplete return of females, which is 
ascribed largeh to " the unwillingness 
of Muhammadans, and to some extent 
of Hindus also, to mention to the 
enumerators the young women living in 
their zenana.” The subject will be 
discussed later in this cha) ter, and here 
it will be sufficient to invite attention 
to the fact that the relative paucity 
of women is not confined to India. 

612. The excess of males in Bengal. Bihar and Orissa, which has been 
Si.x I’lioroiiiioN uv uai. 111 . shown in the marginal table above, is due to the 

preponderance of males in Bengal, for there is 
an excess of females in Bihar and Orissa. In the actual population of Bengal, 
i.e.. the population actually enumerated in each district, including immigrants 
from outside, there are 945 females to every 1,000 males, whereas thei*e are 
1,043 females to every 1.000 males in Bihar and Orissa. Females are in defect 

This chapter has been written in collaboration with my Personal Assistant, Balm Naba Gauranga 
Ba&ak, M.A., Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector.:: 
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CHAPTER VI. SEX. 


Birbhum, Murshidabad and Malda on the east, in the frontier State of 
Hill Tippei'a in the exti’eme south-east, and in Howrah in the south: 
Elsewhere males preponderate. The proportion of females is highest in the 
more distinctively Hindu localities, viz., West Bengal (994) and Central 
Bengal (972). It is lowest in the divisions which have a majority of Musal- 
mans, viz., East Bengal (965) and North Bengal (965). In Bihar and Orissa 
also the proportion of females is highest in the most purely Hindu tracts, 
i.e., Orissa (1,028) and North Bihar (1,019). The latter is closely followed 
by Chota Nagpur (1,018), which has a large Animist population. South 
Bihar has the smallest proportion of females, viz., 991 per 1,000 males. 
Females predominate in the natural population of every . district, except the 
border district of Purnea, the inhabitants of which have many affinities to 
the Bengalis, and in Patna and Gaya. The deficiency in these latter two 
districts is to be attributed partly to plague, to which females are more liable 


than males. 

614. In Bengal, Bihar and Orissa as a whole the proportion of females 


Sex proportion by religion. 


1 


both provinces, except the Chota Nagpur 
the districts. In the two provinces as 
Plateau in particular, the Animists have 


in the actual population has been higher amongst 
Hindus than amongst Muhammadans at each 

of the last three 
censuses, but the 
Muhammadans have 
a higher, and not a 
lower, proportion of 
females than the 
Hindus in each pro- 
vince separately. 
This latter feature is 
common to all the 
natural divisions of 
to more than half 


/ ' 

NUMBER (000’s 

OMITTED) OF— 

number of females 

PER 1,000 MALES. 

Province 

HINDUS. 

Musalmans. 


Musal- 

mans. 


Male. 

Fern tie. 

Male. 

Female. 

HINDUS. 

Bengal, Bihar ami 
Orissa. 

Bengal 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

26,413 

10,843 

15,565 

26,281 

10,097 

16,184 

14,153 

12.377 1 

1,776 

13,768 

11,860 

1 908 

993 

931 

1,040 

973 

958 

1,074 


Plateau, and 

a whole, and in the Chota Nagpur 
a larger proportion of women than 
either Hindus or Muhammadans. 
It seems probable, therefore, that 
in Chota Nagpur the greater 
excess of females amongst Hindus 
is due mainly to the fact that 
they are mostly of aboriginal 
stock. Statistics for natural 
population by , religion are - not 
available, but we have already 
seen that migration is not so 
extensive as to turn the balance 
of the sex proportions. It is also 
clear that, if the effects of migra- 
tion be eliminated, the difference 
between the figures for Hindus 
and Musalmans would be greater 
still in all parts of Bihar and 
Orissa except the Chota Nagpur Plateau, as Hindu males form the majority 
of the emigrants. 

615. There is a general deficiency of females amongst all the Bengali 
Sex proportion by caste. Hindu castes, excej t Bagdi (a, 010), Baishnab 

(1,205), Bauri (1,035), Bhumij (1,078), Chasi 
Kaibartta (1,001), Sudra (1106) and Tiyar (1,074), all, be it noted, low classes. 
A few other castes or tribes, which are of Mongoloid origin (and cannot be 
called purely Bengali) also have a slight excess of females, viz., Khambu and 
Jimdar (1,012), Kuki (l,00l),Magh (1,040) and Mecli (1,101), and also the Dra- 
vidian Oraon (1,055). In Bihar and Orissa nearly every caste has a prepon- 
derance of females, the exceptions being the three high castes of Babhan 
(967), Brahman (1,000) and Rajput (995), the ubiquitous Baniya (995) and the 
Animist Bhumij (986). Statistics of emigration by caste not being available, 
it is impossible to say how far the varying paucity of males in the different 
castes of Bihar and Orissa is attributable to tho exodus of their males ; but 
it is noticeable that there is no striking deficiency among the Animist 


Division. 

Number of females 
PE n 1,000 MALES 

IN 1911. 

Number of districts 
IN WHICH THE EXCELS 
OF FEMALES IS 
• REATEST AMONG.— 


Hindus 

Musalmans. 

Hindus. 

Musalmans. 

Bengal 

931 

958 

12 

18 

West Bengal 
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Central „ 

852 

906 
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North 
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955 

1 

8 

East 

960 

973 

6 

4 

Bihar and 

Orissa . 

1.040 

1.074 

11 

12 

North Bihar 

3,03* 

1,066 


6 

South „ 

1,020 

1,177 



Orissa 
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1,118 
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Chota Nagpur 

P.atcau. 
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975 

10 
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periods iliustrato the special predilection oE women for multiploR 

of 10 in stating their ago, 

5 KVrt I***} 5^0 WW <A-4A 4* V) VWI A* #> t M ,1 . . 0 r 


W Y f* 'vhilo the steady increase 
NUMBER or FMUS t o i.ooo males at each agc PEBCO , \ u their relative nnmher 

/i * 1 j is due in part to their 

Ar~ B£f£B£NC£S h ^'ater longevity, to which 

,„ Q ' / y wtST actf>L I reference has been made in 

■ / \\ • TJ the last chapter. 

,,00 T'^Vvr ~l\~n~ The figures and graphs 

, 0 i 0 - v. ii \\y Ill — showing the proportions of 

•/ Y / / females to males in Bihar 

IOOC n , u- — ' - ant j Orissa have a general 

w IVv ;L^ \V .'-J - resemblance to those for 

\\\ if f \\( /\/ /,-)•. i /•' Bengal. But, owing to the 

° 0C ~ % 1ft \ V\ /.; rmrr general excess of females 

we AVvoi \ \ , — throughout the new pro- 

* \\ / \ . 7 / v7- | vince, the graphs for its 

sac w T\ V -i'l T j~ natural divisions are mostly 

tjc : 1 j- above the line of equality, 

// \/ i j whereas the gcm*ral pre- 

rx y ^ pomlerance of males in the 

«4 A o ,5 2 o h io ii .i s? is <0 40 '!* I lesidenc.v causes the 

graphs for Bengal to be 

below that linn at most of tin* age periods. 

(517. Since I SSI the proportion of females to males in the actual population 
Vvi:t\rn.\- i\ o \ 1 1 has steadily declined throughout Bengal. This 

is due partly to the increasing number of immi- 
grants from other provinces, who are mostly males, and partly to the actual 

• decrease in tin* relative number of females. That 

Mmiun .1 iwiib there has been such a decrease is apparent from 

> hi i <*«i m o is r in* returns of natural population, the proportion 

ull of females in which Ini', also heen decreasing 

during the last thirty years in all the districts of 
I Bengal except Dinajpur. Jalpaiguri. Bogra. Gooch 

HlM "‘ 1 Behar. Backergnngt*, Noakhali and Hill Tippera. 

«>rui .. mi mo In respect ol the actual population, onlv six 

Uhuinnul, . .*^3 .>73 r * , . i* • \ L V « i, 

ura'iiTuu . 303 x- on t <>! unity districts , uui Mates. viz., Bogra. 

^mimihiMuou i,™ ijj.i [vhuhia, Tippera, Noakltali, the Chittagong Hill 

(raurtiubatji » . i ooi i.oo- iractsaim i i ill l ippem, show au increase m the 

iiaiumauii s.pit 3 ji i «oi relative strength of the female population. The 

Kumar ami LoiiTr jh i,i«i» decline is further apparent in the returns for 

Kumtd . pto individual Hindu castes, but not among the abori- 

sam n «lu,ir'.. 37 i 3 o ginal castes.* It is natural that in these circum- 

iu, b,,or 330 oh stances the price of brides should go up. but it is , 

suSaiu.tu :: ms '’ass not so easy to understand why. when males are 

Sutradh ir ... 037 05J I • , • , * ' . T • 

Tanti ... . i .03 j i ooo 1 ) 00 * 0111111 ^ nroportionatei v more niunerous, cne price 

Teh atul Till ... 1 , 00 * l.O.’l c ! * l ' ill! 

or hmU‘GTooms should ht» nsinsr among 1 so many 

Hindu vm> \nj- , ^ ^ ° 

mivt, cast(»s. 

t»aro . ... 5*1 In Bihar and Orissa, on the other hand, most 

onion' ~ l;Sja IS of the disf riots of North Bihar, Orissa and Cliota 

Tippoit. * ! 'obi 031 Nagpur show a steady increase in the proportion of 

i females during the last three decades, for which the 

increasing number of male emigrants seems to be 
largely responsible. For, in the natural population, the proportion of females,. 

— - — which grew from 1881 to 1901. has fallen during 

h',7 ''ihVmh!; 0 " the last decade, when emigration was greatly 

nit lomim. quickened. The districts of South Bihar, however. 

___ j • c,l un v a decline in the relative number of women 

J.' 3 since 1881, which may be attributed in part to 

West Deussi ... 1,03s 1,016 plague, to which, as already stated, females 

North' 1 oso 337 succumb more than males. The decline in the 

No«h 7! i , mi J i, 06 t proportion of females is also noticeable in the 

ou&a ..7 7! l',o-.s t i,°ij figures for each age period given in Subsidiary 

1 Table IT, and to a greater or less extent 'in 

the number speaking the native language of each locality, viz.. Bengali 


>n 

IJUNhAI. 


UaI.Iv i . 

1) »rul 

Uhuinnul. 

Bnihin.*!! 

Clum.tr Min) Muehi 
Dhob t . 

Doni 

(fAUfllubanl . 
fiouU ... ... 

Hajutanutl Vaplt 
Jogt 

Kunur iml Lohnr 
Kav^ath 
Kumlur . 

May ni . , 
NamRsUtlra 
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lUlblitaJ 
SwtlgOp .. 
Subarnuluuli . . 
Sutrailh tr 
TantJ ... 

Teh am I Till 

Hindu vm> \nj- 

M 1 *>T, 
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largely responsible. 
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1011. 

AVcst Bengal 

1.03* 

1,016 

Central ,, ... 

374 

33* 

North „ ... 

9G0 

337 

Kftfct ,, ... 

9*3 

3*0 

North Bilftr 

1,064 

1,08* 

South „ ... 

1,032 

1 03”i 

Ousaa ... 

1,0>S 
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movements of the people. fn Bihar and Orissa, however, there is an excess 
of females in fch > actual population as in Europe, whoreas in Bengal they are 
in defect, the ollecfc of their lower mortality not being sufficient to bring their 
numbers up to, much less above, that of the males. 

BID. In some districts of Bihar the ravages of plague arc reducing the 

proportion of females considorably. f tn effects 

loTM.-rH of i-i.Afi ok. ma y 1, 0 realized from tho marginal table, in which 

figures are given for Patna, Bhahabad and fSarun, which have suiiored more 

than any other districts during tho 
“ ’ last decade, the total plague mortal- 

tty representing a death-rate on !), 
DtITHUT Actual {htjtu'.iHon. . N it i Ml pojmU* ion. I 3 and 8 pi r cent, respectively on tho 
, ------ | population of 1001. In order to dia- 

lw, ‘ ,WI ‘ ■ ,sal - | ,MI - S count the effects of migration, figures 

| are given for natural as well as for 
i’iffilbu ::: IS* ‘ ,.J-i , ! actual population. Migration should 

■ Sjr4 '* ! -vuo uii ion I.»u ( help to increase the proportion of 

' . . I women in the actual population, 

because it lias grown greatly in 
volume and the majority of tin* emigrants aro males. Not only is the revurso the 
case, but the decline in the number of males is even greater in the natural 
population than in the actual population. Plague must be held largely, though 
not entirely, responsible for the change which has taken place in tho sex 
proportion. Women are far more exposed to its attacks than moil, owing to 
their living much more inside the house, and to their going about with 
bare feet, which are liable to be bitten by tho plague-rat flea. Moreover, 
when plague breaks out, though the villagers leave their homes and encamp 
out in temporary huts, women will persist in returning either for the worship 
of the household god or to obtain fond from the household store. The 
incidence of mortality among them is, in fact, more than half as great as 
among males, the plague death-rate for females in Bihar and Orissa during 
the live years 1905-10 being 11*7 per miile, while it was only 7'5 per mills 
among males. 

620. A question which naturally arises is why the lower mortality of 

females in Bengal does not turn the balance of the 
tiufa. sex proportion in their favour, as it does in Euro- 

pean countries and also in Bihar and Orissa. In 
Bengal, however, the number of females brought into the world is, relatively 

; — , to males, fewer than in Europe or 

i Mjiuut at pku i.wo« j J 3 jj> ar ant l Orissa, so that, ceteris 

~ . " ! paribus , the proportion of females 

; At cmu.. , uiniu. , dc uia | must naturally be lower. Further, 

Europa (avaraao) ... j i, 03 a 34a j 94s j the conditions of female life in Bengal 

r, utiami j l.osd ' os, > 33„ are far less favourable to their 

Germany ... ... i 1.032 22 ! I chances o£ survival than in Europe. 

I rot and I . !:“r ( i,ol« J The principal factors in question are 

Bong a/ | o -is ' 941 8 9 S briefly as follows : — 

Bihar and Origan ...j 1,043 j 955 1 940 (l) The first, and not the least 

— — — - -- important, is the neglect of females 

0 The figure* for European countries atu for ISQ0. c l * • lit 

from an early age. As is well known, 
male children are ardently desired, and the birth of a girl is generally 
unwelcome. . This is especially the case among castes where the father has 
to pay heavily for a bridegroom and has alread}' had several girls. As a 
natural consequence, girls receive less attention than boys, and, though 
constitutionally stronger, their natural advantage in this respect is minimized. 

( 2 ) _ The second factor is early marriage and premature sexual intercourse 
and child-bearing. In Bengal girls are generally married at a tender age and 
are usually allowed to cohabit with their husbands as soon as they attain 
puberty : they often menstruate in the 12 th year, and conceive in the 
thirteenth. In fact, wives aged 15 or 16 are either mothers of children 
(living or dead), or are suspected of being barren. Early coition and 
premature maternity very often do irreparable injury to the young wives’ 
constitution, and naturally raise their death-rate at this period of life. 

( 3 ) To some extent, also, infantile mortality is indirectly the cause of 
mortality among mothers. An abnormally large proportion of infants die 
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r<UJKTHV. 

.\t Utlt.lt OF FKMAl.fc* PKlt 1,000* j 
| MALI*. } 

1 ‘ ! 
At census, UirtLi. J Dcrtht. ! 

1 ' _ 

£ui>opo (ava ruga ) ... 

| 1,033 

048 j 

943 

England 

1,068 

26* 1 

33 6 

Scotland ... ... 

* 1x037 

333 ! 


Germany 

l 1.032 

348 

322 

Franco 

1,032 

26! 

330 

Ireland 

, 1.027 

3U 

1,018 

Bong a! ... 

I 94S 

041 

895 

Bihar and Orlsaa ... 

J 1,043 | 

9SS 1 

940 


0 The figure* lot European countries aiy for 1500. 
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the parents. Tliis theory is consonant with tho fact that in Bengal, where 
husbands an*, with very lew exceptions, considerably older than their 
wives, the proportion of male births is greater than in Bihar and (Jhota 
Nagpur, where they are move equal in age. 

(2) An intense desire of the parents may have some effect on the sex 
of the child. In India the universal desire of parents is to have male 
children, and various expedients, c.y., charms and amulets given by suclhus, 
fakirs, etc., offerings to gods and goddesses, etc., are resorted to in order to 
obtain its fulfilment. Among the Hindus there are special religious cere- 
monies like PunsKOiin (male-making), a brief account of which is given' 
in the next ehapter. Needless to say, universal as is the desire for male 
children, the proportion of male births varies greatly in different parts of 
tlie country. 

()*>) In mountainous countries more hoys are horn than girls.’* This theory 
receives some confirmation from tho figures for Darjeeling and the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts, where females are in a minority, Init not from tin* sex 
statistics of ( Tota Nagpur, where females are in marked excess. In the plains 
of Bengal, moreover, loonies are in defect. 

\ l) Differences in sex proportions are due to race rather than locality or 

olimate.f Tho Dravidian races to 

~~ ~ , lllU i sutural which the people or C'hota Nagpur 

, ' oimU " 0 '- 'T U,10I C belong have an excess of females, 
while the Mongoloid tribes of [fast 

aanaat a * s 370 and North Bengal have a paucity of 

women. In iact, tin? proportion of 

lmu'mX"”-- ■■ - females to males is, as shown in the 

margin, generally lowest in tho tracts 
where the Mongoloid element in the 

population is strongest. 

(a) Consanguineous marriages produce a considerable excess of male 
births. This theory is not consistent with the fact that the Muhammadans, 
who allow cousins to marry, have a lower proportion of males than the Hindus, 
who do not. 

A short account of the popular ideas regarding the causation of sex, together 
with a description of the ceremonies performed in order («) to make a woman 
conceive and [b) to secure male offspring, is given in the next chapter. 

923. Before bringing this chapter to a close, one interesting fact may be 

briefly noticed, viz., that the proportion of the 


Bangitf 

J lljvvltf Ilf 
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sexes at birth is not uniform throughout the 


Statistics or average monthly births by sex from 
1902 to 1909 have been compiled for Bengal and are illustrated in the marginal 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF MALE 8IRTHS TO 100 FEMALE BIRTHS dsnnnrS 

W!s|5|g|5|§j^|s|&|t;|s|a|5|s|5|£[5|iy|§fsi|b'|§|s| figures for 1892— 
int) ------------------------ I900j are ■ also 

l07 ^ ^ A ^ exhibited. It wall 

— \ ^ ''-fA \A H s,. be seen from tin’s 

! 3 1 I 69 , 2 T ’I 00 , LUU 1 , 'P 0 ? 'V°, 1 diagram that in 

Bengal the number 

of male births, relatively to female births, is least in December and January 
and greatest in August. Except for this, no general correlation is traceable 
between the season of gestation and the sex of the child. 

° \V (pterin arck’s Human Jfarriaye. 

t Rental Census Report for 181)1. 

t Appendix IV, p. XXII, Bengal Census Report of 1901. 
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CHAPTEU VII. — CIVIL CONDITION. 


643. Widow marriage (i d natty a or sanga or thain ) is very common in 
Orissa, and presents some peculiar features which may be mentioned here. 
It obtains among almost all castes, except the Bengali settlers, the Brahmans, 
the Karans and the Mahanaik section of the Khandaits, who are gradually 
working up to a higher standard of orthodoxy. The ceremony is generally 
of a simple character. Some ornaments and cloth are given to the bride, 
and the caste people have a feast. The particular ornament the presentation 
of which by the bridegroom to the bride appears to be indispensable, is a 
bala or bangle, so that »vidow marriage is sometimes called Baladewa (giving 
a bala). An odd number is very unlucky. A man may therefore many a 
widow without danger if it is his second or fourth marriage, but not if he 
is a bachelor marrying his first or a widower marrying a third wife. When a 
bachelor takes a widow wife, he first goes through a form of marriage to a 
Sahara tree. One of the branches of the tree is lowered and placed in his 
hand and a garland is tied round his wrist, as is generally done in the case 
of marriage with a woman. Then the widow is brought before the bride- 
groom, garlands are exchanged, and the bridegroom presents a bala to the 
bride and maxes her wear it. If a widower marries for a third time, he also 
marries a 5 ih.ira tree before he takes the widow as his bride, so that the 
tree becomes his third wife and the widow the fourth wife. The idea is 
simply superstitious. The Koltas say that if a bachelor marries a widow, he 
will become an evil spirit after death ; he therefore goes through a mock 
marriage with a flower before the real marriage with the widow. There is a 
similar custom among the Halwais of Bihar. When a Hahvai bachelor marries 
a widow, the ceremony takes place, as is the usual practice, in the widow’s 
house, but before going there the bridegroom is formally married in his own 
house to a sword or a piece of iron, which he bedaubs with vermilion as if it 
were his bride. 

644. The provisions of the Brahmo Marriage Act (III of 1872) do not 
Th E Bhahmo Mbbuof Act. a PP ear to be utilized to any great extent for the 

re-mamage of widows. 4he total number of 
marriages celebrated under it in Bengal during the decade 1901-10 was only 
335 (of which two-thirds took place in Calcutta), and in 34 cases only were 
the brides widows. 

645. A special form of widow marriage, which is common among abori- 
ginals and low Hindu castes' in Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa, and is also practised to a certain extent in 

Bihar, is that which is sometimes called the levirate. Levirate is the designa- 
tion of the Jewish custom by which a dead man’s brother had to marry his 
widow, in order that he might continue his line — raise up seed to him, as it is 
commonly called.* The first son begotten by him succeeded to the dead 
man’s property. This is a misnomer as applied to the Hindu custom by which 
a widow may be married to one of her husband’s younger brothers. It must 
be a younger brother, and there is no idea that such a marriage is necessary 
in order that he may act as a kind of substitute for the dead man and produce 
offspring. In fact, he may marry the widow even though she already has 
sons, and he need not necessarily be a bachelor or a widower. The idea is 
that the woman belongs to the husband’s family because they have paid the 
bride-price, and that her property must remain in the family. This idea is 
translated into practice by some castes and races. Among the Sautals a 
younger brother who takes the widow as his wife (or co-wife if he has already 
been married), does not go through any marriage ceremony and no bride-price 
is paid, as they say they have already paid for her and she belongs to the 
family. Among the Hos and other castes, if either the younger brother or 


Le\ ibatf 


0 Cf Deuteronomy, XXV, 5 — 10 “If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no 
child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger her husband’s brother shall go in 
unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perforin the duty of an husband’s brother unto her. And it 
shall be, that the fhstboru which she heareth shall succeed m the name of his brother which is dead, that 

his name he not put out of Israe 1 And if the man like not to take his brother’s wife, then let his 

brother’s wife go up to the gate unto the eldeis and say, My husband’s brother refuseth to raise up unto 
his brother a name m Israel , he will not pei form the duty of my husband’s brother. Then the eldeis of 

his city shall call him, and speak unto him and if he stand to it, and say , I like not to taAe her, thui shall 

his brother’s wife come unto him in the presence of the ciders, and Ioo«-e Ins shoe from off his foot, and 
spit m Ins face, and shall answei and say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up Ins 
brother’s bouse. And his name shall be called in Israel, the house of him that hath his shoe loosed.” 
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CHAPTEK VII. — CIVIL CONDITION. 


separate room is allotted to each, and they are given- a daily allowance of food 
from the zamindar’s store-room, which they cook themselves. A few only, who 
are favourites of the Rani, are allowed to take their food from her kitchen. 
“Almost all the Rajas and big zamindars”, writes one' correspondent, “insist 
on having and get young unmarried girls as presents when they marry. 
The greater the number, the greater the eclat of the occasion. These girls 
are maids of all work, and the more handsome among them share the beds 
of their mistresses’ husbands. This practice goes further in some cases, 
and it is not uncommon that, at the time of marriage, one or more of these 
girls' are honoured with a garland and the girl so honoured is called Phul 
Bai and receives treatment almost on a par with that of the Pat Rani or 
principal wife.” The custom is falling into desuetude with the advance of 
education and the raising of ethical standards. The example set by that 
enlightened ruler, the late Maharaja of Mayurbhunj, has had not a little to 
do with the result, for he would not allow any such presents to be given- 
at his marriage and was the first to protest against the practice. , 

652. Polyandry may be of two kinds, viz., matriarchal, where a woman 

marries several men who are not related to each 
Polyandry. other, and fraternal, where brothers have a 

common wife. Fraternal polyandry only is found in this part of India, where 
it is practised by theiBhotias, and, in a modified form, by the Santals. Pro- 
perty among both races descends through the male and not through the female, 
as is the custom where maternal polyandry is in vogue. The rules regulating 
cousin marriage among the Bhotias of Sikkim are probably connected with the 
institution of fraternal polyandry. There it is not considered right that 
a man should marry his cousin on his father’s side, though recently there 
have been a few cases where a man has married his father’s sister’s daughter. 
He may marry his cousin on his mother’s side, whether the daughter 
of his mother’s brother or of his mother’s sister. The reason given is 
that the bone descends from the father’s side and the flesh from the 
mother’s. Should cousins on the paternal side marry, it is said that the 
bone is pierced, resulting in course of time in various infirmities. The 
Santals so far practise fraternal polyandry that a man’s younger brothers 
have a recognized right to intercourse with his wife ; they must, however, 
observe a certain amount of decency and not make tod open a display of their 
relations. According to the Rev. L. 0. Skrefsrud, the younger brothers 
formerly enjoyed this privilege even after they were married, but at present 
the wife is usually common property only while they are unmarried. 

653. Polygamy is recognized as admissible, but is generally prohibited 

by its expense or inconvenience, for few men can 
Polygamy. ahord more than one wife or bear the domestic 

discord that the presence of two or more wives entails. Marrying more than 
one Avife is, moreover, regarded by the better classes of Hindus as disreput- 
able, unless a man’s wife is barren, or has not borne him a son who will 
tarre his salvation after death, or suffers from some incurable disease. ' 
Jauria Paharias, or Maler, of the Sonthal Parganas polygamy 
lized institution, but is regulated by definite rules. 

jves, and may even many five or six sisters, 
"^^wfirst and she consents to his marrying 
prefer of age, and, if already married 
Aer sister to wife. The first wife is 
ubordinates. The wives live in the 
aeps in the centre, and the wive.' 
bis having intercourse with a younger 
vife, he is liable to punishment by the* 
is let off with a warning, but if he 
/lations with his wife’s younger sisters 
/ind of polygamy. He commonly enjoys 
becomes pregnant, he must make her his 
by his wife. On the contrary, she 
/rages it, though Santal wives are dsually 
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the Mundas. When the bridegroom’s procession arrives near the house or 
village of the bride, it is met by a procession from the bride’s house. When 
the two processions meet, the mothers or the aunts (either paternal or 
maternal) oE the bride . and bridegroom advance with pitchers of water in 
their hands. Then they sprinkle water on one another with mango leaves, 
and, after washing one another’s feet, embrace. 


BIRTH CUSTOMS. 


65(3. The treatment of women and children at child-birth in Bengal. Bihar 

and Orissa is generally regulated bv the Sasthi 
i.EATMENT^AT^anLD-un.Ti 1 . system, which is so called because the worship of 

Sasthi. the tutelary goddess of young children 
and of women at child-birth, is an essential feature in it. 

The expectant mother is taken to a lying-in room ( suti/ca ghtir ) shortly 
before delivery. The character of the room depends on the means and 
enlightenment of the family, but generally it is one of the worst rooms in the 
house, or a shed is erected outside in the compound. Among the poorer 
classes, the woman’s accommodation is wretched. A portion of one of the 
living rooms may be screened oil. or she may have to use the verandah ; 
some doctors even state that the cowshed or kitchen is occasionally used. 
As a rule, when a separate room is assigned, it is small, dark and ill-ventilated. 
Bad as the ventilation would naturally be. the perflation of air is often 
absolutely impossible owing to windows and apertures being closed with mud 
or stuiled with rags ; this is done in order to prevent the mother and child 
catching cold, or because of a superstitious belief that it is necessary to keep 
out evil spirits. The outside shed, moreover, is often damp, and no attempt is 
made to admit the sunshine. Among the better castes, the mother is regarded 
as impure, after giving birth to a child, for 30 days, if it is a girl, and 21 days 
if it is a boy. and among some of the lower castes for 6 or 12 days. It 
would therefore 1)0 out of the question to furnish the room, and her 
bedding is poor and meagre. She generally has some straw or an old torn 
mat to lie on, though sometimes a charpoy or laktarosh is allowed. A quilt 
made of dirty old rags serves as a coverlet, while her head rests on a dirty 
pillow or even a brick. However hot the weather, a fire is kept burning in 
the room day and night for at least five and, sometimes, as long as 21 days. 
The belief is that, unless the room is kept at a high tomporature, the child 
will be an invalid or liable to catch cold all his or her life, while the 
mother will get pneumonia or typhoid. The more ignorant, believe that the 
fire has magic power to save mother and child from the influence of evil spirits. 
Sometimes, however, the child is suffocated by the acrid fumes : all the 
same, its death is put down to malevolent demons. For the first five days at 
least, thi> mother is at the mercy of a low-caste midwife, who is called tigu/ii ill 
some parts of Bengal, as it is her duty to keep up the fire (ugni). No male may 
enter the room ami tin* women of her family may not touch her : if they do, 
they have to lu* purified bv a bath before resuming their household duties. 
No doctor can attend on her because of her impure state — this of course is 
not the ease with tin* educated classes. In Orissa, should it he necessary 
to seek medical advice, a drop or two of oil that the young mother has 
touched is put into water, ami the lea It inn or doctor makes his diagnosis 
from tin* way it floats and prescribes accordingly. 

Heal is believed to he necessary for a speedy recovery. In addition to 
the warmth of the fire, the mother and child have hot dry fomentations, and 
the ehihl after being rubbed with mustard oil is laid out in the sun for hours 
at a time: this is believed in some places to strengthen the cranial bones, 
fold drinks are prohibited, as it is thought that they may bring on suppura- 
tion ,,f the womb. Water is either not given at all or very sparingly for the 
first few days : in any ease it is warm or tepid. To keep up her strength, the 
mother is given a eenci-ctien of which the main ingredients are hot spices, 
such as popper ami ginger, and warm nhi ; when she can digest solid 
f i h a 1 , she eats fried rice (V/.ur.ii ami tried garlic. 
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CHAX’TER Til. — CIVIL CONDITION. 


whose names they bear. There is also an idea that virtue is acquired by 
mentioning the name of a god or goddess in addressing a child. Now-a-days 
such names are not so frequently given, but melodious or poetical names, e.g., 
Jyothsna (moonshine) for a girl. 

Among the low castes names are selected more or less at random. 
A child may be named after the day of the week on which it was born, e.g., 
iSombari (born on Monday), or the name may mark some physical peculiarity, 
or it may even be the designation of some common article. 

Among the Bkuiyas of the Orissa States the name of the grandfather is 
generally given to the eldest son, that of the great-grandfather to the second 
son, and then the names of collataral relatives according to seniority-; but it 
is not unusual to give a name that commemorates some incident or event that 
happened on the day of the child birth. Thus, if the child is born on the 
anniversary of a festival, he may be called after it, e.g., as Dasahara. If a 
European happens to pass through the village on the day of a child’s birth, 
the child will be named Saheb or Gora (white man), while, if it is visited by a 
Musahnan, a dealer, a peon or a constable, the child’s name Avil lbe Pathan, 
Mahajan, Chaprasi or Sipahi (sepoy) as the case may be*. 

664. If women have failed to bear children before, or if their children 
have been still-born or have died shortly after birth, opprobrious names are 
given in the belief that this will avert the evil eye or fail to attract the god of 
death. Such names as Tinkauri and Panchkauri are supposed to mean that' 
the child is worth not more than three or five coivries. Similar names are 
Sachunia (the broomstick), Kangalia (the poor), Haran (the lost one) and the 
like. A boy needing special divine protection is often named Haribola. Super- 
stitious parents will not disclose the names to outsiders and use such terms as 
Meghar Bap (father of Megha), Tukir Ma (mother of Tuki), etc. In Orissa 
there are often fictitious sales of children in order to save them from a 
premature death. The parents sell them at a small price to women belonging 
to such low castes as Dhoba, Hari, Dom or Ghasi, and repurchase them at 
a higher price. There is an actual, though momentary, transfer, for the 
children are handed over to the low caste ivoman, avIio gives them back to the 
parents after anointing them Avith turmeric powder mixed Avith Avater-and oil. 
Similar sham sales are effected at the shrines of gods and goddesses, the 
priests in this case being the buyers. Among the middle and Ioav classes 
children are named after the caste of the Avomen to Avhom they are sold, so 
that a boy may be called Dhobai, Hari, Pan, Ghasia or Dom, and a girl 
Dhobani, Hariani, etc. Such names are often green too by parents Avithout 
any fictitious sale. The belief underlying these transactions is that the parents 
have committed some sin which can only be expiated by the death of the 
child and that the low caste woman takes the place of the parents and acts 


Deaths is fuegxaxcv. 


ns a scapegoat. 

665. If a pregnant woman dies before delivery, her Avomb is ripped open 

and the feetus extracted. This gruesome task is 
performed by the husband himself at the burn- 
ing ghat. The raison d'etre of the practice is said to be the hope of sarong 
the life of the unborn child, but as it is postponed till the body is about to be 
cremated, this hope must be rarely, if ever, fulfilled. It is noticeable too that 
the foetus is buried rvliile the rvoman is burnt, and it is probable that the origin 
of the practice AA r as to prevent the rvoman becoming an evil spirit and injuring 
the family. The Bhuiyas of the Orissa States burn the embryo and the corpse 
\on opposite banks of a stream, the idea being that as no spirit can cross a 
\stream. the mother is unable to become a rvitch Avithout union Avith her child. 
Hi all other cases the Bhuiyas bury their dead. When a pregnant Oraon 
AAvmian dies, her ankles are broken and her feet wrenched backAvard to 
prevent her spirit rvalking ; a bundle or thorns and a heavy stone are also 
played over her grave to prevent the spirit getting out. 

1)66. As is Avell known, it is the duty of Hindus to observe twelve puri- 
ficatory rites, called Sanskaras, beginning with 
conception and ending with marriage, which are 


llm_3 cy frehsancy. 


L. E, Orissa States Gazettrer^ pp. 19, 50. 
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CHAPTER VII. — CIVII. CONDITION. 


names of the wife and husband, and the month in which the pregnancy 
commenced. Another common method of divination is as follows. A stone 
pestle and an earthen plate or lamp are covered with two cane baskets. A 
small boy is asked to uncover one of the two. If the basket over the pestle 
is taken off, it is believed the child will be a male ; otherwise, it will be a 
girl. Occasionally offerings are made under a banyan tree on the day before 
the Siviantonnayan ceremony, and the husband takes a leaf off the tree. The 
edge of this is steeped in the juice of a plant called hantihari and held to the 
nose of the wife. If she sneezes, it is believed there is a male child in the 
womb and. if not, a female child. There are also, of course, ideas, which are 
common to women in many countries, that the sex of the child can be known 
from the position of the womb and the colour of the nipples, that if the 
expectant mother looks dark and thin during her pregnancy, the child will be 
a male, etc. Some women also think that if conception takes place in the 
bright half of the lunar month, it will result in the birth of a male child, 
and. if it occurs in the dark half, in the birth of a female. 


RELATIONSHIP. 


668. Hindu females are debarred by custom from mentioning the 

names of their husbands and of their husbands’ 
lrin/s of j!Ei.ATio.\sHir. superior relatives, such as his father, his mother 

and his elder brother. Males do not, as a rule, mention the names of their 
daughters-in-law or of the wives of their brothers’ or sisters’ sons, but there 
is no strict rule on the subject as there is in the case of women. Orthodox 
women generally refer to their husbands’ elder brothers and other superior 
relatives of their husbands by mentioning them as the “ father of so and so.” 
A husband, however, is usually called by his wife not the father of her son, 
but the son of her son, there being some superstitious objection to the use 
of the term “ father” in connection with one’s own husband. This, though 
the old custom, is not the universal practice, for in Calcutta and its neighbour- 
hood women who have been educated not only call their husbands their 
son’s fathers, hut sometimes go further and actually call them by their 
names. Orthodox old-fashioned Hindu women not only never mention 
the names of their husbands and his near relatives, but also refrain 
from using words which are the same as or similar to those names. 
In order to avoid the difficulty arising out of this practice, curious 
devices are resorted to. Thus a woman, whose husband’s name happens to 
be Madhu will, when speaking of honey (of which the word viadhu is a 
Bengali equivalent),- either refer to it in a round-about way by calling it 
chakbhanga (that which is taken out of the beehive) or transform it 
arbitrarily into Kadhu. Similarly, if the name of a husband’s elder brother 
happens to be Panelni, the woman, in counting, will avoid the word winch 
(five) because it bears a similarity to the name, and call it nach (a dance). 

661). Great respect is paid by Hindu women to their husbands’ elder 

brothers, whom they may not even speak to. Among 
the Santals there are special restrictions on the 
relations between an elder brother and his younger brother’s wife. They must 
not touch one another ; they cannot enter the same room, or remain together 
in the courtyard, unless others are present. Should she come in from work 
in the fields, and find the elder brother sitting alone in the courtyard, she 
must remain in the village street, or in another verandah of the house, till 
some other people enter the house. As a rule, too, she must not sit down in 
his presence : should it be really necessar; for her to do so, she must 
sit on a low stool. 

A similar rule is observed by the Mundas. among whom the younger 
brother’s wife is forbidden to mention the name of the elder brother, or to 
sit in his presence, nr touch him. The husband is similarly forbidden to 
mention the name of Jiis wife’s elder sister or to touch her . ^Bnynul is the 
name given by Oraons to relations subject to such restrictions. The Revd. 


Ktviitirno.','. 
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tin- pet eeiitage is lower -'till. viz.. 11 amongst males ami .‘52 amongst females. 
In t his latter province Hindus are in a strong majority, representing over 
four-lift hs of tlie population, and. as is well known, it is a religious obligation 
for a Hindu to marry and beget a son. and also to get bis daughters 
married before they attain puberty : the very name of sou ( pulru ' is 
due to the fart that he is the means of saving his father’s sold from the 
hell called put. File universal prevalence of marriage among Hindus 
ha' had its effect on other sections of the community, formally have the 
same blood in their veins, being converts from Hinduism or the descendants 
of converts, while those who are on the border-line of Hinduism, and aspire to 
acknowledgement as Hindus, naturally emulate, the example of orthodox 
Hindus. The prevalence of marriage i.s also, to a large extent, due to the fact 
that tin 1 prudential considerations of more advanced communities are not 
entertained. Apart from the price of a bride, it is no great expense for a 
man to take a wife, especially if he belongs to a joint family. Among the 
lower classes he has all the greater inducement to do so. because a wife is not 
only a doiimstie necessity hut also a valuable helpmate, for she supplements 
Hie husband's income bv work in the fields, etc. 

1572. Th «• prominent f*\muvs of tin* statistic** for ago ami an* 

i m i * v»..i : i: mv. i i r ...... i » r .» • 
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CHAPTER VII.' — CIVIL CONDITION. 


observable in the female population. Between 5 and 10 } r ears of age one out 
of every eight Hindu girls in Bengal has gone through the marraiage 
ceremony, and over two-thirds of those aged 10 to 15, whereas the. proportion 
in the Muhammadan community is 9 and 56 per cent, respectively. The 
marginal diagram illustrates graphically the prevalence of early marriage 
and the prohibition of widow re-marriage amongst the Hindus of Bengal. 

675. Bengal being a homogeneous province, there is not so much difference 

between the proportion of the married in different 
localities as there is in Bihar and Orissa with 


Mauhiaok by locality. 


its four natural divisions having divergent characteristics. 
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In the accompany- 
ing diagram, 

therefore, showing 
the proportions at 
each age period, 
Bengal has been 
treated as a whole, 
but each division 
of the other pro- 
vince has been 
plotted separately. 
Marriage appears 
to be a more uni- 
versal institution, 
both among 

Hindus and Musal- 
mans, in Bihar 
and Orissa than in 
Bengal. In the 
general population 
(including bo(h 
Hindus- and Musal- 
mans) the propor- 
tion of married 
persons of both 
sexes is highest in 
North Bihar and 


rare 


lowest in Qrissa : in ttffo former 545 per mille, and in the latter 439 per mille, 
are married. Amonw'-be Hindus the proportion of married women is lowest 
in North Bengal (42/w per mille).; _ . 

676. The nexX'P°int to notice is the prevalence of early marriage and of 
Q its extreme form, viz., infant marriage, which 

ably MARBtW, exists in Bihar and Orissa, but is comparatively 

in Bengal jf In the latter province 20,333 infants under five are married 
v/ and 1,978 are 

w i d o w e d, 
no 
than 
are 
and 
are 
in 
and 
s • a. 
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a smaller 
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many as 2,030 infants under one year of age have 
•riage ceremony, while 553 are widowed. The 
tr Bengal are only 187 and 12 respectively. In 
\ity of these infants are Hindus, but Musalmans 
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^Jhristians are also represented, 


though sparingly 
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v t ■ dist'ii s*. in detail tie* returns for the numerous 
cast. s dealt with in Subsidiary Table V, but the 
tell, .win;; salient features may be briefly noticed, 
common atm.un'st the lower castes than nnium'st the 

higher, as shown 

,,..4 ..... ... . in the margin. (2) 

Ainom'st castes 
-i V-.:- common to both 

’ *' ' ‘ provinces, those 
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i and also 
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mgolian or I)ra vidian origin, ( f) Early marriage is 
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ginai castes and tribes of Mongolian or Dravidian origin. (-1) Early marriage is 
generally morn common amongst Ilindujzcd than amongst non-Hindnized 
members of aboriginal races. This, again, illustrates the influence of the 
Hindus upon their Animist neighbours. 


Anhiitorili Mukcrji, The Position of Women in Bengali Society. 




snBmI8S ..r: < “t > 01 

•:;eiM-.3n Afl 


-aaiuii u-iinGo n r) -T-f 
[5291192 oqa 2 booth hoao usui 

p>OII".OpI-" 02 pOaHcOJOA A[[E29U9g 

aaon i 32 s uoiiioav -femsc; BA2y 
92J1 JO =2123200' pH 31X10.030 0A5U Ouii 
9SOXJ1 2 HO III 5 1B2J1 SI gaiqI22S 320221 
1292.9 St 25222'. 2Dq *9[qE 9022022 SI 
'20*2 op ujoii/A jo aubot *snptnjj 
9222 pUH ‘ogBLUBIUOA A'.OplAl AIO[[B 
OXJ21 'SO III 2253 f[ 92[2 U99Ai39q 200d 
-332 SJIJ2 iri 30U323nip oqp -.Via Hill 
-92 02 SAWOpiAV 2I92J2 AlO[[B ptIH OSE 

2[npE tiB 2B A22BOT oqAi -sisiqppng 
paB sasiuimy sb pons ; S9i2uxmn 
-UI09 392J20 nsqi SAiOptAV 920UI 8AEq 

‘2H2|1 SVAOTfS OS[E 2J 'Sliputjp asguOUIE 12ETJ2 SUBpEUI 
-raBqn K 2S/3U02UB aa9nb32j 920221 qonai si ul g Jt ui OUT, 

AVOpt.VL 15222 20BJ UAiOUJ; J[9A\ 9 22 1 S91E22Sn[[] IIII9UI3 J fi- | . 

-{Bgaag; [522093 
pUB JE guOff 239 ^ "ZIA *[b 2 U0f[ JO 
S922U90 IlpUIfJ AJ9AI20UU8ip 9.10 til 
92{1 UJ OnS jA U t 2SE9J Oq 02 S.IE. ddc 
aOpOBid 2922BJ Siq E *9gBI23ElU02 
/AOpt.'A J0 90I20B2d Oq2 02 AflABd pUE 
p92052JtIO0 92 B S-OSbIJJBIU qOlqAV 
IB 92 b aoqgjq oqa 02 .C[22ud 9np aq 
02 3221393 q.OJqAV T1B92EJJ 2Ild2B\^ 

E20qQ oqi pun E3SI2Q UI S.-AOpi.M 
JO Alton Bd 9AJ2E2EdtH00 B St O.taqx 
*925122512102 A\Op[A\ JO AOUOIlbOlJ 
2925922 32J1 Afj 9[qE9I[dx9 A[UO SI 
IIO 212) IIIO 223 qd Siqa ‘SA\OptA\ .JO uota 


25.-90 


"589 


■• A . 

M2 

cir 


SZl 


if : 

cs 


-"IH 


rfl 

hi 


ZZl 


111 

ICI 

:i: 

t9! 


•nopr’a 

l.V 


(" 


rr -.r ,1 --=-3 

-inio 

— “ Sit'S 

-•TO 3 S-OX 


- VSStUO aHV UYHtB 


'.-OX 
“ I'-.lq 

l«j»a 


nVOH 3 B 


XQUMCl TVS.1IVX 


• Of _o 7 pfo 000*1 JtftxtKBj* ttqtmx 

•UOlSIAtp 


•fS9 


-sodoad q2ii{ v ui apisoa a[[E3iubu asimt o2bi.ueui jo OjjV moj e sy 
[B2II2EU 29qa0 AuE UI UEqa 20A\0[ SI o2b 9Aja \unvj01 If! 

-onpo2d92 oqa jo SAvoppn jo uotaaodoad aqa 'oaoqAi 
-9S[0 UEqa UOUIUIOO 920UI SI 9251225m iC[2E9 q2llOqa MBIJIf] l P J0 £s[ U I 

-£i2Etti mo2j Xq329qa p322Bq9p oq oa puE ‘suojaoBaaaB [Btios2od aioqa asoj 9ABq 
02 20 U922Eq gq OJ SB P[0 OS 20U 92 B OqA\ '92 b 9jqB925I22BUI JO UOUIOAV SOpiqO 

-UI pOI 29 d Siqa SB ‘Of of po2B S9JEIU9J 2II0U1E SAVOpIAV jo joquinu oqa 2uiA\oqs 

s 92 ii 3 1) oqa iuo2j p929qaE2 oq inui sojajuumuioo -aovniavK .«oai.\\ 

2U929qip 2 uouib pun S9iaqBOO{ quoa€*jqip ui sjiBAoad 

SAVOpiA\ JO 02BI22BUI 91 J 2 TfOiq.A oa auaaxo 2UIA2BA oqa JO Bopi ouiog RS 9 ^ 

•UOiaBJIldod JBUlSuoqB sat JO UOtlBZnipUJH 9AlSS92x)OJu 

oqa jo ains92 b sb ifjqBninsaad x 9SB920Ui oqa bo 9q oa 2E?ddu s93ei22eui A]2E9 
920i{av ‘nBoaEj^ 2nd3E£ Baoqf) 9qa 


c 

cz 

tz\ 

IrtS 

! H 

i 

OS 

l 

cc 

T81 

\ 

y 

n 

IS 

9 

Y 

St 

oe 

e 

9 ^ 

•** 5 -jtIlpV 

— 

n«ptcnutqrrc 
~ . •** cp! m 1 

191 

9SI 

zn 

91 

zz 

11 

s uojBjiay tiv 

*IC 8 I 

’I(Wl 

*irci 

•test 

•toei 

•net 



• 01 — c 


1 

■c-o 


1 

i 


adooxo suoisuip jE.inaEu oqa qs oa 
osjb anq ‘8 uo;2i{02 tiiuui oqa ]{B oa 
■iCjUO aou UOUIUIOO SI 0SE9200p 9qj, 

■A’Ejd oaui Ajjnj 920UI ouieo uoiasonla 
ui s.iojobj oqa uoqAV ‘apsoop juaub 
-osqns oqa ui auajxo 29aB9.i2 v oa 
‘TOOT PUBI68I u90A\aoq juojxo 

[[BUIS B OJ p0SB3209p S92BI22EUI 

A[2eo ‘in32Era oqa in iiA\oqs 
SB MOJ *a[nS02 91U0S 2uionpoid 

02 b sioaoBj oo.iqa osoqa J Kt [l joqoq ot[a .toj spuiioi2 oae 020qj J 
-opi.iq pun sopuq jo ooud oqa ui osu oqa ‘‘zia ‘auEatmootioo 20 ‘oouonbosuoo 
SJt (g) puB 2 uja;j jo asoo oqa ui osuaiout oqa (Z-) “pAEpuEjs juotqao 2oq2}q e qauv 
AapTBifiraEj 2025922 ‘juoaxo [[Buis e oa ‘AjjEauopjoui pun ‘uojaEonpa JO UOISUJftp 
20piA\ oqa (x) 92 E osoq.p *01l2oA 2925923 3 uiuie3 

saj 28111535 aSEOf as 20 ‘o3bI 22EUI A[2E0 JO 0OjaOE2d ’IOGI 33XIS SSOIiM^A 

oqa a8ttJE35 oaE.iodo oa pgjoodxo oq A[[E2 ti2eu aq2tui sosueo oaiqj, ‘589 


—<!:«!>> o)o‘t s*nii!) aaiusnxc 


SU1002S 


TT ,f o 


•aovtasivrc A\.oam 


342 


CHAPTER VII. — CIVIL CONDITION. 


Number of widows per 1,000 females, aged 
20— 40. 


686. The figures lor castes given in Subsidiary Table V establish the 
Bv L . ASTE _ following facts. (1) The proportion of widows (per 

1,000 females aged 20 — 40) is very small amongst 
the Himalayan tribes and castes, e.g., Bhotia ((>7), Gurung (54), Lepcha (33), 
Khambu and Jimdar (73) and Mtirmi (53). (2) It is generally higher amongst 

the Hinduized members of aboriginal tribes than amongst the noa-Hinduized : 

as already stated, the former practise early 
marriage more than the latter. (3) It is 
generally high amongst Baidyas (191), 
Brahmans (258), Kayasths (276), Rajputs 
(283) and other castes forming the upper 
strata of Hindu society. The proportion is 
higher still amongst Goalas (323), Chasi 
Kaibarttas (302), Kumhars (307),- Kima- 
sudras (304). Sadgops (326), Sutradhars 
(285), Telis and Tilis (313), etc. All of 
these are castes ranking low in the social 
scale, who look upon the prohibition of widow 
remarriage as a visible sign of respectability 
and good status. (4) Widows'are compara- 
tively few amonst the low castes, like 
Chamars (140) Dorns (197), Muchis (181), etc., who allow widow marriage 
freely, especially in Bihar and Orissa. • 

687. Widows are relatively more numerous than widowers at all ages and 
By sex in all religions. Even in the Muhammadan commu- 

nity, where the remarriage of widows is not only 
countenanced, but even enjoined by Muhammadan law, widowers remarry far 

less frequently than. 

Proportion of the icidoiced per mille of each sex in Bengal, Bihar 
and Oi issa. 



Hiudu. 

A ul inl» t. I 

BENGAL. 



Garo 

00 

87 

Aluuda 

88 

64 

Ovaoli 

136 

87 

£amal 

113 

122 

Tippera 

43 

31 

BIHAR AND ORISSA. 



Bimini j ... 

134 


MumU 

134 

Ul 

Oraon 

104 

138 

Pan 

123 

01 

Santal ... ... 

188 

86 


Age* 

All religions. 

Hindu. 

MCSALMAN. 

ASIMIST. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male, 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

ALL ACES 

... 

43 

190 

S3 

212 

26 

160 

30 

114 

0— 5 

... 

... 

1 

1 

' 2 

... 

1 

O’l 

1 

6—10 

... 

o 

7 

4 

10 

... 

4 

0*3 

2 

10 — 15 

... 

6 

24 

9 

30 

2 

17 

1 

7 

15—20 

- 

13 

54 

17 

67 

7 

35 

8 

30 

20—40 

... 

41 

170 

48 

190 

29 

139 

36 

i00 
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073 

133 
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85 

394 

60 and over 


236 

SOS 

296 

857 

178 

879 

210 

737 


.-widows. The disparity 
of the number of 
widowers and widows 
is even more pro- 
nounced in the case of 
the Hindus, who allow 
men to marry as often 
as they please, but, 
to a large extent, 
lay a ban on widows 
' taking a second hus- 
band. The restric- 
tions on marriage 
already referred to 
are, however, effectual 
in making the number 
of men who have the 

courage to contract a second marriage less than in the case of either Musal- 
mans or Animists. 

688. Both in Bengal and in Bihar and Orissa there has been a steady 

decline during the last three decades in the 
proportion of widows at almost all age periods. 

This seems to be due to the gradual rise in the age of marriage, and partly 
perhaps, in a small degree, to the greater prevalence of widow marriage. 
Amongst the educated members of some of the higher Hindu castes of 
Bengal, there is, as is well known, a movement in favour of - the marriage 
of young widows, and a few such marriages have actually taken place 
among Hindu families of high social status. The proportion of widowers 
at different age periods has increased during .the decennium amongst the 
Hindus and Animists, as well as in the general population of the two provinces, 
but has decreased among the Muhammadans. 

689. The early marriage of girls is often associated with widow marriage, 

e.g., in North Bihar both early marriage and 
widow marriage, are more prevalent than else- 
where. Castes which get their children married 


Variation since 1891. 


Relation between early marri- 
age AND WIDOW MARRIAGE. 
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CHAPTER VII. — CIVIL CONDITION. 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. — PART I. — Distribution by civil condition of 
1.000 of kacii sex, religion and main age period at each of the 

LAST FOUli CENSUSES. 

BENGAL, BIHAR AND ORISSA. 
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(J i l A i'Th K V I U . — KDUCAT10N. 


Kaibarttas and Pods, have reached a very fair average ol litoraey. There is 
however, a i'all in the proportion o[ Cliasi Kaibarttas compared with 1901 ’ 
which is duo to a number of Jaliya Kaibarttas returning themselves as Cliasi • 
the number of educated persons among the Chasis is relatively 2^- times' as 
great as among the Jaliyas. 'L’ho Pods, on tlm other hand, have~made great 
strides, the proportion of (itorates having been nearly doubled. Considerable 
advance has also been made by the Namasudras and Uajbansis, but in spite 
of this only one in every 20 can read and write, whereas among tho Cliasi 
Kaibarttas one in nine, and among the Pods one in seven, can do so. The 
Hughs are the most advanced among the Buddhists, the proportion being the 
same as among tho Cliasi Kaibarttas. Of the Nepalese races, the Newars 
who are nearly on the same level as tho latter, come first, and then the 
Gurungs and Jimdars. Of the Bhotias only 6, and of the Lopchas only 3 per 
cent, can read and write. Among the Musalnian classes the proportion of 
literates is very low. except among Saiyads, of whom 18 per cent, are literate. 
None of the lower Musalman classes have a proportion of even 5 per cent. 

698. Considering how much higher a standard was imposed by the defi- 
„ nition of literacy at this census, it was not to be 

- expected that there should be any remarkable 

increase in the number of literates. There has, however, been an addition of 
632,222, or 2l£ per cent., in which all parts of the province share except 
Nadia and Midnaporo. In the former there is a falling off of 2,4-18, or 2^ 
per cent., which, corresponds to the general loss of population. The change, 
however, must not lie ascribed to this, or to a decline of literacy, but to the 
good work of the census stall - . There was. as already stated, actually an 
increase in the number of literates aged 15 years or more, amounting to nearly 
5 per cent., but this was wiped out by the large decrease among those 
under 15 years of ago. The fact is simply that the enumerators very properly 
declined to enter as literate children who eonhl not write and read a letter. 
In Midnapore where the number of literates has fallen by 30,876, or 10 per cent., 
five-sixths of the decrease has occurred among young persons under 15 years 
of age. Nearly the whole of the decrease is found in the Ghatal. Tamhtk and 
Contai subdivisions, where th'e number of literates has fallen in every thana 
but Kedgeree and Nandigram, two adjoining thanas in the extreme 
south-east. In the Sadar subdivision there is a decline in three thanas, two 
of which (Debra and Garhbeta) adjoin the Ghatal subdivision ; the third is 
Midnapore in the centre of the district, where, however, the decrease (346) is 
very small. Altogether. 15 out of 26 thanas show a decrease and, as they 
contain a population of Bengali Hindus and adjoin the districts of Hooglily, 
Howrah and the 24-Parganas, in which conditions are similar, and in which 
the number of literates has risen considerably, one would a priori expect an 
increase rather than a large decrease. On the other hand, it is in this area 
that educated and intelligent Bengali enumerators are most numerous and that 
the new definition of literacy would be understood and followed. We may 
safely infer, therefore, that the decrease is not real, but due simply to the care 
with which the instructions were followed. Even with this decrease, Midna- 
pore stands fifth in order of literacy among the districts of Bengal, per- 
cent. of the population being literate. Considering the fact there are 145,000 
Animists (mostly Santals) in the district, who only contribute 551 literates, the 
present proportion of literates to the total population js remarkably high, 
and it is difficult to understand how in 1901 it could have been second in 
the list of literates, being surpassed only by Howrah. In this district, as 
well as in Nadia, the decrease is a testimony to the care with which the new 
definition of literacy was applied. 

699. The result of this, as of the last, census is to show that the advance. 

of education among females is relatively more rapid 
Female education-. than among males : the actual increase of female 

literates (90,342) is only a sixth of that returned for the stronger sex, but 
proportionately the growth (56 per cent.) has been thrice as great. The 
greatest advance has been made by Central Bengal, where the proportion 
of female literates has risen from 16 to 24 per mille. In West Bengal and 
East Bengal the gain represents 3 per mille, bringing up the ratio to 11 and 
9 per mille respectively, while in the backward division of North Bengal ’.t 
has risen from 3 to 5 per mille. 
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CHAI'TKIS VIII. — KDUCATION. 


Uio proportion ol literates being imdor 1 por coat.; and the Hceotia of the 
Province is tlm Cliota Nagpur Plateau, whore only oim_of every 36 can read 
and write. Three districts stand in a class by themselves, viz., Patna 
and Balasore, which share the first place, 6\3 per cent, of their inhabitants 
being literate, and-Outtacic, which is but little inferior with a ratio of 6 - 6 
per cent. In only one other district, viz., Puri, is the proportion over 5 per 
cent. In the Feudatory States and in no less than six districts, viz., 
Clnunparan, Hazaribagh, Palamau, Singhbhuin, Angul and Sambalpur, it 
falls below 3 per cent. The position of Clnunparan is noticeable, for it is 
far inferior to any other district of Bihar. The lowest place is held by 
Palauuui, whore the ratio is under 2 per cent. Among the denizens of cities 
one in every seven can read and write, the proportion being one in four 
among males and as low as one in 31 among females. 

703. The returns for Hindus and Musalmans are very different from those 

„ for Bengal, for they are on exactly the same level 

iiom an euueational point ol view, the proportion 
of literates among both being 4 per cent. The latter figure is exactly the 
same as among the Musalmans of Bengal, and it is obvious therefore the 
followers of the Prophet are not more advanced in Bihar and Orissa, lmt that 
the Hindus there are far more backward than their co-religionists of Bengal. 
This is largely the result of the largo number of uncivilised aboriginals in the. 
Cliota Nagpur Plateau, who have been absorbed into Hinduism. The Hindus 


of that tract number nearly !) millions, or nearly three-tenths of the population 
of the Province, hut they contribute under 300,000 literates, or one-fifth of the 
literate population. 

From the marginal statement it will he soen that in the Province as a 



1*110 OUT ION OF LITERATES PER 


MILL Ik 

l 

DIVISION*. 

Ill.MPty. Ml5.vl.MAK.-. 


Stale. | Fciutle. | Male. 

Fcm ile. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA. 

i 1 

81 3 79 

5 

North Isilur 

n 3 j 63 

3 

fcouth Dilute 

M ! i 123 

10 

l>rlv>» ... 

12' 1 1 133 

0 

Ohot.i Nagpur Plateau ... 

„ 

63 3 | HQ 

l 1 

6 


whole the males are, relatively, more, 
and the females less generally 
educated among the Hindus than 
among the Musalmans. Jt will 
also he seen that education is more 
widely diffused among the followers 
of tlu> Prophet in every division 
except North Bihar, where, how- 
ever, the Musalman community is 
strongest, numbering 2 \ millions, or 
two-fifths of the -Musalman popula- 
tion of the Province. If the educa- 


tion of Musalmans had proceeded as far in this division as it lias else- 
where, the provincial average of literacy among them would be _ greater than 
among Hindus. Purnea is the only district, in this division in which the 
proportion of literates among Musalmans does not fall below that for Hindus. 
Outside it there are only two districts (Balasore and the Sonthal Parganas) 
which return a higher ratio for Hindus than for Musalmans. 

Taking the figures for male literates only, we find that 6 per cent, of the 
Hindus in the Cliota Nagpur Plateau are literate : in Palamau the average is 
half that figure. Owing partly to the low standard of Champaran, the pro- 
portion is only 7 } per cent, in North Bihar, whereas it is f) per cent, in South 
Bihar. Relatively the greatest number of Hindu male literates, viz., 12T 
per cent., is found in Orissa, while it exceeds 13 per cent, in both Cuttack and 
Balasore. The only other districts in which more than 10 per cent, of the 
Hindus are literate ai'e Patna (12) and Puri (11). The proportion of male 
literates to the male Muhammadan population exceeds 10 per cent, in no less 
than 1 1 districts as well as in the F eudatory States. In three of • these 
districts, viz., Singhblium, Angul and Sambalpur, it rises above 26 per cent., 
but the actual number is very small, and a large proportion are probably 
iipmigrant Musalman traders. Excluding these three districts, the most- 
advanced Musalman community is found in , Patna, where 17 per cent, of 
the\nales and 2 per cent, of the females can read and write, and then 
in Cdttaek, where the corresponding ratios are 16 and I, respectively. As 
regards natural divisions, Orissa and South Bihar have relatively the largest 
numbeXof educated Musalmans, and North Bihar the least : the proportion of 
Ilf AVnf.AQ ^n the division last named is only half what it is in the two former. 
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CHAPTER VI 11. — EDUCATION. 


76.000. The proportional growth of female literates is nearly exactly the' 
same as in Bengal, but in the case of males it is less than half what it is 
in that progressive Province. 

There has been a decrease in the number of literates in fivo districts and 
eight Feudatory States. Nowhere is the decrease as great as in Orissa, where 
the three districts of Cuttack, Puri and Balasore have an aggregate loss of 

47.000, the porcontago of decrease being 14 per cunt, in Cuttack, 17 per cent, 
in Balasore and 26 per cent, in Puri. The compilation for these three districts 
was most carefully checked, the work being done over again to make sure 
that there was no mistake, and the results worked out yet again by the tick 
system as well as by sorting. The decrease is simply due to the fact that in 
Orissa many more learn to read than to write. The population is largely 
composed of devout Vaislmavas, whoso object is to learn enough to be able 
to read Vaishnava scriptures, the knowledge of writing and composition 
being a secondary consideration. It is common to find people who can read 
printed matter, especially sacred books such as the Bhagavat Gita, hut cannot 
writo more than their names or the letters of the alphabet. All of these 
are necessarily excluded from the returns by the more precise definition of 
literacy. The same phenomenon is noticeable in eight of the Orissa Feuda- 
tory States, viz., Baramba, Tigiria, Nayagarh, Kanpur, Baud, Patna, Bamra and 
Kalahandi. The decrease in Nayagarh is extremely large, the number of 
literates falling from 12,000 to under 5.000. but a priori the figure for 1901 
is suspicious, for the percentage (84- per cent.) of literates to the total popula- 
tion was thrice as high as the average for the Orissa States, and at this 
census no district in the whole of the province has such a high ratio. 

There also has been a falling off of nearly 5 per cent, in Muzaffarpur, the 
greater part of the decreaso occurring in the tliana of Hajipur, in which, it 
may be noticed, the general population also declined by 5 per cent. The 
proportion of literates in this thana has fallen from 6 to 44- per cent., but 
the latter ratio is well above the average’ for the district. In this thana 
too the figures were thoroughly checked, and the results verified by the 
tick system. The only other district in which there has been a loss of 
literates is Hazaribagh, where it amounts to 5£ per cent. This district is a 
backward one, where no considerable increase could be expected in face of 
the new definition, and it is noticeablo that in the neighbouring district of 
Palamau the number of literates has risen by 66 only — an addition altogether 
incommensurate with the general growth of the population. 


COMPARISON WITH OTHER PROVINCES . 

707. The statement below has been prepared to show the extent of 
literacy in the two provinces dealt with in this report, compared with the 
other main provinces in India, and the rate of progress in each. Two age 
periods have been selected, viz., 5-15* and 15 and over, the former being the 
age period adopted by the Education Department as representing children of 
school-going agef : as explained in a former chapter, it includes all children 5 
years old but under 15 years of age. The statement has unfortunately to be 
somewhat long, because in order to see what progress has been made, one has 
to consider not only the number of literates, but also x the actual population 
from which they are drawn : for example, from the decrease of literates aged 
5-15 in Bombay, one might assume that the education of the younger genera- 
tion was declining instead of advancing, whereas it is really due to the loss of 
population of that age. The actual figures are, moreover, of interest as show- 
ing the numbers with which the Education Department in each province has 
to deal. 

= I„ Tab'e VIII statistics are given only for the age periods 0 — 10 and 10 — 15 and not for the period 

5 15, but it may fairly be assumed that no children under 5 are literate (he., able to write a letter to a 

friend’ and read the answer to it), the number of literates returned as aged 0 — 15 is tberefoie taken as 
identical with the number aged 5 — 15. 

f" The Education Department, instead of taking the census figures, calculates the. number as re- 
presentiim 15 per cent, of the population. The basis of this calculation is fallacious, for the actual pro- 
portion is°27 per cent, for males and 251 per cent, for females in Bengal, and 28 per cent, for males and 25 
per cent. forTemales in Bihar and Oiissa. 
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CHAPTER VIII. EDUCATION. 


advance between 1891 and 1901 cannot be called -rapid, the number o£ scholars 
rising by only 74.000 or 7 per cent., while the number of schools fell by 
4,500 ; this, however, was not a real loss, as it was due to small, ineffiicient 
or ephemeral schools being closed down. The progress made during the last 
decade has been remarkable, there being an addition of nearly 4,000 schools 
and of 428,000 pupils the proportional increase of the latter is no less than 
38 per cent. The most noticeable feature in the returns is the advance made 
in female education, for girls’ schools have been- trebled in number and the 
students have multiplied over threefold : the actual number is still liovever, 
comparatively small, being 6,401 and 149,000 respectively. Primary education 
among boys has made the greatest strides ; .though the number of primary 
schools has decreased slightly, the number of pupils has risen by 200,000 or 
26 per cent., and now aggregates over a million. High schools have 126.000 
students on the rolls, the growth since 1901 being 33)000 or 35 per cent. 
The number (108.000) reading in Middle schools is less, but the increase in the 
decennium, viz., 51,000 or 89 per cent., has been greater. On the other hand, 
the popularity of Middle Vernacular schools is declining j they are now fewer 
by nearly 300 and have 12,000 fewer pupils than 10 years ago. Those who 
are sufficiently advanced for a collegiate education number 11,554 or 29 per 
cent, more than in 1901 ; of these, 9,304 attend Arts Colleges and 1,221 are 
students in Law Colleges. 

The returns for Bihar and Orissa show much the same general features, 
there being a decrease of educational institutions between 1891 and 1901, 
but an addition of 6|- per cent, to the number receiving instruction. As in 
Bengal, the advance in the next decade was rapid, schools being more 
numerous at its close by 'nearly 4,000 and pupils by 237,000 or 50 per cent. 
There are now 27,000 colleges and schools with an attendance of 715,000, 
of whom 568.000 or four-fifths are pupils in primary schools. In this province 
also there has been a notable expansion of female education, the number 
of girls’ schools rising since 1901 from 533 to 1,245, and of female scholars 
from 11,000 to 31,000. The number of students in High schools is 23,000 or 
a fifth of that in Bengal, while Middle English and Middle -Vernacular schools 
taken together have only 24, $33 pupils or two-thirds of the number found in 
the Bengal Middle Vernacular schools alone. Collegiate education is also on 
a far smaller scale, there being only 11 colleges with 1,311 students. It is 
noticeable that there is only one Law College with 11 students, while Bengal 
can boast of 11 such colleges with 1,221 students. 

711. The statistics of the results of University examinations, which will 

lie found in Subsidiary Table VIII, are of consider- 
able interest. They show that between 1891 and 

1901 there was a very large increase in tiie number both of candidates for 
different examinations and of those who satisfied the examiners. During the 
last decade, however, though there has been a moderate increase (9 per cent.) 
in the candidates for matriculation, i.e.. the Entrance examination, and a 
large increase (24 per cent.) in those appearing at the F.A. or Intermediate 
examination, thei'e has been a relatively large decrease in the number of 
aspirants for the 15. A. or B.Sc. and M.A. or M.Sc. degrees, and also of 
those examined in Medicine and Civil Engineering. The number of those 
who appeared at the Law examination, however, increased by over one-third, 
and they are now equal to two-thirds of the candidates for the J5.A. or B.Sc. 
degree. I am not in a position to say how far these results are due to the 
revised University regulations. It is possible that prospective candidates for 
the degrees mentioned are deterred by the higher ‘ standard now demanded, 
but, on tho other hand, it is noteworthy that, compared with 1901, the propor- 
tion of candidates that have succeeded in passing is higher in every case. 

In 1901 as many as 56 per cent, of the candidates passed the Entrance 
examination, but in no other examination did the proportion reach 48 per 
cent. In 1911. however, there was no examination which half or more of the 
candidates did not pass, and in the case of the Entrance examination the 
proportion rose to over 70 per cent. The increase in tin* ratio is especially 
great in the case of the B.A. or B.Sc. examination, which is now (51 per cent., 
or more than treble that of 1901. 

712. Subsidiary Table X. which has been compiled from the records of the 

Bengal Library, throws a certain amount of light on 
Krvn-.ui>. »»• i-.--.k-. t j, t . iff era rv activity of the people during the last 
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CH APTEE Y III. — EDUCATION 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE I — Education by Age, Sex and Religion. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
LANGUAGE. 


Ti l. At this census revised instructions were issued regarding the entry 
, of language in tins schedules. In i'.KH it was 

lanl uouii that the language tu bn entered was 
that ordinarily spoken by each person, hut tin’s led to some curious results 
persons returning not, their native language but that which they commonly 
list'd in i n lei eon i st * with tin* outside world. Om* (tornian missionary work - 
mg among the Manilas, for instance, returned Mundari as his language, and 
another, whose converts consisted ul Uranus, as Oraon, while some French- 
men engaged in the silk industry entered Knglish as the language which they 
ordinarily used. To prevent such anomalies, it was laid down at this census 
that tin* language to be returned was that which each person ordinarily spoke 
m his own home: in tin* case of infants and deaf-mutes '* the language 
of the mother was to be entered. This change in the instructions has led to 
greater accuracy in the returns. It was realized that the native language 
was t<> be returned, and not Unit which an immigrant might use in his now 
environment. The increase, for example, in the number of Marwari speakers 
from 11,000 to 07,000 is only partly explicable by increased immigration, and 
is mainly due to tin* revised instructions. The same cause lias led to consi- 
derable variations in the case of languages for which another character is 
used, such as Uengali in 1’uniea, which is commonly written in the ivaithi 
character : in this district the number of Bengali speakers has increased 
eight-fold. Similarly, in the Orissa Division, where the Musalnians speak 
Urdu but use the Oriyu character for it, the number returned as speaking 
Hindi and Frdu lias risen by nearly tK) per cent. 

7 la. Statistics of tin* languages returned will he found in Imperial Table 
X. where they are arranged under three main headings, viz., languages of 
India. Asiatic anil African languages foreign to India, and European langu- 
ages. In Bengal the languages of India arc grouped in four classes, viz., 
Aryan, Tibeto-Ihinnan. Munda and Dravidian, a fow entries being also placed 
under the heads Siamese-Chinese and Mon-Klnner. In Bihar and Orissa 
there are four groups, viz., Aryan, Munda, Dravidian and others. In this 
chapter the discussion of tho figures will follow a scheme of classification 
drawn up by Sir G. Grierson, and prescribed by the Census Commissioner. 
Ac the end of the chapter three subsidiary tablos are given as follows : — 

Subsidiary Table I — Shows the distribution of the total population by 
language. 

Subsidiary Table II— Shows for each district the number of persons 
speaking different languages per mille of the population. 

Subsidiary Table III— Gives comparative figures for tribal languages, 
showing how many porsons belong to the tribe and how many of 
them speak the tribal language. 

716. It was realized that it would be hopeless to expect the people them- 
selves to return their languages with any pliilolo- 
Tue x atoms of the 1--TUBS3. gjcal exactitude. The linguistic and dialectic dis- 
tinctions made by he linguistic survey are not recognized, and its terminology 
is more or less fo- ign to the people. A person speaking Bihari, for instance, 
does not call his language Bihari, but Hindi, and he does not recognize such 
names as Magahi, Bhojpuri and Maithili as designations for different dialects 
of that language. In these circumstances, it was not attempted to obtain a 
record of therm All that it was possible to do was to lay down that the name by 
which a language was commonly known should be enteied in the schedules. 
Some people were not contented with this simple rule. The Tiyais in the 
Patna State, for instance, returned Bengali as their mother-tongue, though 
their language is indubitably Oriya and is known as such. 

° la one ease the language 0 £ a deat-iuiile was returned as Atpat, an onomatopoeic word 'describing 
the sounds he emitted. 
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CHAPTER IX. — LANGUAGE. 


YEAH. 

Hindi. 

Beuga’i. 

1201 

1,773,455 

91,877 

1911 

1,202,568 

749,018 

Variations ... 

—570,887 

+ 657,141 


last ten years, which is 1 per cent, less than the rate of growth among the 
general population. In Bihar and Orissa it is spoken by 2,295,000 or 6 per 
cent, of the total population, the border districts of Purnea, the Sonthal 
Parganas, Manbhum and Singhbhum accounting for over nine-tenths of the 
total number. Since 1901 the aggregate in this province has risen by 
736,000, but there would have been an increase of only 78,000 or 5 per cent. 

had it not been for the variations in Purnea, 
as shown in the margin. In a great part of that 
district it is difficult to say whether the language 
is Bengali or Bihari, for Bihar fades impereept- 
ably into Bengali and vice versd. In the main, 
however, it is Bengali with an admixture of 
Hindi, but it is written in Kaithi, the Bihari 
character, and not in Bengali. The paucity of the number returned as 
Bengali speakers in 1901 is due to the fact that the enumerators recorded 
this mixed dialect as Bengali on the strength of the written character, 
without regard to its philological nature. At this census, however, the 
character in use was not taken into consideration, but only the spoken 
language. It must not be imagined, therefore, that in Purnea Bihari is being 
replaced by Bengali. Sir G. A. Grierson estimated the number of Bengali 
speakers at 603,000, or nearly one-third of the population in 1901, and if that 
ratio is adopted, the Bengali-speaking population would be 663,000. 

726. No attempt was made to collect statistics of dialects of Bengali, 

except Mai Paharia, and only three others appear 

Dialects ot Bengali. j n the retuns, viz., Chakma, Kharia Thar and 

Pahira Thar. 

Mai Paharia is, as the name implies, the vernacular of the Mai Paharias, 

nearly all of whom are found in the Sonthal Par- 
ganas. In that district no less than 34,414 persons, 
or nine-tenths of the total number of Mai Paharias, were returned as speaking 
this dialect. It is not a separate language, but merely a corrupt form of Bengali 
with here and there a Dravidian word, and it is said to resemble Kharia 
Thar. The Mai Paharias come of the same stock as the Maler or Saurfa 
Paharias, but are a Hinduized and more civilized section residing in 'a 
different part of the district. They have cut off all connection with their 
congeners and have adopted the language of their more civilized neighbours. 
One group only retain the Malto language of their ancestors, and have not yet 
learnt the dialect used by the Ma'^Paharias of the south and west. They are 
found in Tappa Kunwarpal, a rugged tract difficult of access which lies on 
the boundary between the Sauria and Mai Paharias, and are said to be 
undistinguishable from the Saurias in language, habits and appearance. 

Chakma is a debased dialect spoken in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and 

written in an alphabet akin to that of Burmese. In 
1901 it was returned by 44,000 persons or one- 
third of the inhabitants of that district, but the number is now only half 
that figure. 

Kharia 


Hal Paharia. 


Chakma. 


Kharia 

Thar. 


Tiiau and Pahira 


Thar, or the language spoken by the Ivharias of Manbhum, is 
treated as a patois of Bengali by Sir G. A. Grierson, 
whose classification has been followed. Though 
over four-sevenths of them are returned as Ani- 
mists. they are said to have lost their distinctive language, unlike members 
of the tribe in adjoining areas. Pahira Thar is the vernacular of the Pahiras 
or Paharias, a small community found in the same locality, as the Kharias, 
viz,, along the Dalma range of hills in Manbhum. Little is known about 
them or their language. They are said to be cognate to the Ivharias, and 
Sir G. A. Grierson states that their dialect is the same, being called Kharia 
Thar or Pahira (Paharia) Thar according to the speakers. j 

727. Hindi and Urdu are spoken by altogether 26,850,000 persons, viz., 

24,932,000 or two-thirds of the total population, 
Hindi and Urdu. j n j-jij iar and Orissa, and 1,917,000 or 4 per cent, 

in Bengal. Since 1901 the number has decreased by 360.000 in the former 
province, but this does not represent a real loss. The change in the 
instructions about the entry of language has, as already shown, brought 
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total for llili.wi heiiiir estim.itnl at 2 1,(111 1. \i/.., Blmjpm i 
Ma^alii li,St»:M»7l> ami Maitluh 10,7.111, 7111/ 

7~i>. Hat luuli (u B.ithuii w.is ictuimd an tin* l.mj'uni'c u| 1:57 pci sons in 
1(umm I lie < )i m-a Kciid.itmy Staten .mil Iiul.isoic. S|h ci- 

incim of the l.mpmape vveie uhtaiiu d, ami it was 
found to In* a patois ot Hindi uiitlen in Oiiyu. Tin* total nuinlioi ol liatlmdiH 
is .'>1,817, noailv all of wlnun wine onuinoiati d in tin* t)iisna Feudatory St, ih n. 
mainly m Keunjliar and May m hlianj. Tlieic is unfoi innately way little 
inhumation iej*.mhmr tin m or tlnir mipdn. They aie tfeiieially n^aidi d as 
hem}? of aluuioinal di scent, hut attiudmtr to a limit w liter they weie 
oiii'inally Buddhists with a i.iuk i ipial to that of Biahmans, who wank to a 
low status on the di stunt ion of Buddhism. Like Biahmaim, thev wiai the 
s.imed tin ead and ohsei \ e ovo/iMn on the eleventh dav, hut many of their 
ohstuvanets ale like those of ahoi initials. In Mayuihlianj old hiuldmt's nimw- 
inix a iiiLTlt standaid of eivili/ation aie attuhiiti d to them, amf there aie 
tiaditions of then having In eii a dominant i.ue. Times of Buddhistic 
woiship aie still found aim mi! - them. Dlianuai.ij and •Lit'.uniath pdin is temmh d 
as an nmai nation ol Buddha) hemjf two of tinn piiueijial deitiis: it is 
not ici>al>Ie also that fmmeily only Batlmdis weieallmvid to ollieiate as piiists 
m the woiship of Uhaima.T 1 hey sa\ tliat their name was oiit'inallv Batula 
or Batlmla. hut m Kioiijhar tluV ne known as Bahtiri m Bami. and it si ems 
not impossible that they have had some enumdimi w it It the Baun’s of Oiissa, 
uhoappiai to he disttm t fium tin- Bauu's ot Wist Bengal. 

7.lo Ktn III* di isa eoiiupt foi m of Matfahi. vvhieh. as the name implh s, 

. ^ is the tonitiie of the ahoii^in.d Ktuuiis of Chota 

N.mpui s iiot the Bih.ni < ttittv .itiutr taste of tlm 
same nameb It was letui in d as the l.uif'uai'e of :il 1 . 1 1 1 pel sons in Manhluim, 
wlnue the Kuimis miinher J‘»1.7J:>. It is not eo/diind to them, however, hut 
is spoken hy many other cash s '1 his patois i~, also known as Klmtta or 
Khotta Bengali, and is vvutttu m the Bengali eh.uaeter. Locally it is 
n if. nth d as a eoiiupt foiuiof Ik nttali. It is u-poi t* tl that even in Ranchi, 
though 1 5ili.ii i winds aie im d. rhe teiminatious aie oft» n Bempdi. In 
Mayuihlianj it is usually i alh d Kuimi Bengali m Km mali Bengali, as 
well as simply Kumn. With ni'.ml to its eh. muter, the late Maliai.'ij.i 
of Mayuihlianj wmte as follows. — ’'The moihci-toiij'ilo of tin* Kuimis 
of Mayuihlianj is Uemrdi. with tin- peculiar iutoiiatiuu hcloiif'int' to them. 

1 hose Kuimis have, as a mle. eome hom .Midnapoie and sitthd jieima- 
nently m May in hhanj. Their diahct shows ti.ues of Hindi and Oiiya as 
well, hut it cannot he culhd either." A conupt foini of Ma^ihi is also 
sjioki n m thauas (lola and Kashmai. and m pait of tliaua Kumtfuih in the 
south-easi of Ha/ai ihatfli. 1’his patois, which is c.dh d I let fiola, contains 
I ieutfuli wolds and phiasis and locally is lonsideiid to he Beiitfali. 

7.51. Then* w ei e .5.U.!s entins of Kuiumali ill the schedules of theOiisba 

.Stati s. which have In eii classified as Hindi oil the 
u " ,,1M authoiitv of the Linguistic Sinvey. " Kuriimali ”, 


*ih< fiL-*Mol Uu. c iluil u IulIi is fin nun tliat ulopkd M Mr (i nt m 1901 i** is fellows — 
Utijaht jik In it ** pt tim i mi mi rat d m Bengal, Bill ir ami Ori**si utin ultl burn in (1) Patna Hid 
(n\i (J) {* H i/inl igh, (J) j Moulin r. (4) j MtiMa uni (’#) p, Bunchi imJ Palam in , 1 K 0 * 
5 ol tm pu>tiim •'piuUtir. Himli uni l T riu in Hit tantiial Parguias, II 44-1 persons in the 
Chut i X igpur St tit, h imi 7, 1 JO in tin. On-* i frYti I a on St Ut * 

I JiiithiU imiuJis pifHons tiunm r itul m Bengal, Bihar md On*'** » "ho "trv. born in (1) 
DirMmn^a ami llli igilpur, (-*) ; Mu/jlfirpiir ( i) } Mmighir uiul (1) 3 Kurina , md il-o 4 of 
tin 1 1 until mid I'rilu spi iters iinumritui in tin Bouthiil Pirgitius 
Wiuj/mri iih hides persons iiuiinir iliit in lliugut, tliliir imi Oris-i olio wire bom m (1) 
Clmiiip ir in, s irmi mil .Mmliuhid mill (-’) f Palumuu unit lliimln. It also includes lOfOliti 
iiiiimgr nits from tin L’uitcd Pruimitn to llilnir and Ori^ii comprising immigrants from the 
districts of till United Proi ini ui u lure Illiojpiiri is spoken, \t/ , the u hole of the Gor iklipur 
Illusion, Bunins, Glui/ipur, Iliillni, J Mir/jipur, » J iiinpnr and ? Fv/ibid 
Aeiordma to imotliir initliod of i lliidiition, tin* number of liilmri npuikcrK mm be iitimntul it 
25,131,b27 Tin biiHiK of tbm httir istimnte o iw follows — In Bilur ami Oresa, ixiliidm^ the ilistricU of 
Cuttack, , Puri mid Bulusori, the numbir of Bilinri spukirs is tnkm to be the liiunbir of those returned 
ns spiaknu Hindi or t’rdu, after deducting ( I) those who speak Kasti.ru Hindi (1 1(5,574 in S unhalpiir and 
the Orissa Stitis md 508,898 elsewhere), mid (2) of winner mts from the Central Proviims ind Umtid 
Provmees, iveept those from Gorakhpur, B dha, Benaris, the Huinrc*. State, Glnmptir and Ahrsapur w ho 
speak Bihari In Mnlda those who returned Hindi and Urdu ns tlnir language are ivnnind to he Bihan 
speakers Elsewhere the estimate of Sir G A. Grierson Inis been idopted, adding an extra 10 per cent for 
increased emigration 

f Na^endra Nath Basil, Modem Buddhism in Orissa (1911), pp 15 — 30, 145. 
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CHAPTER IX. — LANGUAGE. 




Mediate Gnour — 
Eastehn Hindi. 


where the Oriya speakers now form two-thirds of the inhabitants instead of 
one-seventh as in 1901. These variations are due to the charaeter of the 
language which is partly Bengali and partly Oriya, and to the instructions 
that the language ordinarily spoken in the home rvas to be entered. In' the 
first three thanas the tendency of the people is obviously to regard then- 
language as Bengali, and in the latter to look upon it as Oriya. 

734. The Mediate group is represented by Eastern Hindi, which is the 

language of Oudh, Baghelkhand and Chhattisgarh. 
In the provinces dealt with in this report two 
dialects of Eastern Hindi are current in two widely 

separated areas. One dialect is known as Awadhi, literally the language of 
Oudh, which is spoken by Musalmans in five districts of Bihar. In Muzaffarpur 
this dialect is spoken by low caste Musalmans, the majority of whom belong 
to the Jolaha or weaver caste. It is hence known locally as Jolaha Boli. . In 
Saran, Awadhi is not spoken by the lowest class of Musalmans, who use the local 
Bhojpuri. but by those of the middle .class, and is known locally as Bihari 
Hindi. In Champaran, Awadhi is spoken by middle class Musalmans, and 
by people of the Tikulihar caste : the Awadhi spoken by the latter is locally 
known as Tikulihari, and that spoken by the middle class Musalmans is nailed 
Shekhai. On the south the dialect is current, among the Musalmans of the 
districts of Gaya and Shahabad. “ This Musalman dialect is an interesting 
survival of the influence of the former Muhammadan Court of Lucknow. 
It is frequently hear-d by Europeans in Bihar, as it is. used as a kind of 
language of politeness by uneducated non-Musalmans of the same country, 
much as Urdu is used by their betters.” 1 * The total number of persons in 
the five districts above-mentioned with whom it is the common vernacular is 
estimated by Sir G. A. Grierson at 504,451. The number of persons speaking 
Awadhi outside this area is estimated by him at 111,358, viz,, 3,214 in 
Bhagalpur, 1,230 in Orissa and 106,814 in Bengal. 

735. Laria or Chhattisgarhi is a dialect of Eastern Hindi spoken in 

Sambalpur and the five States transferred from 

Laru on Chhattisgarhi. the Central Provinces, viz., Patna, Sonpur, Bamra, 

Rairakhol and Kalahandi. It is usually called Laria in this area, Laria 
meaning simply “ eastern.” It is thus equivalent to “ the language of the 
east," just as Awadhi is sometimes called Purbi. Sir G. A. Grierson is of 
opinion that this dialect found its way through Jubbulpore and Mandla, 
being introduced in comparatively late times by the Aryans who first 
settled there. Thenceforward, owing to its geographical isolation, the 
dialect developed its own peculiarities. He estimates the number of Laria 
speakers in Sambalpur and the five neighbouring States at 176.643, and in 
the remaining Orissa States at 1,311. The number of persons returned as 
speaking Hindi or Urdu in the former group is 115,263 (70,650 in Sambalpur 
and 44,613 in the five States), and inquiry shows that their language is really 
Laria. Sir G. A. Grierson classes Binjlnvari, Kalanga and Bhulia as broken 
dialects of Laria ; but no distinction between them and Laria is i-ecognized 
locally. They are regarded merely as the ordinary Laria spoken by members 
of the castes after whom they are named. 

736. The languages grouped under this head, and spoken in the two 

w r provinces dealt with in this report, are Western 

Hindi. Rajasthani, Gujarati. Panjabi and Baujari 
(one of the Bhil dialects), which are chiefly spoken by immigrants. 

Western Hindi is the designation of the modern Indo- Aryan vernacular 
w tt. of the Gangetic Doab and the country to its north. 

’ ‘ ' The principal dialect is Hindustani, whose home is 

the Upper Gangetic Doab in the country round Meerut, but which is com- 
monly employed as a lingua franca throughout the north of India. The 
Persianized form of Hindustani is known as Urdu, and there is also a Hindi 
form of Hindustani which was invented by the teachers of the college at 
Fort William and owed its origin to the need of text-books for the college. 
u It was intended to be a Hindustani for the use of Hindus, and rvas derived 
from the indigenous Sanskrit. Owing to the popularity of the fii*st book 


* Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. VI, p. 9. 
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by 1 21 ,587 txM-Honrf, viz., 110,811 in Bengal, 1*8,078 in Sikkim and 2,025 
m Bihar and Orissa. Tim remarkably increase which, as shown in the 
margin, taken place since 1901 in .lalpaiguri is due mainly to the 
fresh mllux of immigrants from Nepal : the number of those born ‘in Nepal 
and enumerated in the district has risen from it), 0(H) to 01,000. In Dar- 
jeeling some of the increase mav perhaps he dim to tribal languages hehi" 
abandoned, but the greater part must be attributed to the change in the 
instructions about language, which made it clear to the enumerators that 
the mother-tongue was to In* entered in the schedules. In Sikkim the 
growth must he ascribed largely to tin* present census having been more 
complete than its predecessors, as a result of which an addition of l!) per 
cent, in the general population of the State is now recorded ; the proportion 
of Naipali speakers to the total population, viz., one-third, is the same 
as it was ten years ago. Two-thirds of the persons in Bihar and Orissa 
whose language was returned as Naipali are inhabitants of the frontier 
ilisi riels oi iiltagulpur and ( 'hamparaii. in Uliagalpur the number has risen 
from 528 to 1.395 ; the latter figure agrees very closely with that returned in 
181*1. viz... 1.171. In t'hamparan. on tin* oilier hand, tin* number has fallen 
Irom 7.28.1 to 515. The decrease is extraordinary, hut 1 can oiler no explana- 
tion for it. 

i 11. rim languages of the North-Western group are represented only hv 
.. Studhi and Kachchhi, which were returned for a 

X .nr it- W i.*n \s i. s .1 r>u .!•. , , , .... • . . .. i , 

small nmnlmr oi immigrants, viz., 1 Id speakers of 

stM.ut Kv it* mi* w. Sindhi and ltd of Kachchhi. .Marathi, which 

Mviumt. belongs to the Southern group, is more strongly 

represented, being returned by d,75li persons. 

712. Tin* Austro-Asiatic family is divided into two sub-families called 

Mon-Khmer and Mumia. The former is represent- 
. . v un ,.,j |,y only 70 speakers of Khasi. whereas tin* latter 

has 8} million speakers. The great majority 
speak the language designated Kherwnri by Sir l!. A. Orierson, to whom >ve 

owe tin* discovery that 

01 STR 3 UTON of Santali. Mumlnri, Bhumij. 

r MUM)A laxcuages r~\ JJirhar. Koda, Ilo, Tun, 

. Asuri, Agaria and Korwa 

"" " ■■■ are not separate languages, 

. ■■ • ' hut closely connected dia- 

■_ _ lefts of one and the same 

■■ - 1 . ■ — ' ... language. These dialects 

"T ‘ \ r ^f'\ are spoken mainly in the 

■ . \ ■ Z'T'i (’hot a Nagpur Plateau and 

■ ■ :: r?\\ in a few outlying districts. 

"?■ " sfcvH as well as by emigrants to 

■ «■■»£■■* " , 'Al\l the tea gardens in .lalpaiguri 

▼*9 "* \ ■ . sj:£rj and Darjeeling or to the 

’ ■' Bavind in Dinajpur and 

1"-' ■ i ■ ‘ \ Malda. The other languages 

■ - '' , of this sub-family are Kharia 

** »'“"»- IS and Juang. which are also 

! i lp * c ,. a. jp| current in the same area. 

«PC. 4 CVE* m ! In the Chota Nagpur Plateau 

the M Hilda languages are 
■spoken by one-fifth of the total population, the highest proportion being 
reached in Singhbhuni (60 per cent.), tire home of the Hos. I hen come the 
Sonthal Parganas (87 per cent.), which is one of the main centres of the 
Santals, and Ranchi (30 per cent.), where Mundas and Khanasare m greatest 
strength. Outside the Chota Nagpur Plateau the Munda languages are most 
commonly spoken in the adjoining' district of Bankura (9 per cent.), where 
there is a strong Santa! community, and in Dinajpur (7 per cent.), where the 
Santals are settling in the Barind. 

743. Santali is by far the most widely spoken of all these dialects, being 
the speech of over 2 millions of people. The actual 
Sa: ' tau * increase since 1901 represents 18 per cent., whereas 
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747. The most widely spoken of the other Kherwari dialects is Kora (or 

.. Koda or Kuda) which is returned as the speech of 

oka, voda on ud\. . 24.000 persons. Considerable. difficulty was expe- 

rienced over the entries of Kora, especially in the Orissa States where 'it is- 
called Kuda or Kura ; for, in addition to being the name of a tribe, it is used 
as a generic name for earth workers, who call their language as well as their 
caste Kora. In Sambalpur and some of the adjoining States, such as Raira- 
khol and Brama, the Kisans, who speak a corrupt form of Oraon, call 
themselves Kuda or Kura : in their case, therefore, the language returned as 
Kuda is Oraon. In Pal Lahara and Sonpur the Koda language is also corrupt 
Oraon : the speakers in the former calling themselves Kisan. or Koda, or 
Dhangar Koda. In Mayurbhanj however it is Mundari, and in Nilgiri it is 
reported to be really Santali, the speakers calling themselves Matia or Kuda. 
Special care was taken to classify the entries of Kuda or Koda in the Orissa 
States under their proper head both for caste and language ; but it is not certain 
that there has been the same accuracy in other places, where the Koras are 
immigrants among a foreign population, and it is consequently not so easy to 
obtain reliable information about them. The discrepancy between the number 
of Koras (95,480) and the number speaking the Kora dialect (24,035) is 
therefore probably not so great as would appear at first sight, as the name 
Kora is commonly used by various castes of earth-workers who do not belong 
to the Kora tribe or speak their language. 

748. The other Kherwar dialects are numerically insignificant, aggregating 

only 21,832, as shewn in the margin. Agaria has 
Othur Kherwar dialects. practically disappeared, for only four per mille of 

the tribe still speak it. Turi again is spoken by only one-tenth of the Turis, 

but Asuri and Birjia hold their 



1911. 

1901. 

Agaria 

112 

323 

Asuri 

4,000 

3,126 

Biilnu 

1,038 

526 

Birjia 

1,323 

1,377 

Korwa 

8,904 

15,882 

Singli 

' 1,614 

173 

Turi 

6,449 

3,220 


own : Birjia is a sub-dialect of Asuri. 
Half the Birhors speak Birhar (or 
Birhor). while two-fifths of the 
K or was are true to the speech of 
their forefathers. The decrease 
shown against the latter language is 
due to the transfer ' to the Central 
Provinces of Jashpur and other 
States in which the wilder Korwas 
live. Singli, which is shown sepa- 
rately, is said to be a form of Korwa. 
The revised instructions about the 
mother-tongue being spoken must be 
held responsible for the increase 
among the Turis, the whole of which has occurred in Ranchi and North 
Bengal, notably in the tea gardens of Jalpaiguri. 

749. Juang is the language of the primitive tribe of the same name, so- 

primitive, indeed, that they had no knowledge of 

Juani. and Ivkaria. the me t a l s until the 19th century, while their 

women wore only leaves till 1871 when they were first clothed by order of 
the Government. They number 12,480, nearly all residents of the Orissa 
States, and -Juang is spoken by 12,313. 

Kharia is fairly widely diffused. It is spoken mainly in Ranchi and the 
Orissa States, but Kharia colonies are also found in Sambalpur and the tea 
gardens of Jalpaiguri. The number of persons speaking this language has 
risen by 34,000 or 43 per cent, since 1901, owing to the addition of Sambal- 
pur and the adjoining Feudatory States. 

750. The languages of the Dravidian family are spoken by 918,000 persons 

and belong for the most part to the Dravida group, 
which comprises the indigenous languages of 
Oraon, Malto and Malhar. and also Tamil, which is 

spoken by immigrants from Madras. Oraon is the language of 677,000 persons,, 
of whom 559,000 were enumerated in Bihar and Orissa, and 117,000 in 
Bengal. In the former province the language is chiefly spoken in the Chota 
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District or 
Stats. 

NUMBER of— 

Kandhs. 

Kaudh 

speaker*. 

Augul ... 

52,934 

51,053 

Kalahandi 

110,458 

67,275 

Daspaiia ... 

13,199 

10,480 

B<Uua ... 

45,440 

47 

Baud 

J 8, 136 

177 

Barara ... 

7,333 

> 46 


to the transfer from the Central Provinces of the State of Kalahandi, in which 
(here are 67,274 speakers of Kandh. This State, the State of Daspalla and 
the district of Angul are the chief centres of the Kandh language, and else- 
where it has fallen into desuetude. The marginal statement sufficiently 

illustrates the extent where it has fallen to which 
it has lost ground -in some places, whereas it has 
more or less held its ground in the three localities 
first mentioned. The Kandhs of Angul are inhabit- 
ants of the Khondmals, one of the two sub- 
divisions of that district, which is practically a 
reserve for them, so that they have maintained 
their tribal polity, their purity of race, their 
primitive religion and their tribal language more 
or less intact. In Kalahandi only one section of 
the Kandhs retains the language. They live in the almost inaccessible hill 
tracts of this State, and still practise the nomadic form of cultivation called 
j [hum. They have different _ dialects corresponding to the dialects spoken 
in Gumsur and Kimedi, and in many cases interspersed with Telugu. These 
Kandhs call themselves Paharia or Dangria Kandhs, whereas the other 
Kandhs, who have settled down in the more open country and taken to 
regular cultivation, are known as Kachharia Kandhs. They are more and 
more assimilating Hindu customs, no longer eat, drink or intermarry with their 
brethren of the hills, and have dropped their own language and speak Oriya.* 

. 755. The number of persons speaking Telugu was 18.680 in 1901. but has 

now risen to 31,463, of whom 10,683 were enumerat- 
Tri ' ugu ' ed in Bengal and 20,780 in Bihar and Orissa. The 

increase is due simply to the greater -influx of immigrants. In the 24-Parganas 
alone the number of Telugu speakei’s has risen from 294 to 5,15 4 owing to the 
attraction of labour to the -mills : over 3,000 were operatives from Ganjain 
and Vizagapatam employed in the mills at Titagarh. The greater number of 
the Telugus in Bihar and Orissa were enumerated in the districts and States 
of Orissa, between which and the northern districts of Madras there is regular 
intercourse. 

756. The languages belonging to the Tibeto-Chinese family, which are 

classified under the Tibeto-Burman sub-family, are 
spoken in Bengal by 446,000 persons or 1 per cent, 
of the total population. They are also spoken by 59,000 persons in Sikkim, 
where they constitute two-thirds of the population. The languages of this 
family in Sikkim and the British districts of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri belong 
to the Tibeto-Himalayan branch, and are ’spoken by the Bhotias, Lepchas and 
Nepalese hill races. 

This branch is divided into three groups, of which the first is the Tibetan 

group, under which four languages are classified, 
viz., the Bhotia of Tibet, Sharpa Bhotia, the 
Bhotia of Sikkim (or Denjongke) and the Bhotia 
of Bhutan (Lhoke). The names show that the 
Bhotia languages differ according as they are spoken in Tibet, Sikkim, Bhutan 
and Eastern Nepal, Sharpa being a name meaning “eastern" which is 
applied to those Bhotias who have migrated from Tibet and settled in the 
east of Nepal. The total number of persons speaking Bhotia languages at 
this census is 26,494, of whom 12.433 were enumerated in Sikkim and nearly 
all the remainder in Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri. _ The aggregate has increased 
by 4,000 since 1901, the result of increased immigration. The number speak- 
ing each language is — Sharpa Bhotia 5,/95, Bhotia of Sikkim ll,o62, Bhotia 
of Bhutan 3,993 and Bhotia of Tibet 5,144. The last heading also includes 
all entries of Bhotia in which there was no specification of country, and in 
which reference to the entry of caste or tribe gave no clue to their character. 
757. The group mentioned in the margin includes Lepcha and the 
languages of several Nepalese tribes or castes, viz., 
Gurung. Murmi, Sunuwar, Hangar and Newari, 
besides Toto. The comparative statement in the 


Tibeto-G'hixese Family. 


Tibeto-Himalayan branch. 
Tibetan Gaorr — • 
Bhotia. 


Non- i-konom i n a lized 
Hi MALA I an Git our. 


L. E, B. CoMeo-Ramsay, Orissa States Gazetteer, p. 200. 
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Haim* m Bengal. The name 


an 1 found in Hill Tippera, and nearly all the remainder in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, there being only small colonies in the adjoining districts of Tippera 
and Chittagong. The number of persons speaking Tipuva (I2t5.2tii>) has risen 
by 21 per cent, during the last 10 years, owing to the growth of the tribe: 
•only 3.75(5 failed to return Tipura as their language. 

7(>0. The fraro language is spoken by 38.77:5 persons, of whom 33,351 

were (‘numerated in Mymensingh and 3.018 in 
Jalpaiguri. The home of the language is the 
Caro Hills, by which Mymensingh is bounded on the north. During tin* last 
10 years tin* number ot speakers has not altogether kept pace with the growth 
of the tribe, and the proportion of those who returned Caro as their mother- 
tongue to the number whose caste was entered as Caro has consequently 
fallen from ill per cent, to 5)0 per cent. 

701. The Koelies of Bengal have with few exceptions abandoned their 

K own language and speak Bengali. According to Sir 

G. A. Grierson — ,l There can be little doubt that the 
original Koelies were the same as the Bodos. ‘ Koch,’ 1 Meeh ’ and * Bara ’ or 
‘ liodo ’ all connoted the same tribe, or, at most, different septs of the same tribe. 
This is well shown by the traditional origin of the Koch Kings from a Mooli 
falls r and Koeh mothers. In Assam tlu* name ‘ Koch ’ is no longer that of a 

tribe, but rather that of a Hindu easte, into 
which all converts from the different tribes — 
Kaehari. Caro, Lalung. Mikir, etc. — are admit- 
ted on conversion. The ease is very much the 
Koch.’ in fact, everywhere connotes a Unionised 
Bodo wiio has abandoned his ancestral religion for Hinduism and the ancestral 
JJodo language for Bengali or Assamese. There is, however, in Dacca, the 
Caro Hills and < Joalpara a small body of people who are known as Koch or Paid 
Koch, wlio still speak a language belonging to the Bodo group, and are 
either animistic or nominal Hindus.”* In Dacca 3,525 Koelies entered their 
language as Koch, and 3,001 more are returned for Mymensingh. In the 
latter district Koch is spoken by a small community called Koch Maude, living 
in the Madhitpur Jungle, who are either a remnant of tin* lvoch tribe or Caros 
with a slight veneer of Hinduism. The total number claiming to speak Koch 
has been reduced by half since 15*01, though those who returned themselves 
as Koch by caste have an addition of 82 per cent. 

702. The aggregate returned under this head is 21,720, while the number 

of the tribes or castes with whom it is a mother- 
tongue is 22..) 10. viz.. 1 ,810 Kaeharis ami JO.i.IO 
Miches. The head-quarters# of the language is the three central districts of 
Assam Valley, viz.. Darning. Xowgnng and Kamrup, and in Bengal it is 
practically confined to Jalpaiguri with its population of 20, 1 73 Mi dies. 1 he 
language has remained stationary since the last census,, though tin* Miches 
have lost nearly i.000, probably because on becoming Hindilistd they have 
adop'id some other name to eonct a! their origin. 

Uabha is a language spoken by the BaiJias of Assam, where it is fast 

dying out. it was ritutmd by only 70 i poisons 
in Jalpaiguri and Dacca. 

73.5. Tin* Kuki-( ’liin group is repo s.-nti J by six dilfeimit languages, but by 

only 31.7»)'J sp, nkeis. All are uuiuerie.ilty insigub 
iieant, e\«.«pt Maiiipuri and Kuki. Manipuri 
almost to a man by tie* Manipuri' of Hill Tippera, who on 
absorption into Hinduism have adopt'd the 
name «>f K'h.utriya. Kuki is a t. tin applii d 
ploutiseilollslv to tile hill l.liis wlio do Hit 
•indei stand Bengali in Hill Tipj.ia and the 
< ’iiittagi ng Hill Tin* t~. win re aDo tlie -j . akei s 
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Uio Chhattisgarhi depends a groat deal on the personal equation of the 
speakers." Apart from this question, his note is of interest as throwing 
light on the. mutual intelligihilily of dialects, and also on their local 
am! social distribution in an area where numerous different languages arts . 
current. 

“ Bhulia, llinjhwari or Binjhali ami Kalanga have been shewn separately 
as forms of Laria or Chhattishgarhi. But they are nothing more than 
Larin or ChhaUisgai hi, intermixed to a more or less extent with Oriya 
and other neigh I inuring languages. The castes speaking Laria, in some 
cast's, dilVer slightly in their dialect : for instane *, Laria spoken hy a Mali will 
slightly differ from that spoken l*v a Teli, ami i>otli from Laria as spoken in 
Uhhattisgarh ; but a little investigation shows that the differences in these 
eases, as well as in the east' of Bhulia, Binjhwari, etc., are dependent on the 
degree to which the speakers have been exposed to the influence of Oriya or 
other languages, and are not such as to entitle them to separate entry in a 
family of languages. If they are to be shewn separately, Oriya as spoken in 
Nambalpur should also be shown separately, as Sambalpuri Oriya also differs, 
to the same extent, if not more, from the pure form of the tongue as spoken 
in the heart of Orissa. 

*’ While in Xamhalpur 1 collected specimens of Laria spoken hy several 
castes and compared them, so as to ascertain how far the form of speech 
differed on account of the difference' in caste, and found that each differed 
from the other to some extent. A careful observer, when once versed in 
these differences, ean at once detect the caste. The difference between these 
forms of speech are however not greater than the difference in Oriya as 
spoken by a man of Cuttack. There is a good deal of difference in the 
pronunciation and vocabulary of the Cuttack Oriya and Sambalpuri Oriya, 
the latter having absorbed ninny [limit words. There are also differences in 
minor points of grammatical structure, cm/., a Sambalpuri will place a 
negative before the verb and in Cuttack after it. The verbs, too, take more 
shortened forms in Sambalpuri Oriya than in Cuttack Oriya, e.g.. where a 
man of Cuttack will say karuchnnti, the Sambnlpur man will say knruchan 
and, in a more vulgar form of speech, fcirsttn. Still a Sambalpuri will make 
himself intelligible to a Cuttack man. The difference in the pronunciation of 
tho common people even in Cuttack and Puri is so marked, that one can at 
once detect ic. There are also diversities — though of a minor nature — in the 
speech of people living in urban and rural areas, and in the language of men 
and women in the same area. To quote examples, tho townsmen of Cuttack 
will pronounce r in place of l, saying hara instead of hula (plough). Again, a 
man of Sainbalpur or Cuttack will use the word haruchhi for ‘am doing,’ 
while a woman of Sambalpur will say karsin and a woman of Cuttack 
karuchi.” 

As regards other languages and dialects, it may he pointed out that the 
difference between Chhattisgarhi and the other two dialects of Eastern Hindi, 
Bngheli and Awadhi is not great. For instance, is, the termination of the 
past tense (e.<p, kahis, he said ; man's, he struck), which is what eveiybody 
notices in Chhattisgarhi, is the typical shibboleth ” of a speaker of Eastern 
Hindi, and is commonly heard in Calcutta among servants belonging to Oudli. 
Sir 6. A. Grierson is, indeed, of opinion that if a Chhattisgarhi speaker was 
set down in Oudh, he would find himself at home with the language of the 
locality in a week. 

766. Instances of tribes being bilingual are frequent. The Nepalese 
,, tribes. some of which are crystallizing into castes, 

are generally bilingual, speaking Naipali (or 
IChaskui'a), the lingua f ranca of the Nepalese, in their intercourse with others, 
but using only the tribal language among themselves. To this rule the 

S gs are a notable exception, only one in every sixteen speaking the Garung 
. In Western Nepal, it is true, the Gurungs are acquainted with the , 
anguage, but in Darjeeling and Sikkim the Gurungs are immigrants 
Astern Nepal, where the great majority speak only Khaskura. _ The 
se castes, as distinct from tribes, have no language, however, but Naipali : 
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margin give, for 10 Manila anil' Draviiiian tribes in Bihar and Orissa, a 

comparative statement of the number 
of persons returned as Hindus and 
Animists that speak the tribal 
language. While religion appears to 
make little difference in some cases, 
«.</., among Santals and lies, probably 
because their ilindui/.ation is only 
skin-deep, it does make a great 
difference in the case of others, such 
as Hhumij, liirhors, Kandhs, Kar- 
malis, Kharias, Konvaa, Mundas, 
Oraons and Tuns, among whom the 
proportion is much higher among 
Animists than among Hindus. 

The extent to which the' abori- 
ginals adopt the garb of Hinduism, 
and with it the language of the 
Hindus, depends a good deal on their 
relative strength in areas where there is a mixed population. The Clouds, 
for instance, were a dominant race, who became feudal lords of the Brah- 
mans and other Hindu castes. Tin.* subject races raised no objection to the 
Clouds entering the fold of Hinduism, and as the Goads gradually absorbed 
the religion and customs of the Hindus, Oriya displaced Gondi. The 
position of the aboriginals and the Hindus is now reversed. The caste system 
is rigid, and the aboriginals being in a minority are regarded as pariahs : 
they are contemptuously referred to as among the unclean helot races, e.g., 

* Gaud a, Ghasi, Kol, Kharia.’ There is no inclination on the part of the 
Oriya Hindus to welcome them in their circle, and the aboriginals are forced 
to live in their riwn settlements and he content with their own society. In 
such circumstances, they naturally cling to their own language and their 
distinctive customs. It is only in the neighbourhood of towns, where they 
come into close contact with the Hindus, that Oriya displaces the non-Aryan 
tongue. On the other hand, where the aboriginals form a majority and are 
landed proprietors, as in Ranchi, they are not regarded with contempt. A 
minority can with difficulty ostracize a majority, and consequently it is easy 
to obtain admission in the ranks of Hindus, and thereby win the respect- 
ability attaching to the religion of a more civilized community. 

769. In many parts there are traces in the local toponomy of the influence 

of languages which are no longer spoken by the 
J '"" l ‘ people. Legends of the presence, or even the rule, 

of the races that spoke such languages persist, and tradition ascribes various 
remains to them. This is especially the case with districts adjoining or near 
to the Obota Nagpur Plateau, such as Gaya and Shahabad. In the former the 
remains of rude forts in the south of the district are ascribed to the Kols : 
even at the foot of Pretsila, a sacred hill near the town of Gaya, rude stone 
circles are said to be their work. Shahabad, according to local tradition, was 
held by Cheros who were eventually conquered by Savars or Suirs, a generic 
name for hill races ; while the traditions of the Oraons relate that they held 
the fort of Rohtasgarh till ousted by the Hindus. In these two districts 
several names of places or rivers may be identified with Kolarian or Dravi- 
dian names, though they are often so corrupted or transformed that their 
origin is not apparent. Many more have disappeared altogether owing to 
their displacement by Aryan names. Even in Ranchi, with its large Munda 
population, Mundari names are apt to disappear, as Aryan names with the 
same meaning are adopted in their place, e.o., the Bihari name for the village 
of the fig-tree ” is substituted for the Mundari designation. The old names 
have been kept in the settlement records, but whether that will preserve 
them in popular parlance is doubtful. 

770. To give a few instances of Kolarian and Dravidian names in localities 
on the southern fringe of the Chota Nagpur Plateau, where Bihari is now the 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. — Distkihution ok Total Population hv Language (accokding 

to Census). 
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CHAl'TEK X INHUMITIES. 


Chapter X. 
INFIRMITIES . 


Instructions regarding 
RECORD Of INK IRMITIES. 


THE 


772. As at previous censuses, four infirmities have been recorded, viz., 

... . . 'insanity, doaf-niutism from birth, total blindness 

vi row c, nmo . and leprosy. The statistics compiled from the 

returns will bo found in Imperial '1’ables XII and XII-A, tho former of which 
shows the ages of aillicted persons and also their distribution according to 
locality, while the latter furnishes information regarding the infirmities 
from which dilVerent castes and tribes sufior. At tho end of this chapter 
tho following four subsidiary tables are given. 

Subsidiary Tabic I shows tho number of persons aillicted in each dis- 
trict per 100.000 of tho population at each of the last four censuses. 

Subsidiary Table II shows tho distribution of infirmities by age 
per 10.000 of each sox. 

Subsidiary Table III shows the number aillicted per 100,000 at each age 
period and the numbor of females aillicted per 1,000 males. ,, 

Subsidiary Table j. V gives the same information as Subsidiary Table III 
for each of the castos for which figures wore compiled. 6 

773. The instructions to the enumerators regarding the record of infirmi- 
ties wore that only porsons who were blind of both 
eyes, or insane, or suffering from corrosive leprosy, 
or deaf and dumb from birth wore to be entered 

in the schedules, and that thoso who were blind of one eye, or suffering from 
white leprosy only, or who had become deaf and dumb after birth were to 
be oxcludod. All possible care was takon to see that tho instructions were 
followed, but it must bo admitted that tho results are not altogether 
complete and accurate, chiefly because the census staff consists of an 
improvised agency without medical knowledge. In the returns for insanity, 
persons who are not insane but merely weak-minded are entered, as well 
as those who are idiots or who sutler from violent forms of mental derange- 
ment. The deaf-mutes should be confined to those who have been deaf 
and dumb since their birth, but there is a tendency to enter persons who are 
only mute or only deaf, and among the latter to include elderly persons 
suffering from sonile deafness. The blind similarly include those who are 
not totally blind, but whose sight has become impaired with old age : to a 
small extent also those persons who have lost the sight of one eye are apt 
to be entered as blind. 

Apart from errors made by the enumerators, there can be no doubt that 
the returns are not complete, owing to the deliberate concealment of facts by 
members of families in which there arepersons suhering from one or other of 
the infirmities in question. This part of the census work is regarded, 
especially by the better classes, as an unfair inquisition. They are by no 
means inclined to give the enumerator an insight into their family 
troubles, and their reluctance is all the greater in the case of their women, 
more particularly daughters of marriageable age. It is for this reason largely 
that males suffering from infirmities outnumber the females by three to two. 
On this and other accounts the statistics of infirmities are, next to the returns 
for age, the least satisfactory of those obtained by the census. 

774. The total number of persons in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa suffering 

Variations from each infirmity, as recorded at each of the last 

. ARi.mo.w. four censuses, is noted in the margin. It will 

be observed that whereas there was a general and steady decline for every 

, infirmity between 1881 and 1901, 
the last decade has witnessed 
an increase in all cases except 
that, of leprosy. The decrease 
in the first 20 years was not 
peculiar to Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa, but common throughout 


Infirmity. 

1911. 

1901. 

1891. 

1881. 


24,530 

22,941 

23,628 

30,675 


59,843 

63,154 

70,163 

85,495 

Blind 

73,998 

70.859 

73,480 

97,350 

Lepera ... 

33,320 

37,377 

46,390 

56,523 

ToUI 

193,691 

184,331 

215. 663 

270,043 
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CHAPTER X INFIRMITIES. 


infirmities is very much lower among the Jaliya Kaibarttas, who are mostly 
fishermen, and the Chasi Kaibarttas or Mahishyas who are mostly cultivators. 
In Bihar and Orissa those unfortunate persons who have lost caste, and 
bear the generic name of Ajat. appear to be the most afflicted. A high general 
incidence (except for insanity) is also found among the Saraks, a small caste, 
mostly weavers by occupation, who are descendants of the early Jains and 
still have a vegetarian diet. 


INSANITY. 


DlSTUIDUTlOa OF INSANITY. 


PREVALENCE OF INSANITY 



■i 


779. In Bengal every district and State except Darjeeling and Nadia has 
a ratio of over 25 insane persons per 100,000 of the population, but in no part 
of Bihar and Orissa does the proportion rise to that figure except in Patna, 
where there is a central lunatic asylum. In five districts, moreover, viz., 
Champaran, Muzaffarpur. Darbhanga and Bhagalpuv (which form a solid 
block in the north of the province), Palamau and Angul, as well as in the 
Chota Nagpur States, the proportion falls below 10 per 100,000. 

In Bengal insanity is most prevalent on the eastern side of the 

Bhagirathi, and the greatest incidence is found in 
North Bengal and East Bengal. The highest 
disti-ict ratio is returned by the Chittagong Hill Tracts (157 per 100,000) 

and then by Gooch 
Behar (71), JalpaP 
guri (71), and 
Chittagong (68). 
The high ratio of 
Murshidabad (75) 
is simply due to 
its containing a 
central lunatic 
asylum : excluding 
the inmates drawn 
from outside dis- 
tricts, the ratio is 
one of the lowest 
in Bengal. The 
reasons for the 
high incidence in 
these districts are 
obscure. It is 
noticeable, how- 
ever, that Chitta- 
gong ’ and the 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts adjoin 
Burma, where 

insanity is very common, and that a considerable portion of the population 
have a Burmesp Wain. The Maghs, who are descended from Burmese either 
in the imumdiate or remote past, have an unusually large proportion of insane 
persons (8 phr 10,000). It is difficult to draw any inferences regarding Cooch 
Behar and JalWguri. There is very little insanity in Darjeeling and Sikkim 
to the north, ami it is not specially prevalent in Rangpur and Dinajpuv to the 
south. Nor can |t be said to be due to the constitution of the population, as 
the Mongolian^mement is far stronger in Darjeeling and Sikkim, and the 
proportiop.-ot' msane persons among the Koclies of Bengal is unusually small. 
On tb« other hand, it is fairly high among the Me dies, a distinctively 
Mongolian race, and among the Rajbansis, who are believed to lie allied to 
the Inches, if not of the same descent. In Bihar and Orissa the local varia-. 
tionslj' 1 * comparatively small. Insanity is most prevalent in Orissa, and then 
in S(l tXroJhhar, while it is least common in North Bihar. Outside Orissa the 
wors> V-wcts are Ranchi, Manbhum, Singhbhum and Sambalpur. 
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CHAPTER X INFIRMITIES. 


According to the late Major Robertson Milne, i.m.s.. Superintendent of 
Central Lunatic Asylum at Berhampore, “ Were it not for- the pardah system 
it is highly probable that the numbers of the women patients would be very 
much increased. But even taking that into consideration, and as the result 
of private inquiries, the fact remains that the women of India are less liable 
to mental disorders than are their European sisters.* 

783. In considering the returns of insanity by race and caste, the 

figures for males only will be taken into account 
Distribution by race and caste. / , t t? " j » 1 t j- \ , , 

lexcept tor Europeans and Anglo-Indians), the re- 
turns for females being not altogether reliable. At the head of the- list stand 
the Kaibarttas of Bengal other than Chasi or Jaliya with a proportion of 244 
per 100,000, and then the poor outcastes of Bihar and Orissa known as Ajat 
(231). The Bengal Baniya comes third, and next to him the Anglo-Indian, 
with a ratio of 160 for males and 181 for females. Insanity among the 
Europeans is far less common, the proportions being 96 and 147 respectively. 
Both among Anglo-Indians and Europeans the females ' appear to be more 
liable to loss of reason than males: the explanation in the case of Europeans 
is undoubtedly that the men are a picked race, many of whom have to pass a 
medical examination before coming to this country, and that women trans- 
planted to India are more easily affected by the trials of a monotonous life in 
a tropical climate and an uncongenial environment. The only other castes 
in which the proportion is over 100 per 100,000 are the Baidyas and Bhumij 
of Bengal. 

784. The number of persons confined in lunatic asylums at the time of 

the census was 1,241 (1,019 males and 222 females), 
unatic ASU.JMS. or 298 more than in 1901. There are three lunatic 

asylums in Bengal, situated at Bhawanipore (in Calcutta), Berhampore and 
Dacca ■ the former is intended for Europeans and Anglo-Indians only, 
and the two latter for Indians. In Bihar and Orissa there is only one-asylum 
situated at Patna (Bankipore). The number of insane persons in these 
asylums is comparatively small. Not only is the accommodation limited, but 
under the law in force in India only criminals, or persons who are declared 
dangerous to themselves or to others, or who are wandering about without 
proper guardianship and unable to take care of themselves, can be sent to 
asylums. The majority of lunatics are kept by their friends, and it 'is only 
when they have committed crimes, or have become homeless vagabonds, or 
dangerous to the public, that they can be confined in a lunatic asyluml 

About two-fifths of the inmates are criminal lunatics, who have been 
admitted under one or other of the sections of the law relating to lunatics. 
The first class includes those persons who, being accused of having com- 
mitted a crime, are found, after due observation by a medical officer, to be 
of unsound mind, and consequently incapable of making a defence ; in other 
words, they are held to be unable to understand the nature of the proceedings 
against them and to be unfit for trial. Their cases are then remanded 
under section 466 of the Criminal Procedure Code for the orders of Govern- 
ment, which authorizes the detention of the accused in an asylum until he is 
declared fit to stand his trial, or until further orders. The second class 
includes those who, having been tried for their crimes and found guilty, are 
declared to have been insane at the time of the crime and unable to realize 
the nature of their act, or that it was wrong or contrary to law. They are 
then acquitted on the ground of insanity, and. the case is referred to 
Government, which may direct their confinement in an asylum or some other 
suitable place of custody. A lunatic may, .in such cases, be made over 
to the care and custody of a friend or relative on the latter giving security. 
The accommodation in the asylums being limited, the 'policy is to restrict 
admissions to lunatics (l) who are dangerous, (2) who are absolutely incap- 
able and have no one to look after them, and (3) whose criminal propensities 
are a real nuisance to society. Increased strictness has eliminated the less 
serious cases of lunacy, and the inmates are, to a very large extent, hopeless 
cases.f 


° Clinical Report on the Berhampore Asylum for 1909 , Indian Medical Gazette, May, 1910, 
f Resolution on the Triennial Report on Lunatic Asylums in Bengal (1909 — 11). 
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•also ran*. Lunatics mifforing from this form of insanity have strong delusions 
of persecution and inllated ideas of their dignity. Such eases arc very 
intractable and rarely recover. The sixth type is “ Homicidal melancholia.” 
{.a., melancholia of a homicidal character, and the seventh type is “Phthisi- 
cal insanity. ” Beggars are specially liable to the latter. As long as they can 
get enough to keep them in fair health, they do not, as a rule, sillier mentally, 
provided they do not indulge in drugs But should they he nlliicted by tuber- 
culosis. the progressive asthenia of that complaint makes them less able 
to follow their calling. This preys on their minds, and they sillier from an 
irritable melancholia. Tuberculosis, it may lie added, is four times commoner 
in tin' insane than in the sane, and is fostered by their associations ami habits.* 

787. The educated classes believe that insanity is due to mental disorder, 

for which various tilings mav be responsible, such 
Hkiimn Miorr c *i i . ,• * • . , ,• - , 

as faintly liereaveiueiits, linaucial losses, disappoint- 
ment in love, religious fanaticism, tin* immoderate use of intoxicating liquor 
or drugs, especially gtmjn. etc. It is commonly attributed to excessive indul- 
gence in sexual passion, and also to abstinence from sexual intercourse when 
maturity has been obtained. This latter belief often leads to unfortunate 
results. When a youth is seen to be in danger of becoming insane, the con- 
summation of the marriage which in* contracted as a hoy is hurried on as a 
means of saving him. His tottering reason is only too often overthrown and 
hopeless lunacy ensues. Thu power of drugs to produce insanity is firmly 
holieved in, and it is generally agreed that it is frequently caused by love 
philtres given by neglected wives in the hope of winning or regaining their 
husband’s love. 

788. The lower classes have a curious medley of ideas on the subject. 
Physically, insanity is thought to lie due to an excess of bilo in tho system 
or to worms in tho head. Ultimately it is due to tho anger of tho gods or 
evil spirits. Neglect of tho worship of the gods, or the curse of a yogi, sadhu 
or other holy man, may produce it ; it is specially liable to attack those who 
practise Tan trie arts but fail to control tho spirits they evoke, and devotees of 
Kali who gaze upon frightful spectres, while worshipping at the dead of night at 
a burning ghat or sitting on dead bodies. Generally, howover. it is attributed 
to demoniacal possession. Tho evil spirit may ho moved by motives of passion 
as well of vindictiveness, e.g., a male spirit may take possession of a girl of 
prepossessing appearance, while female spirits enter into handsome young 
men. The spirit which is most commonly thought to produce madness is 
Brahmadaitya, the spirit of Brahman who has died an unnatural death, e.g., 
by murder or suicide. This spirit dwells in piped trees : to spit on the root 
of a pipal tree in which Brahmadaitya resides, or to make water in its shade, 
is fatal, to tho reason. Another curious belief is that persons with yellow 
moustaches or with tapering heads are apt to become insane. 

789. The beliefs of the aboriginal races are similarly primitive. TlieHos 

believe that insanity is caused either by excess 
beliefs of .uhirigivals. 0 [' or |,y the wrath of a bonga or evil spirit 

at some insult or injury, e.g., when money is buried by a man and removed 
by some one else after his death (the idea’ being that they are the property 
of the bonga), or when the bonga s residence (a tree, river or hill) is 
desecrated by a man easing himself or making water. The cutting of trees 
in a sacred grove ( jahira ) also amounts to desecration and produces insanity, 
but this belief is not much of a deterrent when the supply of wood for 
domestic purposes is disappearing. The Bhumij believe that insanity is the 
result of the possession of evil spirits ( bhuts ) or of the evil eye of witches. 
If an exorcist or witch-doctor fails to effect a cure, it is believed that it 
is a disease due to a disordered brain or the consequence of some sin 
committed by the lunatic. It may, for instance, be caused by disrespect 
to the family bhut, failure to subscribe for the worship of the village deity, 
or desecration of the sacred grove ; or it may lie the result of a 
man having fallen a "victim to some powerful evil spirit, whom he tried to 
exorcise. The Santals similarly believe that insanity is due to possession by 


° Major 0. J. Robertaon-Hl'iie, i.m.s., Clinical Report on the Berhampore Asylum for the year 1909 , 
Indian Medical Gazette, Vol. XLV. No. 5, May 1910. 
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CHAPTER X. INFIRMITIES. 


i s z t • 

z 2°T tio, i tbe ;S 

will be able to do anythin* or not He then h ® pro£ ? sses *° know whether he 
name, how he is to be fnnUsed S , P roceed " to %d out the bonga’s 

animals for sacrifice, a nail of iron or copper partTy straLht re ^ red * *•£•> 
etc. _ As soon as the patient’s family have n-ot rtJ, l ^ a “d partly twisted, 
appoint a day for his final work. On the daffixtd tL — theyask llim to 
the sacrificial animals, and the Oiha mal-pq Vw* 6 lunatic is made to touch 
repeating certain incantations. Next, the *5?, Same th ™ 


\T f /f.r at tne same time 

the animals outside the village bounds rv vJ, U S ° me °. £ tke villagers take 
When they have finished thefr meal they return tnll S , aCnflce and eat th eni. 
prepares medicine, which the Tti2 ^ h T e< wkr8 th9 

drink up the beev.Vhichlas beer Cted £ Z 2^° 

>3 repeated at intervals. The family ,y a it a 
the patient recovers, they give the Oiha Ms 


Ojha 
company 
The medicine 
and if in the meantime 
gets ‘nothing. ' 5 if cure, he 

ansar sl izH ^ s ' “ 1,6 1 

declares the patient to be possessed by 
ceremony of exorcism, which consists of 
spirit concerned, after which 


— i is 

, .. . , . - are employed by 

a teat with oil, looks into it and then 
>y a certain spirit. He then performs a 

spirit concerned, after which a blick “ !“r lltatl0, “ appropriate to the 
cocks, a girdle, a garland, a small basket , S - 0met , lmes a ^ k ), 2 or 3 

the propitiation of the evil snirit” a,, ‘ d a looking-glass are offered for 
demands the sacrifice of a pi<r the hill o-nrl nf 10 Ivhonds the earth goddess 

unl._ t,he mad man is left to Ins fate ^ a goat ; if these prove lA-offmF 

*o Kali on the day of the 

new moon in the" ho^ JYOb?]u&fl’CV« guu®;-u^ih e ^ 1119? t 2l j hTW 

shrines is that at Tirol in the Arambagh subdivision of the Hooghly 
district. Insane persons are taken and piuas performed, alter which the 
priests give an iron bracelet ( bulct ) for the lunatic to wear. Great is 
the fame of Kali’s bracelet. “ I had,” writes a correspondent, 
through this village about 


pass 


occasion to 

two. years ago, and the villagers extolled 
its virtues to such an extent that I could hardly believe them, They 
told me that not only Hindus, but people of other nationalities, and oven 
Europeans, resort to the village for tho cure pf insane: that however 
turbulent or boisterous the mad person may he, he becomes as quiet 
when lie comes within the precincts of tho village. Such 
the goddess.” It is not absolutely necessary 
bo taken to Tirol. 


as a lamb 
tho influence of 
insane person should b 


that however 

may be, 

Such is 

11 WU IlliOUlUlrVlJ .n-wxvv...^. that die 
The consecrated bala can he brought 
vill also send oup by parcel 
temple 
taken 
‘and 
on 


tho' leaves of the bhuria plant, are worn with the same idea, and in the case 
of Musalmans. texts from tho Koran. 

fn Ililiar alms are given away in the hope of procuring tho favour of the 
gods. The colour of the articles distributed varies according to the god pro- 
pitiated. If Saturn’s goodwill is to bo won, everything must bo of a reddish 
colour, such as rod cloth, red wheat and rod (jar-, if Saturn, f 

all bo black, cm., black cloth, black iron, black til, black urid, etc. 
la 


if Saturn, they must 
Hero too 

the bracelet of ” Pagla Kali ” is hold in repute. 

7<) |. The medical treatment of the insane is designed with an eye to its 
noting effects on the brain and nervous system. r ' 1 ’ " " * 1 



soft 

day, if not oftener. m oi 

the water of which is considered cooler _ 

Sometimes, too. the mud taken from these putrid tanks is plastered on its 
head, or ahv pulp is mixed with water and applied in tho form of an 
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of chronic invalids strikes one as unusually large. Au unsightly form, 
of goitre is very prevalent ami tlm mmiher of cretins is remarkable."* 
Deaf-nmtism is specially prevalent near the Dhanauti, a tortuous river with 
an unhealthy neighbourhood. Formerly there were Nourishing villages 
along its hanks, hut gradually the river-lied became silted up. Fever of a 
malignant type broke out and the population was decimated. T 

7D7. Since 11)01 the number of deaf-mutes in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa has 

increased by (5,(589 or Id per cent., while in Sikkim 
Vaiii.vtions mm k it | 1!W risen by lh per cent. In Bengal, Bihar 

and Orissa the increase occurs both among those aged 2 0 and over, and also 

among those who are 
under 20 years of age. 
the latter being persons 
born during the decade 
or under ten years of 
age at the last census. 
Very little, if any, of 
the increase can be due 
to persons .suffering only 

from senile deafness being returned under this head, for the number of deaf 
mutes aged 50 and over is only 107 or 4 per cent, more than in 11)01. In that 
year they represented 8 per cent, of the total number, but now the proportion, 
though the same in Bengal, has fallen to 7 per cent, in Bihar and Orissa. 

70S. The local variations are of a curious character. In the area of great- 
est prevalence there have been decreases in the extreme east in Ohamparan 
and Saran, but in nearly all the other districts there have boon increases, viz., 
in Muzaifarpur, Darbhanga. Purnea, Maida and Dinajpur. On tlm other hand, 
thore have been decreases in Bhagalpur, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Gooch 
Rebar. The decline in Couch lleluir and Jalpaiguri is small, but in Bhagalpur 
and Darjeeling it is so remarkable that it must probably be ascribed to 
insufficient enumeration : in tho latter district it is noticeable that no deaf- 
mutes are found in two out of five thanas. and that the returns for all infirmities 
are far below those of 11)01. In Saran the falling oft’ is small, but it is consider- 
able in Champaran. whore evory other infirmity has also lost ground except 
insanity. Both these districts suffered from famine in 181)7, the former in a 
minor and the latter in a major degree ; and the decrease might be attributed 
to its effects in thinning out these unfortunate persons who are largely depen- 
dent on charity. On the other hand, both Muzaftarpur and Darbhanga exhibit 
increases, though they were also famine-stricken in 1897 and have since 
suffered, the former from scarcity and the latter from two famines. Elsewhere 
there have been considerable increases in Cuttack, the Orissa States. Midna- 
pore, the 24-Parganas, Faridpur. Bogra, Tippera and Chittagong. 

799. From the marginal diagram it will be seen that the number of 

deaf-mutes of either sex rises till the age period 10 
to 15 in Bengal, and 15 to 20 in Bihar and Orissa, 
and then drops steadily. The explanation is that 
deaf-mutism is a congenital affection and that deaf-mutes generally are short- 
lived. At the same 


DeW-MCTISM UV AGE AXO ITlOl’OIt 
TIOX OK THE SEXES. 



time, the paucity of 
deaf-mutes over the age 
of 40 to 45 is evidence 
of the comparative accu- 
racy of the returns, 
persons afflicted with 
the deafness of old age 
being excluded from the 
schedules. As in other 
countries, there is a 
marked disproportion of 
the sexes, males being 
largely in excess. They preponderate most in Bengal, where there are ap- 
proximately 8 males to every 6 females, the proportion in Bihar and Orissa 


w Champarau Famine .Report of 1897. 
t Champaran District Gazetteer, p. 59. 
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liiliar) ami Manbhum, 
more per 100,000 of 


Monghyr (which make up the natural division of 8011th 
in ail of which the proportion of blind persons is 100 or 
Um population. 

802. The returns of successful operations for cataract during tho last 
(.'uAiiwrommioNi decade (1901 to 1910) also ailord testimony to tho 
extent to which lhhar sulfurs from diseases of tho 
eye. Altogether 37, .'520 such operations were performed (compared with 
15,987 in the previous decade), of which 12.11!) or one-third took placo 
in South Bihar and 0.238 or one-sixth in North Bihar ; in other words, 
Bihar accounts for half the total number in the two Provinces. The 
returns for individual districts also shew very much the same local dis- 
tribution of blindness as the census returns : conditions in Calcutta are of 
course exceptional, and there is consequently little correspondence between 
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803. Blindness is chiefly 

- 

j 

i 

duo to neglected inflammation. 
of tho eyes, combined with 


poornoss of constitution and the application of caustic remedies. Oases in 
which senile decay causes cataract and various forms of ulceration, especially 
of the cornea, are very common. Those, though easily amonablo to treat- 
ment in tlioir earlier stages, are often not submitted for treatment at the 
hospitals, until vision has boon hopelessly destroyed, and it is too late for 
any troafcuioufc to bo of use. Ophthalmia is specially common during the 
months of April and May, when the hot wosc winds, loaded with dust, are 
blowing. It is often only a mild form of conjunctivitis, but among the poor 
it takes the form of purulent ophthalmia, resulting in total destruction of the 
eye. or in the formation of permanent opacities of tho cornea. 

S04. Tho number of blind persons in tho two Provinces has risen by 

3,139 or by -1 per cent, since 1901. As shown in 
Vaiuations mi-E ism. ^j 10 margin, tho increase is common to both sexes. 

and has occurred at all ages, oxcept among fomalos aged 50 and over. The 

increase is all the more 
noticeable because of the 
largely enhanced number of 
successful operations for 
cataract — the aggregate 

during the decade was actu- 
ally more than half the total 
number of blind persons 
enumerated in 1901 — and 
pn'/nd facie the restoration of 
sight to such a large propor- 
tion should have had some effect in diminishing the blind population. On 
the other hand, the proportional growth of blind persons falls short of the 
general growth of population. Compared with 1901. blindness is relatively 
less prevalent among both sexes in all parts of the two Provinces, except 
(l) Central Bengal, where the proportion is the same, (2) Orissa, where the 
proportion of blind females has risen by 6 and of males by 10 per 100,000, (3) 
South Bihar, where there is a rise of 9 and 11 respectively, and (4) East- 
Bengal, where the proportion for blind males has risen by 2 per 100,000. 


P ENS0S. 

UMH.H 50 YEA US. 

50 YE ,119 ATO OVjtll. j 

Stale. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

a>n 

24,032 

37,427 

35,317 

17,202 

1801 

22,823 

18,141 

14,660 

17,235 

Variation 

+ 1,229 

+ 1,286 

+ 637 

33 
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food ami manner of lift art* otherwise much tlio saint'. For these ami other 
variations among the H>5 diiVorent castes for which statistics iiavt* boon 
compiled, 1 can oiler no explanation. 


1 JO IMIONY. 

SOS. l.eprosy is unusually prevalent in Bengal. Bihar ami Orissa owing 

to two leper cent res. viz., the four inland districts 
Omihi" ti"\ "i I.i.io-m ofHankura. Biinlwan. Birblnun and Maidilium, and 
the tliret' seaboanl districts of Cuttack, Balasore. and Puri, which betwei'ii 

them contain 12.1)05 
lepers or over one- 
third of tin* total 
■' number. 'I'ln* dis- 
case is i, «.».*{> r i ift* 
in t h<* four tlistriets 
first named, where 
there is an average 
of Jfi lept'rs per 
10,000 of the popu- 
lation. The great- 
est intt'iisity is 
reached in Mankttra 
with a ratio of 20 
per 10.000: this 
district is. indeed, 
tin* blackest leper 
spot in the whole 
of India. In the 
Orissa districts the 
proportion is 10 per 
10.000. and tin* 
disease is evenly 
diffused through all 
the three districts. 

Elsewhere it is most common in the Sonthal Parganns (which adjoins the 
lept*r tlistriets of Birbhum, Burdwan and Manbhum) and in tin* district of 
Gaya : the number of lepers in the latter district is slightly swollen by immi- 
grants, the town of Gaya lining a sacred place of pilgrimage jto which lepers 
are attracted in the hope of charity from pilgrims.* • 

There is a definite geographical distrinution of leprosy. The lower delta, 
included in Central and East Bengal, which has a humid climate and a soil 
composed mainly of recent, alluvium, is most immune. The whole of the 
north of the two Provinces is also in a favourable position, though there are 
two exceptions, viz... the State of Gooch Behar and the district of .Jnlpaiguvi 
in the submontane country known as the Tarai. South Bihar and the UJiotn 
Nagpur Plateau, with a drier climate, are more exposed to tin* ravages of the 
disease, while it is rife in the country to the south and south-east of the 
Plateau. 

801). The reason for its excessive prevalence in the three seaboard 
districts of Orissa and the four inland districts on the fringe of the Chota 
Nagpur Plateau are unknown They are inhabited by different races and 
their physical configuration varies widely. The inhabitants of the former 
are mainly orthodox Hindus : the latter contain a population, in which an 
aborginal element is fairly strong. The seaboard districts consist of three 
distinct tracts, viz., a maritime fringe, a central zone of alluvium, and an 
upland and somewhat sterile strip of submontane country. The inland 

“ At the time of the census plague was raging in Gaya town, anil foreign-born lepers avoided the place. 
In Pun town out of 113 lepers, more than half came from outside the district, some hailing from snch 
distant places as Uimdclklumd and Gwalior. 
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-0 to CO, the 
j»r<uio'!ijf;< i| among males, for 
v/hofn the returns are 
more Complete. 'J’JlO 
characteristic was 
i !>y Mr. (.'ait in 
who.e remarks on 
subject may lie 
A leper's life 
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i- a comparatively short 
om-. According to one 
<>f tiie mo-t reliahie esti- 
mate 1 - (that of l)anie|lsen 
ami }k»'ck', the average 
•Juration of life from the 
<iat- of attack is only I# A- 
y-ars for t ilherculatef] 

ami year.- in the case 

of nmesthetic h-proy. It 
'r<‘tl tile aC"' of e|) <nl)( ] j]Q 


a marled r;->- in tie- liability to infection between t!m-e aces." 

Imth in K-agnl and ;n Mihar am! <>ri s-a tliere are approximately 
m.tl- r- t«« » very female lep.-r. TJa- propor- 


«:< ii • -; f 
•je-eially 


!.— —tie. at different age p-rinls. however, 
at tie* first p<-ri<»l — 5). Among young 


tea : 


x»:r vm : x 


ditf-i,- cori-aierahly. ami 
children of tin- ag<- tie-re ar- 117 f> male- t<> every 100 males in Miliar ami 
Ori--n, hut 1— - tiian half that numh-r in M-npal. In both Provinces the 
proportion gradually ami st- a-iilv fall- uiitil tie- age "f -15 — 50. when the 
proportion m almost th- sam--. th-re f-ing female h-p-rs in Menem I. and 
I 1 .' in Miliar ami Ori--a. to every put male !ep-rs. After tlie act 1 of 50. 
iiowevi r. tie-re is a ri--- in tie- relative number of females : the proportion for 
elderly f-mal- h-[>--r- in b »:h Pr-«vim---.- i- v-ry nearly the same ns for females 
in their full maturity, a -a. b-twe-n ’J‘> ami CO years of age. 

Slo. Tie- ca-t.- that apjs-ar to i «- mo-t affected by leprosy are the small 

S.urak community in Memral ami then t lie Ilajjams 
ami Imlinn Christians. The high figure in the 
last vase is explicable bv the fact that a number of them are inmates of 
h-por asylums, where they have been converted to Christianity : it is not 
likely that it implies any special liability to the disease. Moth Mapdis and 
Mauris suffer to a marked d->pree. but with them leprosy is probably a 
matter of locality rather than of race or manner of life, for they form a 
considerable proportion of the population of the leprous districts. Other 
castes of Menpal in which leprosy is especially common are (in a descending 
scale) the Lobar. Knibartta. Mali and Khaim. In Miliar and Orissa the most 
afflicted are the Mayra. -Sarak and Knlu : their local distribution is. however, 
limited, for all the lep'rs ainonp the Mayras and Kalus were enumerated in 
the Sonthal Parpanas and Manhhttm. and the Sarak lepers in Manhhum only. 

SI(>. In order to ascertain whether any castes are specially liable to the 

disease in the leper area, 
tie.. the districts of 
Hurdwan. Birbhum. 
Hankura and Manbhum. 
statistics have been pre- 
pared of the castes in 
those four districts, 
among which there are 
100 or more lepers, or 
which have an aggregate 
strength of over 50.000. 
The result is shown in 
the margin. The highest incidence is found among the Rajputs and then 
among the Mauris, while the Mlnunij. Kayasth. Kora. Kurnri. Mai and Santal 
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sutler tlm bct-t. Of t hi* latter all hut the Kavasths have a strong abori- 
ginal ‘•train, hut s>> also lum tlm Bail ri. It is not a])pari'i)t why tin* llajput s 
should have proportionately four times :m many lepers as the Kaynsths, or 
why tiie latter shotthl he more immune than the Brahmans. The Baum and 
Bagdb. acattt. have very much the same iHautpatious, customs and manner 
of \i*e, nut lepv«'--y m twice a*» freijuent among the former .as among tin* hitter. 

SIT. The t aw relating to leprosy, which is in force in both Provinces, is the 
5 , , v< I.epers Act 111 of IS'.tS), an Act applicable to all 

lmlia, which was introlneed in l'.tOl in place of the 
Bett^at l.--js.;-s Act of is;t:,. This Act provides fo'r the estahlishment of 
asylums t e whiett lep'Ws may he sent from specified areas, for the arrest of pauper 
lepws t- und wandering in such areas, and for their detention in an asylum. 
It als ' •unp overs the L ,k “al (Joverniueut to prohibit lepers from engaging in 
cert de, trades evocations likely to endanger tlm pnhlie health. Thu 
asylums es'.ahlished under it are the Albert \ icier Leper Asylum at fJohra 
m ar * 'ahuitta ami the asylums at l’tuulia in Manhhum, Rnniganj in Bitrdwan, 
Bhag.dpur att*l Mu/atfnrpur. The asylum at tiohra is a (iovermnent institution 
ui .uac 1 by a Board appealed by < Iovermnent ; the rest are under the 
tnatr.e,;, n.nmt of the Mission to l.ep<rs in Itnlia and the Hast, assisted by con- 
tribtu; .-'.s fre*n • iovermnent. I'lnb-r see* mu *.< of the A<’t not ill eat ions have 
b. e.j ;ot|. i prohibiting lepers in certain finalities from following certain 
{rates . .'eupatnuis c eanee*,. 1 with the bolily requirements of human 
t-ing-. from deing certain acts likely to endanger public health. The 
lr»'ab’> s jn <pt 'stion are the di*.?tm(.. of Burdwan. Birbhum .and Manhhum. 
tl'.e Mu. v.s'.irp tr titan, a .excluding two outjiosts), the towns of Calcutta, 
t * — s* jc-jr -* ‘ftitpur, M.auivktoUah. ToHygutigo. Harden Roach, Howrah, 
Kti’-hnagAr. Blingalpur, tie- South Suburban Municipality and Fort William. 
Tics,- -..avc als.* h> "ti sp..i-itj.-d a' local area*, from which lepers may be sent 

to s", 1 Jisylums. 

sjs. The Albert Victor l, -pm Asylum at dobra was declared to be an 

r. -ylum under tlm l.ep *r>. A"! in Hull ; the areas from which lepers may be 

s. oj* to j; a • r e Fort William. < ‘abutta. tin* Suburban Municipalities and the 
KrMn.vgar Municipality. Th" 1’uruiia Lep-r Asylum is the largest asylum in 
tile two Provinci containing r.ec<.:mm*lation for over <»00 lepers. It was 
establish! d in is<7. and in liMli was declared to be an asylum to which 
J. j*.-rs might s-uit fr.cn t!n> district of Manhhnni. From the outset, 

tlm working of this asylum has I ti in the hands of tlm Herman F.vangelienl 

Lutheran Mission : its popularity is such that most of tlm inmates pm there 
of th'dr own free will, and tlm number sent under the Act, is generally very 
small. A large majority of the inmates, however, are such as could legally 
be s.-nt there, and in eonsi.leration of this fact, and of tlm go,>l work done hy 
it. t Government giv. s tin- asylum an annual capitation grant, which is at, 
pres.. nt fixed at Its. 12.IHI0 a year. The H:\uig.mj L"p'*r Asylum, estab- 
lished in lS'.i.”,. was declared to tm an asylum under the Act, in 1!H)7 : 
tin- bv-a! areas from whmh leper.-. may he Kent to it are t lie districts of 
Burdwan and Birbhum. It contains about t!00 lepers, and receives annually 
from Hovermimut a capitation grant calculated at the rate of He. 1-8 a month 
for each inmate that is a leper within the meaning of the Act. Tlm 
Bhagalpnr Leper Asylum was established in IS'.IO and was brought under 
the operation of the Act in HUM. Tlm town of Bhagalpnr is the local area 
from which lepers under the Act may be sent, to it. Oovermnciit contributes 
a capitation grant at the usual rate of Re. 1-S per head a month. The 
Muzafiarptir Leper Asylum was declared an asylum under (he Act in 1000. 
and the Muzafiarptir t hana {excluding the independent outposts of Minnpore 
and Sal: raj was specified as the local area from which lepers might he sent, to 
it. A capitation grant at the usual rate is made from Provincial revenues. 

sl'i. There are also asylums at Asansol, Bankura and Lohardaga, 
belonging to the Mission to Lepers in India and the Fast, which have not 
been brought, under the operation of tin* Lepers Act. hut arc assisted by 
Hovernment contributions. The Lohardaga Asylum is the oldest in the two 
Provinces, having been started in 1881 at, the. instance of the. Ho.vd. F. ITahn 
of Ho-sner’s Herman (Kvnngetieal Lutheran) Mission. That at Asansol was 

n-T 
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started about six years later, and that at Hank urn in 1902. The Rajkumari 
Leper Asylum at Dooghar, the Puri Leper Asylum (started in 1905) and the 
Sainhalpiir Leper Asylum are private institutions maintained from subs- 
criptions. There is also an asylum in the »State of Mayurbhanj, which was 
opened in 1907. It is subsidized by the Maharaja and is visited by members 
ol' an Australian Mission called the Mayurbhanj State Mission. Altogether 
1,227 lepers (81 1 males and 116 females) wore enumerated in the different 
asylums. 

From the preceding account if will be seen that all the asylums in 
the two Provinces except that at Gobra are maintained either by tho Mission 
to Lepers in India and the East or depend upon private charity. Government, 
howover, makes considerable grants for their upkeep, and in tho decade 
1901-1910 contributed 11s. 1,29,052 (Hs. 2-1,250 as building grants and 
Es. 1,0-1,802 as annual subventions), while local bodies subscribed over 
Rs. 4,000. 

820. Tho work in the Mission asylums is partly evangelistic, for it is 

desired to make converts, and partlv philanthropic, 
as the iopors are givon shelter, clotlied and fed. 
It is also to a largo extent medical, but as it lias not yet been established that 
there is any 611'ectivc euro for this mysterious disease, tho treatment is of a 
comparatively simple character, and is applied with the object of giving relief, 
rathor than with a hope of actual cure. Tho most important part of the 
work is preventive, tho worst and most dangerous cases being segregated, 
while special efforts arc made to savo the untainted children of leprous parents 
from contagion. It is recognized that tho disease being not hereditary but 
contagious, the best chanco of successful work lies in separating children 
from diseased parents and protecting them from contamination. 

821. The most rocont authoritative pronouncement regarding the causa- 

tion of leprosy is that of the Conference of 

Causation- of i.epikmi. Loprologists presided over by Professor Virchow, 

which was held at Berlin in 1897. The conclusions arrived at by this body 
of experts were briefly that : — (l) The disease is communicated by the 
bacillus, but its conditions of life and methods of penetrating the human 
organism are unknown. Probably it obtains entrance through the mouth or 
the mucous membrane. (2) It is certain that mankind alone is liable to 
the bacillus. (3) Leprosy is contagious, but not hereditary. (4) Thedisease 
has hitherto resisted all efforts to cure it. A similar Conference held at 
Bergen in 1909 confirmed these views. 

Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, f.r.s., has advanced another theory, viz., that 
leprosy is due to eating badly cured fish. His views are — (1) the leprosy is 
caused by a bacillus, which gains access to the body through the stomach, and 
not by the breath or by the skin. (2) That in the great majority of cases 
in which grown-up pei-sons become lepers, the bacillus;enters the stomach in 
connection with badly cured fish, eaten in a state of partial decomposition and 
not sufficiently cooked. (3) That the bacillus is not present in any other 
form of fish-food. (4) That it is but very seldom that the bacillus is present 
even in such fish, and that it is especially likely to be found in fish which 
has been imported from a distance. (5) That a very small quantity of tainted 
fish may suffice to introduce the bacillus, and that a long period is necessary 
before its results will be observed. 

822. Mr. Hutchinson’s theory is not confirmed by the results of the census 
over the ax-eas where leprosy is most pi-evalent. In Bankui'a, in particular, 
which is the worst leper centx-e in either Province, the consumption of badly 
cured fish is extremely rare. On the other hand, it is common among 
the Nepalese races, who fulfil the conditions necessaiy according to 
Mi - . Hutchison, for (1) the fish they eat is badly cured, (2) it is eaten veiy 
largely, (3) it is in a ■ state of partial decomposition and (4) it is imported 
from distant places. In every bazar frequented by the Nepalese such badly 
cui-ed fish may be seen. Its condition will be sufficiently desci-ibed by a 
quotation from Mr. Inglis, an old planter of North Bihar. “ Lai-ge quantities 
of dried fish ai - e sent to Nepal, and exchanged for idee and other gi’ains, ox- 
horns, hides and blankets. The fish-drying is done very simply in the sun. 
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It is generally left till it is half putrid and taints the air for miles. Tim 
sweltering, half-rotting mans, packed in liltliy bags, and ailing on ponies or 
bullocks, is sent over tlio frontier to Home village liazsr in Nepal, Tim 
track of a consignment of tin's horrible filth can he recognized from very far 
away. The perfume hovers on the road, and uh yon are riding up and gel the 
first sniff of the putrid odour, you know at once that the Nepalese market in 
being recruited by a fresh accession of very stale fish. II the taste in 
at all equal to the smell, the rankest witches’ hroth ever brewed in n reeking 
cauldron would probably be preferable."* The localities where llm Nepalese 
are found in greatest strength have little lepjv/ay, viz., liarjeejing, where 
the proportion of male lepers per 100,000 is -to, and, , Sikkim, where if, falls to 
16. The figures for Nepalese ca«-t«*«. moreover, show that the incidence 
of leprosy is very low ; out of 35,000 persons belonging lo different Nepalese 
castes in Sikkim only 6 arc hqs-r-. 

826. Experiments with Deveke’s Ns- tin treatment of h-oro-v v/eie made 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III. — Number afflicted per 100,000 of each age period 

AND NUMBER OF FEMALES AFFLICTED PER 1,000 MALES. 

BENGAL. 


Age. 

Number afflicted per loo.ooo— 

Number of Females afflicted 
Mai.es. 

PL*R 1,000 

I tn (inf. 

O^af. mutes. 

Blind. 

Lfp'rt. 


Male. 

Fen tile. 

Male. 

Fo liale. 

Male. 

Female. 

Ma’e. 

Te male 

insane. 

Deaf-mutes. 

Blind. 

Lepers. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

. 

6 

7 

• 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1// ages 

SO 

36 

81 

S8 

78 

63 

56 

19 

671 

676 

773 

320 

0- 5 

2 

2 

23 

19 

18 

It 

o 

1 

1,096 

733 

642 

560 

5—10 

IS 

13 

83 

57 

29 

18 

3 

2 

687 

671 

584 

560 

10-15 

33 

31 

115 

86 

40 

25 

10 

7 

635 

584 

490 

609 

15—20 

54 

37 

117 

79 

48 

23 

24 

12 

748 

740 

562 

434 

20—25 

66 

30 

106 

61 

47 

26 

41 

. 16 

G76 

691 

629 

429 

25—30 

“5 

42 

90 

63 

46 

SO 

61 

21 

534 

660 

614 

321 

30-35 

82 

55 

7l 

60 

55 

42 

86 

27 

578 

60S 

664 

266 

35—40 

81 

52 

74 

63 

G3 

56 

115 

40 

533 

627 

643 

252 

40—45 

83 

66 

79 

62 

90 

76 

136 

42 

636 

60S 

711 

265 

45-60 

79 

66 

63 

61 

119 

120 

158 

57 

653 

730 

773 

277 

60—33 

73 

74 

C6 

50 

192 

170 

156 

54 

950 

737 

852 

338 

55—60 

72 

71 

61 

44 

216 

231 

173 

64 

861 

627 

831 

325 

60 and ovor ... 

61 

57 

66 

48 

572 

533 

137 

48 

979 

764 

932 

369 


BIHAR AND ORISSA. 


16 

8 

90 

ss 

111 

104 

71 

23 

1 

1 

30 ! 

Of 

40 

25 

1 

o 

4 

3 

83 

68 

60 

35 

4 

3 

10 

7 

! 119 

87 

75 

50 

14 

11 

16 

9 

142 

92 

S3 

67 

36 

24 

21 

9 

. 139 

74 

107 

61 

60 

21 

23 

8 

110 

61 

97 

72 

75 

24 

31 

10 

99 

52 

101 

83 

103 ! 

33 

23 

11 

78 

44 

93 

97 

141 

37 

23 

14 

73 

45 

125 

123 

188 1 

49 

23 

13 

65 

41 

141 

157 

193 

49 

22 

15 

51 

39 

123 

207 

203 | 

57 

24 

13 

57 

35 

231 

249 

174 

44 

21 

15 

53 

36 

556 

569 

176 I 

43 
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CHAPTER X . — INFIRMITIES, 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV. — Numreu afflicted' per 100,000 persons of each 

CASTE, AND NUMBER OF FEMALES AFFLICTED PER 1,000 MALES. 

HINDUS, ANIMISTS AND CHRISTIANS. 






NUMBER AFFLICTED FLU 100,000. 



NUMBER OF FEMALES 
AFFLICTED PER 1,000 MALES. 

Caste, tribe or race. 

Locultty, 

Insane. 

Deaf-mutes. 

BUND. 

Lepers. 

■ Insane 

Deaf- 

Blind, 

Lepeis. 



Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Mate. 

Female. 

’’ mutes. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

- 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

AGAR1A 

Bihar aud Oiissa ... ... 

37 

36 

110 

73 

82 

95 

37 

73 

1,000 

625 

1,182 

2,000 

AG A RW ALA 

Bihar au<l Orissa ... ... 

10 

14 

68 

35 

105 

60 

37 

... 

666 

454 

588 

... 

AJAT 

Bihar and Orl e sa ... ... 

231 

38 

1,755 

1,414 

130 

668 

277 

76 

200 

1,000 

■ 

333- 

AMAT 

Bill r and Oiissa ... ... 

fi 

0 

140 

81 

101 

63 

65 

16 

1,500 

604 

631 

294 

ANGLO-INDIAN 

Bengal 

160 

181 

43 

11 

85 

149 

21 

... 

1,133 

250 

1,750 


ATITH 

Bihar and OiU«a ... ... 

12 

4 

127 

43 

94 

116 

98 

32 

333 

387 

1,391 

375 

BABHAN 

Bilmr aud Orissa ... 

12 

3 

74 

32 

89 

62 

61 

3 

253 

423 

666 

61 

BAGDI 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

11 

11 

150 

80 

103 

268 

296 

167 


571 

1,411 

677' 


Bengal 

32 

18 : 

73 

54 

92 

86 

153 

49 

1 6fc0 

Hi 

950 

327 

BAIDYA 

Bengal 

104 

47 

45 

34 

97 

65 

32 

9 

457 

750 

674 

286- 

BA1SHNAB 


30 

10 . 

109 

60 

179 

193 

154 

64 

437 

483 

973 

375 


Bengal ... 

68 

38 

80 

50 

163 

129 

131 

46 

669 

760 

1,020 

422 

B ANITA 


62 

13 

150 

80' 

215 

188 

95 

41 

250 

518 

066 

439 


Bengal 

210 

163 

263, 

433 

228 

650 

123 

135 


1,067 

1,846 

714 

BARA1 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

12 

14 

145 

67 

179 

149 

150 

32 

1,125 

473 

852 

218- 

BARH1 

Bihar and O.lssa ... 

13 

7 

00 

54 

127 

130 

35 

10 

571 

633 

1,035 

290 

BARN A WAR 

Bilmr and Otissa ... 

25 

12 

25 

107 

135 

143 

111 

36 

500 

4,500 

1,090 

333 

BARUI 

Bengal 

54 

28 

89 

54 

58 

43 

22 

1 

480 

654 

685 

60 

BAURI 


16 

10 

52 

' 46 

138 

148 

272 

144 

652 

894 

1.090 

540 


Bengal ... ... 

20 

22 

53 

46 

102 

173 

395 

237 

1,133 

890 

1,732 

610 

BEDEA 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

23 

14 

138 

107 

54 

128 

16 

... 

666 

833 

2,671 

... 

BELDAR ' 

* 

Bihar and Oiissa ... 

11 

2 

57 

40 

88 

145 

77 

7 

200 

720 

1,641 

88- 

BH AN DARI 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

21 

7 

86 

58 

94 

95 

138 

28 

383 

714 

1,055 

215- 

BHAR 

Bihar and Oiissa ... 

... 

... 

95 

147 

27 

204 

34 

19 


1,643 

8,000 

600 

BHAT 

Bibar and Orissa ... 

40 

... 

224 

83 

295 

110 

112 

... 


429 

432 


BHOGTA 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

10 

6 

41 

23 

69 

89 

8 

6 

500 

562 

1,296 

665 

BHU1NMAL1 

Bengal 

60 

34 

86 

61 

84 

76 

34 

7 

560 

694 

886 

214 

BHU1YA 

Bihar and Oiissa ... 

12 

9 

45 

45 

110 

123 

78 

32 

789 

1,061 

1,183 

438 


Bengal 

16 

6 

37 

32 

59 

41 

227 

60 

333 

714 

691 

221 

BHUL1A 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

6 | 

6 

70 

24 

41 

59 

70 

30 

1,000 

333 

1,428 

416 

BHUM1J 


8 

9 

57 

44 

84 

1C6 

77 

4B 

1,181 

851 

1,372 

690 


Bengal 

111 

16 

54 

45 

61 

57 

154 

93 

149 

870 

962 

631 

BIND ... 

Bf liar and Orissa ... 

10 

3 

76 

46 

119 

234 

35 

10 

333 

6S7 

1,280 

316 

BJNJHAL 

Bihar and Orissa ... ... 

13 

3 

29 

25 

46 

69 

62 

19 

250 

888 

1,571 

316 

BRAHMAN 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

30 

9 

102 

44 

123 

73 

82 

23 


434 

597 

278 


Bengal 

93 

41 

66 

49 

82 

54 

43 

16 

388 

656 

679 

337 

OHAIN 

Bihar and Orissa ... 

19 

... 

64 

48 

159 

102 

51 

24 


800 

680 

600 

OHAMAR ... > ... 


10 

7 

94 

60 

110 

109 

49 

12 

769 

#9 

1,129 

268 


Bengal 

46 

48 

134 

156 

121 

210 

133 

66 

600 

672 

1,000 
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CHAI'TEH XI. — CA8TK. 


CHAPTER XI. 

CASTE . 


824. At the last census statistics of all castes and tribes wore compiled, 

i ntuoihjcioiiy. but it v .is leali/od that the compilation of figures 

for a groat number of niin or groups, oacli of which 

formod an infinitesimal fraction of the population, involvod an expenditure 
of time and labour which was incommensurate with the value of the results. 
At this census it was laid xlown by the Government of India that the caste 
table should give statistics only for the more important castes and for any 
others which Local Governments for special reasons might wish to include. 
At tho samotime it was stated that any Local Government might, if it wished 
order a complete table to bo prepared. Tho then Government of Bengal availed 
itself of tho discretionary powors allowed to it, and docided that figures should 
be compiled only for castes or tribos which in 1 001 numbered 50,000 or more, 
for other castes or tribos that accounted for 25,000 or more in any single 
district, and for any other castes, tribes and racos that wore of local importance 
or of special ethnological interost. The castes coining under tho last category 
wore selected in consultation with the District Officers. Table XIII therefore 
gives statistics only of selected castes and tribes for Bihar and Orissa and in 
Bengal for tho Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, the district of Darjeeling 
and the Stato of Gooch Behar. all of which were under the Bengal Government 
at the time of the census. Altogether 205 castes and tribes are entered in the 
table for Bihar and Orissa bosidos European and allied races. In Eastern 
Bengal statistics were compiled for all castes and tribes but not for Pluropean 
races : over 450 groups with a strength varying from 1 to 22,000,000 will be 
found in the table for this sub-province, but half of them have under 1.000 
representatives. It is to bo regretted that when the trouble was taken to 
record the numerical strength of such a large number of communities, it was 
not decided to compile statistics for such races as the English Irish, Scotch 
and other European nationalities. 

825. No part of the coimus aroused so much excitement as the return of 

castes. Thore was a general idea in Bengal that 
' '' 1 1 1 ‘ the object of the census is not to show the number 

of persons belonging to each caste, but to fix the relative status of different 
castes and to deal with questions of social superiority. Some frankly regarded 
the census as an opportunity that might fairly be taken to obliterate 
caste distinctions. The feeling on the subject was very largely the result 
of castes having been classified in the last census report in order of social 
precedence. This “ warrant of precedence ” gave rise to considerable agita- 
tion at the time and proved a legacy of trouble. The agitation was renewed 
when the census operations of 1911 were instituted. Hundreds of petitions 
were received from different castes — their weight alone amounts to Ij maunds 
requesting that they might be known by new names, be placed higher in 
the order of precedence, be recognized as Kshattriyas, Vaisyas, etc. Many 
castes were aggrieved at the position assigned them, and complained that it 
lowered them in public estimation. The Subarnabaniks, in particular, were 
offended at being placed low down in the list, whereas in 1891 they were 
grouped with other Bania castes among A' aisyas. Others thought it a suitable . 
opportunity to advance new claims. It was impossible to comply with these 
requests, as it was decided from the outset that there should be no classi- 
fication of castes by status. 

826. The methods pursued by the castes who desire to attain a higher 

status follow a more or less stereotvped plan. 

Methods purslf.d. One of the first steps is to obtain favourable 

wavashthns or rulings from complaisant Pandits. These refer to the present 
occupations and manner of life of the caste, and quote verses from ancient 
works to show that they are like those of the varna from which the caste 
claims to be an offshoot. Other Hindus do not care what rulings the Pandits 
give, provided that their own status is not affected. Their treatment of the 
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aspirant caste mnnins the same, ami they rarely pay attention to tho rulings. 
Recently, however, a hotly known as the Knmaj Rnkfdia Kabha or Bonaros 
took disciplinary _ measures against certain Pandits who had pronoun cod in 
favour of a section of a Rengali caste that claimed to .be Vaisyns. Tin? 
Sabha found that their vi/avashtha was wrong and compelled all init one of 
the Pandits <o‘ withdraw it and to return the money they had received. 
The Pandit, who refused to recant or refund the money was punished by 
being deprived of the services <>T his priest. 

The ruling of the Pandits is also frequently reinforced by pointing 
out tho similarity of the present caste name to the historic name of some 
respectable but extinct tribe or caste. This argument is usually based on 
some phonetic similarity, r..g.. Pod and Pundra. P.ut there is little or no 
attempt to prove historical connection, or to show that tin* modern and 
archaic names are. or ever have been, colloquial equivalents. 

•''-7. Another expedient is to adopt an entirely new name which points 
to a respectable origin. As a ease in point may he mentioned Mahi.shva, a 
designation recently 1 by the (,’hnsi Kaibarttas, a cultivating 'com- 

munity, in order to distinguish themselves from the daliya Kaibarttas, who 
follow what Hindus regard as a degrading occupation, viz.*, fishing. Mahishvn 
is a name derived from vmhisfin (meaning a lutllalo). which was given to 
a mixed caste by the Sanskrit law-givers, and was probably applied to a 
caste or tribe of cattle-keepers and graziers : it is mentioned in the (tauluma 
JVmrmn Sutrn (a work not later than 300 B.C.). in which a Mahisliva is 
described as horn of a Vaisya woman by a Kshattriya father. More fre- 
quently. however, ambitious castes, strive to attain greater respectability not 
by adopting a new name but by calling themselves Kshattriyns or Vaisvas (two 
of the old tut mas or “ estates " of Mann’s' days) or their fallen descendants 
(Bratya). The next step is to enter the name in registered deeds and to 
cite that fact as a proof that it is their proper designation. This is an easy 
enough matter. One low caste matt who claimed a magniloquent now title for 
his caste, went so far as to declare • “ In respect of caste we may designate 
ourselves as we like in documents that may be presented for registration.”* 

Recently two new ami ingenious expedients have been adopted by the low 
Bengali castes. The first is to declare that their ancestors were Buddhists 
and were degraded by the victorious Brahmans, or by King Balia] Sen, 
when Brahmanical supremacy was re-established. Tho second is to allego 
that originally they were not Bengalis, but immigrants from up-country, 
whose original status was not recognized in the country or their adoption. 

K2S. Tho following is a list of the names, other than those generally 
w recognized, that were claimed at this census. 

s ” ’ . The list is divided, for facility of reference, into 

castes that wished to have themselves returned as (A) Brahmans. (B) 
Kshattriyns, (Cl) Vaisyas and (P) under other names. 


C««w. 

t.o-VUj. 

Babhnn ... 

... Bihar 

Bel war ... 

... Saran 

Namasudra 

... Bengal 


Name nalraM. 


... Brahman. 

... Brahman. 

... Nnmasudra-Brahmnn. 


Hadi 

Koch 

Kunni 


B. 


Myinensingh 

Myinensingh 

Bihar 


Malo (.7 halo and Malo) Bengal 


Haijay Kshattriya. 

Koch Kshattriya. 

Kunni Kshattriya. 

(1) Brutya Kshattriya. 

(2) .Tlialo Bratya Kshattriya and 

Malo Bratya Kshattriya. 


“Under suction 58 of tho Indian ltcgiHtration Act the signature nod “ addition ” of every person 
admitting execution hos to tie endorsed on n registered document, mid “ addition " includes caste. Tlic 
endorsement is usually made tiy a ruldier stamp i» a presented form. The party admitting execution signs 
his name, but tho blanks on tho form, including the entry of caste, arc filled m by the registering officer, who 
has to ascertain Ids caste from the man himself. The officer is in a difficult position if the man will not 
«tutc his real caate, but gives some new tangled name. f 

min 
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Onto. Locality, N<mc dalmcil, 

(3)Jlmlla Kshattriya. and Malla 
Ksliattriya. 

(1) .Thalo ( Bratya Kshattriya ) 

and Main (Bratya Kshat- 
triya). 

(5) Jlmlla-Barman or Jhalo-Barma 
and Malla Barman or Malo 
Banna. 

Napit ... ... Easi Bengal ... (1) Kshattriya. 

(2) Paramanilc or Sila Das. 

(3) Kayasth or Parashab. 

Pod ... ... Bengal ... (1) Bratya Kshattriya. 

(2) Pamirs Kshattriya. 

Pundari ... ... Bengal . ... Pnndra Kshattriya. 

Eajbansi ... Eastern Bengal ... (1) Kshattriya, 

(2) Eajbansi Kshattriya. 

(3) Kshattriya Eajbansi. 

(J) Bratya Kshattriya. . 

(5) Patit Kshattriya. 

(ti) Blianga Kshattriya. 

Eajbansi ... Cooch-Behar ... (1) Kshattriya Eajbansi. 

(2) Eajbansi Kshattriya. 

Purnea ... Blianga Kshattriya. 


C. 

Barui ... ... Bengal ... Vaisya Barujibi or Bartijibi. • 

Gandhabanilf ... East Bengal ... Vaisya Gandhabanik. 

Gaura ... ... Cuttack ... Vaisya Goj>. 

Goals ... ... Bengal ... . Vaisya Ballabh Gop. 

Haladhar ... Cent nil Bengal ... Vaisya. 

Karmakar ... Bengal ... Kannakar Vaisya or Karmakriti. 

Sadgop ... Bengal ... Vaisya Sadgop. 

East Bengal ... (1) Vaisya Gop. 

(2) Purba Bangia Satgop. 

Shaba ... ... Bengal ' ... (1) Vaisya. 

(2) Vaisya Shaba. 

(3) Sadhubanik or Sahabanik. 

Subarnabanik ... Bengal ... Vaisya. 

Sutradhar ... Bengal ... Vaisya Sntradhar. 

Tambuli ... Howrah ... Tanilmli Vaisya. 

Tili ... ... East Bengal ... Vaisya. 

D. 

Baishnab ... Bengal ... Brahma Baishnab. 

Bhuinmali ... East Bengal ... Bliumi Das. 

Chasadboba ... Bengal ... Satcliasi. 

Doai ... ... Dacca ... Sudra or Patikar. 

Gangai (Ganesli) ... Purnea and North Tantubai. 

Bengal. 

Jogi or Jugi ... Bengal ... Yogi. 

Jolalias ... Bengal ... Sheikh. 

Kalu ... ... Bengal - ... Taili. 

Kunikar (Kumbhakar) Mymensingh ... Eudra Pal. 

Shagirdpesha ... Midnapore ... Madhyasreni Kayasth. 

Sonar ... ... Gaya ... Kanaujia Chhattri. 


829. In Manu’s days Hindu society was divided into four varnas , or classes.. 

or as it might also be translated “ the four estates.” 
The mouern caste and the t ar«a. There is a general desire among the low castes of 

Bengal to merge the modern caste in the ancient class by calling themselves 
Kskattriyas or Vaisyas. two of those varnas. These ambitious castes point 
to present practices as though they are proof of origin, oblivious of the fact 
that argument as to origin cannot be drawn from present modern usage and 
that practices change from day to day. They imagine that by using the old 
name, thej will have the respectability attaching to it, though the Hindu • 
community is very conservative and does not overlook centuries of tradition 
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-and practice. The castes that aspire to bo recognized as Kshattriyas or 
Vaisyas obtain however a certain amount of support, from Pandits. Instead 
of recognizing that a caste which used to be of poor repute lias risen in tho 
social scale, the Pandits overcome tho dilliculty by the, pleasing tiction that 
they never were that, humble caste. They overlook questions of origin and 
descent, as well as the views of their predecessors and of tho main body of 
Hindus, and consider avocation only. They compare, forinstanco, tho present 
occupation of the caste and that of the old varan, and if it, is tho same, 
identify the caste with the varan. Thus, according to Mann, the Ohandals 
were a degraded race, whose principal occupation was that of burning the 
•dead and hanging criminals ; they were vagrants who kept dogs and assos, 
and were clothed in rags stripped from the dead. No Namastidra (a now 
name for the Chandal) at the present day does any of these things, and 
therefore, some Pandits rule that they. are not Ohandals. Other castes, who 
have given up their traditional occupations and are engaged in trade, claim 
to be Vaisyas. The Pandit’s argument in such cases is briefly. — “ Those mon 
are traders. The Vaisyas were traders. Therefore, these men are Vaisyas.” 
The following extract from a resolution passed in dune 15)12 by the Executive 
•Committee of the Vanga Pharma Mandal (the Bengal branch of the, Bharat 
Dhnrma Mahamnndal) illustrates the standpoint adopted : — “ In view or the 
opinions expressed l»y Pandits and leading members of the Bengali Hindu 
Society, and hv the special officer deputed by the Vanga Dliarma Vandal in 
this behalf to make local enquiries, the Vanga Pharma Vandal is of opinion 
that the Uarhi and Varondrn Saints of Eastern Bengal, as represented by 
the Eastern Bengal and Sylhet Vaisyn Samity. whose manners and customs 


substantially resemble those of tho upper classes of Hindu society, ami whose 
callings and professions do not differ from those of the* Vaisyas, are a distinct 
•caste from the Sunn Sahas, and that their claim to be classed as Vaisyas 
may be conceded as being not inconsistent with the principles and practices 
•enjoined by the Snstras.” 

830. To the claims of those that desired to he returned as Kshattriyas 

or Vaisyas, tho answer had to be that the census 
Qrwiiv.-'. or j. ("".•:<•!. mT.i.. j H to obtain a record of castes, at present 

existing, under the names by which they were generally known and not of 
the vara as that existed centuries ago.* The census record has nothing to do 
with their origin, and it does not matter whether they are descendants or 
modern representatives or the ancient Vaisyas. Kshattriyas. etc., or not. If 
.their claims were entertained, we should revolt to prehistoric times, in which 


Hindu society was divided between four estates. There would ho no record 
of their numbers, no clue to thoir progress or decay, no statistics throwing 
light on their occupations, social practices, etc. Such claims, moreover, are 
sometimes made only by a handful of educated or half-educated men. who put 
themselves forward as spokesmen for the whole caste. The main body may 
be ignorant of their representation, or careless of the result, while their 
pretensions may lie scouted by the general Hindu community. It is signi- 
•ficant also that, in some cases, the casto itself is divided in opinion, one 
section claiming that it is Vaisya and another that it is Kshattriya. The 
most interesting feature of the agitation is porhaps that, the low castes still 
apparently look to the Census Superintendent as having tho power of the old 
Hindu Kings to raise and lower castes — forgetful that the admission of their 
•claims might result in a state of affairs resembling that called varnasanlcara, 
•or confusion of classes, which was so sternly denounced by the early Hindu 


■sages. 

831. The case of those cantos who discard tho name borne by thoir ances- 
tors and arrogate a new designation is diLoront. Tn thoir case the new name 
is recognized by the census authorities, if it generally applied to them by the 


° The Indian Association submitted n memorial on this subject leprcscntiug tlmt Government should 
• u allow individiiiihi n»d conummitieK to return thcinselvca ns they desire to lie Unown nnd culled ”, The 
Government of Hcngal replied, viz., that their request npponred “ to violate the principal object for which 
the cenBiia is conducted, to obtain a record of existing fnctH, nnd inter alia to obtain statistics of the 
nmnbcra of peraona belonging to the different cnafea now recognized. This object would have been defeated 
if the members of 'the various castes had been permitted to adopt new caste designations at their own dis- 
cretion nnd to have anch designations returned in the schedules. The only possible principle to adopt is 
that castes aliould he entered by the names by which they arc generally known ; to admit other names 
would cause endless confusion nnd would, in many cases, lend to friction between rival communities belong- 
ing to the same caste ". 
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837. The ambition of numerous functional Musalman groups is to be 
„ „ known as Sheikhs. Practically all those of low 

degree, such as Nikans or fishermen, Jolahas or 
weavers, Kulus or oil-pressers, Napits or barbers, etc., have this aspiration, 
though the better class Musalmans would not recognize them, nor would they 
recognize each other, as such. The Jolahas were insistent that the}? should 
not be returned by that name owing to its unfortunate connotation : the 
name is of Persian origin and means a weaver, but has come to be used 
proverbially for a fool. In view of their strong feeling on the subject it 
was laid down that they might return themselves as Momin or Nurbaf, two 
common synonyms, or as Sheikh Momin. They were not, however, content 
with this, but begged to be returned as Sheikhs. This was not allowed 
except in Eastern Bengal where the late Government gave even more that 
was asked for and issued orders that “ in the case of Jolahas, Kulus, etc., 
if a person returns himself as such, the name of the caste should be entered. 
If, however, he does not so return himself, even though the enumerator 
considers him to be Jolab, Kulu, etc., the entry should be Sheikh, Pathan, 
etc., as in the case of other Muhammadans.” Elsewhere in Bengal. Bihar and 
Orissa only those persons who are recognized as Sheikhs or Pathans were 
returned under those designations. The Jolahas of Eastern Bengal took full 
advantage of the boon granted by the local Government, the result being 
that til© census returns show a decrease in their number from 310,000 to 
110,000 in the districts under its administration. It is thus impossible to 
ascertain the growth of this well recognized community or to see how far its 
members are deserting the traditional occupation of weaving. The Nasyas 
■of North Bengal also took the opportunity to call themselves Sheikh, their 
number falling from 199,727 to 1,816. In Jalpaiguri there were 63,884 
Nasyas in 1901, but now there are only 36, while in Pabna the figure is 
reduced from 93,155 to 231. 


INITIATION INTO CASTE. 

838. There are, writes Mr. W. Crooke in Northern India , two special 

rites to be performed after the birth of a child — 
Hi: ' DUS ' “ one to provide the baby with a name, the second 

to introduce it formally into the circle of its caste. . . When the name has 

been bestowed, the next rite is a species of initiation, by which the baby 
becomes duly introduced into the caste circle of its parents. Up to this time 
the child is hardly regarded as possessing a sentient soul, and he is subject to 
no restrictions in regard to food or drink. When he is once initiated, his real 
life as a Hindu begins. This rite assumes various forms. It is sometimes 
rcpesented by the solemn feeding of the child on sacred. rice and other 
substances, eacli of which is supposed to impart some special quality. This 
is usually combined with a general feast to the members of the commensal 
circle, from which important results are believed to follow. The boy being 
now free to eat and drink within his group, and strictly forbidden to share in 
the food of those who are strangers to it, becomes united to his clansmen by 
an indissoluble bond. In popular opinion taboo, or impurity from outside, is 
usually communicated through food, and no one eating with his clansmen is 
likely to practise magical arts to their detriment by means of the common 
meal. . . This rite of initiation is performed for boys alone. A girl, in 

the Hindu view, needs 'no initiation in childhood. This is deferred until by 
virtue of the marriage rite she is severed from her own relations and is 
formally introduced into a new cii'de of kindred, that of her husband*.” in 
another work, Mr. Crooke says — '* When a child is dressed in a more or less 
imperfect way, tho inference is that he or she has been initiated into caste, 
up to which time a Hindu thinks that children have no souls, and that it does 


X or them India (London, 11*07), p.ipj L>00. 
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not. mat tor what they oat. or whot.hor they do or do not ohsorvo tho rules oC 
ooromonial purity.*" ' 

S.'U). Those ideas are not held by tho Hindus or Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa. Children have souls both before and after birth. Birth and death 
are hut changes of its garment. The soul enters the fmtus in tho fifth 
month of pregnancy, and the cry of tho new born infant is tho wail of the 
soul on finding itself caught in the meshes of Maya or illusion. So far from 
having no soul, a young child has more of the divine nature than an adult. 
The idea is strikingly like that expressed by Wordsworth in Intimations oj 
Immortality — 

“ Not in entire forgetfulness 

And not in utter nakedness. 

But trailing clouds of glory, do wo come. 

From Ood who is our home : 

Heaven lies about us in our infancy". 


The same spirit permeates popular sayings, such as “Tho Deity is tho 
infants’ play-fellow," “ Touch not an infant with your foot, for it is the Deity," 
etc. " The higher spiritual views among Hindus." writes a Hindu corres- 
pondent. “is that little children possess more of the Divinity in their consti- 
tution than adults, and that, consequently, they are above those artificial 
restrictions which govern men as members of society." Tho belief that an 
infant can commit no sin is partly due to this idea, and partly also to the 
common-sense principle that there can bo no sin without, knowledge of good 
and evil. or. at least, a consciousness of the categorical imperative. In 
practice, it finds expression in the fact that, while a child is of tender years, 
it is free from caste restrictions. Sanction for this is found in a saying 
attributed to the sage Angira, viz,, “A child under live years of ago can 
commit no fault and is liable to no vray it solatia. A child ahovo live and 
below eleven years of age can have pray a solatia performed by a Guru or a 
friend.” This idea is carried so far that young children are allowed to mix 
and even eat with children of other castes, but, care is t niton that they do 
not eat. with children of low castos from whom water cannot he taken, and 
in no case arc t hey allowed to eat forbidden food such ns beef and pork. 

8 HI. Among Brahmans and other twice-born castos, such as Rajputs 

and Baldwins, the initiation of hoys into caste is 
ll "' marked by Upanavan, i.c.. the coromony of investi- 

ture with the sacred thread, which should be performed at the eighth year 
of his age for a Brahman and tho eleventh for a Kshnttriya. This is. in fact, 
his second birth. According to one of the sacred texts, until it takes place, 
a child horn of Brahman parents is no bettor than a Sudra, i.c., ho is not 
hound by tho restrictions placed on Brahmans. Investiture with the sacred 
thread confers on him tho full rights and privileges of his casto. He can 
repeat tho sacred gnyatri or Vodic prayer to the Sun-god, study tho Vedas, 
participate in worship and ho married. Tho ceremony of tonsuro (Chuva* 
karau) and ear boring (Karuaveda) arc now generally performed on the same 
day as Upanayan and form an integral part, of it. According to Mr. Croolce, 
“ Ceremonial tonsuro finally rids him of any of tho pollution acquired at 
birth which may still cling to him. His oars arc thon bored to receive tho 
rings, which through life will guard him against tho ofTects of taboo imper- 
sonated in tho demons and ovil spirits which over besot his path. These 
preliminary rites of purification, directed against spiritual rather than physical 
pollution, prepare him for tho final coromony of initiation. This consists in 
tho girding of tho boy with sacred cord, which marks his status as one of 
the twice-born castos. This constitutes, as it wore, a sacred circle which 
envelops Iub body, and within which no ovil influence from abroad can pene- 
trate. The thread itself 1 r valueless as a protective until it has been sanc- 
tified by the blessing of Brahmans and the recital of texts from tho sacred 
hooks. From this time the boy’s spiritual life begins. t 


° Thing * Indian, page 08. It must not be imagined tlmt Mr. Crookc means to imply tiiat clothing 
has anything to do with initiation. When a boy is old enough to bo bound by caste rules, be will 
naturally be clothed in the interests of decency. I venture to proffer theso remarks, as Mr. Crooke's words, 
are generally taken by Bengali Hindus ns moaning that initiation depends on cl oil, in g . 
t Norlhrrn India, p. 201. 
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S.||. IJpanay.'in in appropriah'ly called Bratbandhau, tl ie ceremony 
which lands a child hy caste restrictions. Some Brahmans in Tirhiit. the old 
conservative and orthodox country of Mithila, are so strict, that they will not. 
eat boiled rice touched by a boy before l : panayan or by a girl before her 
marriage. The children are. they say. still Stidras. The same belief appears 
to be responsible fora curious practice among the Maitbil Brahmans. viz., 
that on tin' eve of rpannyan, the child tabes rice cooked by servants of, 
(!.</., the Dhanid; or Kaliar caste. This signifies that, before his "second birth, 
a Brahman can take food touched by the lower castes and is apparent I v meant 
to mark the fact that he does so for the last time. Females, however, do not 
attain their fidl rights and privileges till they are njo. »>., married, and 
retain them only while they remain in the married state.' A widow bus nut 
tin' right to oiler cooked food to the gods. or assist in other social and religious 
ceremonies, which are confined to married women. 

• V 'I2. There is considerable dillerettee of opinion regarding the ceremony 

which marks t lie admission of low caste children to 
' '“ u L ' the caste circle with all its rights and liabilities. 

A few hold with Mr. ( 'rooke t hat it is symbolized by t he Annaprasan ceremony, 
at which a child is given a little sanctified rice. This rite, which is common 
but h to high and low castes, is accompanied by a common meal among the 
caste members present ; but the view that it marks the child’s right to eat 
and drink with bis caste fellows appears fantastic, for the ceremony is 
performed between the fifth and eighth month, when a baby cannot eat with 
others hut is dependent on its mother or wet-nurse. Even among Brahmans, 
motherless children continue to be suckled by wet-nurses of other castes 
after Annaprasan. The great majority are of opinion that Annaprasan has 
no such special meaning, and that the real rite of initiation takes place when 
a child has sufficient intelligence to understand what it may or may not do. 
Some consider that this essential ceremony is Karnaveda or car boring, others 
that it is Ohtirnknrnn or tonsure, and others again that it is marriage. 

S48. Marriage, it is said, is the Sudrn’s only tnntJcura. Among the low 

castes marriage seems to be regarded as making 
a distinct advance in social life. After it. water 
can be taken from the hands of those who are j.iluchnranya : and it is 
generally recognized that once a boy is married lie is no longer free to do 
what lie likes. As marriages take place among them at an early age — usually 
at about the age of five — that year may be taken as the period when caste 
rest fictions begin to lie enforced. Few people now have an idea of what 
the veal meaning of the Karnaveda ceremony is, but there seems to be a 
belief in some parts that boring or the ears is a protection against the 
influence of evil spirits. It should be performed when a child is under 5 or 
0 years of nge. for tho sensible reason that the lobe of the ear is then soft 
enough to be pierced without much pain. The ceremony is. to some extent, 
falling into disuso in Bengal, where some castes, such ns tho Kavasths and 
Saclgops. are beginning to have tho ears merely 'touched with some sharp 
instrument at the time of marriage. Karnaveda is. in fact, coming to be 
regarded merely as a preliminary to marriage, so much so that some hold that 
a boy cannot be married till it has been performed. As regards the Oriyn 
castes one correspondent (Balm Durga Prasad Misra, Deputy Magistrate, 
Sambalpur) writes : “ Among the low classes and other non-Bralnnans it is 

not certain whether Karnaveda or marriage gives a boy or girl his or her caste 
rights. In many cases a marraige does so, and in many others Karnaveda. 
After Karnaveda non-Bralnnans are entitled to cremation ; but water from 
them is not acceptable for the worship of tho Pitris though it is available for 
the worship of the gods. For instance, a Thanapati hy caste performs pu<as 
in a temple before his marriage, but cannot perform sraddha until married. 
So it may bo said that a non-Brahman is half initiated into the caste by the 
Karnaveda and completely initiated by marriage.” 

844. There is no such doubt about the meaning of Churakaran, the 

ceremony at which the head is shaved clean 
OmiRAKAiivN-. except for one tuft of hair. “ The only general 

test of caste initiation amongst the majority of the Hindus.” writes 
the District Census Officer of the 24-Parganas (Babu Sukumav Haidar). 

“ is the ceremony of Churakaran. It is this ceremony that makes a boy 
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yasis igoiigiotis devotees;, wno aro regarded an bom g on tunic I, bo pa)o 
A'ic society. A man who abandons tiio world, and booomoii a, Hnnny/uii, 
dally dead, and In’s relatives take possession of bis oarfbly goods, Do 
3 longer Bubject to any caste restrictions. Tbo higher Hindu Ibongbl 


a full-fledgod Hindu. Tt has some rosombianoo to tbo (Jbrisfian ooroniony 
of confirmation or admission to full conmmnion. Tim nholi, cJntrti, rjmflnh, 
siJcka or tile, hi (queue) is regarded all over India as tbo distiuefivo mark 
of the Hindu. It has boon generally discarded by educated JJnng/iJin, but 
the only Hindus who aro entitled to shave their beads completely aro tbo 
Sannyasis (religious devotees), who are regarded as being outside tbo pale 
of civic society 1 ' 

is socially 
is no 

regards casto restrictions as merely mundane, and treats tbo Hanuyasi as 
more akin to God than the mere member ol society/’ Tbo sa/nc idea is 
prevalent in IJiliar where the ceremony is commonly known as Mundau, The 
inner meaning of the rite is, however, often lost sight of. Homo even think 
that it simply is a hygienic practice or that its object is to keep the Imad cool, 
845. The great majority of Hindus have no conception of the reason lor 
these or other ceremonies. They are gone through as a matter of coarse, 
and not with the idea that limy mark the introduction of a boy into the 
caste circle. They merely ooT>'-id"r that v.'ben a boy Isold enough to under- 
stand his duties and obligations, h" H bound by them. The ceremonies ba’/e 
no special meaning to them, but are merely matter ol immemorial custom. 
It must further he added that it i- difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish 
between the initiation of a Hindu into cast" ;n- a social system and bis 
initiation into spiritual life, Churakarnn. m particular, is a puDjymg 
ceremony. Hails are cut and ti." hair regularly shaved at the end ol ov'/v/ik 
(a period of impurity,, ar.d al-o *• 
sacrifice ! vaina,. r lh‘- bdu-f ‘tin 
potentialities. Hbcnhi a mot;.'-- he 
proper ceremony, it i- care folly pre- 
may befall him. 

Among the ah rigir.al nac- 
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place in the presence of the assembled villagers, and its main features are as 
follows. The Xaeke or village priest, who performs the public sacrifices to 
the Santal gods, the Manjlii or village headman, and other village officials, their 
wives, and every other woman present are anointed. Liquor (hcnidi) is served 
to all present, each receiving four leaf cups for each of the children to be 
introduced into their society. A Guru. fie., an old Santal versed in the tribal 
folk-lore and legends, starts the Mnti. fie., a recitation, which begins with the 
creation of the earth and relates the history of the Santals and their 
wanderings. This ended, the Guru asks the assembled people to admit the 
boy to brotherhood saying — “ We implore you to let us stay with you. to brew 
and drink beer, to fetch water, to pin leaves together on the day of marriage, 
the day of Chhatiar. the day of cremation.” The ceremony is concluded by 
further drinking and singing of songs. The people are thus asked to 
recognize the boy a" having a right to participate at the three great social 
functions of the Santals. and they acknowledge his rights by drinking 
h'indi. the Santal mode of ratification. 


CASTE RESTRICTIONS. 

S4S. In the days of Manu the restrictions with regard to occupations 
were very rigid and the penalties for transgressions severe. Manu declares 
(Chapter X. Verses 92. 96 & 97) — "A Brahman falls at once through selling 
meat, lac and salt ; he becomes a Sudra in the course of three days through 
selling milk... If a low-born man should, through greed, live by the occupa- 
tions of the exalted, the king should banish him at once, after depriving him 
of his property.... Better one’s own duties incomplete- than those of another 
well performed ; for he w ho lives by the duties of another falls from caste at 
once.” In other words, banishment, accompanied by confiscation of property, 
was the punishment for encroachment by a man of low caste upon the mono- 
poly of one of higher caste. Again. Manu lays down (Chapter X, verse 41S) 
that the king should compel the Vaisya and the Sudra to follow each his own 
occupation, for “ by departing from their own occupations, these two would 
cause the universe to shake.” The rules regarding eating with persons 
of other castes were not nearly so strict. A learned twice-born man was not 
to eat the cooked food of Sudras who did not perform sraddhas. but if he was 
without means of subsistence, he might take raw food in quantity sufficient 
to last him for one night. The punishments were also light, e. g., a fast for 
three days if the offence was unintentional, and a simple penance if it was 
intentional. ‘‘For devouring the food of those whose food one ought not to 
eat. and food left by a woman or Sudra. and such flesh as ought not to be 
eaten, one should drink water and barley for seven nights.” The marriage 
restrictions were equally lax. for a twice-born man could, with impunity, 
marry into a lower caste. 

S49. In modern times the restrictions regarding occupations have been 
considerably relaxed, for no caste punishes a man who trespasses upon the 
preserves of the higher castes. A man can also adopt the occupations of 
lower castes, unless they are regarded as degraded or revolting, such as selling 
cowhides. In Bengal, some Brahmans have become physicians, shopkeepers 
and even liquor vendors. Brahmans. Baidyas and Kayasthas have joined 
and stalled boot and leather manufacturing concerns without any notice of 
their conduct being taken by the Hindu community. A striking proof of the 
extent to which conditions have changed nfiorded by the remarks of a speaker 
at the Samaj Raksha Sabha of Benares, of which the following report recently 
appeared in one of the newspapers.* “In the present condition of their 
society, when they saw the names of Brahmans and even Pandits in the list 
of shareholders of the Great Eastern Hotel Company, when they remembered 
that even well-known Brahmans took active part in tanneries, wine shop-., and 
other business, and the speaker himself was director of a company of publi- 
shers of Sanskrit books (each of which was sinful according to strict Hindus), 
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the Raja said they bad no right to bate Shnlms Tor keeping wine shops. 
Whim they, Brahmans, intruded on the trades and the occupations of the 
people of lower caste, they had no moral right lo protest against their 
coming up to them and shaking hands with them.” 

With these remarks may be compared those of a Hindu correspondent 
describing the changes he had witnessed in his own lifetime: “ Thirty years 
ago, one rarely heard of a Vaidic Brahman being engaged otherwise than in 
acting as Guru to his disciples or as a teacher in Sanskrit, tols : at the 
present day. there are vakils, pleaders and clerks galore among them. One 
could hardly point out a Grnhaeharjyn that had any other occupation than the 
preparation of the Hindu almanac or casting horoscopes: many Government 
servants in high appointments are now found in their ranks. Similarly there 
an' scores of Jlhat and Agradani Brahmans who disdain to attend sraddhas 
and similar ceremonies for the sake of gifts, but find employment in trade or 
in public and private offices. Numbers of llarna Bipras are influential traders 
and public servants*, hundreds of Uarhi and Barendra Brahmans are employed 
by trading ami other firms. But though modern education has loosened, it 
has failed to break down altogether the strong barrier that centuries of 
orthodoxy built up. The wealth of the Bralnnan or Kayastb trader or 
merchant is still a matter for scorn in centres of rural orthodoxy : and it is 
doubtful if this feeling does not. even to this day. retard the flow of capital 
into industrial and commercial channels." At the other end of the scale we 
find the N:\masudvns. who are by tradition cultivators and boatmen, engaging 
in a number of other occupations. c.(j.. as clerks, traders, shopkeepers, gold- 
smiths. oil-pivssers, braziers, blacksmiths and carpenters : one member of the 
Namasmlva caste even holds the appointment of a Deputy Magistrate. 

85(1. As regards commensnlity. the upper classes in Bengal, whose ideas 
have been liberalized by Western education, ignore all hut extreme cases. 
They rarely punish a member, who takes prohibited food, provided be does 
so privately. Even cases of open violation of traditional rules are treated 
leniently. Gentlemen returning from England are now taken back into 
society after a simple penance and sometimes without it. As regards 
marriage, tin* upper classes were fovmerlv far stricter than the lower classos. 
but now an opposite current lias set in and marriages between endogenous 
sub-castes, widow marriages and adult, marriages are taking placo among the 
higher castes of Bengal in increasing numbers. An account of various other 
restrictions is given in paragraphs 57!) — 581 (pages 367-.‘5G8) of the last 
Bengal Census Report, from which it. will he seen how greatly standards 
differ. Instances of the practical working of different restrictions will also be 
found in the section of this Chapter dealing with caste government. 

851. The Nepalese castes are the least fettered, especially in regard 
to occupations. They are tribal and not functional castes, and a man may 
adopt nearly any occupation. A Bralnnan will work as a syce — 1 have had one 
myself — nr garden eooly, a Chhetri as a khitmatgar. a Jimdar as a cook. etc. 
None of the high castes, however, will work as a blacksmith, tailor or tanner, 
these and a few other occupations being regarded as degrading. They 
have also far greater freedom in eating and drinking together. Respectable 
castes, such as dimdar. Ncwar, Gurung. Mangar and Sunn war. can oat and 
drink together until they are married, and marriage takes placo later than 
among the Hindus of the plains, being deferred till 12, 15, or even 25 years 
of age. Even after marriage they can eat anything together except pulse 
and (lour made of millets. 


CASTE GOVERNMENT. 

852. “ We have, ” observes a recent writer on India and its problems. 

“ destroyed in Indian social life all those courts of arbitration, and all those 
offices, which had, as one of their functions, the settlement of personal 
disputes. We have thus driven the peoplo to the pleader and the barrister 
and the law courts.”* The writer appears to overlook the vitality of caste 

0 3. Rummy Macdonald, The Awakening nf India, London, 1910, p. 115. 
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polity and the important part played by caste tribunals. It is their function 
to adjudicate upon questions affecting the purity and solidarity of the caste ; 
they are the medium through which the unwritten law of the community is 
brought into action. They take cognizance of offences against that law, 
and their jurisdiction has a wide range extending oxer matters domestic,' 
moral, social, and. in some cases also, professional, civil and criminal. 

853. The early records of India show that the authority of the caste to 

Control of caster by Hindu mak e and maintain its own laws was recognized, 
Kings. an d ^bat ^ was the duty of the king with his 

Brahman counsellors to enforce its regulations. 
According to Gautama ( circx 500 B. C.), the laws of castes and families, 
when not opposed to sacred texts, were authoritative. “ The king shall 
protect the castes and orders, in accordance with justice, and those who leave 
the path of duty he shall lead back to it.” Manu again says — “ A king 
shall enforce his own law only after a careful examination of the laws of 
castes and families.” The king was not. however, to act entirely on his own 
responsibility, but in co-operation with, and on the advice of, Brahmans. 
Vasishta affirms that the three lower varnas were to live according to the 
teaching of the Brahman ; the latter had to declare their duties, and the king, 
had to govern them accordingly. The king’s duty was to pay attention to all 
the laws of castes (iaii) and families, to make the four varnas fulfil their 
duties and to punish those who failed to do so. The parts allotted to the 
Brahman and to the king in the enforcement of caste rules are explained by 
Apastamba, who says that, if those who have broken caste rules fail to per- 
form the penance prescribed by their spiritual guide, he shall take them before 
the king. The king shall send them to his domestic priest, who should be 
learned in the law and the science of government. He shall order them to 
perform the proper penances if they are Brahmans, and reduce them to 
reason by forcible means, excepting corporal punishment and servitude. In 
the case of other castes, the king, after having examined their actions, may 
punish them even by death.”* 

^^<854. Ballal Sen, King of Bengal in the 12th century A. D.. seems to have 

gone further, and to have laid down an elaborate 
Bai-lal Sen. code cas j; e ru ] es _ He further fixed the position 

of different castes, elevating some and degrading others. According to the 
Vallala Charila , he made, or at any rate declared, the Kaibarttas a clean 
caste, from whom Brahmans might take water, and he also raised the status 
of the Kansaris and Malis. He is further credited in the same work with 
degrading the Sonar Banias, declaring them to be an unclean caste, whom no 
Brahman could teach, or officiate for, without himself being degraded. _ Ballal 
Sen is. however, chiefly remembered as the father of Kulinism. He laid down 
rules for determining the precedence of the family within the caste, and 
hypergamy was the direct result of Kulinism. From hypergamy again arose 
the practice of polygamy among the Kulin Brahmans of Bengal. While a 
Kulin could marry as many wives as he liked, the Bangsaj or the Srotriya had 
often the greatest difficulty in securing oven one. 

855. I have been unable to find any record of the Mughal Government 

exercising active control over caste matters, but 
The Mughal Government and f rom (,[ 10 following extract from the proceedings 

of the President and Council, dated the 16th 
August 1670, it appears that it reserved to itself the right to sanction restora- 
tion to caste : — “ The peculiar punishment of forfeiting caste, to which the 
Hindus are liable, is often inflicted from private pique and personal resent- 
ment amongst themselves, and requires to bo restrained to those occasions only 7 
where there may be a regular process and clear proofs of the offence before 
the Brahmans, who are their natural judges. But. when any man has 
naturally forefeited his caste, you are to obsorve that he cannot be restored to 
it without the $ motion o' Government, ichich to is a vohlical su renin cn reserved 
to themselves by the Muhammadans f and which as it publicly asserts the 
subordination of Hindus, who are so considerable a majority of subjects, ought 


° A. M. T. Jackson, Xnte on (he IIhtor§/ th * Hindu Ciute Syilem, July 1907. 

f The italic* nre niiti*« 
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not. to bo laid down, though ovory indulgence and privilege of caste should 
otherwise ho allowed them.” 

Under Muhammadan rule, apparently, jurisdiction in casto matters was 
largely exercised by local chiefs and zamindars. In Nadia, for instance. 
Maharaja Krishna Chandra Uni was an acknowledged arbiter in questions of 
caste during the first half of the 18th century, and had the power of restoring 
people to caste, imposing on them a heavy fine in addition to the expenses of 
jprar/<t solatia. An appeal, however, lay to the Nawab, ns is apparent from the 
following instance. A brahman of Santipur having had a criminal intrigue 
with the daughter of a shoe-maker, the Raja forbade the barbers of the village 
to shave the family, and the washermen to wash their clothes. They appealed 
to the Raja, and afterwards to the Nawab, for restoration to caste, but in 
vain. The fact that they appealed to the Nawab, be it noted, confirms what 
has been said in the preceding paragraph. ** After having been despoiled of 
their resources by the false promises of pretended friends, tho Raja relented 
and removed the ban, but the family have, not obtained to this day their 
pristine position.”* 

SM). Under the East India Company there was a regular court, called tho 

_ „ Caste Cutcherrv (Jatimahi Kachahrt), for hearing 

hl en. iniinmo. and deciding cases relating to caste matters, tho 
President of which was appointed by the English Governor. The functions 
of this court are described as follows by Verelst, Governor of Bengal from 
1767 to 17011 : — “ All nations have their courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
distinct from the administration of civil justice, in some with a more limited, 
in others with a more extensive authority. Tho followers of Brama in Bengal 
have their caste cutcherries, or courts to take cognisanco of all matters 
relative to the several castes or tribes of the Hindu religion. Their religious 
purity depends on the constant observance of such numberless precepts, that 
the authority of these courts enters into the concerns of common life, and is, 
consequently, very extensive. A degradation from the caste by their sentence 
is a species of excommunication attended with the most dreadful effects, 
rendering the offender an out caste from society. But as the weight of tho 
punishment depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unnecessary 
to say that it cannot bo inflicted by the English Governor (as Mr. Bolts 
asserts), unless the mandate of a Governor could instantly change tho 
religious sentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once degraded bo 
restored, but by tho general suffrage of his own tribe, tho sanction of the 
Brahmans (who are the head tribe) and the superaddod concurronco of tho 
Supremo Civil power.”! 

857. Maharaja Naha Kishen, tho Ivayasth Diwan of Clive, hold charge 
of this tribunal under the Governorship of Verelst,! while Warren Hastings 
appointed his Banians. Krishto Kanto lias (“ Can too Babu ”). a Toli by casto, 
and Ganga Govinda Singh. Against thoso two Burke fulminated in his 
Impeachment of Warren Hastings. “ Ho has put his own menial domestic 
servant — ho has enthroned him, I say, on tho first seat of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, which was to decide upon tho castes of all thoso people, includ- 
ing thoir rank, their family, thoir honour, and thoir happiness here, .and, in 
their judgment, thoir salvation horeaftor. Under tho awe of this power, no 
man dared to breatho a murmur against his tyranny. Fortified in this 
security, ho says — "Who complains of mo? No. none of us dare complain 
of you, says tho trembling Gcntoo. No; your menial sorvant has my 
caste in his power. I shall not trouble your lordships with mentioning 
others ; it wps enough that Canto Balm and Gunga Gobind Singh, names 
to which your lordships are to bo familiarizod hereafter, it is enough 
that thoso porsons had the casto and character of all tho people of Bengal in 
thoir hands.” 

858. Further light is thrown upon tho Caste Cutclierry by the Select 
Secret Proceedings of 1775, in which year it was presided over by Krishto 
Kanta Das. Tn March Warren Hastings, protesting against a proposal made 
by Clavering to put “ Cantoo Babu ” in tho stocks, complained of a previous 


° S. 0. Ho-jo, Thf. Hindus as they are , Calcutta, 1883, p. 1G7. 

f If. Verelflt, A View tj the Jiise. Progress and Present State in the English Government of Bengal, 
London, 1772, pp. 27, 28. 

% N. N. Glioac, ilemoire of Maharaja Nala Kithcn Bahadur , Calcutta, 1901, pp. 53, 57. 
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attack “on the subject of the Jautmalla Cutcherry, which was represented as 
arbitrary and oppressive, although this has existed from the first establish- 
ment of the Company.”* In May the subject of the Caste Cutcherry again 
came up in connection with the question of the food to be given toHundcomar 
while he was in jail. Clavering, supported by Francis, proposed that Cantoo 
Babu should bo called and examined, on the ground that being President of 
this tribunal he passed judgements on all points relative to loss of caste. 
Warren Hastings at once replied : — “ I understand the Cutcherry, over 
which Cantoo Balm, my servant, presides, has cognisance only of disputes 
among the lower kinds of the people, and that he presides in his Court, in 
virtue of the immemorial usage of the settlement, in the same manner that 
every other Chief Mutseedy or Banyan of the Governors of Calcutta have 
formerly done. I know not that he is qualified to judge of the question 
proposed. At all events, his opinion can be no authority, as he is neither 
versed in the laws of his religion nor of that sect which could entitle him 
to give a judicial opinion on any point respecting it. I myself am President 
of that Court, but I conceive myself merely a name to authenticate the acts 
of others, and I very frankly acknowledge my own incompetency to judge 
of points relating to the Gentoo religion. f” Here Warren Hastings clearly 
states that he is the roal President of the Caste Cutcherry (in virtue appa- 
rently of his appointment as Governor) and has delegated his authority, 
except in confirming sentences, to his Deputy. It will further be noticed 
that lie says his Deputy has little knowledge, and we cannot wonder at 
Colonel Monson’s retort — “It might have been expected that the person 
lie appointed to preside under him at the Caste Cutcherry should have been a 
sufficient judge of the rights (sic) of his religion.” We may also perhaps 
wonder at the choice of a Teli to preside over a court of this character, even 
though Warren Hastings pleaded that his character was irreproachable, and 
that, “ as the servant of the Governor, ho was considered universally as the 
first native inhabitant of Calcutta. ”f 

859. The Caste Cutcherry lias long since been abolished, and the British 

„ Government leaves caste questions entirely to 

rimfoF nm« Tllli Fkudatorv the adjudication of the Caste Councils. In the 

Orissa' States, however, the Feudatory Chiefs 
still retain the authority of the old Hindu kings. All affairs relating 
to the castes are dealt with by Caste Councils, over whom there is a 
recognized President, often called a Behara. He is appointed in almost all 
States by the Chief on his own authority and motion ; in a few cases the 
views and wishes of the principal caste members are ascertained before 
making the appointment, and in a few other instances the castes are allowed 
to make their own selection. The Caste Council with the President decides 
all caste matters ; if disputes arise and the Caste Council is unable to decide 
the matter at issue, it is laid before the Chief, whose decision is final. There 
is also a recognized right of appeal from the finding of a Caste Council to the 
Chief, whose decision on appeal is binding. In dealing with these references 
on appeal, the Chiefs either decide the matter on their own authority or 
refer it to selected Brahmans and other respectable persons, who usually hold 
their deliberations in the principal temple at the headquarters of the State. 
The opinion given by these bodies of arbitrators is laid before the Chief, who 
accepts, modifies, or alters it, as he thinks fit. The penalty for disobedience 
to the finding of the Chief on a caste matter is excommunication. 

860. In one State there is a powerful and highly organized caste, 
which not very long ago was seriously exercised by a charge that a 
certain young man of the caste had been cohabiting with a woman of 
very low caste. The charge attracted very considerable interest, and 
the caste was greatly perturbed and unsettled. A criminal prosecution 
for defamation failed, and the _ matter was finally brought to the stage 
of a Caste Council. Powerful influences were at work within the caste, 
which is an extremely wealthy one. and the Caste Councillors split 
into two factions supported by various members of the caste : the one 
faction were of opinion that the charge was true and that the offender should 

- ° G. W. Forrest, Selections from Stale Papers (1772-1785), Vol. II, p. 325. 

j* Ditto ditto, Vol. II, pp. 320, 367. 
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lio excommunicated. The case was then laid before the Chief for his deci- 
sion. A mass mooting was convened, and tlm ease was hoard in the prin- 
cipal tomplo of (.ho State : (ho finding of tho mooting was that tho charge 
was not proved and tho alleged culprit was declared innocent. This find- 
ing tho Chief confirmed. The case, however, did not end hero. Tho caste 
had split into two hostile camps over the case. Tho party who wore for 
condemning the culprit were composed of somewhat the more influential 
members; they decided to refuse to accept the decision of tho Chief and 
to treat the culprit as excommunicated. The Chief thereupon excommu- 
nicated i he recalcitrant, section of the caste, with the result that, they wore 
deprived of the services of tho harbors, washermen and priosts. So effectual 
and binding was this order, that not only did the harbors, washermen and 
priests of the State, who had hitherto served them, refuse to work for them, 
luit. the services could not he obtained oven or barbers, washermen and 
priests residing outside the State.. This order was strictly enforced for some 
time. The men of this caste are clean shaven and very well groomed and 
dressed, hut when the dispute was eventually sottied, the persons affected 
by the order had long dirt-matted hoards, the hair of their heads was in long 
strands and filthy in the extreme, and their clothes were beyond description 
for uncleanliness. 

SGI. In another State, the Chief appointed a lira liman as Brahma, or head 
of the Brahmans of t lit* State. This Bralnna presides at ceremonies, such 
as marriages, deaths, sacred thread ceremonies, etc., amongst tho Brahman 
community. The State is a large one, and the one Brahma cannot attend to 
all the duties of his office, lie is accordingly allowed to appoint agents, one 
for each local area. The present Brahma was apparently inclined to levy 
too heavy a bonus from his agents, with the result that one or them resigned. 
The head Brahma wished to appoint another agent, hut the local Brahmans 
objected ; a deadlock ensued, with the result that, the Brahmans laid tho 
matter before tho Durbar, and it was hold that the Brahma must accept 
reduced fees from this agent, which he did. If he had refused, another 
Brahma would have been appointed, '(’his decision was fully accepted by tho 
Brahman community. 

Sli2. The Chief of a State has the power to place oven a Brahman out of 
caste ; and it is credibly stated that the late Chief of one State delegated this 
power to an ICurnpoan Police Officer. In the States under direct manage- 
ment. the Brahman community distinctly recognize tho officer in charge as 
representing the Chief, and acknowledge his right, as such, to bo an arbiter 
on caste questions. The Political Chief is accordingly received, on arrival 
in such a State, by a deputation of Brahmans, who offer him the regular 
benediction, put tho tihi mark of powdered sandal-wood and water on his 
forehead, place tho cocoanut on his head, and offor him the thread. Jn no 
caste is any adoption valid, even if it. he in accordance with caste custom, 
unless it has received t ho sanction of tho Chief, or of the Political Agent 
when tho State is under direct administration. The sanction of the Chief 
can. moreover, regularize an irregular adoption, t'.e., one not in accordance 
with law and custom. It is hardly necessary to state, in view of what has 
already been written, that adjudication on the caste disputes of less important 
castes would ho absolutely accepted.* 

8GH. One typical instance of the organization of a caste under the 
regime of tho Feudatory Chiefs may he quoted. Tho caste in question is a 
weaving caste called Blnilia, and the account of it is derived from a note 
kindly contributed by the Maharaja and Feudatory Chief of Sonpur. The 
Chief is regarded as having paramount authority, as being the real “ head of 
the caste,” hut he delegates his authority to a headman called Panua. The 
Panua presents a nazar to the Chief and receives a sanad . Tho post is in no 
way hereditary. Tf a Panua abuses his power, lie is dismissed by the Chief, 
and another man appointed in his place. The Panua appoints subordinate 
officials called Jati Melier in different parganas or villages : Meher is a 
common synonym of Bhulia, and tho prefix Jati distinguishes this official. 
The Jati Meher is assisted by one or two representatives of the caste called 

° Tlie above account has been contributed by Mr. L. E. Ii. Cobdcn-Ramsay, 1.0 s., Political Agent, 
Orissa Feudatory States. 
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bhadralok :* who are selected by the Bhulias themselves. Complaints are 
lodged with the bhadralok. who inform the Jati Aleher, or are preferred to the 
Jati Meher direct. The latter convokes a Panchayat from among the village 
elders ; he cannot adjudicate without such a Panchayat. In case of differ- 
ences of opinion, the matter may be referred to the Chief. 

864. In Bengal there are only two localities in which traces of the 

ancient system may still be observed, viz., Hill 
engal TATE-. Tippera and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In Hill 

Tippera each caste has its own council of elders that generally decides 
caste disputes. In the event of the council failing to decide any dispute, the 
point at issue is laid before the Raja, whose decision is final. The district 
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts is divided into three circles, each of which is 
under a Chief. Each circle again is divided into a number of villages with a 
headman over each. In the absence of the Chief and the headman, caste 
questions ai*e decided by a meeting of village elders, but usually such 
questions go to the headman, who has the power to enforce his decision by 
means of penalties. In every case the aggrieved party is at liberty to appeal 
to the Chief for a final verdict. 


865. The only other State in this part of India in which the rulers 

„ . exercise jurisdiction in caste matters is Nepal. 

Caste and the State is Xepai.. Here the penal code is founded on the Sastras, 

and the maintenance of the principles of Hindu law is a State institution. 
There is, as Brian Houghton Hodgson pointed out, a great difference betwoen 
its jurisprudence and that of Hindu princes of the plains who have been for 
centuries under Muhammadan or European rule, and have ceased to take 
public judicial cognisance of offences against caste law. “ Neither persuasion, 
nor example, nor coercion, has had room to operate such a change in these 
mountains, the dominant classes of the inhabitants of which, originally 
refugees from Muhammadan bigotry, have in their seclusion nursed their 
hereditary hatred of Islamism. whilst they bade defiance to its power; and they 
have latterly come, very naturally, to regard themselves as the sole remaining 
depositaries' of undefiled, national Hinduism. Hence their enthusiasm, which 
burns all the fiercer for a secret consciousness that their particular and, ns it 
wore, personal pretensions, as Hindus are and must be but lowly rated at 
Benares. It is in Nepal alone, of all Hindu States, that two-thirds of the 
time of the judges is employed in the discussion of cases better fitted for the 
confessional, or the tribunal of public opinion, or some domestic court, such 
as the Panchayat of brethren or fellow-craftsmen, than for a King’s Court of 
Justice.” “ In the plains.” remarked a Judge of the Chief Court of Nopal to 
Hodgson, “ let man and woman commit what sin they will, there is no punish- 
ment provided, no expiatory rite enjoined. Hence Hinduism is destroyed ; the 
customs are Muhammadan ; the distinctions of caste are obliterated. Here, 
on the contrary, all those distinctions are religiously preserved by the public 
courts of justice, which punish according to caste and never destroy the 
life of a Brahman. Below , the Sastras arc things to talk of : here, the ij arc 
acted up to.”* 

v/ S66. Degradation to a low caste is one of the five severe punishments 
that can be inflicted, tho others being confiscation of property, banishment, 
mutilation and death. A century ago. members of the best families wore 
degraded and given as slaves to the Damais, a low tailor caste, by which they 
lost both liberty and caste.f Coming to more recent times, several interesting 
instances of the exercise of the powers of the Maharaja in caste matters are 
given by Dr. Oldfield in his Sketches from Nepal.” A Brahman, being 
immune from capital punishment, cannot be put to death for heinous offences, 
lie has his head shaved, is made to eat pork, consume offal and drink wine, so 
as to make him an out caste, after which he is sent into exile. An influential 
Nepali of high caste “ was subjected, as a punishment, to a disgusting degrada- 
tion from the hands of two drummers of low caste, and in the presence of a 
large assembly of spectators, by which his honour and dignity were outraged 
and his own caste destroyed, lie was confined to his own house for a year, 
but no other punishment was inflicted upon him. At the end of the year, by 


* H. IT. Euav* rt in ]/>fs*ion, 1P C 0. \\>1. II, pp. 237-211, 

■f W. Hamilton, r,J 1820, Veil. II, pp, 072,090. 
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the order of the King' who is supreme in such matters, he was forgiven, his 
caste restored to him, and he was allowed again to appear in public,” * This 
punishment was inflicted because he had spread false rumours against 
Jang^ Bahadur, and, among other things, had declared that Jang Bahadur 
(whom he had accompanied to England) had lost caste by eating and 
■drinking with Europeans. Jang Bahadur, we may well believe, took a 
grim delight in this method of retaliation. Further, while Dr. Oldfield was 
in Nepal, certain wealthy Hindu Newars were allowed to carry the Icalas at 
their weddings, this being a right hitherto enjoyed only by the Gurkhas. “ It 
has been conferred on them by the State as a privilege ; they have in fact, 
on payment of a /ee,f been raised from the rank of Newar to that of 
Parbatia.”J There are other instances of such elevation. The Buddhist 
Sawmis, a caste of traders corresponding to Telis, were rewarded for their 
assistance in the Nepal expedition into Tibet in 1858, by being raised to the 
rank of a clean caste, the Maharaja taking a glass of water from them in 
open Durbar. Another striking exhibition of the power exercised by the 
Maharaja as censor morum was witnessed in 1897. Some young noblemen, 
being accused of frequenting the house of a woman of ill-fame, were 
imprisoned. The father of one of them, a man of high position who went 
with the annual tribute to China, died while they were in prison. The 
Brahmans interceded on his son’s behalf, and he was released in order tlmt 
he might perform his father’s sraddha. 

v/*867. The following account of the principles observed by the State in 
treating caste offences as breaches of the law is furnished by the office of the 
Prime Minister of Nepal§ : — “ All questions involving social degradation or 
excommunication are to be decided by the courts, and in all these the Prime 
Minister is the last court of appeal. A person of a higher class eating, or 
having sexual intercourse, with a member of the depressed classes shall lose 
caste and be incorporated with the lower caste. A woman of higher position 
in the social order having sexual intercourse with a man lower down in the 
list shall be degraded to the caste of the male. But, so long as a man does 
not eat cooked rice or dal , etc., from the hands of any woman from whose 
hands water may be taken with impunity, he does not lose caste, even if he 
has sexual intercourse with her. The caste of the offspring of such inter- 
course is defined by fixed rules and laws. The taking of prohibited food or 
-drink and social offences, the killing of cows and murder, generally involve 
social degradation, in addition to punishment according to law.” 

Briefly, under the system in force in Nepal, each caste is governed by its 
own laws and customs. Neglect or breach of them entails not only com- 
munal punishment, but is also subject to the law courts, which treat such 
offences as offences against the State. 

868. The highest ecclesiastical functionary is the Ra] Guru, a Brahman 
versed in the Sastras, who is appointed by the State. He advises the 
Durbar on social and religious matters, and it is his duty to prescribe the 
‘fitting penance and -purificatory rites for violations of the ceremonial law of 
purity. His order, for instance, is necessary to restore to caste the envoys 
sent with tribute to China, who on their return have to pay him certain 
fees and perform prescribed ceremonies.jl The Raj Guru also presides over 
the ecclesiastical court, known as the Pharma Adhikari, which takes cog- 
nizance of cases relating to caste. He comes to a decision in accordance with, 
the laws laid down in the Sastras, and awards a punishment — either by 
fine, imprisonment, confiscation of property, or death — in proportion to the 
nature and hoinousness of the offence and without reference to the religion of 
the offender. Even the Buddhists are subject to this tribunal, and there is 
a case on record of a Muhammadan native doctor attached to the Residency 
being deported in consequence of an offence against the Nepalese laws of 
caste.* 41 Under the Raj Guru are subordinate officers who exercise jurisdic- 
tion in caste matters over groups of villages, and are authorized to take 

, ° Sketches from xVe/wZ, London. 1880, Yol. I, pp. 399, 400. 

t The italics are mine. It will be observed that even in Nepal money can transform caste status. 

X Sketches from Nepal , London, 1880, Yol. I, p. 411. 

§ I .im indebted to Lieut.-Col. J, Manners-Smith, v.c , c i.L, Resident of Nepal, for this note. 

il Sketches from Nepal, Yol. I, p. 412. 

00 Sketches from Nepal , Yol. I, p. 395, and Yol. II, pp. 150-151. 
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fees from people who aro temporarily outcasted and afterwards restored to 
casto, whethor by tho caste Panchayats or the courts. 

8(59. Tho casto Paneiiayats deal with minor offences, hut the courts with 
graver matters, and their sentences aro heavy. A Rajbansi, for instance, had 
an intriguo with a Toll woman, The Rajbansi Mandal, or lioadman, was bribed 
and suppressed tho fact, but information was given to the civil authorities. 
Tho Mandal and both tho guilty parties were imprisoned for 7 years, at the 
end of which tho Mandal and tho Rajbansi paramour were degraded to the 
Teli caste.* The four of such penalties extends to castes on the llritish 
side of the frontier and has a salutary olfect on them. Among themselves an 
offence may be condoned by a feast, but this would not satisfy the Nepalese. 
They frequently visit their caste follows in Nepal, c.g., at marriage feasts, and 
have a very real fear that their stricter brethren may hand them over to 
the Nepalese authorities if they break casto rules. 

870. Tho polity of some of tho castes of Sainbalpur shows distinct 

Sukvivai-s KWKwni:m:. traces of the powers formerly exercised by the 

Raja. Nor is this to bo wondered at, for the 
district was not brought under direct llritish rule till 1849. when it was 
annexed under Dalhousio’s doctrine of lapse', i.e.. on the death of the last 
Chief without malo issuo. Hero tl)o headmen of different castes used to be 
appointed by tho Raja, and thoy aro still .selected from families containing 
descendants of those on whom ho conferred this, honour. Among the Jharua 
Brahmans the president of the casto committee is 'selected from the Behara 
family : Behara was the designation of the headmen who were appointed by 
the Raja. The Gaura headmen were similarly nominated^ by and received 
charters from the Raja, authorising them to settle caste disputes. In the 
absence of a Raja this power of appointment is now frequently exercised 
by the zamindars, to whom the headman pays -nozarana . There is no one, 
however, to make such appointments in the Khalsa, i.e., the area under direct 
Government management, whore the extinction of the line of Rajas has 
transformed the system. Among the Gandas, for instance, the Porai or 
headman used to bo appointed by the Raja, but the post has now ceased to 
exist and a subordinate official acts as headman. In the zamindari area, 
though the power of appointment is still exercised by zamindars, there is a 
general tendency to decentralization. The Gauras used to have a chief 
Bagarti or headman with absolute authority, but, there being no central 
power over the caste, his influence is waning, and subordinate officers 
arrogate independent powers of control over the villages in their jurisdiction. 

871. There are a few castes or tribes who still recognize the authority 

of the tribal chief or hi s descendants, such as the 
Binjlials and Gonds of Sambalpur, the Kharwars 

of Shahabad and the Nats of Champaran. ' 

The head of the Binjhal caste in Sambalpur is the zamindar of Bora- 
Bi.v rn.-us sainbar, wlio is a descendant of the tribal, chief. 

The right to decide caste disputes rests with 
him, but, in accordance with long established custom, he delegates his authority 
to a member of what is known as the Diwan family, which is at present 
represented by an uncle of the zamindar. M’hen a caste matter has to be 
decided, the latter calls a Panchayat of respectable men of the caste living 
in the neighbourhood. The case is duly heard and tried, the verdict being 
'decided by a majority of votes, and the Diwan passes sentence. In difficult 
cases the matter is referred to the zamindar, whose decision is final. If 
a fine is imposed, it is paid to the Diwan. and half gees towards a feast of 
the Binjhal community. If the man is sentenced to provide a feast in 
addition to a fine, the Diwan allots enough to provide a feast and divides the 
balance with the zamindar. 

872. The authority of the descendants of the old Gond chiefs of Sambal- 

pur has passed to their descendants. Every Gond, 
Gokds whether residing in the Khalsa area (where there 

is no zamindar), or in the zamindari area, acknowledges the supremacy of 
Gond zamindar. If the zamindar of the estate in which they live is 


Powers of tribal chiefs. 


some 


a non-Gond, they are subject to a Gond zamindar elsewhere, so that the Gond 
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ami Muznflarpur, and oven in flw eastern districts of ilio United Provinces. 
Ho spends his time in visiting t.lm various portions of his dominion, and is 
known and foarod throughout if. 

Tim Pradhan talc os cognizance of every kind of offence. criminal as wo 11 
as social, which is brought to him for judgement, such as potty thefts, 
disputes about land, etc. Tlie complainant and 1 he accused each cut a small 
stick and give it to tin* Pradhan, who keeps tin* stick fill the case is decided. 
The accused is then submitted to trial bv ordeal, either by fire or by water. 
In the ordeal by fire, a red-hot piece of iron is placed on the victim's hand, his 
skin being slightly protected by seven leaves of tin* pipal tree. He has to 
hold it while another man runs a measured distance (seven yards and back) • 
if the runner drops it, he is held to lx* guilty. Mat orally a good deal depends 
on the speed and good will or I In* runner. The ordeal by water maybe 
undergone in preference to that by fin*. The accused is immersed in water 
up to tin* nose, and holds his nostrils. If he can hold his breath till a 
man has run the measured distance, he is acquitted and gets the weight of 
his stick in gold : the actual amount varies from Rs. .'!() to Its. 00. If he fails 
the test, lie has to pay according lo the same scale. This is regarded merely 
as a preliminary. The punishment follows. A fine is inflicted in the first 
instance, which is usually very heavy considering the means of the ordinary 
Nat. The fine goes into the pockets of the Pradhan. An alternative punish- 
ment is a cold hath: the victim is ordered to sit in the water of a tank or 
river for any periixl from 2 to 21 hours. Ono unfortunate man, who was 
sentenced to this punishment, sat on a cold morning in a river for two or 
tliroo hours, after which a compassionate Hindu znmindar made him come out. 
The penalty lie had to pay for disobeying his orders was out casting for five 
years. The severity of other punishments will he apparent from tho follow- 
ing instances. A man encroached on his neighbour’s land and was fined 
Rs. 200. In another case a Nat was fined Rs. 100 for having illicit inter- 
course with a girl. In a third case a man, who took some maize from a 
field which ho claimed as his own, was found guilty of theft and sentenced 
to remain in wator for throe hours. IIo could not boar the punishment, and 
was thoroforo fined Rs. 200. 

Obstinato refusal to pay a fine or undergo tho punishment prescribed is 
always followed by outcasting — usually for two years or more. Five years is 
a usual sontenco in such cases. The Pradhan ’b power is so absolute, and the 
respect paid to him so great, that the justico of his verdict is never 
questioned, and his punishmonts are carried out rigorously.* 

875. An interesting survival of tribal chioftninship may still be traced 

in the caste polity of the Suklis of Midnapore. 

SrKnbf Their governing body consists of Bhais (brothers) 

or elders of the castes, at the head of whom am the Maifcis of Birsinhapur and 
the Cliaudhuris. The Maitis are the descendants of one Birsinha, a chief 
who led the Suklis into Bengal and established his capital at a place which 
he named, after himself, Birsinhapur : this is an unimportant village near 
Mundamari. Their position as the heads of Sukli community is acknow- 
ledged not only in Midnapore, but also outside it. Such is the respect paid to 
them, that if a member of the Maiti family is present at a marriage or other 
ceremony, all do homage to him. If there is no Maiti present, a garland has 
to be set aside in his honour before the proceedings commence. A Maiti 
also presides over the Panchayat’s meetings, and in hi s absence a Chaudhuri. 
for the (Jhaudhuris are the descendants of the second son of Birsinha. 

876. In British territory, where Government has long since ceased to 

exercise control over social matters, the castes 
Caste self-go\ehj,jie\t govern themselves. The higher castes as a rule 

have no controlling agency, and nobody lias authority to hear complaints 
and pass judgement upon them. Among the lower castes, however, there are 
generally officials with whom information is laid, and whose duty it is to call 
a meeting of their caste fellows to deal with the matter. This conclave 
constitutes the Panchayat, literally a meeting of five men, though the actual 
numbers rarely correspond with that figure. Conditions vary so greatly in 

° Compiled from a report by Jlr. H. D. Graves Law, i.c.s., formerly Subdivisions! Office! of , 
Gobindganj. 
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different parts oC the country, that a separate account of the organization 
61 castes must ho given for each sub-province. 

As a preliminary to this account, it may bo said that the actual unit o£ 
casto government has certain definite limits. The caste, as is well known, 
is a social group, membership ol which is generally limited by birth. It is, in 
a minor degree, united by occupation or by the tradition of a common here- 
ditary occupation, but oven more by the laws of endogamy and commen- 
sality. By t he former members are forbidden to marry outside the caste ; 
by the latter they are constrained to oat and drink only with fellow castomen. 
Within the caste thoro are frequently minor groups called sub-castes, which 
also have the same laws on these two points. Tho unit of self-government 
consists of a group of members of a caste or sub-caste who come within the 
same circle of endogamy and eommonsality. Tho strength of the group is 
necessarily determined by territorial considerations. The families composing 
an endogamous and commensal circle may be scattered over such a large 
area, that effective combination is impossible. Whero this is tho case, it has 
to be split up into smaller circles for administrative purposes. Tho power to 
outcasts its members is tin' basis of the authority of ouch group. Among 
all but the lowest castes this power is ultimately dependent on tho co- 
operation of the priest, tho barber and the washerman. The priest is 
indispensable in religious and domestic life. Without the services of the 
barber and washerman no Hindu can bo purified when pollution has been 
caused by deaths, births, etc. In this respect, therefore, the Pancliayat is 
not altogether an isolated and self-sulliciont unit, though otherwise in- 
dependent. 

877. Tho higher castes of Bihar, such as Brahmans, Babhans (or Bhumi- 

har Brahniansl, Rajputs and . Kayasths have no 
1 '" ,AR ‘ organization for the detection and punishmont of 

breaches of casto rules. They have no governing body, and action must be 
taken by the mombers on their own initiative. If the offence is patent, they 
at once cease to have any intercourse with tho offonder. If there is any 
doubt about it; an informal meeting of the more influential mombers of the 
caste may be held and a common line of action determined upon. It rests 
entirely with tho suspect to clear himself of tho stigma. This lie does 
by consulting a Pandit, who, if his sin can be atoned, gives a ruling 
on his case (vyavasiha, or panti, or patia), stating the penances and cere- 
monies of expiation that have to be performed. Among the prescribed 
penances which are commonly undergone may be mentioned the follow- 
ing : — (1) Going on pilgrimage for an appointed period, (2) bathing in the 
Ganges and swallowing some of its sand, (3) living on aims for a prescribed 
time, (4) remaining dumb for an appointed time, (5) taking only one 
meal in 24 hours, (6) swallowing a mixture of tho five products of the cow, 
viz., cow-dung, cow’s urine, milk, curd and ghi, and (7) fasting. The 
ceremonies of expiation are (1) sacrifice, (2) the worship of the gods, 
commonly of Satyanarayan, (3) making a gift of a cow, a heifer, cash and 
cloth to the family priest, (4) feeding Brahmans and making presents to 
them of cloth and cash, and (5) feeding fellow castemen. Other castes, 
which have no regular machinery for dealing with breaches of the caste law, 
have meetings for tho discussion of such questions when they aidse. A man 
who is aware of the offence informs his brethren, and they sit in conclave 
and decide on the steps to be taken. A special meeting may be held ; 
or the matter may wait till some eoremony occurs, at which the members 
of the caste will naturally be present ; or the suspect himself may lay his case 
before them in order , to establish his innocence and regain the privileges 
of caste fellowship. Among such castes the control over individual members 
is naturally less complete than among castes which have a constituted body 
of officials, for the decision of matters affecting the community and for the 
punishment of unworthy members. 

878. Most of the lower castes of Bihar have an oi-ganized system 

of caste government, which has certain com- 
OitGANizATJoji of Caste Councu-s. mon features, though the procedure and the 

names of the office-beai-ers vary in different parts and among different 
castes. 
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Tin: Chatai. 


Tin: on lor.-mtAiunis. 

council. lie is generally 
nil officer called Manjan in South Miliar 
of tli(> council, for he presides in tin 


The unit consists of a Uhatai, which moans literally a mat, and connotes 

those who have the right to sit togothor on a 
mat — one is frequently provided — at a caste council 
meeting. The area to which the Uhatai corresponds simply depends on the 
strength of the caste in any particular locality. There may ho only one 
Uhatai for several villages, each containing a fow memhors of the caste, or 
there may he several Uhatais in one village where the caste mustors in 
strength. Uenerally, it may he said that the memhors of the Chatai re- 
present 5 to 100 houses and, as a rule, are resident in ono villngo and its 
adjoining hamlets. 

87!). ICach Uhatai has a standing committee consisting either of ono or 

two or three functionaries. There is invariably 
a headman, who presides at meetings of the 
called .Sardar in South Miliar. Next in rank comes 
who is practically the Vice-President 
absence of the President. The third 
member of the triumvirate is an executive officer, who is almost invariably 
known as a Uhharidar in South Miliar. lie acts as the headman's messenger; 
it is his duty to convene the caste council; and lie is responsible 'for the 
execution of its decrees. In some castes these officers hold oflice'by heredit- 
ary right ; in case of there being no male member of the family to succeed, 
others are eligible. If one of them dies leaving a minor heir, his nearest 
relative, if otherwise competent, is entitled to represent him at the council 
meetings till he attains his majority. In other castes the post is held only for 
life, and a vacancy is filled up by the election of a competent man without 
regard to the hereditary principle. The posts are coveted, as they carry a 
cortain dignity. The newly appointed man is given a p-igri to wear, has a tilca 
placed on his forehead, and celebrates the newly conferred honour by giving a 
feast to his cast emeu. 

880. Complaints arc usually preferred to one of the members of the 

standing committee, generally to the Sardar direct, 
tin. r ascii a: at. or through the Uhharidar. In Patna it is reported 

that the complainant has to deposit a feo of Ms. 1-1, called rasam , which goes 
to meet tho expenses of tho Panchayat. In Saran a fee of Pc. 1 is paid : this 
is called pat lekarcha, t'.e., the expenses of the mat on which the Panchayat sits. 
Tho Sardar fixes a place and time for the meeting, and the members of the 
Chatai are summoned by the Uhharidar. The meeting of the castemen of the 
Chatai forms the Panchayat. Its strength varies with the gravity of the 
issues to ho dobatod. For a minor matter only a fow of the village elders 
are summoned; for larger questions the head of each house may be called. 
When matters of special importance are to be discussed, distant members of 
the caste may be invited : at a recent Panchayat of the Telis in Patna about 
1,000 were present. The meeting may be specially convoked, or it may wait 
till a big sraddha or marriage ceremony, when a large number will naturally 
assemble. 

881. The Panchayat takes cognizance of a case either when a complaint 

is lodged or when a man who is suspected of an 
Procedure. offence, and has already been outcasted by his 

family or neighbours, demands a hearing. It is nearly always a tribunal for the 
trial of offences, though it sometimes is a deliberative assembly which decides 
on the attitude of the caste on general questions. The proceedings generally 
begin with a common feast. The feast over, both parties are heard and wit- 
nesses are produced- All are on an equality and any one present lias a right 
to put a relevant question and to receive an answer. Oaths are frequently 
taken by the parties, e.g., on the head of a son, Ganges water, copper, the tulsi 
plant or a cow’s tail. The evidence having been taken, a general discussion 
takes place, and the headman after consulting his fellow officers gives 
judgement. The verdict is of course in accordance with the general opinion. 
Otherwise, it could scarcely be enforced. The proceedings are nearly always 
oral, and no record is made. In Purnea, when grave charges are preferred, 
the Panchayat often adopts the precaution of making the complainant put 
down his allegation in writing, and his thumb impression is taken on it, so 
that he may not resile. ‘ 


l 
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882. The Chatais are sometimes, but not always, grouped together in 

LiUtnrn unions. larger unions called Baisi and Ohaurasi, which 

are supposed to consist of 22 and S4 Chatais, 
respectively. They are not necessarily co-oxistont : in some places there may 
be only Baisis, and in others only (Jhaurasis. In Muzaffarpur there are 
unions ol' 12 villages, called Bargaon, while the Tclis of Patna have Bawans, 
».e., groups of 52 Chatais. These larger unions extond over a large area : 
a Baisi may cover 10 to 15 miles, a Ohaurasi 40 to 50 miles. They also 
have an organization similar to that of the smaller units, i.e.. permanent 
officials, who bear names similar to those of the officers of the Chatais, such 
as Sardar, Manjan, etc. The larger councils are convened only on exceptional 
occasions for the decision of questions of special importance, or when appellate 
jurisdiction is necessary to settle contlicting claims, e.g., when one Chatai 
has outcasted a man and another Chatai still receives him as in caste. 

883. The jurisdiction of the Panchayat is necessarily local, but the 

„ combination of different Chatais helps to make its 

v! 11 sentence el.ective over a considerable area. So 

long, therefore, as a man remains anywhere in the neighbourhood of his 
own village, he has little chance of defying the authority of the Panchayat. 
The penalty of contumacy, viz., excommunication for a fixed period or for 
life, is so terrible that he dares not face it. As a rule, one Chatai knows of 
and confirms the sentence of another. Occasionally, however, it may refuse 
to recognize the sentence, or there may lie rivalry between two headmen. An 
ouicaste may take advantage of t his and seek refuge in another Chatai, where 
he can obtain re-entry into caste by giving a feast. In some places too the 
jurisdiction of the Panchayat extends only a few miles, and there is no central 
body with control over a large area. Where this is the case, an outcasts 
may leave his home and join another community in a distant part of the 
district. There is of course greater laxity of conduct among those who leave 
their homos and live in industrial centres for a time. Even they however 
are liable to punishment on their return, if their fall becomes known. A 
Dliamtk of Monghyr, who married a woman of another caste in Calcutta, 
was outcasted on his return home. A Turaha of Saran, who was seen 
carting hides in that city by a fellow villager, suffered the same punishment. 

S81. The above account applies primarily to South Bihar, but the same 

system obtains among the low castes of North 
Panciia} ats is I'onni liuiAit. ]5ihar with minor variations. The following note 

by Mr. G. S. Dutt, J.c.s., late Snbdivisional Officer , of Kishanganj in Purnea, 
describes its main features : — 

“ The Panchayat is a permanent institution consisting of all the village 
elders, for the time being, of one or more villages of a local area, who meet 
under the Presidentship of a Mandal when occasion requires. Thus, the 
actual number of mombers in the Panchayat is an indefinite and variable one, 
and depends on the number of village elders existing at any time in the 
village or group of villages constituting the Panchayat. A number of Mandals 
are headed by a Sardar. who exercises jurisdiction over several Panchayat 
units. Again, several Sardars — sometimes as many as 14 to 22 Sardars — are 
headed by a Baisi Sardar. Besides these functionaries, there is. among 
certain castes, another functionary whose function corresponds to that of a 


peon, and whose duty it is to summon the village elders of the Panchayat 
when required by the Sardar or Mandal to do so, This functionary is called 
Barik among some castes (such as Tantis and Kaibarttas), and Diwan among 
other caste (such as Telis). The Barik does not get any fee. but whenever 
there is a marriage or sraddha within the jurisdiction of the Panchayat, the 
Sardar gets 1 than of cloth and the Barik gets 5 cubits. Whenever a feast 
is held among the Panchayat, it is the privilege of the Barik to decide upon 
its form or upon the delicacies to be supplied by the host. Whenever a 
Mandal dies, the Sardar appoints another in his place. Generally the son is 
selected after his father's death, if he is fit ; otherwise, any influential well- 
to-do member of the community may be chosen. When the Sardar dies, 
another is chosen by the Mandals and the whole community under that 
particular Sardar. Sons and near relatives of Mandals and Sardars have a 
preferential claim to appointment. 



•lum.i: M. 


M«rr. 


Hi! 


"'riti' jiuinIirtioM of a .Mntidnl «‘Xt«>iuln over a nitiple Panehayaf , which 
may compiiso mu- village only nr nevei.d neighbouring villager!, The jurihdic- 
lion .»r a S.mlar extemhi nver ff nr lOxiich unitri, and tin* jurisdiction of a llaisi 
Said in «• \ I cuds ovei 1 I to 'J'2 <>nch units, and may conei'd of a ubnln p<irijnnn 
oi a couple of j> tri/ii >i >.f \\ lien a mallei cannot lie d<-i-id<-d satinfaclorilv hv 

a Maudal. it n> lefericd to the S.iidai. When tin* S.iidar is tnmhlo to decide 
hat is fart oi ity, tin- mat tor is i efet n d t o t In* llaisi, w Im roast it tit #•*» t In • final court 
of justn'c in tin 1 Panch.n at svstctu. In all ordinaiy mat tots c.icli J’amiliavat 
unit acts independently, the .Mandat deciding with the help of the village 
cldei ■>, whom hi’ Miminmn. tluoiigh the agency of the Uniik or fiiwan. Only 

in veiy giave mitteis nllertmg tlie welfare of the caste, or in the case of vorv 
grave o||ence>t again 1 1 caste mles <>t etiipiette in respect (> f marriage and 
ronimeiis.dtu. etc., do several I'anchay.its and tlieir Mnmlals meet together 
tinder the pie 1 idetitslnp of the Sudai, The authority of tin* llaisi Nnrdar 
is ha, dl } e\ et uivo'id. and the p".t i> tending to Income ohsoletc. In 
the m, lit* i of caste ,ii 1 rut nr* 1 1 at imi, theie i* a distinct tendency towards 

decent tails it ion. I.icli unit henled I »y the .Mamlal has J exorcising n 

stenlilv tncieising ..hate of autonomy ar tin expens,, of the authority of the 
Said.it and tin* llaisi >ard u ,> specially of tie- hitter — so much so that some 
Kijhinsis m the t'liipi.i tii in i staled that they had Ilea id from their 
gi and fat lifts "f t he custom e of a llaisi S. rdar. hut that they did not even 
Know if ln< was living or not 

.s''.">. Theie nie titim«’n"is local variations. In one pait a caste may have 

a standing committee, in another it may have 
1 u ' UU:I ‘ none. It may or may not he ground in larger 

unions, sotliat theie may In* t’haurasis only or tlaisjs only. The names of the 
officers also v aty gieath .tie I’.mchavat In adman and the Uaisi or rhaiira.si 
headman max ha\ o the s.,me • ! • signation, "r they may he different. In one 
place a caste mnv have all tlm « functiouani s. in another only the headman 
and t'hhaiidai. and elsewhere again only the headman. 'file following 
statement show s the titles of the office. he.uer s » .f ditbrent c,is t («s reported 
hy the Pistiict Census officers and ethnological cot respondents : in all eases 
the names ate given m order of tank. 


I'l.v 

i" • • 

A mat 

... D.tt bhang.i 

15.mii 

... Monghy r 

li.it hi 

... I’.it mi and ( S.iy.i 
Monghvi 
... Slinhabad 

J3h.tr 

Chamai 

... Champ.inin 

Patna and (Java 
Sliahahaii 
Monghyr 
Bhngalpui 

Mnzairarp'it 

Dliantik 

... Monghyr 
Blmgalpur 
Pnrnea 
Daihhaiiga 

Dhobi 

... Mii/nirarpiir 

Dorn 

... Daihhaiiga 

Dos.ulh 

... Patna and Gaya 
Purlieu and 
bhangu. 

Oaicii 

... Sliahabad 

C on la 

... Patna 

Bhagalpnr 
Pnrnea ... 
Bhahabnd 

Gonrhi 

... Bhngnlpnr 
Cbainjraran 

Ha] jam 

... Shahabad 

Patna and Gava 


Ti-v. .<>«•... 

Mahto. Divvan. ('hhaiidar o/ (Jhau- 
kidat. 

S.inlai . 

Do., ('hhaiidai. 

Do. 

Mahan Melh. 

Met ha'. Pradhan oi Mukhin. 

Saixiai’ Chliaiidar. 

Mukhin. do. 

Manir. 

Maiijan, Divvan. 

Ditto. Cliharidnr. 

Maiijan. Manir and Divvan. 

Do.. Divvan. 

Mamlal. Divvan. Chliaiidar. 

Mahto. ditto. 

Maiijan. ditto. 

Simla r. Chliai idar. 

Ditto. 

Gaidar. Divvan. Chlmiidar. 

Bhngat. 

Maiijan. Cliharidar. 

Do.. Divvan. 

Mandal. do. 

Mahto. 

Manian. DivVan. Clihaiidar. 

Do.. Do. 

Baja. Divvan. Chiiaridai. 

S, udar, Cliharidar oi Cliobdar. 
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Omv 

Hi.*::.-'. 


YUlr* of ofUcvr*. 

Ilujium 

... Monpbyr 

... 

Manjuo or San I nr, Muraro 
Di wan. 


MuzatVarpur 

,,, 

Mniijnn. Dlwaii. Cltliuridnr. 

Hart 

... Pnrnea ... 

... 

Sanlar, Ditto. 

Knhar 

... Patna. tiaya 

and 

Do., Chharidar. 

~ 

Sbubabad. 



Kalw.tt 

... t’bamparan 

,,, 

M'.utjun, Diwan. 

K bat we 

... Darldniiipa 

• • • 

Sanlar, Diwan. ('bbiiritbir. 

Kamltt 

... t'lnimparan 


Mail jao Do. 


Monphy r 


Sanlar, (Limit 


MuzalTnrpnr 


Mini jan. Diwan. Clibaridar. 

Kow.it 

... Pnrnea 

♦ « • 

ltaja. Maiuiai. Pandit. 

Koiri 

... Monpbyr 

,,, 

Sanlar or Munjau or Munir 


P.uhhanpu 

' * * 

Muhto, Diwan. Clibaridar 
kldnr. 

Knmbar 

... Monpbyr 

, . , 

Sanlar or Munjati or Munir. 

Knrmi 

... t'bamp trail 

• . . 

Manjan. Diwan. 


Mu. - tlitnpnr 

,,, 

Ditto, Chhuriiltir. 


Patna 

,,, 

S mlar. Chharhhtr, 

Lobar 

... Mur.atf tipnr 

,,, 

Manjan. Diwan. Clibaridar. 


Shuhnkul 


Sanlar. tMibaridar. 

M n - ab.tr 

... (LiVa 

» » • 

Ditto. 


Monpbyr 

• • • 

S ntlar. (on-ait. Mitrar. 


Bhngalpur 


Manjan. Mandat and (Limit 


Ptmie.i ... 


S tolar. Diwan, Clilearidar. 

Mullah 

... Mnratfttrpur 


Manjan. Diwan, Clibaridar. 


('blilltparalt 


Ditto. 

Mat 

... Monpbyr 


Manjan or Marar. 


rbamp.iran 


Pradban. 

Nnnia 

... Champ u-.tn 


Manjan. Diwan. 

Past 

... Patna 

,,, 

Sanlar. 

Sonar 

... Muz.iiravpnr 


Manjan. Diwan. Chburidnr. 

Stmti 

... Ditto 


Ditto ditto. 

Tanti 

... t'bampaiaii 


Manjan. Diwan. 


Monpbyr 

* • « 

Do.. Munir and (Limit. 

Teli 

... Ditto 

• • • 

Sanlar. Diwan, Chhnridar. 

D.irtthanp.i 

• 4 • 

Panjiur, Diwan. 


Champ. iran 

>44 

Munjnti, Do. 


Mnrairarpnr 

4 •» 

Ditto, Clibaridar. 


l’nrima ... 

4 4 4 

Pantnmiiik. Diwan. 

Thant 

... Chnmp.imn 

• 4 4 

Cbmidburi. Muhtuni. 


,-zsi',. In soitm parts tin* caste officials have recognized fees nr perquisites 
, In Pnrnea tin* triumvirate of tin* Dnsadlis pot 

! presents of ninths : tin* Di wan and Clilintular each 

get om* piece to t*vevy two tint tlm Kardav receives. Tim flnala llnjn. who 
presides nvor Pancbayat s of 11 villages in tin* same district, is given cloth 
and nim rnp»<. wlmn tin* Pancbayat is hold in tlm house of a woll-tn-du man, 
and five br*to|-mtts if tlm man is poor. Among other castes, presents are 
pivontutlm ofticc-henrers wlmn a mavriapo takes placo. Snmotimos tlm 
Chharidar pots a commission (mm or two annas pov rupooj on tlm amountR 
lm collects. Amonp tlm Chamars of tlm Banka snlidivision in Bliag.dpur 
tlm Sanlar rocnivos oim-fonrth of tin* Panohayat.'s inconm. tlm romaindor being 
spent in feasts. Tlm follnwinp is a brief sketch of certain special features in 
tlm local organization of selected castes. 

KK7. 'j'lie system amonp tlm Bliars of Shahabad appears to bo moro 
... * centralized than usual. 'I'lmro is in every Bhar 

‘ villape a villape headman, called Moth, who is 

informed of any violation of tlm caste rules. If lm considers the matter fit to 
lie referred to a Pancbayat. be reports it to tlm Mahan, an ollicer with jurisdic- 
tion over ton or more villapes, who convokes a Pancbayat. Tlio Pancbayat 
is presided over by the Malum, and all Moths in his jurisdiction sit on it. 
Both tlm villape Moth and tlm Mahan bold their ollicos by hereditary right. 
If one or other dies leaving no one in bis family to succeed him, a now man 
is elected, in the case of a Moth liv members of the casto in tlm village 

u.i. 
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concerned, in the case of a Mahan by the Meths of all the villages within 
the jurisdiction of the Mahan. The Dhanuks of Monghyr have a perma- 
nent committee consisting of a hereditary headman or Manjan for each village, 
and of a Marar and a Diwan. The Marar distributes tobacco among the 
assembled people ; the Diwan sends i-ound betel-nuts as a symbol showing 
that their presence is required at a Panchayat. 

In Patna the Goalas have a headman in every village, called a Manjan 
who convokes a Panchayat as occasion requires His office is not heredi- 
tary. and a vacancy is tided up by election. Criminal charges, g.e. of thefts, 
are commonly heard by the Panchayat ; if proved the accused is handed 
over to the police and the necessary evidence produced. In Shahabad every 
Coala village has a headman called Mahto. For groups of villages, and in- 
the case of towns for the whole of the town, there is a superior caste official 
who is called Barka-Mahto, i.e., a Mahto of 12 villages. When a breach of 
caste rules takes place, the village Mahto is first informed about it. In petty 
cases he gives judgement in consultation with the castemen of the village. In 
serious cases the Barka-Mahto is referred to, and a general Panchayat of all 
the castemen in the villages under him is convoked. All the sub-castes have 
also Panchaj’ats. In the Goria sub-caste there is an official called a '‘Judge,” 
who has control over the whole of the civil district (Shahabad). but among 
other sub-castes the Panchayat’s jurisdiction is restricted to a group of 
villages, the head of which is called a Mahto. In Pumea the Goala headman 
is known as a Mandal and is assisted by a Diwan. At the head of ‘every 
14 villages there is a superior officer called the Raja. 

Among the Hajjams of Patna there are generally two permanent officials, 
viz., the Sardar and the Chharidar, who is also known as the Chobdar. 
In Monghyr the committee consists of the headman, or Sardar, assisted 
by a Marar (or Gorait) and a Diwan : here there are also large unions under 
Sardars which adjudicate on grave offences. The office-bearers of the Hajjams 
in Shahabad are the Raja, the Diwan and Chharidar. The Raja is appointed 
by four or five Rajas of neighbouring Panchayats, the other two are elected 
by their caste fellows. All the sub-castes are governed by the one Pancha- 
yat. The Kurmis of the latter district have a regular gradation of unions. 
Each village has a caste headman, and every group of three or four villages is 
underaNaib. Over the Naibs again are Chaudhuris, whose jurisdiction extends 
over large areas and even over several varganas. The Naibs and Chaudhuris 
hold their offices by hereditary right, but if a competent successor cannot be 
found in their families, one is elected from other families. The better 
educated and well-to-do Kurmis claim Kshattriya descent and have started 
an association called the All-India Kurmi Kshattriya Association, with 
headquarters at Bankipore, which holds annual meetings. They stand aloof 
from the caste organization of their less advanced neighbours, and the Kurmi 
system of self-government is consequenty losing strength. . 

888. It is an almost universal rule that each caste acts in entire independ- 
ence of others, and that the Panchayat should be 
confined to members of the caste. The only 
instance of inter-caste Panchayats is reported from the Kishenganj 
division of Purnea, where the influence of the straiter Nepalese is 
A Sikh constable on the Nepal border had adopted a Goala boy. The 
having lived with a Sikh, was out of caste, but his adoptive father 
anxious to have him taken into one or other of the Hindu castes. At 


Inter-caste Panchayats. 


Sllb- 

feit. 
hoy, 
was 
his 

request, a large and representative Panchayat of no less than three castes, 
viz., the Goalas, Gangais and Rajbansis (who drink water from each other), 
met to discuss the question. The debate lasted a day and night. It was at 
last decided that as the boy had eaten with a Sikh, he could not be taken into 
any of their castes and that none of them could take water from him. The 
Sikh realized that other methods of suasion were neeessai-y and offered to 
pay Rs. 500, and to give a feast to all three castes. His offer might have been 
accepted, have they not been convinced that their fellow castemen in Nepal 
would not only refuse to eat or inter-many -with them, but might hand 
them over to the Nepal Government for punishment when they crossed 
the border. 



imsti: «!Ovki:.\.mi:xt. 


•I (17 


SS','. Among tin* lower castes the powers or t In* caste tribunals extend 

J" vr « "‘id, .range. They take cognizance of 
breaches of fln> unwritten law of their caste, 
including broaches of social ami religious rules. professional etiquette. and 
own the amenities of domestic life. It must not be supposed, however, 
that all o'.Vonees are formally brought before the I’anehavat. l'reqticntly the 
offenders are simply reprimanded bv the village elders, or the matter is 
quiet !y compromised. The caste heailman commonly sends his ( Ildiaridar or 
jnes»\'nirer to settle matters privately. 1 he number of offences against caste 
rules i- legion, and space will not permit the mention of any but a few 
typical ease-, sneli a* smoking with nr eating and drinking with a man of 
another easte, marrying outside one's own caste, taking up a degrading occu- 
pation. etc. lit such cases relatives often sutler as well ns the actual culprit. 
A Ttnuhn of (“hatnparan and his wife quarrelled. The wife, in a feminine 
fit of rage, determined to get her revenge, and drunk some water which a 
Mu-almun had touchinl. Hot It she and her poor husband wore excommuni- 
cated, 1 bey were * veittunlly restored to easte after the husband bad fed 
Hr.thmnus and feasted their caste fellows. 1’erhnps the eemmoneht offences 
are th te, ( » i*» «* tuected with the moral law. such as adultery, seduction, elope- 
ment, etc. Under this head ton may he mentioned the question of friqui, 
or widow remaning**. M<m *>f tie* castes in which the caste system has 
greatest vitality practice .otyat’. ami the propriety or advisability of widow 
remarriag**. in |vo tienlar I’ases. ts one of tin* subjects frequently laid before 
the l’.otehayal. ltt some eases, there appears to lie no objection to a man 
having a mist t***-s b*'l"tigiug to allot her easte. provided he docs not eat bind 


embed by h»>r. 

ltt dealing with social matters tin* easte tribunals frequently trench 
upon the jurisdiction **f th** eriminnl and civil courts. (’<asi*s of assault on 
a fellow east email av»* tried and compensation ordered. Abuse of a fellow 
onstmnan i*. d**,dt with lettinently, but abuse of a headman severely, often 
eat tiling t* !uj> trary excommunication. Kndcnvours are made to preserve pt*aco 
and eotn-ed itt the eeuimunity. The spreading of false rumours, insults, dis- 
r<*sp*et t<* elders. till render th** disturber of the peace liable to punishment. 
A liU'i-tmi and wife who frequently quarrel are brought to book. Uecon- 
eiliations are effected in families that have quarelted and partitions nro prevented. 
Failure t<»att**ml easte festivals, ami any attempt to deprive the caste fellows 
of tlmir rights, i- promptly taken account of. One mean Teli. who refused 
to give the usual feast on .hi* son's marriage, was punished hy having to 
provide a mat for the Panehayat meetings. Religious offences, such as selling 
cow- for meat, allowing a cow to die while tied tip. the negb-ct of or improper 
performance of religious r-tvmonies. are eoinumnly dealt with and severe 
sent* >))/•'■ » indicted. A Harhi in Patna was accused of selling a cow to a 
butcher. His ph*a that lie s»l<l it to a Onaln was not believed, and he was 
fimsl Rs. o.*i ami sentenced, in default, to remain an out caste for 12 years. 
Ruing unable to pnv the fine he is still an outcast e. The apparent dispropor- 
tion bet wren tile amount of the line and the terrible penalty of 12 years' 
excommunication strikes a European as extraordinary. 

Still. The punishment awarded hy caste councils are briefly (l) out casting. 

which may bo either temporary or permanent, (2) 
l*i MMinr.T-. fines, {.'!) feasts given to the cast omen, (•}) corporal 

punishment and (;>), among the better castes, religious punishments such as 
nrm/n iirJti tin (an expiatory ceremony), pilgrimages and penances. A man is 
permanently outcasted for grave offences, c. if ho knowingly and persist- 
ently partakes of fool with, or drinks water from the hands of, or smokos 
with, a man of lower caste or marries a woman of lower caste and refuses to 
put her away. This extreme penalty lias even boon awarded when a man has 
married a woman of his own caste without, or against the consent, of her relations. 
Adultery and engaging in an occupation which is looked upon as degrading 
are sometimes similarly punished. Temporary outensting is resortod for tlio 
punishment, of offences which are regarded as less serious, or when there is liopo 
that, the cutting off of social intercourse fov a f.imo will 'effect, reformation. 
This sentence is also passed in order t.o onforco obedience to t.he Panchayat’s 
orders. A suspect, is frequently on toasted til! he clears himself of a chargo. 

him 2 
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A curious instance of this precaution is reported from Purnen. A man of the 
Rajbansi caste was charged by another of having had illicit intercourse with 
his widowed mother-in-law. The Panchavat met in due course, and as the 
charge was of a grave nature, the statement of the informer was taken down 
in writing and his thumb impression was taken on it, as well as a written 
undertaking that he would forfeit Rs. 10 if the charge was found to be un- 
true. The Pancliayat could not arrive at a decision. The charge was, on 
the evidence. “ unproven.” but there was the risk of its being found true within 
three months, when it would ho quite clear whether the woman was pregnant 
or not. In the meantime they all ran a danger if they ate with the man : so, 
to make themselves secure, they outcasted him for those three months. 

When a minor offence has been committed, the culprit is ordered to 
pay a fino or provide a feast for his feliow-castemen. The jino is graduated 
according to the means of the offender. When he is a well-to-do or 
influential man. he is frequently required to give a feast to the caste- 
men instead of being fined. Apologies are required for petty delinquencies, 
such as abusing fellow castemen and disrespect to ciders. Pilgrimages are 
prescribed when a man by mistake, unintentionally or unwittingly, eats 
food with, or drinks water from the hands of, or smokes with, a man of lowor 
caste. Pruyasclnll't has to be performed for a similar offence, and also when 
a man has had social intercourse, knowingly, with persons of a higher caste. 
Penanco is prescribed as a punishment for tho arrogant and sometimes takes 
a curious form. For instance, when a man who has been declared guilty 
by a Pancliayat shows contumacy, ho is called upon to humiliate himself 
by placing upon his head tho shoes of some of the members or tho 
Pancliayat. 

Among the lower castes feasts to tho castemen in tho village are the 
commonest form of punishment. In the Kishanganj subdivision of Purnea. it 
is reported, nothing of importance, e.g., a marriago or sraddh'i ceremony, can 
he performed without a feast being given to the Pancliayat. Until and 
unless t he feast is given, the ceremony is regarded as void. “ This rule,” 
writes Mr. G. R. Dutt, i.e.s,. “has been pushed to its extreme’ limit among 
the Rajbansis, among whom the marriage ceremony is nothing hut a feast, 
given to the Pancliayat. A man and woman may live together for year/? 
as husband and wife, and may begot children, hut the marriage ceremony 
is not regarded as performed until tho caste feast is given. As soon ns the 
feast is given, the marriage becomes valid with retrospective effect . ’ 

Kill. Tne feeding of Brahmans, pilgrimages. to some sacred shrine, bathing 

in tho Ganges, and the offering of pujas to the 

ltd", ".i s t t MMi'ir.sTs gods ore often proscribed ns punishments, especial- 
ly in Tirhut. A man may have to perform one or other or a combination of 
t best* pminnces. A correspondent in Rarnn reports that for serious offences 
“ a man has to hat lie in the river Ganges and swallow its sand in order to 
expiate his sins. After going through these penances, he has to make a free 
gift of a cow or she-calf. as t he Pancliayat may decide, to his family priest. 
He 1ms also t>» feed the priest and give him a present of clothing and cash. 
Besides the priest. Brahman**, as persons of secondary importance, have to bo 
fed. the number being fixed by the Pancliayat. These Brahmans, if the means 

of the offender permit, have ajso |o 1»* given easjj ami cloth, but proportion- 
ately lo*-s thnn what tie- family priest gets, because the nm-t important task 
of eating tin* first morsel touched bv the offender devolves on him. If he 
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807. In the Chota Xagpnr Plateau conditions van- so greatly among the 
Cron Nf irr Pirnr aboriginal tribes and semi-Hinduized castes that 
,u there cannot be said to be a uniform type of caste 
government. It will therefore be necessary to give an account of the systvm 
in vogue among some of the principal tribes, from which it will be seen that it 
is largely based on the communal system, which is one of their cherished 
institutions. 

•SIIS. The Ho villages were formerly grouped in Partins, each under a 

chief called a Manki. The affairs of the Purlin 
were regulated hv the Manki assisted by a council 
of Mundas. or village headmen. When any question arose ahecting the 
whole tribe, a general meeting of the Mankis was held. The powers of the 
councils were absolute, extending to death sentences for incest, and their 
decisions were unquestioned. In course of time the term Partin became 
corrupted into Pir ; and, as the Ilns multiplied, there wore several Mankis 
in each Pir. but they still retained the system of councils, which became 
known as Panchayats. When British rule was established, the authority 
of the Panchayats in civil matters, esj ocially in questions affecting tribal 
customs, was recognized. The rules for the administration of civil justice 
in the Kollian provided specifically for the reference of suits to Panchayats. 
and declared that decrees passed in conformity with their awards should 
not he appealable, unless corruption could be proved, or unless the award 
was contrary to the common law of the country or to rules enacted by the 
fiovernor-fJenoral. These rules (laid down in 1S37) are still in force, and 
disputes brought into Court are commonly referred hack to the Panchayats. 
The control of the Panchayats over criminal matters was gradually transferred 
to the Courts, hut petty disputes of a criminal nature continued, and still 
continue, to be settled by the headmen. 

S'.tp. Complaints are made direct to the Manki. or through t In* Munda or 
village headman. For the settlement of trivial matters, in which only the 
parties themselves are interested, c.g.. petty assaults and questions of bride- 
price, the Manki may call on each party to nominate one or two persons to 
serve a 1 - arbitrators, and appoint a man to preside over their delibera- 
tions. If this court of arbitration cannot settle the question, the Manki 
takes it tip himself. In petty disputes affecting only the parties concerned 
or the inhabitants of a single village, the Munda may summon a Panehayat of 
four or live influential raivats with himself as President. This local Panehayat 
will settle tlu> matter at issue, if possible ; if they are not successful, it must 
he referred to the Manki for adjudication in a more representative Panehayat. 
When a momentous matter or caste custom or tribal usage is involved, all 
tlm Mundas under the Mankis are summoned. When the parties are under 
t he jurisdiction of different Mankis, complaint may ho made, to cit her Manki : 
in such eases- a mint I’anehavaf of the Mundas of both circles is oominunlv 
held. 

piM). t (ffeiiees against caste rules are mostly concerned with questions 
of eating ami inter-marriage. The Ho tribe is divided into a large number 
nf evngamn'is s.. pis known as kit is. Kaoji <>f these Iritis is divided into t wo 
class, s. ii'im of which is regarded as socially siqs-rior to the other. The 
members of tin* superior class will not ear or inter-many with f Ii< > of 
an inferior class. Tin- being exogamnus, and tlm whole tube being 

"t i mtiy endi "gamo-is, tin* saum ji -ualt v of outeasfing follows on inter-marriage 

within tb" hili as on eating m inter-marriage with other tril casti s. 

S'li"' mg the saum cigarette is as strictly te-triet.ii as eating, but t!m 
t - 1 1 . •. t> linn! mg ate mce |a\. A H" will ilnid with am-tlmr Ho with 

" ii. -a !,i . nm * • at int< r-marry. lb- v. ill ab ■» dutil v it li Mum!:” . Santal* 
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of the kill are entitled to attend. The proceeding are preluded f>v n feast 
and there are certain officers having duties connected with it. One man' 
gathers the leaves which serve as plates, another makes the plat. is. a third 
the leaf-cups, and a fourth distributes tobacco and p-m. The chief function 
of the I anchayat is to punish offences against the marriage laws, 
if the culprit is repentant and promises to separate from the woman 
he has to drink the blood of a white he-goat or a white fowl; the Pahan 
also sprinkles him with its blood. Otherwise he is usually order'd to pay a fine. 
Phe fines are realized by the Di wan and his chajirasis, by force if necessary. 
The Mundas are not very strict about eating and drinking, except with porsoiis 
belonging to lower castes. They will eat with any Mtinda of any kilt, and 
even with Christian Mundas, for embracing Christianity does not involve out- 
casting. The Panchayat also meets to discuss social matters— recently a 
meeting was held in one Parka to discuss the abolition of dances ami jnt'ras, 
in view of the immorality they lead to. Another favourite subject of discussion 
is the Sard nr i Larcit. a political movement aiming at the expulsion of all 
Dikku (t.e., Hindu and Musalman) zamimlars. of which mention has been made 
in the section of Chapter IV dealing with the Pirsaits. For this purpose 
collections are made and paid into a common fund.* 

903. Among the Kandhs (Khonds) of the Khondmnls the primitive system 

of village communities still exists almost intact. 
am'hs ( viiosnv). The villages are grouped together in divisions 

called Mutlias, each village - being presided over by a headman, .called Malika, 
over whom again is the headman of the Muflia, or the Mutha Malika. 
The village headman is tho arbiter in all disputes, whether social, domestic 
or agrarian. If the dispute is between people of different villages, the head- 
men of the two villages decide it in consultation with the Mutha headman, in 
t lie presence of a few people of their own or adjoining villages. Intercourse 
with a blood relation is a heinous offence. The guilty parties are excommuni- 
cated till a purifying ceremony has been performed. A buffalo and pig are 
sacrificed to the earth goddess, and a pot of water is dashed on the front of the 
man's house to signify that the year's rainfall. will not fail as a result of his 
sin. The Hinduized Kandhs of Angul have a system like that of their Hindu 
neighbours, there being a hereditary caste headman, called llohara. who 
convokes Panehayats and gives judgement in consultation with them. If the 
Panchayat is hopelessly divided in its opinion, members of other castes arc 
called in, to form a general assembly, and the matter is threshed out with their 
advice. In Kalnhandi tho Kandhs select a headman called Oinvn — the name 
curiously recalls Mughal times — to act as their caste headman. He has ju ris- 
diction over a group of villages, and is assisted by a Panchayat, composed of 
elderly and influential villagers and including as a rule the (laontia. or lineal 
headman. Complaints are made to the Omni, who then convokes the conned 
and passes orders, in consultation with them, after hearing tim parties. 

«)0 1. The Panchayat system is an old and cherished institution among the 

Oraons. the Panch nr council of elders being held 
in Mich honour that llm Oraons say. before 
discussing any important business. ** (Jod above, the Panch below, t.>\, the 
Punch is the highest autlioritv on earth. There are two typ-s of Pamdiayat, 
viz., the village Pamdiayat and the Pamdmra Pamdiayat. < Initially, wlmii 
the community consisted' only of Oraons, the village Pamdiayat. a lies ting 
of ;m«7e\s* lepre-enting the village, v.-m confined to them, but now that the 

village is more Imt-rogei ns it ha* a different constitution. If a quest to,, 

affeenng the whole village is to be debat • d, all He* villager-, vh.it, wr tie ir 
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Oraons if the parties arc not closely related. Jf a child is born, the parties are 
mado to live together. Should the child die, they may separate, provided that 
all intercourse botwoon them ceases and that the young man pays for the main- 
tenance of the girl till she is married. Sexual intercourse between parties 
who are closely relatod is regardod as a very serious offence, and may involve 
loss of tribal rights for life or for a long term of years. Tho offending parties 
will only bo able to rocovor their status, if at all, by the payment of large 
fino. Extenuating circumstances are however taken into consideration, and 
tho Panchayat may consider it sulliciont to give tho parties a beating. ' 

Sexual intercourse between Oraons and non-Oraons' is a serious olFence, 
but its hoinousness doponds on tho social status of the caste concerned. 
Cases of illicit intercourse between an Onion and a 11011-Oraon of low 
caste, c.g., Dom, Gliasi, Turi, Loliar, etc., or of adultery with a 11011-Oraon 
of any caste, whether high or low, are submitted to a mixed Panchayat, 
?.c., a Panchayat composed of tho entire male population of the Pnnchora 
or Panchoras concerned, both castes being represented. If the act was un- 
pronioditatod or committed in drunkenness, the Panchayat will deal leniently 
with the offenders. If it was premeditated, tho ollbndors may have to p«g 
a fino of a buffalo or 5 or (i pigs (of a total value of about Rs. 40 ).l) 8 rri/ 
they can be taken back into caste. The fines are divided botween tho two* 
castes who have formed the Panchayat. Subsequently, the caste which 
ranks higher in social estimation holds a second Panc-hayat and imposes 
another fino 011 tho member of their caste who has brought discredit upon 
them. 

The rules about eating and drinking aro not strict, and breach of them 
can bo condoned by providing a goat or a pig and some rice-beer for a 
feast, or by the sacrifice of a white goat or a white cock and by drinking the 
blood of the animal so sacrificed. The ceremony of expiation may be carried 
out by the Pahan of tho village, and the expiation does not necessarily involve 
, tho assombly of a Panchayat. As among other tribes of the Chota Nagpur 
Plateau, a man who has a festering sore — a “ wound with maggots ” as it is 
usually described — is considered to liavo olTonded against caste and to be 
unclean. To regain his, position, he must call tho Panchayat and feast them 
on a white goat and rice-beer.* 

909 . The Kharias of Ranchi have a Panchayat system similar fto that of 

the Oraons. They are divided into two classes, 
viz., those who eat tho flesh of cows (Chotgohandi) 
and those who abstain from it (Bargohandi). Amongst the latter it is an 
oftence wilfully to kill, or to cause to be killed, a cow or bullock : such an 
offence can only be expiated by a visit to a sacred bathing place. On his 
return, the culprit has to drink the blood of a white goat and give a feast to 
the members of the Panchayat. The Kharias also have a Kartaha who restores 
men to caste : he is not a permanent officer, but is chosen for the occasion. 
If a man is outcasted and cannot, owing to poverty, pay the fine at once, 
the Panchayat may grant him the right of drinking with his castemen. For 
this he must pay them two measures of parched rice and one pot of rice- 
beer. For tho full recovery of caste rights the Kartaha’s help is needed. 
The offender drinks the blood of a white he-goat, besides supplying food and 
drink to the Panchayat. No rice is thrown at the Kartaha, and he is 
merely the first person to eat the food of the outcaste. As among the 
Oraons, it is an offence for a woman to do a man’s work. A Kharia woman 
who touches the plough, is herself yoked to a plough and made to plough 
a few feet of ground : she must also eat some grass and go round the 
village' begging for rice to provide drink for the Panchayat. The sister or 
the daughter of the master of the house, when grown up, also commits an 
offence if she enters a cow-shed. , - 

- 9 ID. The system of tribal government among the Santals is closely 

bound up with the communal system. Its unit 
is the village, at the head of which is the Santal 


Khaidar. 


Santals. 


0 The above account haq been compiled from a note, by Mr. M. G. Hallett. l.c.s., late Subdivisional 
Officer of Gumlu in the Ranchi district. A^ brief account of the Oraon Panehayats in Palamnu will be found 
in The Religion and Customs of the Oraons , by the Revd. P. Dehon, Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, Vol. I, 1906-07. 
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It is a common hunt to which the people arc summoned by an official 
called Dihri, who acts as priost and hunt-master, 'i'ho suimnons is sent by 
a s il branch being circulated. In the evening, when the hunt is over, the 
people meet in council, llerotho Manjhis and I’arganails are, if necessary 
brought to justice; and if any one has to be excommunicated, his case 
is dealt with. Any matter, groat or small, may be brought forward by 
anyone ; if tho case cannot bo finally decided then, it is kept in abeyance 
till next year’s hunt. 

5)13. Tho re-admission of outcastes is as public as their excommunication. 

It, is effected by a ceremony called jam jati (i.e., 
llu. OK oro-Asm. . (>atinp om .- H y-ay hack to the tribe). When it 

is to he performed, tho village headman informs tho local Parganait, and 
the latter 12 other Parganait s, so that the news spreads over the whole 
countryside. The person who is to be re-admitted goes to the end of the 
village street carrying water in a loin with a twisted cloth round his neck 
to show that he is willing to bo led. After lie has acknowledged his trans- 
gression and hogged for pity, the most venerable Parganait present takes 
the lota from his hands and bows to tho sun. lie then rinses his mouth with 
a little of the water and passes it round to all leading men, who do tho same, 
After this they enter the village and go to tho courtyard of tho outcaste, 
where he washes their feet. All then sit down to a feast at which the 
outcaste serves them : he also pays the necessary foes, viz., Rs. 5 to every 
Parganait and to the village Manjhi. and one rupee to every other Manjhi. 
After the feast the old Parganait announces his restoration to brotherhood. 
They then dig a small hole, bury a lump of cow-dung in it and put a stone on 
top. thereby symbolizing that the man’s sin is buried for over. 

5)1 1. In the Patna State the Binjhals and Saharas have a curious belief 

that if a man is killed by a tiger his relatives 
casti's™" M0M T " K,1S A<1> ' lT become ipso facto impure. For both castes 

thcro is an elaborate coromony of purification 
which is performed by the officers of the caste Panchayat, viz., the Muri and 
Biswal in the case of Hinjhals and tho Biswal and Manjhi in the case of 
Saharas. The following account of tho ceremony among Hinjhals applies 
mutatis mutandis to the Saharas, the name of the officiating functionaries only 
being different. The family of the dead man first search for the body and bury 
it, or any portion they can find, near tho villngo site. They then observe a 
fast till the Muri comes and sprinkles the juice of the bija tree over their 
house and also over tho village roads and paths. After this, the household 
get out new pots and break their fast, but they remain excommunicated till 
duly purified. On tho morning of the day fixed for this ceremony, all their 
clothes are washed, and tho walls and floor of the house smeared with fresh 
earth and cowdung. The Biswal and Muri, accompanied by other members 
of the caste, then take the outcasted family to a stream or tank: the family 
is represented by one of its members, who is treated as the outcaste. He is 
shaved there completely, his male relatives are also shaved, and the females 
have their nails par.ed. They also bathe and put on new clothes. The Muri 
and Biswal make seven holes on the bank of the tank or stream, in each of 
which water, paddy, milk and flowers are placed. Seven lamps and seven 
heaps of rice are placed by them and the sun god is invoked: the outcaste and 
his family stand facing the sun. The Muri sacrifices seven fowls, and pours 
water seven times on the outcasto’s head. Water is also sprinkled over the 
bodies of the outcaste and his family, and some is poured into their hands and 
drunk by them, after which they fall at the feet of the caste fellows and 
remain prostrate till told by the elders to arise. After this, the Muri goes to 
the house again and sprinkles the holy water on the floor and roofs. The pro- 
ceedings end with a feast in the purified house, symbolizing re-entry into caste.' 

It is believed that the spirit of the dead man enters the tiger and that it 
will kill the head of the house unless the family is purified. The ceremony, 
it is said, propitiates the spirit, which' is then released from bondage. The 
basis of the superstition is probably however, that the family has offended 
the deity and that, for the sake of the community, they must be purified by 
means of an expiatory ceremony. If any Khonds are resident in a village 
where a man has been killed by a tiger, they also take action independently. 
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hi the centre of the street in which they live is a square wooden post, with 
the head roughly carved, which represents the earth god and is called Dharni 
or Judan. To it they make offerings, and neglect of its worship is a sin which 
renders them reliable to attacks from tigers. Formerly, when a man was 
killed by a tiger, they left the village and built new houses elsewhere. Now 
that the State has a system of forest conservancy, they are content to tear up 
the post, erecting another after an interval of a week or so. 

915. In Orissa the system of caste government follows a more or less 

uniform type. The lowest castes, and also the 
Hatuu castes, i.e., clean (mostly functional) castes, 
such as G auras and Gurias, that occupy an inter- 
mediate position in the social scale, have headmen called variously Behara(the 
commonest name), Padhan, Thanapati, etc., who exercise authority in caste 
matters over single villages or groups of two to six villages. Over them, again, 
are superior officials called Mahantas, Sardar Beharas, etc., with jurisdiction 
over large areas, e.g., fifty to sixty villages. The posts are hereditary: on 
succession, the new officer gives a feast to the castemen under him, the 
headmen of other groups and the superior officials. When they meet at this 
convivial gathering, they declare his succession is confirmed. Caste offences 
are dealt with in several ways according to their gravity, and the tribunal is 
not always confined to members of the caste. On receipt of a complaint, the 
headman calls a meeting of influential villagers belonging both to his caste and 
also to other castes, and decides the question in consultation with them: 
this meeting is called a Sabha. If the accused is opposed to having the 
case decided by this tribunal, the headman brings it up at a gathering of 
the caste on the occasion of some festival: this conclave is called Jati Sabha, 
i.e., a meeting of the caste. The accused is excommunicated till the Jati 
Sabha has given its verdict. If the issues are important, or if the offender 
disputes the decision of a Jati (Sabha, a Barhai Patak Sabha or general 
meeting of several castes (Brahmans, other high castes and clean low castes) 
is called. Its decision is final, and the people of all castes respect it. 

If an offender refuses to submit to the orders passed by the head- 
man at a Sabha or to the orders of the Jati Sabha, he is outcasted. If he 
disregards the decision of the general meeting (Barhai Patak Sabha), he is 
declared patit. i.e., out of Hindu society, and the village barber and washer- 
man cease to serve him. Fines are generally imposed for petty offences and 
expended in offerings to Jagannath or the village deity. Men guilty of 
serious offences have to provide the castemen with a feast or more than 
one feast. This entails heavy expense, as the number of men to be fed 
varies from 100 to 400. If an offender is poor, he may be permitted to 
feed only a few men and to pay a certain amount in cash. If he is so poor 
that he cannot make any payment, he falls prostrate before the assembly 
of caste people (Jati Sabha) and sorves each man with dantkathi vani, i.e., 
he gives each of them a stick for brushing his teeth and some water. This 
is regarded as an humiliating penance. Eacli caste has got a Brahman or 
Baishnab who makes the offei-ings to the deities. When a Jati Sabha is to 
he held, the money received up to date is made over to him. He then makes 
the offerings, brings the bhog (food offered to the deities), and distributes 
it to all the caste people, who eat it then and there. 

916. In Balasore the system appears to be moie like that of Bihar, 
ft is reported that low castes, such as Gaura, Tanti, Teli, Gokha, Kandra, 
etc., have each a Panchayat, which deals with all questions connected 
with caste government. The Panchayat consists of as many members as 
there are houses or families within its jurisdiction. A male member from each 
; family is sent as a delegate to it ; a minor is represented by an adult relative. 
It is invariably presided over by the, Behara or caste headman, who holds 
his title by hereditary right and *' is appointed, when necessary, by the 
religious preceptor or village landlord.” He is, in fact, the real authority, for 
all questions are referred to him in the first instance, and the Panchayat takes 
action only on his initiative. ‘He calls it together when a special meeting 
is necessary. Generally, however, the meetings are held when religious 
festivals or social ceremonies are celebrated, at which the members of the 
caste will naturally be present. 
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woman and her husband burnt to death. No evidence of this crime ever 
came to light. Again, a Goala in Gaya was suspected of joining in a dacoity. 
The caste awarded their own punishment without a word to the police. The 
offender had his hair cut and his face smeared with lime, and was paraded 
through the village seated on a donkey. The Panchayats also occasionally 
punish persons who have recourse to the courts instead of to their tribunals 
about matters which they are competent to deal with. As a case in point 
may be mentioned the experience of a Jolaha in Darbhanga, who was 
outcasted because, his daughter having been enticed away, he lodged 
information at the thana. More frequently, however, they simply bring 
pressure to bear on the complainant and make him or her withdraw the case. 
A (Jhamar in Monghyr, when drunk, attempted to ravish a woman, who 
informed the police. The Panchayat promptly outcasted the man for six 
months and thi'eatened to excommunicate her if she did not withdraw the 
charge. Their threat was effectual. 

938. Vengeance is also taken on members of the caste who venture to 
give evidence against a brother casteman, and they are not infrequently 
boycotted. A Namasudra in Dinajpur, who gave evidence for a Musalman 
against another Namasudra, was outcasted for 20 years. The clannishness of 
caste in this respect is well illustrated by the account of the Goalas of Nadia 
given by the District Census Officer, Mr. A. K. Ray : “ It is difficult to obtain 
evidence against a criminal offender from amongst his fellows, unless lie is 
also a social sinner, in which case it is given with alacrity. This was strongly 
brought out during the trial of some Goalas of Krishnagar for bad livelihood. 
They had terrorized over the neighbourhood for years : they had not only 
done so with impunity, but had punished those that dared to complain 
against them. So long as they did not touch the person or tho purse of a 
Goala, no evidence could be got. One of the party, however, fouled his nest, 
and retribution quickly followed. Although previously cases had failed for 
lack of local evidence, there was overwhelming evidence against the offender 
and his .gang on the present occasion, and about a dozen of them were suc- 
cessfully prosecuted.” 

A -striking case of a caste combining to defeat the ends of justice, 
which is reported from the same district, is of particular interest as shew- 
ing how severely unchastity in a woman, or even a suspicion of it, is 
punished and to what lengths a caste will go in enforcing its penalties. 
A young Kaibartta widow went away with her husband’s nephew and 
was suspected of unchastity. She and her only son were outcasted, and 
her property sold by her husband’s brothers. On her return home, the caste 
Panchayat declined to admit her to her home, and she had to bmld a hut on 
the outskirts of the village. But she was not allowed to live in peace even 
there. Her relatives felt that her living as an outcaste in the same village 
was a standing reproach to them, and requested the zamindar to evict her. 
When he refused to do so, they- put up the young rakes of the village to 
molest her in all possible ways. Eventually, they broke into her house at 
midnight and carried her from her bed to a field, where they outraged her. 
When she complained to the police of house-bi-eaking and rape, the caste 
people put the greatest obstacles in their way. The case was eventually 
sent up to trial but broke down, as the village being composed mostly of 
Kaibarttas, the villagers would not give evidence on her behalf. She was then 
prosecuted for bringing a false charge, but fortunately succeeded in obtaining 
an acquittal. 

939. On the other hand, there is a growing tendency for the courts to 
be referred to in the following cases : — (l) The caste council itself refer the 
parties to the Magistrate. (2) The Panchayat cannot enforce its decision 
and therefore sends up a case to the Magistrate, in order that the State may 
inflict a punishment. (3) The Magistrate is regarded as a court of appeal 
from the verdict of the Panchayat. (4) A man refuses to acknowledge the 
jm-isdiction of the Panchayat and proceeds against its members. In many 
cases when a Panchayat has a difficult or serious question to settle, they 
shrink from the responsibility and refer the parties to the Magistrate at once. 
Not infrequently they do this because they honestly realize that it is a case 
with which the courts should properly deal or with which it will more 
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adequately deal. Al other times they arc afraid of tlic consequences (o 
themselves, if (lie police discover l.licy have arrogated the powers of the* penal 
law. They are tlie more apt to alxlicate their functions, as the love of liti- 
gation spreads, for there in always the danger that an aggrieved party may 
prosecute them, c.a., I »v bringing a case of defamation against them. For 
the same reason drastic corporal punishment is now not so frequently indicted, 
as the man has only to ^o to (lie t.hana ami exhibit his injuries. When a 
case is referred to the courts by the I’anehayat, the Magistrate’s verdict is not 
always acquiesced in. In Midnapore, for instance, a (»oala was found in the 
house of a dareri girl at midnight. Doth the (Joalas and (lareris resolved to 
have the man prosecuted and to pronounce its verdict in accordance with the 
finding of t lie court. The ( loala was event ually acquitted, and t he ( Joalas took 
no action against him. The Garoris. however, went back on their word and 
oulcasted the girl. A distinction must of course be drawn between cases of 
this kind and those (of which a sketch will be given later) in which a caste 
combines with the police to clear out the black sheep of the community and 
establish a goixl name for itself. In such cases the i'anchayat gives every 
assistance to the police, and also mitcastes the offenders, so that he has both 
communal and legal punishment. 

S!t(). The second class of case occurs either when a I’anchayat passes 
sentence but cannot enforce it because of the contumacy of the offender, or 
when it realizes that a man cannot be made to resume a decent life unless dealt 
with by the law. In Patna, for example, a Teli was outcasted for having an 
intrigue with a widow, in spite of this, lie continued the liaison, and was 
eventually caught with the woman at midnight. Her mother and the other 
To! is handed him over to the police, and he was, as is usual in such cases, 
convicted of entering the house to commit theft. The third class consists of 
cases where the I’anehayat itself recognizes the law court as having appellate 
jurisdiction, and an appeal is made to the Magistrate with its concurrence : 
(lie device adopted is for the aggrieved party to bring a charge of defamation 
against a member of the caste. A curious illustration or such appeals is 
reported by a Magistrate* who served for some time in Singlihlmm. lie 
writes: — " (’barges of witchcraft are rat her common in Kollian. Generally 
the man or woman condemned and outcasted by the caste I’anchayat seeks his 
remedy in the criminal courts, and I have seen the whole village turning up at 
Ghaihasa to watch the result of the case. If the accused charged with defa- 
mation is convicted, then tin* villagers take it that the issue (as to whether 
the complainant is a witch or not) has been tried out in court, and, I believe, 
sin* is taken back to caste. If. on the other hand, the accused in the defa- 
mation case gets off through want of evidence, it is taken that the decision 
of the caste I’anchayat is confirmed, and the complainant has no further 
remedy." Tin* cases in which an appeal to the law courts is made without 
the consent of tin* I’anchayat are far more common, however, and. unfor- 
tunately for the system of caste government, are of growing frequency. In 
such cases the man who has been sentenced by the caste either honestly 
appeals to the court in order t.o clear himself nr seeks by hook or by crook to 
revenge himself on his fellow castomen. On the whole, the accessibility of 
the law courts is tending to weaken the system of caste self-government, 
and the pleader gains at the expenso of the I’anchayat. 

8!)1. An interesting example of the way in which the organization of a 
caste can be utilized in the interests of good administration is afforded by the 
history of a recent movement in Patna. In J 002 the Dosadhs. who have long 
been responsible for most of the dacoities in the district, held a mass 
meeting, at which two of their leaders impressed on them the shame of their 
bad name and the advantages of honesty. Their representations had effect, 
for it was resolved (?) that Dosadhs should not sell cows to butchers. (lY) that 
marriage in the saaai form should no longer be tolerated, (in) that Dosadhs 
who were in the habit ol thieving, and those convicted by the Magistrates, 
should not bo allowed to have any social dealings with other Dosadhs 
and ( iv ) that Dosadhs who violated these resolutions should not bo allowed to 
intermarry with those Dosadhs who observed them, dine or drink with them, 
or smoke from the same hookah. Meetings were held in every part of the 
district, and the movement spread even into Monghyr. The good resolutions 
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o£ the Dosadhs were adhered to for some time, largely owing to the sympathetic 
interest taken in the movement by the late Mr. A. V. Knyvett, c.i.e.. 
Deputy-Inspector General of Police. Not only did the Dosadhs bring social 
pressure to bear on the black sheep of the community, but they did not 
scruple to hand over to the police men who refused to live honest lives. 

Recently this movement has been revived. In 1909 the Dosadhs held a 
mass meeting, as a result of which 13 notorious bad charcters were banded 
over to the police with the request that proceedings might be taken against 
them under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code. Within 18 months 
crime had been reduced by half in the police-station in which this meeting 
took place. More recently, in December 1910. some 20 of the Dosadli Sardars 
had an interview with the Superintendent of Police, in which they invoked 
his assistance in their efforts to reform. They pointed out that formerly the 
Dosadhs had a reputation for honesty and were employed in positions of 
trust, for which they received jagirs. Nowadays, they were looked down 
upon for their dishonesty, their social status had been lowered, and they had 
lost their hereditary employment. It was agreed that the caste Sardars should 
appoint a headman for each police-station, who should hold meetings of the 
Dosadhs annually, that the caste itself should deal with dishonest Dosadhs 
without a criminal prosecution, and that when any Dosadh took to a life of 
crime, his fellow castemen should report to the headman, who would appoint 
a Panchayat to deal with the case. General meetings were also to be held 
annually to review progress and deliberate on future action. Similar meetings 
were held by the Goalas with equally satisfactory results. 

These movements are not due to outside influence, but to the initiative 
of the castes themselves. They are however spasmodic, the people’s interest 
gradually subsiding, especially if they receive no official encouragement. 
While they last, however, they do no little good in ranging potential criminals 
on the side of law and order. 

942. The principle that the caste is its own ruler is also acted on by the 

lower castes of Bihar so far as the Brahmans are 
concerned. Brahmans are rarely called in to 
assist in the deliberations of the caste councils, 
and, as a rule, are only consulted about purely religious matters, e.g ., the, reli- 
gious penances or expiatory offerings to be performed for religious offencfes. In 
any case, of course, they are referred to only by castes which are served by 
Brahmans. The caste considers itself quite competent to settle other questions, 
and passes its judgement according to its own traditions and customs. There 
cannot be clearer proof of the independence of the low castes than the fact 
that if the caste Panchayat has readmitted a man into caste, the Brahman 
has no power to brand him as an outcaste, however flagrant his offence 
according to Brahmanic scriptures. In this and other respects the caste 
councils are true to the dictum of Narada — “ Custom decides everything and 
overrides scriptural law.” 

In Orissa the caste councils do not seek ordinarily the advice of 
Brahmans, but they are invariably called in when a case of gobadha or cow- 
killing occurs. There is a special expert on the question, called Purana 
Pandit. He is a Brahman, versed in the rules of the Sastras about the 
treatment of cows, who is appointed by the zamindar to decide gobadha 
questions in certain localities. Gobadha it may be explained, is not confined 
to the deliberate killing of cows. If a cow dies for want of proper treatment 
and care, or with a rope round its neck, it is tantamount to cow-killing. In 
such cases the owner calls a meeting of the Brahmans, to which the Purana 
Pandit and leading members of other castes are summoned. They decide 
whether the death amounts to cow-killing and, if so, how prayaschitta 
should be performed. 

In Bengal the Brahmans appear to lee more frequently consulted than in 
Bihar, their advice being sought on difficult and knotty questions. There 
appears also to be a tendency for Panchayats in some parts to hold that 
offences inquire penance according to the Saslras, in which case a vyavashtha, 
t.e., a ruling on the nature of. the offence and the expiation required, has to be 
obtained from a Pandit. Scriptural law is thus followed instead of caste 
custom. This process appears to have gone very far among the Namasudras of 
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Dinajpur. It is reported that if the decision of the Pradhan. or headman of 
the village, is not accepted by other Pradhans in the Samaj. a reference is 
made to the priests of the community and their decision is final. In serious 
matters the isamasudra priests are consulted before a decision is arrived at 
by the Panchayat ; and where the Pradhans and the priests cannot decide 
what do do, they refer to Brahman Pandits. The Pandits, it is said, can set 
aside the judgement of the Pradhans by quoting the authority of the Sastras. 
Among the higher castes, such as the Brahmans and Kayasths, the opinion 
of the priests who minister to them is seldom sought in caste disputes. 
Though they are bound to be consulted about religious ceremonies, their social 
position is a low one, the calling of a priest being looked down upon because 
it involves the acceptance of petty gifts. 

943. In Bengal there is a tendency for the Panchayat system to be 

supplanted by the practice of referring disputes to 
the local zamindar. A powerful landlord is, in 
any case, in a very strong position, for he usually has the barbers and washer- 
men, if not also the priests, under his thumb. A sentence of excommunica- 
tion cannot be given full effect to without their co-operation ; and, on the 
other hand, the zamindar can coerce his tenants by ■ ordering them to 
withhold their- services. He can thus either act independently or confirm the 
Panchayat’s sentence. He can enforce it by means of his barkandazes as well 
as by forbidding the priests, barbers and washermen to serve a recalcitrant 
cultivator. Further, the landlord or his agent frequently acts as an arbiter 
both in social disputes and also in purely casto matters : their adjudication is 
a source of income which is not easily foregone. One correspondent writes 
that where the zamindar is a man of ancient lineage, he is often the refereo in 
the social, caste and religious disputes even of the Brahmans, though not a 
Brahman himself. “ Where his position and wealth far outweigh those of his 
neighbours, his voice prevails, although not in defiance of. or in antagonism 
to, the opinion of the Pandits ; to their credit, it should be said, Sastric 
quotations are available to meet all ordinary emergencies. His authority does 
not however extend beyond the village or group of villages owned or adminis- 
tered by him. An offender who refuses to bow to the judgement of his fellow 
Brahmans seeks refuge in a distant place far away from the local zamindar’s 
influence and so escapes altogether. More often, however, ho keeps quiet for 
a while, and absonts himself from the village whilst his friends and relatives 
propitiate the zamindar. They eventually got him to connive at his offence, 
and he thus escapes punishment.” 

In Orissa the zamindars occasionally appoint agents of their own to deal 
with offences against caste rules on thoir estates. A Bohara. for instance, is 
sometimes appointed by the zamindar for his Kcwat tenants ; this officer 
rocoives a foe of four annas for every marriage. Where Dhobas are numerous, 
tho zamindar appoints, though rarely, a similar functionary or more than one. 
In this latter casto the Bohara gets a number of perquisites, receiving tho 
fines imposod, fees for marriages, for prayasclnlta ceremonies, for readmission 
of outcastos. etc. All these are divided between the Jati (caste) Bohara and 
tho zamindari Bohara. 
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offenders against rules. Among other things, they 
ing money ns trust funds: they kept the principal 
interest to the beneficiary named in the grant, 
guilds came into prominence just when they did 
was at that period that the Buddhists arose, who reached the acme of their 
power in the third century B. C.. and were important for a thousand years 
afterwards, In accordance with this fact stands, too. the special [imminence 
of guild-life, in the eastern part of India, the home of Buddhism. As the 
Buddhists placed the warrior caste before the priest caste and gave 
unrestricted freedom to the third estate, it is not wonderful that guild-life is 
characteristic of a Buddhistic environment. The same, however, is true in 
regard to the Jains, a rival heretical sect, which also arose in tho sixth 



CASTK tinVKUNMKNT. 


• 18 !) 


century l ».l lienee it is that", on tin* one hand. o;i rly Buddhistic literatim), 
from ooO U.t'. onwards. teems with references to tiit> guilds and speaks of tin* 
heads of guilds as of (he highest social position, while, on (he other hand, 
the seat of gu ild -power to-i|ay is still found among the , Inins (the Buddhists 
having left ludiah and specially among the descendants of those who claim 
to have come originally from t In* eastern seat of Ihiddhisfie and .Inin 
culture.”* 

I.V The guilds still maintain t!n*ir existence in Bombay. ( » it jurat and 
partsof Noitlmm India. In Central India toothe Musahnati Bins) is, or water- 
carriers. are said to form a striet guild. initiation into which is marked hy 
the assumption of an apron of red doth, tied round the waist, which is 
known as tin* luntji of Khwnjn Khir.r. The Ithistis have a common hdief in 
Khwnjn Kliir.r. the pod of the waters, and are said to have certain tests, 
hy which they can recognize a ns-inher of the loot Imrhood : the tests are 
helievasl to he conn »ct« d with tin* number of straps hy which the vumnahli 
or wnter-hnp is suspended. the length of the strap which ties its month, 
etc. Should a Bhisti die in poveity, his follow Ithistis are hound to help 
his orphan son and start him in life hv piovidiup him a water-bag ; it is said 
that children may often he se,m with a tiny water-hap. which the members 
of the puild nave piven him in order to comply with the letter, hut not the 
spirit, of the unwritten law.t No siteh puild can he traced in Itenpal. Ilihnr 
and Orissa, thouph sone* Ithistis ate found, win* say that their forefathers 
observed stieh customs when limy first came to this part of India, and that 
tlmy have |onp npo piven them up. The red apron and the veneration of 
of Khwnjn Khnrir are all that they appear to nave in common with the Ithistis 
Nortlmm India. 

Phi. In iti-npal and Miliar, the ami, ml home of hoth linddiiistn and 
dniuisin. pnilds in tii<- pr»p *r o'li'" **f the word are now unkown. The 
only mention of anything like tut oipanivcd trade puild that I can find occurs 
in the ilisimrsivearcoimt piven hy Mr. M**ii«* «.f ,*» journey throiiph Orissa, which 
he undertoi*.; under the orders of Lord Olive, in 1 7(5) » : — “ The hearers in 
Oaieutta form a cutninonwealth, tin* nn».t politic in the world. They have a 
president, and hold fre<pient council**, in which eveiythinp is su tiled for the 
grv-i| of tin* community ; and when any resolution is formed, neither stripes 
m*r bonds must cause anv ni"iiiher to recede : if lie does, he is banished nh 
nrts et uurtf. Tin* air of Itenpal has surprising et.eet on them ; for at homo 

they are report e I hv their neighbour** to is* the greatest on earth. 

whereas in a foreign country tlmy are trust. -d with everything. It is true 
they have hv-laws, which make it almost impossible to detect them in cast* 
of robbery ; for, fir-t. a hearer is top-rjure himself rather than accuse another, 
save to the president and council ; and. secondly, they will suffer none hut 
brethren to enter tlmir houses, pretending that tin* profane will defile them. 
They have gained tleur present ascendance hy taking advantage of the heat of 
the climate and tin* indolence of t he Knglisii ; for if a person incurs tin* dis- 
pleasure of this worshipful society, lie may walk till he dies of a fever. 1 
have known them carry their authority so far, as to film a poor gentleman 
for accidentally spitting in his servant's face, though it had no other conse- 
quence than obliging him to wash before he ate. But. the society regarding it 
as an in«u!t. he must submit, neglect bis business or broil in the sun.|” 

J)f7. At the present time the guild Inis been merged in t lie caste. 
Artisan castes, it is true, fix trade holidays, and also lay down rules regarding 
the traditional occupation, and enforce their observance. 1 myself have had 
a case before me in which the Kascrns or braziers of a town bad united 
to keep the last day of the month as a holiday, and outcast ed one industrious 
soul who ventured to break tlm rule. Among the functional castes encroach- 
ment on the privileges of others — ** misappropriation of hint ” as it. is styled — 
is severely dealt with. A Barhi or carpenter must not make ploughs for a 
villager for whom another Barhi works. A llajjam or barber must stick to 
liifi own clients : in one case a llajjam was out east oil for working for a man 
who bad already dismissed another Ifajjam. A Clinmnr must, not take the 
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carcases of cattlo that another Cliamar lias a recognized right to, and the 
Chamarin, who works as a midwife, must attend only the women of the 
families that her family customarily attends. Dorns, Chamars and Ilalal- 
khors in some parts oven sell, mortgage or givo in dowry their horeditary 
rights. Among thorn the Panehayat or easto council has such power, that 
it may ordor a general strike and outeasto any one who ventures to work 
in defiance of its orders. The adoption of another occupation also involves 
punishment, hut only when it is considered a degrading employment, such 
as making or soiling shoes. Apart from such instances there is little or 
none of the corporate lifo of a trade guild, and no nttompt to fix wages or 
rogidato hours of work — much loss any combination of different castes that 
havo the same trade or handicraft. The functional castes now deal mainly 
with broaches of caste customs regarding morality, marriage and commen- 
sality, but to a cortain extent also with disputes and quarrels among their 
members. The absence of co-oporation in trade and industrial matters is 
largely duo to the sub-castes having soparato Panchayats. Each sub-caste 
is mainly interested in keeping itself separate from others, as regards 
coinmensality and marriage, instead of co-operating in matters affecting their 
common occupation. Decentralization has furthor resulted in the weakening 
of the authority of the higher functionaries, who formerly exercised juris- 
diction over large areas. The individual Panchayats have thus assumed a 
purely local character, and there is consequently little cohesion among the 
various units in each caste or sub-caste. 


9-iS. In concluding this account of caste government a reference may 

be made to the part played by co-operative credit 
Co- on. hath i. Cru.ruT Soc-ii.tiks. soc ; e fcj ( , s j„ the moral and social life of the people. 

This movement is in its infancy, but the societies which have been started have 


considerable vitality, and are already beginning to discharge functions which 
formerly wore vested in the caste Panchayats. The reason for this is not far 
to seek. The village societies being associations formed on the basis of 
unlimited liability, the instinct of self-preservation makes it necessary for the 
members to exercise caution not only in the admission of new members and 


in grant of loans, but also in the elimination of bad characters, thediscoUrage- 
mont of wasteful habits and the enforcement of thrift. Their influence 


is especially felt in two directions, viz., the reduction of expenses on 
social ceremonies, and the arbitration of disputes. “ A society,” writes 
Mr. d- M. Mitra, Registrar. Co-operative Societies, Bengal, “is allowed to lend 
for any purposes which the Panchayats think necessary, and a member would 
naturally go to his society for a loan for marriage or sraddha expenses. The 
members of the society know the applicant’s worth and how much he ought 
to spend on a social ceremony. They will naturally not be over-anxious to 
have feasts at his expense, because if he becomes insolvent, they will have 
to “ stump up ” for him. It is for this reason that societies cut down applica- 
tions for loans for social ceremonies.” One society went further and actually 


intervened to arrange marriages for some of its members. These were old 
men who could not afford to pay the heavy bride price demanded by their 
caste fellows. The society thinking that it was high time they were married, 
negotiated with the brides' fathers to reduce their prices, and gave the would- 
be bridegrooms loans to enable them to pay them. The knowledge that 
litigatiog leads to indebtedness is also instrumental in causing cases to be 
referred to the village societies for settlement instead of to the law courts : 
in some instances also Magistrates refer disputes to the societies’ Panchayats 
for settlement. In several of the societies in Cuttack the Panchayats, by 


common consent, take up petty local cases, levy small fines and place them 
in a fund which is devoted to village improvements. In Midnapore the 
societies decided 112 village disputes in a year. In some societies no member 
is allowed to go to court without first consulting the members. 

Numerous other examples might be given of the influence exercised by 
the co-operative credit societies in social matters, but a few instances will 
suffice. In one society a member was fined Re. 1 for assaulting his aged 
mother. Another expelled a member for eloping with his neighbour’s wife. 
In ICalimpong it was decided at a general meeting to smoke only tobacco and 
not cigarettes ; the cigarette-smoker was to be fined. A S&ntal society 
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decided that the members should not spend money in brewing or drinking 
packwai. In another society two members were fined Rs. 5 each for mortgag- 
ing their lands surreptitiously and their loans were called in. The members 
meekly paid the fines and returned the loans, and wero then expelled. In 
the words of Mr. W. H. Buchan, i.c.s., late Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 
Bengal. “ It is not a credulous optimism that reads in facts like these the 
promise of economic regeneration and of a village life invigorated and made 
healthier in all its relations.*” 

CASTE GOVERNMENT AMONG THE MUHAMMADANS. 

949. None of the Musalman groups approach so closely to the Hindu 

caste system with its numerous restrictions as the 
Jolahas. The extent to which they are permeated 
by the idea of caste cannot be better illustrated than by a sketch of the 
constitution of their community in Shahabad.f Here every group of Jolahas 
is ruled by a Panchayat, which has jurisdiction over 10 to 50 houses. Its 
sphere is usually conterminous with a village, but should there be only a few 
.Jolaha families in the neighbourhood, it may extend over several villages. 
At its head is the Sardar or headman, who presides at its meetings and is 
assisted by the Chharidar, who acts as an executive officer. These two 
officers are appointed by election, the electors being the Jolahas over whom 
each Panchayat has jurisdiction. The posts are coveted as they carry with 
them a certain dignity and position, and the candidates canvass from door to 
door. The successful candidate celebrates his election by giving a feast 
to the caste-men, or to paupers and beggars, at which the blessings of 
the saints are invoked. In a majority of cases the ceremony of Milad 
Sharif is perf&rmed. This is a semi-religious function, at which two men 
recite in turn tho virtues and attributes of the Prophet Muhammad. At 
the conclusion of the ceremony, sweets are distributed to all present. Some- 
times, also, the new member makes a contribution towards the expenses of 
lighting the local mosque. 

950. When an offence is committed against the unwritten law of the 
Jolahas, a complaint is made to the Chharidar, who in his turn, reports the 
matter to the Sardar. The Sardar then orders the Chharidar to convoke a 
meeting of the Panchayat : this is generally held at the house of the Sardar. 
The Sardar, the Chharidar and other members of the Jolaha community, the 
complainant and the accused, all attend. The proceedings begin with a 
common meal, a humble feast at which dal bhat is eaten, toddy is drunk and 
hookahs are smoked. The feast being over, evidence is taken, and the 
Panchayat discusses its value and decides on a verdict, which is delivered 
by the Sardar. When the Panchayat has divergent opinions as to the guilt or 
innocence of the accused, the matter is referred to four or five Sardars of 
neighbouring Panchayats. This court of appeal is final. 

The nature of the ohences dealt with by this tribunal shows clearly how 
far the Jolahas have assimilated the Hindu ideas about caste. In the first 
place it deals, and deals severely, with any man who ventures to marry into 
another caste. “ The Jolahas,” writes my correspondent, “will rather give 
their daughters in wedlock to a lazy, worthless, penniless and consumptive 
boy, belonging to their own caste, who will die the day after marriage, and 
leave the girl an unfortunate widow all her life, than marry her to a well-to-do. 
good-looking and stout youth of another caste.” A childless Jolaha cannot 
even adopt as his son and heir a child of another caste Widow marriage is 
also a - serious offence, the punishment for which is permanent excommu- 
nciation in rural areas : in towns it is treated more leniently. In rural areas 
no respectable Jolaha will give his widowed daughter in marriage, even if 
she is still within her teens, for fear of being ostracised. Eating pork is a 
grave offence, and all breaches of the marriage law are severely dealt with. 

0 This account of Co-operative Credit Societies has been compiled from a note kindly contributed by 
Mr. J. M. Mitra, Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal, and from the Report on Co-operative Credit 
Societies in Beuga' for 1910-11. 

t This account is prepared from a note contributed by Maulvi Mulinnn,, 1 ‘ i«w Probationary 
Deputy Collector, Arrah. 

■ ’7‘^P’r-v 
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Other offences of which the Panchayat takes cognizance a re refusal to 
maintain a wife and children, ill-treatment of parents, eating or drinking 
with an outcaste. failure to attend the social or religious functions performed 
by caste-fellows without any reasonable cause defaming a caste-fellow, 
refusal to contribute to a fund raised by the Panchayat ( e.g ., for sinking a 
well or erecting a mosque), and potty quarrels and disputes. Jt also punishes 
any Jolaha who takes to the degrading occupation of a sweeper or cobbler. 
Otherwise there are no restrictions on occupations. A Jolaha may be a 
cultivator, a trader, a hawker, a washerman, a driver of a ticca gharry, 
a menial servant, a tailor, a cook, a money-lender, a vegetable vendor or 
a gardener. 

951. The punishments awarded by the Panchayat vary from petty fines 
to total ostracism. Grave offences, such as kidnapping, abduction, elope- 
ment, adultery, eating, drinking or smoking with an outcaste, marrying into 
the family of an outcasto, and unchastity in a woman, are punished by 
permanent outcasting. The outcasto is debarred from all social rights 
and privileges. No Jolaha will eat, drink or smoko with him. He is 
not allowed to join in thoir ceremonies ; no one will buy the cloth of 
his looms. The penalty may extend to an innocent relative, and cases 
are known of the latter committing suicide, preferring death to social 
isolation. In less serious cases temporary ostracism, i.e., the suspension of 
all social rights and privileges for a certain period, is the punishment 
generally resorted to. When an offender is taken back into his caste by the 
permission of the Panchayat, ho has to perforin prescribed ceremonies 
to celebrate his reinstatement. Sometimes a feast is given to all the 
caste-men, while sometimes the ceremony of Mtlad Sharif is performed in 
the presence of all the caste-men. Corporal punishment is inflicted .as a 
penalty for minor offences on those persons who are too poor to pay any fine, 
and on juvenile ohenders, but never on females. Petty thefts, treating 
respectable members of the caste with disrespect, or abusing them, are 
the chief offences for which a Jolaha youth is liable to corporal punish- 
ment. The punishment is carried out by the Chharidar, who uses a stick 
made out of the stem of the leaves of a palm-tree. The youth is whipped 
with this on the buttocks in the presence of the caste-men. One curious 
form of punishment is as follows : The guilty man has to carry an old shoe 
in his teeth three or four times round the assembly. This is regarded as a 
particularly 'degrading and humiliating sentence. Fines are imposed for 
minor offences on those who can pay them, the amount varying from 8 annas 
to Rs. 10. The Chharidar either realizes the fine at once, or the man, 
if he cannot pay it on the spot, is given time ranging from a week to three 
months. It is the duty of the Chharidar to realize all fines and to see that 
there are no long-standing arrears. Ho coercion is employed, or required, for 
the penalty of non-payment is outcasting. Refusal to obey other orders of 
the Panchayat is also met by outcasting, which is generally sufficient to 
reduce a man to abject submission. The barber, the washerman, the cobbler, 
the sweeper and even the village Dhunia are strictly forbidden to work for 
him. He is generally boycotted : the villagers cease to buy from him if he 
is a trader, to borrow money from him, or pawn their ornaments to him, if 
he is a money-lender, to purchase his cloth if he is a weaver, etc. 

952. The Chharidar has to account to the Panchayat for all the fines 
realized, for their expenditure and for the balance. In most Panchayats no 
accounts are kept in writing, but where the members can read and write, account 
books are kept up. The proceeds form a fund, which is put to good use. 
It is utilized for the necessary expenses of the mosque, e.g., for keeping a 
lamp burning every night, for earthen water-pots, ropes for drawing water 
from the well, repairs, the purchase of books of sermons, the pay of the 
Muazzin, and a subsistence allowance for the Imam who conducts the prayers. 
Beggars are fed, and aid is also given to any poor Jolaha, e.g., his funeral 
expenses are met or a contribution is made to his marriage expenses, or 
he is given money to help him to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. Sometimes, 
too, an allowance is given to a Hafiz t.e., a man who has committed the 
whole Koran to memory and recites texts from it in the mosque every night 
during the month of Ramzan. The fund is also drawn upon for giving a 
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feast to all casto-men on religious occasions, such as Id , Bakr-Id. and 
Hhnbi-barui, and for the purchase of mats for the Panchayat members to 
sit on at meetings. 

A similar organization is reported in other districts. In Darbhanga 
there is a central Panchayat at the. headquarters station which exorcises 


jurisdiction over all the others. 

5)53. The Panchayat system also prevails among other functional groups. 

Thus, the Dlmnias and Kunjras of North Bihar 
OniKn nwenoxAi. unorrs. have permanent headmen, called Manjans, who 

call Panchayats to deal with and punish moral delinquencies. In Central 
Bengal the council consists of a President, called Mandal, ancl several 
members, called Pradhans whose number varies from 4 to 15. Vacancies 


both among Mandals and Pradhans are filled by the remaining Pradhans 
electing a successor. Factions are common, and one village may have more 
than one Panchayat. Complaints are made to the Mandal, who passes 
sentence after consulting the Pradhans. Excommunication, finos, feasts 
and corporal punishments are the usual punishments. The fines are paid into 
a fund for the maintenance of the village mosque and the celebration of 
religious ceremonies. 

5)54. The Sheikhs of Bihar have, as a rule, no regular organization or 

governing body. Should anything occur calling 
suMKiix. for communal action, complaint is made to the 

elders, who hold a meeting ( miijlis ). at which the principal members of the 
community attend. As among Hindu castes, sentences of ostracism arc 
passed, or the culprit is ordered to provide a feast or be beaten. In Purnea 
their affairs are regulated bv a Sardar. whose post is generally hereditary. 
With the spread of education of recent years, there has been a tendency 
to abolish the system of hereditary Sardars in favour of referring disputes to 
the local zamindars or other men of position and influence. 

In Eastern Bengal the system resembles that which is falling into desue- 
tude in Purnea, for there is a regular body of ollice bearers. In Dinajpur 
there is a headman, called Mahat, over the Sheikh congregation of the Jama 
Mapp'd. He decides their petty quarrels, sees that they attend the mosque 
regularly and presides at. burials and feasts. When the congregation is 
largo, the Mahat has one or more assistants. The post, of Mahat is generally 
hereditary, but if there is no male heir to a deceased Mahat, a now Mahat is 
elected by the people from among themselves. Serious cases, such as 
adultery or keeping a concubine, arc adjudicated upon by tho local Mahat 
and those of the neighbouring Jamas, sometimes assisted by a Mnulvi 
or Mullah. In Bajshahi there is a governing body for each Sheikh 
community, consisting of two or three men, who arc called Pradhan or 
Mandal and hold office by hereditary right. Elsewhere, e.q., in Pabnn, the 
Panchayat consists of Pradhans or Paramaniks or Sardars, who are simply 
village elders or men of prominence. The offences of which cognizance 
is taken are mostly tho eating of forbidden food, the adoption of a degrad- 
ing occupation and offences against morality or decency. Fines are inflicted, 
and a defaulter is boycotted. None, eat or smoke with him, and he is not 
allowed to join the congregation in tho Jama Mas j id. The fines are utilized in 
providing a common feast, in meeting the expenses of the mosque, in giving 
presents to Maulvis and Mullahs, etc. In Bogra, there is no organized com- 
mittee, but when a man commits any offence, the principal villagers meet 
in the mosque, where ho is called on to explain the allegations against 
him. If adjudged guilty, lie is called upon to perform the tob i ceremony, 
which consists of thrice uttering that word in tho presence of tho 
assembly, by way of penance, and undertaking never to repeat the offence. 
Ho is also required to pay a fine, called Icafirct, ranging from a, few rupees 
to a large sum, which is deposited with tho Imam to be spent on some 
charitable or religious purpose. 

955. In tho city of Dacca the authority of a general Panchayat is recog- 
„ ri nized by all Musalmans except members of the 

he gknerae^ AN ciiAYAT of Ashraf class. Tho following account of this sys- 

tem has boon contributed by Mr. H. M. Cowan, 
i.e.s., Additional District Magistrate of Dacca, who prepared it with the 
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assistance of Khan Nabob Muhammad Azam, Nuperintondont of tho Malinin 
Sanlars. 

The Muliaininadan Pauuhaynt organization of Dacca in a system for the 
decision of disputes between members of the Muliaininadan community, 
except the Aaliraf class. For this purpose, the whole city in divided into 
groups, each group being identical with a municipal ward. Within each 
group are several local sub-groups known ns mahala s or tolas , the boundaries 
of which correspond to those of a lane or street. There is not much difi’or- 
onoo bet ween a mahala and a tola , hut generally it may be said that the 
Muhammadan residents of mahnlns are called Khnsbas and consist of hhnn- 
siimns, tailors, etc., white those of a tola are called Kat-i and consist more of 
the labouring classes, such as masons, etc. Kaoli mahaln nr tola has a Pan- 
chayat consisting of practically all members of the Muhammadan community 
living in the mahala or tola. Over each Panchayat there is a Sardar. who is 
elected for life hv the Panchayat. When death creates a vacancy, a descendant 
of the deceased Sardar has preference, other things being equal, over another 
man. Thedutvof the Sardar isto look after t he mosque of | he mahala in which 
he resides, hear the grievances of those living under him, arrange Tor burials 
and marriages, see to the character of those living in his mahala, convene 
the Panchayat when necessity arises and preside over its deliberations. Over 
all the Sanlars is a Superintendent elected by them. The Panchayat of a 
mnh i la or tola may be called on to deliberate on any point affecting tho com- 
munity, A member desiring a decision from the Panchayat applies to the 
Sardar. If any one complains to the Superintendent direct or to the Nn wab 
of Dacca, the Superintendent and the Xnwab send the petitions to tho local 
Sardar. and the latter, by means of a messenger known as tho florid , calls tho 
members of the Panchayat together on a fixed date. On that date as many 
as choose assemble, live const ituting a quorum, and decide the case by vote 
after hearing both sides. No written decision is required, but generally a 
note is made by some literate member and kept for reference in case of an 
appeal. If tho dispute is between men of different mahnlus or tolas, and 
they cannot agree as to which Panchayat shall try the case, a reference is 
made to the Superintendent and he decides where the case shall he heard. 

1)56. If the parlies are not satisfied with i he decision of the Panchayat. 
they can appeal ro the Superintendent, and he arranges Tor a Dench consist- 
ing of four Sanlars or any four consecutive mahnlas on his list of Sardars 
(2j four Sardars of any four consecutive tolas on his list of tolas, and 
(3) a member of the Provincial Muhammadan Association, who lias a 
casting vote. The only restriction is that these nine men must belong to the 
same group or ward as the parties. The constitution of this Pencil or 
appellate court is interesting. Formerly appeals were decided by Sardars. 
The Dench, which has been in existence only about ten years, owes 
its origin to a desire to link together the main las and tolas. The presence of 
a member of tho Provincial Muhammadan Association is a recent innovation, 
which shows an attempt to link up the local organization, consisting chiefly of 
common people, with the members of a central organization consisting of 
educated gentlomen. The presence of a member of the Provincial Muham- 
madan Association on tho Dench brings a more highly trained mind to assist 
in tho docision of a dispute which, owing to its complexity or any other 
cause, has not been satisfactorily decided by the local Panchayat. The Bench 
makes a record of its decision, which is kept by the Superintendent in his 
office at Ahsan Munzil. the residence of the Xawab of Dacca. If the 
decision of tho Bonch is not satisfactory, there is a further appeal to the 
Moti-iiJ-Islam Panchayat or Full Dench, which consists of the Superintendent 
and all tho Sardars : ten constitute a quorum, and the Superintendent has 
a casting vote. A Full Dench decision is final. It may also be convened 
for general purposes, such as tho levy of a subscription for some public 
object, etc., but such meetings are rare. 

957. Litigation in these courts of arbitration, as they may be termed 
is not expensive. In the original court the plaintiff is expected to provide 
money sufficient to supply the members present with tobacco and van. 
Otherwise, there are practically no expenses. Execution of judgement is 
effected by moral' suasion or the pressure of public opinion. In rare cases, 
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Caste restrictions. 


where this is not sufficient, it is reinforced by excommunication of 
the recalcitrant culprit. During excommunication the sinner is precluded 
from all social intercourse, and any otic having dealings with him is himself 
liable to the same penalty. Esprit de corps is sufficient to ensure a penalty 
being carried out, and it is usually so disagreeable as to induce a con- 
tumacious Musalman to obedience, on which the ban is withdrawn. The 
majority of cases between Musalmans are settled in these Panchayats, 
but a large number are also settled amicably by the Nawab of Dacca 
or by the Superintendent. As for the appellate courts. 24 cases were 
decided by the Bench and 4 cases by the Full Bench dui'ing six months 
in 1911. 

958. There is properly no caste system among the followers of the 

Prophet. All are on a religious equality ; they 
meet and worship in the same mosque, and 
they have got the same Maulvis and Mullahs. In practice, however, they 
are divided into distinct groups, which are socially separate. Occupation, 
transmitted from generation to generation, has given rise to divisions 
as characteristic as those of the Hindu functional castes. The Nikaris are 
fishermen, the Naluas are bamboo-mat makers, the Kulus are oil-pressers, 
the Jolahas are weavers, the Dhawas are wood-splitters and palhi- bearers, 
the Dliobas are washermen, the Dhunias are cotton-carders, and the Hajjams 
are barbers. No intermarriage is permitted between the different groups. 
A man who takes a wife from a lower group is degraded to it, while his 
children must marry in it. There are also restrictions on eating together, 
though, according to their religion, a Musalman cannot be degraded by 
taking food from another of a lower status. In spite of these principles, a 
Sheikh will not eat with a Jolaha or Kulu in a ceremonial feast, and 
other groups will only dine with follow members. On the other band, 
there is a tendency for the functional groups to call themselves Sheikhs, a 
generic name which is coming into use aB a designation for all but Saiyads, 
Mughals and Pathans. In some parts this has gone so far, that Sheikh is said 
to be a name for the main caste, while the functional groups are referred to 
as Sheikh sub-castes. This in itself serves to show how far the Musalmans 
of Bengal have assimilated Hindu ideas. 
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959. In, the Bengal Census Report of 1901 Mr. Gait referred to Monsieur 
Senart’s theory that endogamy is the true test of caste, in other words, that 
the sub-caste should be regarded as the true caste. The hypothesis on which 
Senai-t’s theory is founded is that the caste name is merely a general term 
including a number of true castes following the same occupation. Mr. Gait 
pointed out that the ^instance of Baniya quoted by Senart was scarcely a 
case in point, because it is a functional designation and not the name of a 
caste. The' various groups such as Agarwala, Oswal, etc., included under it 
are, in fact, not sub-castes, but true independent castes. He showed that in 
Bengal castes are split up into a number of sub-castes and that it would be a 
misuse of the term ‘ caste ’ to apply it to the minor groups. “ The caste sys- 
tem is no doubt closely bound up with endogamy, but the two things are not 
identical. The general conclusion indicated by an examination by the system 
of subcastes seems to be that although, at any given time, a caste is seen to 
be split up into numerous separate groups that have no special connection with 
each other, the fact that they are all included in the same ‘ caste, ’ and the 
theory of a common origin which this term connotes, holds them together in 
some indefinable way. In certain circumstances different groups will coalesce, 
while in other circumstances fresh sub-castes will spring into existence, and 
in any case the restrictions on marriage in the case of the smaller unit are far 
less rigid than they are in the case of the larger one.” 

960. In the following paragraphs it is proposed to examine the consti- 
tution of a few of the most heterogeneous castes that can be found in Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa, to which, if to any, the principle enunciated by Senart 
would apply. At the same time, the opportunity will be taken to mention 
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eases in which now nuh-cant ch an* in tin* process of formation and to give a 
brief sketch of certain new easl.es flint ha v<» been discovered ami of thoir 
origin. 

It. will In* seen that, fhi> primps making up a caste have vary different 
oripiiiH. In many rant's tlm distinction in territorial. and tln> modern name 
often eommef.iornl.es some old anil forpotleii roimtry, c.y., Mngahiya refers to 
tlm anrient I ttidd hist kingdom of Magatilin, and Naptaprami to the ancient 
metropolis of Naptaprnm or Safpaoit. Another territorial designation is 
daiswnr, which means an inhabitant of dais, once a Hhar stronphold and 
mnv a small town in (lie Uni Bareli district of the United Provinces. In 
Bihar it is a common name for the snh-castes of different castes and in 
particular of a Kurmi suh-easte. In Bengal it is a self-assumed title of the 
(Jhamars. who adopt it as a patent of respect ability, thinkinp that it will 
associate or identify them with the clean and respectable Kiirmis. .Some 
suh-eastes are accretions from other groups, while others owe their origin 
to the adoption of new occupations, or to diversity of practice in the same 
oecupat ion, or to changes in social customs. Those and other causes lead to 
gradations of rank for which there is often m> intelligible reason, and some- 
times end in the creation of an entirely new caste. Kvcn the outcastes fonn 
• themselves into castes and have higher and lower grades. Thus, the Knllnrs 
of Bhagalpur are divided into two sections called Chhasera and Dasera. The 
former, it is said, lost caste in the famine of I Stiff, when rice sold at (5 soars 
per rupee and claim to be superior to the Busoni, who were so feeble as to 
lose caste 10 years later when rice was no dearer than 10 seers per rupee. 

It should lie added that Hindus themselves use some names as generic 
designations, notably for fishing castes, in Bengal, the nomenclature is 
sometimes exei efliugly loose. Members of fishing castes, having the same 
occupations, will call themselves indifferently .laliva, Tiyar, Kowat or Knibartta 
or a combination of these names, such as .laliya Tiyar, Tiyar Knibartta or 
Tiyar Kowat. In Bihar, again. Mnehhua is a generic name used for fishermen 
belonging to five separate castes, viz., Bind, Gonrhi. Tiyar. Sorahiya and 
Banpar. but some think that it is a caste name and that these five castes 
are merely sub-castes. 

11(51. In Bengal at the present time differentiation of occupation is the 
most fruitful source of fission, new groups being formed by it either into 
sub-castes or separate castes ; it is often difficult to distinguish the two. A 
recent writer well describes this process, which he calls '‘upward economic 
movement and consequent social differentiation .” “There is always visible 
an upward economic movement in a prospering community. Thus it comes to 
divide itself according to the following groups, ascending in order in the 
social scale — («) handicraftsmen. {!>) middlemen of the trade, (c) middlemen 
of other trades. In the upper strata the original fluidity is lost, and the 
caste and status tend to become more or less stereotyped. The higher sub- 
group ceases to consort with the lower in eating and marrying and gradually, 
by an inevitable course of development, is differentiated into a new caste till 
even the common origin is sometimes forgotten. . . Among the fishing 

castes, when a man has saved some money, his first idea is to give up fishing 
and become a fishmonger. The middlemen, called Nikaris or Gunris, now 
constitute a distinct caste higher in status than the ordinary fishing castes. 
In Dacca, the Sankhari or the shell-cutting caste is divided into two sub- 
castes, viz., (a) Bara-Bhagiya or Bikrampur Sankhari, and (//) Chhota Bhagiya or 
iSonnrgaon Sankhari. The latter are a comparatively small group, constituted 
•of more expert master artisans, who work at polishing shells, which they 
purchase rough cut — a departure from traditional usage which accounts for 
>their separation from the main body of this caste. In other districts, owing 
possibly to the smallness of the caste, no similar groups, have been formed. 
Recently, a certain portion of the Dacca Saukharis have become traders, 
writers, timber and cloth merchants and claim on that account to be superior 
in social rank to those who manufacture shell bracelets. This is an interest- 
ing example of a caste in the course of formation 


° Balm Kadhn Kiumvl Muklmrji, Caste in Indian Economics, Modern Review, August 1912, 
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002. Tlio Mn'kants are a small enste found only in tin* •Soiitlial Pargunas 

ami in adjoining villages in Uirblmm. Tlmy aro 
ostensibly blacksmiths, Inn their chief occupation 
is thieving. Tin* naim> means belcher," and is an onuiuntopicic word 
referring to t lit* noise made Ity tin* bellows limy use. These bellows are 
peculiar in shape, being worked by the tread, and are like those used l>y tho 
Karinales. Tim name lias nmv a sinister signification, connoting a thief in 
the Sent hul Pargunas and a thief and drunkard in Birhhum. In the latter 
district a Miekarn is said to drink day and night. A popular rhyme begins : 
‘“Oh Mtekaru. cone* and drink with us." PncJnrai is said to he indispensable 
to them: in faet.it is reported that a IMmkaiti regularly takes his measured 
pots of airfnrat at least three times a day, .and dies if his supply is short ! 
This seems scarcely ei edible. The Miekurus are probably of aboriginal descent. 
Their own tradition of origin is tiiat they were of the same race as the aboriginal 
blacksmiths called lianas and separated from them, because the lianas saeri- 
iiced a.slu'ep. Sheep is a totem to them, and they will eat neither sheep's flesh 
nor the two vegetables called rhichinyn and hr tiny kutnro. as the former 
resembles the horns of a sheep in shape and the latter its belly. The Main 
are the only cast>> with whieli they will eat ; they and the Mala also celebrate 
ceremonial feasts Joe-ether. Aoeopling to some, they are a stih-caste of Mals, 
and it seems possible that they owe their origin to aboriginal blacksmiths 
having formed connections with Mai women. They speak a corrupt form of 
Bengali, and worship Hindu deities, but eat beef and jugs. Many of those in 
Uirbhum. however, have become Yaishuavas and .abjure this forbidden food. 
‘.Hie. The constitution of the nimbus of (’hit taping is interesting on 

account of its territorial basis. They nredivided 

l iit.m \s ", i an. into six stdi-cast,. ,s. called Ham, 1'tiahni. .Ingdia, 

Sandipi. llohangava and t “iiat tigava, of which the f’olleetor (Mr. A. II. 
Clayton, i.c.**. gives the following account : — "The Ham Minims appear to 
be tlm deseeiidetits of those washermen who came to the district with tlm 
first British regiment and settled here. They are or Hindustani origin, 
though jvrfeelly domiciled now. They do not wash the dollies oT low-caste 
Hindus Mich as Homs and Haris, t'onimensality and intermarriage are 
strictly confined within the group. They have their own I’nnrhnynt presided 
over by their leading men. or Sardars. who decide all professional or social 
matters with the help of their priests. Whenever any complaint is made 
to the Snrdar. in* invites all the influential members of the caste in a Majlis 
or assembly to decide the matter. The Bhalttas, .lagdia and Sandijii Minims 
are apparently immigrants from Itliahia i Nuakhalii. .lagdia fan old fort near 
t lie sea and tin* island of Sandip. There is no intermarriage between these 
three sub-castes, which are governed separately b\ their respective Panchu- 
yats. Commensality is not so rigidly restricted within the group. The 
llohangava and Chat tigava Minims probably come from the same stock. The 
Koitangayas. who arc generally found in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision 
arc so called, probably because their forefathers, who wore Minims of 
Chittagong, settled at Cox’s Bazar, Mnngdno. Akvah and other places in 
Arnkan. which is known as' Unhang. They are despised by (he Chittagong 
Minims because they eat pigs. Their complete isolation from the northern 
part of the district perhaps account s for their separation from the original 
stock in social matters. These two sub-castes do not intermarry or interdinc 
and have their separate Sardars and priests as their governing bodies." 

ftC'f . The Candns ha ye hitherto not appeared in the caste returns of 

Bengal. Bihar and Orissa. Their total strength 
(mvw*. is 21. ],0."d), of whom all Imt 1.2(51 are inhabitants 

of Sainbalpur and the Orissa Feudatory States. They arc a low caste of 
weavers, who appear to l>e allied to the Pans, but have lost all connection 
with them. In addition to weaving coarse cloth, they serve as village 
watchmen and act as professional pipers and drummers. There are four 
subdivisions known as Ori.va. Larin, Kandltria and Kabria. Three of these 
appear to he territorial subdivisions, for the Oriya Gamlas are those who live 
in the Oriya country, the Larin t.hoso who reside in t lie Laria country, i.c.. 
Chhattisgarh. while the Kandhrias are so called because they live in the Kaiidli 
country. The. Kabrias owe their origin to a difference in religion, £or_ they 
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iuv Kabirpanthis or followers of Kabir. The Oriyas aw! Lanas inter- 
marry. and will drink, <*al and smoko together, but not with the Kan- 
dltrias or Kahrias. 'f'ho (lamias admit into tlmir caste oiitsiderH belonging to 
higher castes, but no one belonging to the cast es which they regard as lower 
than themselves, viz., Chamar. Chasi, Mari. Mangan and Mohfar. The Ganda 
is polluted by the touch of any of these latter and has to take a bath to regain 
his purity if he is beaten by. or eats front the hands of, one of them, ho is 
outcast.ed. 

PI',;,, Among the Kaibarttas there are two main sui. -castes, the Chasi 

(who are ended flalia or 1 In 1 in Das or Das in 
K.oro.n w. Kastern Bengal) and the .Jaliya. 'i'he principal 

occupation of the former is eiiltivation and that of the lal ter-catching and 
selling fish, or simply selling fish and plying boats for hire. Tho two 
suh-eastes are entirely distinct, for. they do not eat. drink or smoke together, 
and intermarriage is out of the question. In some parts there is a further 
difibivntiation, there being a third sub-caste designated simply as Kaibartta. 
These unspecified Kaibarttas are also engaged in cultivation, but raise garden 
crops for the market and sell them, whereas the Chasi Kaibarttas will not 
sell such produce personally. The recent history of the caste is an interest- 
ing record of development*. The Chasi Kaibarttas ar.> struggling for recogni- 
tion as a separate caste under the name Mahishya. and are likely to split up 
into two separate sub-castes at no distant date, viz.. Chasi Kaibarttas and 
Mahishvas. The lntt**r consists of the more advanced and hotter educated 
Chasi Kaibarttas. who claim a superior status. Although the bulk of thorn 
admit that they belong to the same caste as the Chasi Kaibarttas, one section 
of them declines to dine or intermarry with those who personally sell thoir 
(arm produce in the market. They say that the Mahishya is differentiated 
from the Chasi Kaibartta hv the fact that lie does not sell Ins produeo except 
through servants of other castes. Any one of them found selling Ins own 
farm produce in the nurket is outeasted and called Chasi Kaibartta. Should 
a M •diishva marry into a simple Kaibartta family, or one winch is locally 
c-dted Chasi Kaibartta (and not Mahishya). his re-adimssion into caste is 
conditional on Ids making presents to the Mahishya Mandate of the neigh- 
bouring villages at a special caste feast. Severance of the marriage tie is 
not ordered but further public intercourse between the two families must 
be stopped ’ although secret communication and visits will be condoned or 
connived at. Intermarriage with a dalia Kaibartta. however, will not be 
tolerated for an instant, and the punishment will be expulsion from tho caste. 
In Nadia the Panehavat does not, permit a Mahishya to become a pound-keeper, 
to sell shoes or hides', or even to serve as a menial servant to any one but 
than a Brahman or Kavaslh. If one of them does so. he is excommunicated. 
On the other hand, the abandonment of cultivation for any of the functional 
tempera ri I v occupations of the higher castes is encouraged and admired. 
In some parts also the Malushyas have taken to observing 15 days as 
the period of mourning ( asauch ) instead of one month like the rest of the 
Chasi Kaibarttas. The older and more conservative among the latter 
decline to be called Mahishya. and frankly say that they are not rich enough 
to ioin any organization in ordor to secure a higher status than their fore- 
fatliers enjoyed. They prefer the old traditions and are quite content to go 
on 'cultivating and selling both grain and garden crops. In one village in 
Hooghly the Chasi Kairbarttas who had adopted the name Kairbartta marked 
its assumption by refusing to smoke from the same hookah as the Goalas, as 
they had hitherto done. The latter retaliated by refusing to supply curds, 
unless the Mahishyas came to their houses for it. 

966. The Jaliya Kaibarttas are also m a state of transition, for they are 
trying to be recognized as Chasi Kaibarttas. As soon as one of them 
can afford to do so, he gives up selling fish, takes to other occupations 
and tries to keep himself aloof from other Jahyas. He drops the name 
Jaliya and either calls himself simply a Kaibartta or claims to be a Chasi 
Kaibartta. They resent the Chasi Kaibarttas repudiating all. connection with 
them and maintain that, as they have a common origin, they have just 
as much right to be called Mahishya. There is a danger therefore that the 
very name which the Chasi Kaibarttas have ■ adopted in order to distinguish 
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them from Jaliyas, will also lie assumed by tho latter. At this, census 
certain Patnis also claimed to be recorded as Mnhishyas on the ground that 
they Avero cultivators in addition to being boatmen. Four days before the 
census they changed their ground as they had discovered a passage in an 
aneiont work referring to Kaibarttas as boatmen and wanted to be designated 
Manjhi Kaibarttas. 

9(57. Other subdivisions of the caste arc reported from different districts. 
In Howrah there are four sub-castes, viz., Uttarrarhi, Dakshinrarhi, Jaliya 
( and Mala. The first two are engaged in cultivation and trade, and call 
themselves Mahishyas. The origin of these two sub-castes seems to be that 
one section lived in the north of Rarh and the other in the south. The 
origin of the other two is functional, the Jaliyas being fishermen and the 
Malas boatmen. It is reported that there is no intermarriage between any 
of these sub-castes : any persons who break this rule are outcastod and are 
never re-admittod. All four sub-castes have also separate priests : members 
of the first two may smoko from the same hookah, but none may eat cooked 
rice at each other’s house. In Purnea the Chasi Kaibarttas are subdivided 
into three sections, which aro, in a descending scale of respectability, the 
Sankh-bocha, who soil conch bangles, the Pan-beeha who sell hotel leaf, and 
the Tikadars, who aro inoculators. There is no intermarriage between these 
three sections. 

968. The name Kamar is commonly applied to all workers in metal, 

... „ but thero are really three distinct castes, viz., the 

Kamars and Karmakars. . XT 7 

Kamar ol Iiinav, the Kamar oi (Jhota Nagpur and 

the adjoining districts and the Karmalcar of Bengal. The constitution of the 
Kamars and Karmakars will be briefly examined in two Bengal districts 
forming a kind of ethnic border, where they are composed of the most diver- 
gent elements, after which an account will be given of the Karmakar sub- 
castes in Central Bengal. 

Both Kamars and Karmakars are found in Bankura. The former, who 
are known locally as Kamaria, appear to be of aboriginal descent. Originally, 
the Kamarias used to burn charcoal, smelt iron and make iron implements, 
but diversity of occupation has led to the creation of two sub-castes called 
Dhokra and Loharia. The name of the former is probably derived from 
dhuhan, moaning to breathe heavily, and refers to the noise made by their 
bellows. The IJhokras now manufacture brass vessels, whereas the Loharias 
have adhered to their original occupation. Endogamy and commensality are 
strictly enforced in each sub-caste, and they have separate Panchayats. The 
following sub-castes are found amongst the Karmakars of the saino district, 
viz., Astaloi, Belaloi, Mahmudpuria, Rana and Raykamar. The Ranas are 
probably an accretion from an aboriginal tribe, Rana being a common name 
for blacksmiths among such tribes. Tradition assigns a common origin to 
the Astalois and Belalois, and says that the former name is due to the fact 
that the Astaloi used to work with eight anvils ( asta , eight and lot, an anvil) 
while the Belaloi used to work without an anvil [beta or bina, without). It 
is also said that the Mahmudpurias came of the same stock as the Astaloi, 
but separated and settled in Mahmudpur.* Legend relates that a Chandal 
once prepared a weapon which was highly prized by the Nawab. When 
asked what he wanted as a reward, the Chandal begged to be given the same 
status as the Karmakar. The Nawab ordered the Karmakars to dine with 
the Chandal, whereupon some of them fled to Mahmudpur. Thus they 
managed to save their caste and came to be known as Mahmudpuria. The 
Ray Kamars are said to be descendants of the Karmakars who ate with 
the skilful Chandal ci'aftsman. . In the course of time they have attained 
prosperity and now intermarry with the Astaloi and Belaloi sub-castes. 
Otherwise intermarriage is strictly interdicted ; if a Mahmudpuria marries an 
Astaloi, he is outcasted and becomes an Astaloi. There is no commen- 
sality between the members of the different sub-castes : they will, however, 
all smoke from the same hookah. Each outcaste has its own Panchayat. 


■° Mahmudpur or Muhnmmndpur is a village in .lessors named after Mahmud Shah, King of Bengal 
from 1442 to 1459 A.D. It was later the capita! of Sitaram Bai and the capital of Bheshna. See Jessore 
District Gazetteer, pp. 23-25, 159 el seq. 
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969. In Midnapore the principal Karmakar sub-castes are Astalaik. 
Kansari or Belaloi. Rana, Dhokra and Ghosh. All of these are functional groups! 
The Astalaik ^apparently the same as the Astaloij works in gold, silver and 
bell-metal, the Kansari in bell-metal only, as the name signifies, Ican.ia 
meaning bell-metal. The Dhokra smelts iron, and the Ghosh makes images 
of gods and goddesses from sacred earth dug up from cremation ghats. The 
Ranas and Dhokras, as in Bankura, were probably aboriginal blacksmiths. 
There are other minor groups called Bangal, Dakhno, Kaiti and Palali \ Palali 
means a runaway, and tradition says that they fled from their original home 
because the ruler of the place tried to force them to intermarrv with 
Namasudras. _ This legend is obviously only a variant of that already related. 
No intermarriage is allowed among the sub-castes, but commensality is allowed 
among the first three sub-castes. There are separate Panchayats for each 
sub-caste. 


970. The Karmakars of Jessore have no less than seven terri- 
„ _ torial sub-castes, viz.. Rarhi, Barendra, Naldi 

baptagrami, Bhushnai. Dhakai and Muhammad- 
shahi. These groups are territorial. Rarh and Barendra are well known • 
Naldi, Bhushna and Muhammadshahi are old parganas ; Dhakai is pro- 
bably derived from Dacca, and Saptagram is the old form of Satgaon. 
Intermarriage and commensality are absolutely forbidden on pain of excom- 
munication. In Murshidabad there are three common sub-castes, viz. 
Barendra, Uttarrarhi and Dakshinrarhi, which are also territorial. There 
is no intermarriage, nor do they eat with one another ; all of them, however, 
may smoke in the same hookah. If a man takes a girl from or gives a girl 
to a man of a different sub-caste, he is expelled from the sub-caste : he can. 
however, get re-admission if he performs the worship of Satyanarayan and 
feeds other members of the community. Each of the sub-castes has a 


separate Panchayat. The sub-castes found in the 24-Parganas are Anarpuri 
or Ukro, Panchnar, Saptagrami and Chaklai. These classes appear to have 
- been formed by residence in different localities. They all work as black- 
smiths and goldsmiths, observe the same social and religious practices and 
are ministered to by the same Brahmans. There is no intermarriage, the 
rules of endogamy applying as much to the taking as to the giving of girls in 
marriage. There is also no commensality, except in some parts of the 
Basirhat subdivision. The Subdivisional Officer of Barrackpore reports that 
the Panchnar claim a higher social status, and while they freely take 
girls from the Anarpuri, never give their girls in marriage to any other 
class. 


971. The Karmakars of Nadia furnish an interesting example of fission, 
which is tending to proceed further, as will be seen from the following note 
furnished by Mr. A. K. Ray, the District Census Officer : — “ There are two 
pi-incipal sections of the Kamar caste, Rarliis and Barendras, and also four 
principal Samajes. viz., the Nadia Samaj. Agradwip Samaj, Daspara Samaj and 
Panch Samaj. Marriages are restricted, as a rule, withinthe Samaj. provided 
they do not violate laws of consanguinity. The members of the Agradwip 
Samaj are stated, however, to be inferior in social status to those of'the Nadia 
Samaj, and are desirous of establishing social connection with the latter by- 
giving their daughters in marriage to them. It is said that the Nadia Samaj 
follows the smart's system and Die Agradwipa Samaj follows the kauhlc agara. 
As the smarta doctrine is considered to be superior to kaulilc, this appears to 
account for the respective status of the members of the two Samajes. As 
regards the remaining two Samajes. the members of the Daspara Samaj are 
goldsmiths by occupation, and those of the Panch Samaj are generally 
iron-workers. The Rarliis and Barendras among the Karmakars not only do 
not intermarry, but I understand that in the Sadar Subdivision they do not 
even interdine with each other. The Subdivisional Office!- of Kushtia 
reports, however, that there is no restriction as regards intermarriage and 
interdining among the Rarhi and Barendra Kamars of his subdivision. 
Besides the above Samajes and sub-castes, the Kamars are also divided into 
two hyporgamous groups, viz., Kulins and Mauliks. The Kulins can take 
girls in marriage from the Mauliks but cannot marry their own girls to them. 
A violation of this rule involves permanent loss of Kulinism. 
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‘‘The llarhi ami Harendra sub-casios originated no doubt from territorial 
distribution, hut as regards the four Sainajes, the Nadia. or Nnbadwipa. and 
Agradwipa Sainajes. the Nadia, or Nahadwipa. and Agradwipa Sainajes have 
been differentiated probablj hy their difference of occupation. Those Sainajes 
or social divisions, which are mostly endogamous, are really what may he 
termed nascent sub-castes. Of late, some educated Karmakars have formed 
a society at Calcutta, called Karmakar Yuisya Tattwik Samaj, with a view 
toohliterate all minor differences among the different suh-castes and Sainajes 
and to establish that Karmakars are Yaisvas and not Stulras. In one of 
their pamphlets these propagandists declare that, unlike tin* Kayast.hs and 
other, there are no stili-eastes among tin* Karmakars, like llarhi. Harendra, 
ete. Hut. one ounce of fact is bettor than a ton of theory, and. in spite of 
the praiseworthy endeavour of tin* reformers, the distinction between the 
llarhi and Harendra Karmakars as two different sub-castes is still glaring, 
and is daily met with in many parts of the Sadar and Knshtia subdivisions.” 
On tin* other hand, it is reported from Khulna that there are no suh-castes 
among the Kamars. The District Census Ollicer reports — " Societies are 
formed of tin* members inhabiting dil.oivnt localities, and t lieso are known 
as Samajes. c.i/., Hliusna Samaj. Cuptipara Samaj. etc.; but these groups aro 
not regarded as sub-cast es. Formerly there was no intermarriage between 
the different Sainajes, but now such intermarriages take place and common- 
sality prevails among all tin* Kamars. Therein a Hengali saying — Jodi holo 
Kavutr, Idml hJrto vshc amnr. t.c.. if you call yourself a Knmnr, come and take 
my rice. The Karmakars (Kamars) arc goldsmiths or blacksmiths by profes- 
sion ; some of them are well educated and hold appointments in Uovernmont 
service or are legal practitioners and the like. Hut all of them can dine 
together without any objection.’* 

b7'J. The Karmales or Kolhcs arc a tribe of iron-workers and iron- 

smelters found in the Sonthal Pnrganas. where 
they are known as Kols. Ktlmologically they 
belong to the Mundari peoples ; linguistically arc closely related to the Santals 
and Mahlis. It is probable that they come of the same stock as Santals, 
and that their special occupation has caused them to setup as a separate 
tribe : they now have no connection with the Santals. It is a curious fact 
that, the working in iron appeals to be frequently a cause or fission, 
sections of aboriginal tribes who have taken to that occupation separating 
from the main body and becoming a separate caste or tribe. They claim to 
be Hindus, but this merely means that, like most aboriginal tribes, they 
worship some Hindu godlings in addition to their own animistic deities. 

The Hollars' or Miliar, Ohota Nagpur and Orissa are. according to 
Sir Herbert Itisley. “a large and heterogeneous 
aggregate comprising members of several different 
tribes and castes, who in different, parts of the country took up the profession 
of working in iron.”* [i is doubtful if these remarks hold goixl with 
regard to the Hollars of Hihar. where the sub-castes appear to owe their origin 
to residence in different localities, as indeed the names imply, c.g., Kanaujin, 
Maghaiya and CHaurdeshia. The last is found in Purnea and recalls the 
former glory of Cfaur. the capital of Bengal. In that district, the suh-castes 
are strictly cmlogamous, both ns regards giving as well as taking girls in 
marriage. The rules as regards commensnlity are less rigid, for if any one 
eats with one of another sub-caste, lie is let, off with a line. Intermarriage, 
howover, is punished with expulsion from the sub-caste. In Muzaffarpur 
this caste has no loss than seven suh-castes, which are Helautia, Kannujia, 
Digwarn, Melin, Mahuli. Heri and Knnka. Kanaujin is of course a terri- 
torial group, and so is Digwara, for it is the name of an ancient village in 
Saran which dates hack to Buddhist times. T The oritrin of the other 
groups is unknown. They all follow the same occupations, viz., working 
in iron, carpentry and agriculture ; they also oat together, smoko from the 
same hookah, and liavo a common Pancliayat. The only restriction to 
which they are subject is that a man must marry or give in marriage in his 
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own sub-cast o. 11 this rule is contravened, tlio offender is permanently 
outcasted. Sir Herbert Bisley also includes immigrant Kamias (sic) from 
Nopal among Um llihari Loliars, but tlmso am Kamis, an entirely di Heron t 
caste. 

5)7-1. In Kanohi flic Loliars of Bihar am called Kanaujia Loliars. and tlio 
indigenous blacksmiths am known as Nagpuria Loliars or Loliras. Tlio 
latter are a recent accretion from the ranks of tlio aboriginals, and arc very of- 
ten called Kol Loliars. They am divided into two sub-castes, viz., Sad Kamar 
and Loliras proper. The former have given up work as blacksmiths and aro 
engaged in agriculture. They still speak Mundari and in some localities 
obsorvo the Mundari custom of burial in the ancestral m sandin'. They do 
not, however, take any meat ot her than that of fowls or goats, and do not 
drink pachicai. They also do not take conked food from Mundas, and will 
take drinking water only from those who observe the same restrictions about 
food and drink as they do. On the other hand, the Sad Kumars admit into tlio 
caste children horn hv Mundari women, a privilege which they would not 
accord to children horn by women of any other caste, even the highest. The 
mother, however, remains outside the pale. She is regarded as a concubine 
and as a Munda, and no Sad Kamar would accept any cooked food from her 
through her bastard children become Sad Kamars. Children of a Sad Kamar 
woman by a father of the Munda or any other caste cannot he admitted into 
the caste. The Loliras am iron-smelters and blacksmiths. They observo 
very few restrictions about rood or drink, for they take cooked food from 
Oraons and Mundas and eat even the carcases of dead animals. Inter- 
marriages between Sad Kamars and Loliras are unknown : any Sad Kamar 
marrying into a Lnhrn family would bo permanently outcasted. 

‘.17b. The Loliars of Hankura appear to bo of non-Aryan descent and 
are divided into four sub-castes, viz.. Colmria, Angaria, Manjlii and Kasai- 
kulia. The (Johann Loliars are so-called, because they clean the spot where 
they eat with cowdnng (yobnr) after the meal is over. The Angaria Loliars aro 
so named because they hum and sell charcoal. Tlio origin of the Manjlii sub- 
caste. who am weavers, is said to be unknown, while the Kasaikulia Loliars are 
reported to he so called because t hoy manufacture articles of bell-metal ( kansa , 
hell metal). Hot h the latter are probably accretions from the ranks of the 
Bagdis, who have also sub-castes called Manjlii and Kasaikulia *. the latter 
name is due to their having been originally settled on the hanks or the 
Kasai river. There is no eommensality or intermarriage amongst the mem- 
bers of the different sub-castes, nor will they smoke from t hr* same hookah. 
Each sub-casto has its own Pauchayat. Jf a man keeps a woman of another 
sub-caste, the woman’s father is sentenced by the Pauchayat to pay a fine, 
■which is divided equally amongst t ho Paramnnik, their Barnabipra Brahman 
and the Baja of Olihatna. The man himself has to do prayaschitta and pay 
a fine before he can ho taken hack into tlio fold. If persons of different sub- 
castos oat together, or smoke from the same hookah, they are outcasted 
until they perform prayaschitta , and each must pay a fine. The amount of the 
fine is said to be usually Bs. 3-12 — a convenient figure, for it represents 60 
annas. 

5)76. The term Lobar in the border district of Singhbhum is applied to 
four groups which are rather castes than suh-castes, viz., Kanaujia or Sad 
Lohar. Dhokra Kamar, Kol Lobar and Lobar Mnjhi. The fii-st group consists 
of immigrants, from whom Brahmans will take, water. They do not work 
the bellows with their feet like the other aub-castes, but with their hands. 
Their bellows used always to he made of deer or sambar skin, but some 
have lately taken to using tanned leather of various kinds, including cow and 
buffalo hides. They do not eat fowls, and widow marriage is not practised.- 
The Dhokra Kamars, who are a semi-Hinduized caste, generally use untan- 
ned leather for their bellows. They eat beef and fowls, drink liquor, prac- 
tise widow marriage and are considered to be a low caste. The Kol Lohars 
are an accretion from the Hos and have much the same customs as the 
latter. There is, however, no intermarriage between them and the Hos. 
Those living in the towns and their neighbourhood have given up eating 
beei'*and are reluctant to have social intercourse with their brethren in the 
interior. Hindu barbers and washermen have begun to serve them, and they , 
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bid lair to become a separate sub-caste. Tin* 1 ohar Maujhis. who aro found 
in Ohalhhum. aro quite separate. Thoy do not smelt or work in iron and may 
bo an otlslioot of tbo Bagdis. 

i> 7 7. The blaoksmitlis of tbo Sontbtd Pnrganas aro a curious medloy, tho 
name Lobar being applied to several out indy distinct castes, not, sub-cast, cs 
The name is applied in tbo Duinkn anil Jaintara subdivisions to up-country 
Lobars and to Kamars or Karmakars of Bengal. as well as to lianas, a low 
caste of beef-eaters who are of aboriginal descent. In Hajinalial. which is 
on the border lino between Bengal and Bihar, it is reported that (hero arc 
throe sub-castes, vie.., Kanaujia. Magahiva and Bangala. The first two wore 
originally sub-castes of the Lobar cast" of Bihar, and the last was the 
Bengal Kartuakar. They appear to haw become domiciled and to have merged 
into sub-castes of one and » he same caste. Kanaujia and Magahiva are 
considered superior to the Bangala. and may not. take food from him. whereas 
he will take food from them. Intermarriage is not allowed between anj of 
tlie sub-castes, but. since tin* Bangala Loliar is inferior to the Magahiva or 
Kanaujia. if lie takes a wife from them, lie div’s not lose bis caste. On the 
other baud, if a Magahiva or Kanaujia marries a Bangala girl, lie is outcast cd 
and can he re-admitted only by going on pilgrimage and feeding liis fellow 
casteuien. The groups in tin* I’akaur subdivision are of a curious character. 
They are called Bhikarin and Knraujia. tin* former meaning beggars ami the 
latter workmen. The Bhikarin is the descendant of the early blacksmith of 
the village community who was paid in kind for his work. At harvest, time 
he would go round begging for a reward for bis labours, and each cultivator 
would give something in proportion to tin* yield of his field. This system 
of collecting wages is called h i ifc or begging, because it was entirely left to 
the villagers to pay as they liked : in the ease of failure of tin* crops, nothing 
wa« paid at all. The name Karanjia is derived from /.-u* - work and ;»« to live, 
and was applied to those who took cash payment for f bier work. Tin* two 
groups eat and smoke together and are exogenous, »*.<*., a Bhikarin must marry 
into a Karanjia family and virr rcrs'i. Knob group has a Bnnelmynt of its own, 
but the I’anehavats eo-«>js*rate when any one is guilt v of gross misconduct, c.rj., 
marrying or eating with some one ol another caste. 

The Namnsmiras have four main sub-castes, viz., ITalia. ( 'hasi, 
VAMAMfr. 1 * Karat i and .laliya. Balias and (Jliasis are engaged 

in cultivation, while Karat is work a« carpenters. 
The functional distinction between these three suh-eastes is disappearing, 
and the three occupations are often followed by different mmubers of one of the 
same Family. There is intermarriage between the Italian, (.'basis and Karat, is ; 
tliov also cat, drink and smoke together. In fact all these three sub-castes may 
be regarded as Halia or cultivating Natnastidms as distinct from the .laliya (or 
fishing) Namasudras. The Italian arc too proud to admit the daliyasas Kama- 
sudras at all. If any member of tho Halia class contracts a matrimonial 
alliance with a .laliya, lie is degraded to the latter class. In fact, the cleavage 
between the two is as sharp as that between the Chasi Kaibarltas or 
Mahishvas and the .laliya Kaibarttas. Tim daliyas comprise two subdivisions 
called Karat, who are fishmongers and diani, who are fishermen. The 
cultivating Namasudras include the Dhanis, who wore originally cultivators 
of rice, and the Siyalis. who used to cultivate amt tap date palm trees, but 
now both cultivate other crops as well as rice and dale palms. 

1) 7b. The Paridhas arc a small caste found in Angni and tho Orissa 
Slates. They are an offshoot of the Cliasas and 
PAhiDius. arc said to owe their origin to the fact that the 

Garhjat Rajas, or Chiefs of the States, bring scrupulous Hindus, refused 
to rhic on ponies that worn groomed by untouchable Haris, and requisitioned 
the services of some Cliasas. Tho latter wore out cast cd by tho Cliasas, 
because they worked as syces, and formed a separate caste. They still, how- 
ever, use tho same sinlalc or signature mark as the Cliasas. viz., the mat or 
ladder. In addition to doing syces’ work, thoy are employed as elephant 
mahauts. Though thoy groom poniep, they will on no account cut grass for 
them, this being regarded as the avocation of a G hasi. Thoy also look down 
on the work of farm servants and day labourers as degrading. Intormarriage 
with other castes is strictly forbidden. They practise adult marriage and cat 
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fowls and pork, but not cow’s (tosh. Any Paridlia rating beef would bo 
permanently excommunicated. 

1)80. An interesting example of tin* manner in which a new sect comes 

into being is afforded by the Sauntis of the Orissa 
' Ai 11 Feudatory States. The nucleus of the caste con- 

sisted of persons outoastod from respectable Oriya castes, who wore allowed 
by tho Chief of Keonjhar to settle in Mananta, one of the villages in his 
State. Their numbers grew rapidly as they received other outcastes with 
open arms. The only qualification for admission was that tho now comers 
must have belonged to some caste from whom Brahmans would take water. 
They called themselves Saunta. meaning “gathered in,” which in course of 
time was changed to >Sannti. The leadership was assumed bv a Jvhandait 
family from Khurda in the Puri district, the head of which received tho title 
of lledhajal from the Chief ; this name is similar to Saunta. as it means 
“ surrounding with a net.” The lledhajal is the acknowledged lender of the 
casto and enjoys certain privileges, being permitted to ride in a pilhi. to have 
drums beaten in his procession, and a chmirn carried before him, on State 
occasions The Sauntis now number 22,(55!), and are to be found in tho 
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Pal Lnhara and Nilgiri States, and, tc a small extent, 
in Puri and Ualasore. The Sauntis in all those places recognize the lledhajal 
as their head and abide by his decision in casto matters. Most of them wear 
the sacred thread, and llrahmans drink water from their hands, though ther- 
eat fowls and drink liquor. Their marriage and funoral ceremonies arc per- 
formed in very much the same manner as for other good Hindu castes. They 
have free access to the temples and are considered a clean caste. Their 
headquarters is at a place called Musakori in Keonjhar, which is the seat of 
the lledhajal 

981. The Savars are one of tho oldest races of Orissa, and harm been 

identified with tho Suari of Pliny and the 

s»hb< *ih s*«»n. Sabaroi of Ptolemy. They themselves say that 

they were originally a wandering tribe roaming through the hills of Orissa 
and living on the products of the forest. Legend points to their having been 
at one time a dominant race. Tho Dhenkanal State is said to derive its name 
from an aborigine of the Savar caste, named Dhenka Savara, who was in 
possession of a strip of land, upon which tho present residence of the Chief 
stands. There still exists to the west of the Chief’s residence a stone, 
commonly known as tho Dhenka Savara Munda — Munda means a headman — 
to which worship is rendered once or twice in a year. The first Rajput Raja 
of Pal Lahara is said to have been , selected by the Savars and other tribes as 
their Chief ; and legend relates that ho obtained the name Pal because he was 
saved during a battle by the Savars hiding him under a heap of straw. J The 
Savars are also intimately connected with the worship of Jagannath. The 
original image of this deity, according to mythology, was discovered in the 
land of the Savars, where its priest was a Savar fowler named Basu or 
Viswa Basu. 

982. The Savars are now divided into two castes, the Savar and the 
Saliar ; the latter are more commonly called Sahara, another variant being 
Saura. In some parts it is impossible to distinguish the two, those who 
have come into contact with Hindus and have adopted Hindu customs being 
called Saliars and those who have not yet reached that stage Savars. This is 
the case in Talcher. where they have the same marriage, death and religious 
ceremonies. Elsewhere, two separate castes are recognized. They admit a 
common origin and say that their forefathers were clothed only in leaves, 
knew not the' use of salt or oil, and lived on jungle products and the spoils 
of the chase. Otherwise, they have no connection, and intermarriage is 
impossible. The Savars are still a race of nomad hunters. They worship 
the bow. and have one peculiarity in its use. They draw the string with 
the forefinger and middle finger, and never use the thumb. Another 
peculiarity is that in some parts, such as' Baramba, where they have become 
Hinduized, the Savars wear the sacred thread, and that their touch does not 
cause pollution like that of the Sahavs. One section is called Parra Savar, a 


s Orissa State* Gazetteer, page 165 


t Oris*a States Gazetteer, page 276. 



FUNCTION, CASTE AND SUB-CASTE. 


505 


name which is reminiscent of their wearing no clothing hut leaves. The 
Patra Savars are a gipsy race of minstrels and musicians ; this is an occupa- 
tion not confined to them, but also followed by other Savars as well as by 
Sahars. ' 

The Sahars are the section of the tribe who became the serfs of 
their Aryan conquerors and were Hinduized at an early period. They are now 
mostly day labourers or petty cultivators, and are despised by the woodland 
Savars, because they do earthwork and are farm labourers. They are a 
low servile class ranking very low in the social scale. They drink wine and 
eat all kinds of animals except beef and pork. Widow marriage and divorce 
are allowed, and no Brahmans will serve them. Like other degraded races, 
such as Pans and Haris, they live outside the village site. 

983. Both Savars and Sahars worship animistic deities, called geneti- 
cally Gram Devata, the chief of whom seems to be Komorudia, who is 
represented by an egg-shaped earthen drum. In Angul the Savars are so 
far Hinduized that, evenywhen they worship the bow before going out on a 
hunt, they call it the worship of Banaraj Bana Durga, fie., the forest Durga, 
lord of the forest. In Talcher the Sahars and Savars worship Hingula, a 
goddess of fire, who is of an unique character. Her symbol is a piece of 
stone, and her annual worship takes place on the full moon day of Chait. 
Some days before that date she is said to appear in the shape of fire burning 
in a coal-field. The Dehuri or officiating priest, who is a Sudha by caste, 
brings coal to create, or keep up, the fire. On the final day the assembled 
people throw in molasses, gki, fragments of cloth and other inflammable 
material. The fire is kept up for some days, after which it is quenched. 
In the Khondmals the chief object of worship is Badral Thakurani, 
which is the Oriya name for the earth goddess, a Khond deity who is 
worshipped by non-Khonds as well as by Khonds. Formerly, tho priest who 
offered sacrifices to the goddess was always a Khond, but now the Sahars 
employ a man of their own tribe, and the Oriyas a man of the Sudha caste. 
A Khond priest is still required to officiate for the Sahars at the worship of 
Gram Devata, but other sacrifices are performed by persons of their own 
tribe, while offerings to ancestors are made by heads of families. 

984. There are some minor sections which appear to be separate from 
the two main bodies. In Angul there is a community called Kol Savar, who 
stand midway between the pure Savars and the Sahars. They claim to be 
Hindus and worship Durga, one of their own caste officiating as priests. 
They still.* practise adult marriage and admit that formerly they were a 
wandering race of hunters. Now they are labourers, who will cut paddy 
and hew wood, but will not do earthwork, as that is a degrading occupation. 
In Midnapore the Savars are huntei’s, hawkers of jungle products, and 
snake charmers. There is a separate community called Sabar Bagal, 
probably an accretion from the Savars, who are a clean caste having much 
the same position as Goalas. Another group in Puri is similarly called 
Sar-Bauri, because they have the same occupations as Bauris. There is, 
however, no intermarriage between them and the Bauris : a Bauri would be 
polluted by their touch. Perhaps the most interesting section of the old 
Savar race consists of the Suars of Puri, who claim to be descendants of 
Yiswa Basu, the Savar priest of Jagannath. They are no longer Jagannath’s 
priests, but his cooks, for they cook the rice offered to the god, which 
thereby becomes mahamasad and may be partaken of by high and low castes 
together. Hindu ingenuity derives their name from the Sanskrit supakara, 
but it is undoubtedly only another form of. Savar. Another name used by 

1 them is Daita, or Daitapati, which is accounted for by a tradition that they 
are descended from Daitapati or the left hand of Jagannath, whereas others 
are descendants of Basu, wh6 represented his right hand. 

985. There are numerous sub-castes or septs among the Sahars. Some 
are obviously named after a common ancestor, such as the Basu Sahars and 
the Gulia Sahars. Basu was the Savar priest of Jagannath just mentioned. 
Guha is mentioned in the Bamayana as a Savar chief from whom Bam him- 
self accepted .hospitality. Two groups (described in Angul as sub-septs and 
elsewhere as sub-castes) owe their origin to differences in the method of • 
cremating the dead. They are called Joria and Khuntia, and tho distinction 

QQQ 
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between them is that the former burn their dead near a /or, or small stream T 
while the latter do so near a Ichunt , literally a stomp, which in practice means 
an old tree on high ground. These subdivisions intermarry and eat 
together, but differ in their marriage customs. The Jorias consider it a sin to 
marry a girl after she lias attained puberty, while the Khuntias see nothing 
wrong in exceeding the age of puberty. The Jorias have therefore adopted 
the custom of marrying a girl to an arrow, if she cannot be disposed of 
before she attains maturity. Other groups appear to be functional. The 
Paiks are the descendants of Saliars, or Savars, who served as paths, i.e., as 
soldiers in the old State armies. The Naiks and Bisals served as headmen* 
and the Bhois and Beheras as messengers and carriers, while the Bureks 
took to catching fish as a profession. Various accounts are given of the 
origin of some sub-septs. The Gajpuria Bisals toon service at Hindu temples 
and the Kapattalia Bisals are said to have got their name from being liars 
and deceivei-s ■•kapat). The Chandania Bhois use chandan or sandalwood 
parte for making forehead marks. The Dhobalbansia Bhois formed a 
separate sub-sept because they took to washing clothes for other people like a 
Dhoba or washerman. Washing clothes for another person is looked upon 
as a menial service. 

From Sambalpur and the adjoining States one peculiar subdivision is • 
reported, called Kalapithia, i.e., the black-backed. It is said that they ai*e chiefly 
found in Puri and pull Jagannath’s car at the festival. They are considered 
superior to all the other sub-castes as they refrain from drinking liquor and 
eating fowls : other septs take wine and fowls, but not beef and pork. No in- 
formation regarding the Kalapithias is forthcoming from Puri, and it is certain 
that now-a-days the task of pulling the car is not confined to any particular 
caste or sub-caste. I am inclined "to think that it is a name given to the 
Suars. or cooks of Jagannath, who are in all probability the descendants of 
his early Savar priests. 

986. In some places Tanti is used as a generic term for different func- 
tional castes or is applied to endogamous groups 
Taxtis. loosely affiliated to the Tanti caste. This is note~ 

ably the case in the Kishanganj subdivision of Purnea, where it is applied to 
four separate classes of weavers, viz., the Modi Tanti, Chapual Tanti*, Jogi 
Tanti and Palia Tanti. The Palia Tantis are merely persons belonging to the 
Palia sub-castes of Rajbansis. who weave cloth ; it is possible that they may 
in time separate from the Rajbansis, but at present they are not distincfc 
from the Palias. In the case of the Jogi Tanti, the process of fission has 
been completed, for the Jogi Tantis are distinct from the Jogis proper, who 
are lime manufacturers. The Chapual or Chaupal Tantis are really a separate 
casto of weavers who are said to have migrated from Nadia during a famine. 
There is no information available regarding the origin of the Modi Tantis, 
but they are so far superior to the other Tantis that Brahmans and other 
higher castes will drink water from their "hands. The name shows that they 
belonged to some trading caste that abandoned their traditional occupation 
for weaving. 

Elsewhere in North Bihar the term Tanti is used for a distinct 
caste with several of the usual territorial sub-castes. In Bhagalpur there 
are two main divisions called Uttarkul and Purabkul, the latter being 
also commonly known as Pairowa Tantis because they worship the deity 
presiding over their craft on Pairowa day, i.e., the first day after the full 
moon. They have their own Panchayats for settling caste disputes, and 
do not allow intermarriage with other Tantis. The Uttarkul Tantis, who are 
known commonly as Jolahs or Jolahas, are' subdivided into Magahiyas, 
Tirhutias and Kanaujias. Each of these sub-castes has its own Panchayat to 
punish social offenders : intermarriage between the difierent sub-castes is not 
allowed. Two more territorial sub-castes are reported from Champaraii, viz., 
Sonpuria and Banaudhia. and there is also a functional su b-caste called 
Khatwe. The latter appears to have developed from its members bavin g a 
special occupation, viz., weaving of neiccir beds. In this district intermarriage 
and commensality are not allowed between the various sub-castes. When a 
member of one sub-caste gives his daughter in marriage to, or takes a wife 
from, another sub-caste, the penalty is a fine, and, in default, excommunication. 



ITN'enON. CASTIt AM) KIII-CAsTr, 


Wht'n members of dilVeront sub-castes eat together. or smoke from the .nanm 
hookah. I ho ollender is oitlior fined or ordered lo hat ho in the (Janges or to irn 
to some place of pilgrimage. 

Unngwns an* another sub-caste in Saran, who keep to the traditional 
occupation of weaving and hence rank higher than the other Taut in, 
such as Knhar. Taut is and ('hatnar Tantis. who follow the occnpal iona 
of t ho east os From which t hey sprang. The (’liainar Tantis are the lowest 
in the scale. They still work as drummers like the (Tamars, and in 
some pa it*. aKo keep pig.-. 'J hey are entirely separate from the el her Taut is, 
who w ill m ither eat with them, take water from their lianch, (.moke with 
tie m, or marry am of them. In Hhag.ilpur there are some Menpali Tantis 
w In* have migrati d from Mental, hnt have become domiciled and adopted the 
Uihan language. 'I hey still many their sous and dnwpltteis in Ih-ngal, 
mere e'p eiallv in the Mursludahad and ISnrdwati district*., whence the 
f.i’ef.itli. fs of most of them app -at to ha\e eo,ne. 'I hns, it often happens, 
that a nir.iii-sp *aking hoy of Mnirdiidahad has for In’s wife a Jlmdi- 
sp '.thing girl of lu- east.* from llhagnlpnr or r/Ve r/'rf i. 

psf. in West !’>.*ng.d t J <»*i e are s.-vera! let t ito; in! snb-cns|cu. nidi ns 
1 J.tr- ndr.t. rttatl.nl and Madhvnknl. i*etw. *.n which tie-re is no intermat ringe, 
' 1 ‘v* *> t tit. r mi! -* , .e-te» ate name*] aft* r months mile* Hindu year, viz.. A 1 wjni 
and littsakhi. f ile fo-mer i~ c* :tstd**reri a sop-oior snli-easte in Midnnporc, 
h* .*:ai*i* its memhers do m*t ns.* j tee pas*,, i • > -r.teh their fahtn*. an<j are, 

**>•.<* ttstd.*/. d e|. ..n* r. ’l l.** Sukli I anti i~ a * *th-c*i*te which ft/ily t f-ih 

ei* ‘ l*s .!■ » s jji ; v, . '.VI* ;le m, j !:•• at*; :t * J . ;.n,i fit of tie* I relit io.'jr.I oectipn- 
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distinct from Tantis. They arrogate the name of Tanti, because they weave 
cloths, but they are nothing more than Pans, and have not succeeded in 
getting affiliated to the Tantis as they have elsewhere. 

989. An interesting example, of social differentiation is found among 
the Tantis of Calcutta, who are divided into three distinct groups called Basak, 
Dakshinkul and Madhyamkul. The cleavage between them is attributed to 
the Tantis engaging in trade in the early days of British rule. Some became 
middlemen for the sale of the fabrics of the Tantis’ looms, others engaged 
in general trade. Both gradually rose in the social scale and dissociated 
themselves more or less from their humble brethren of the craft. The 
middlemen formed the Dakshinkul sub-caste ; the general traders, who 
rank above them, became a separate community called Basak. Now only 
the Madhyamkuls practise their hereditary craft. !V 


STATISTICS OF CASTES. 

r 1 

990. Subsidiary Table II at the end of this chapter shows the strength 
at each census of the castes that now contribute two or more per mille to the 
population of either Province, and also the variations which have occurred 
between each census. It is not proposed to discuss the variations which 
occurred prior to 1901, many of which are extraordinary. The greater 
completeness and accuracy of successive censuses are responsible for the 
increases shown in some cases. In others, the variations are due to 
differences in classification, of which there is no record until the census 
of 1901. The changes which have taken place since then are due in 
some instances to special circumstances which require a brief explanation. 
It will be seen that the number of Banias has been steadily falling since 1881, 
and that in the last ten j ears they have registered a loss of over one-fourth. 
This, however, does not mean that the Bania communities are dying out. 
The decrease is merely due to the fact that Bania is a generic term for 
several distinct castes and that, with a progressive improvement in the 
methods of enumeration, an increasing number are returned under their 
distinctive caste names and not under the general designation of Bania. The 
extraordinary decrease in the number of unspecified Ivaibarttas is the result 
of the Kaibarttas dividing into two sharply defined sections instead of 
remaining an united caste. Very many more consequently return them- 
selves either as Chasi (Mahishya) or Jaliya Kaibartta than used to be the case. 
In the case of the Oriya castes considerable variations have been caused by 
the reconstitution of the Orissa Feudatory States and a consequent addition 
of population. This is the explanation of what seems prim a facie an abnormal 
l-ise (144 per cent.) among the Kandhs (Khonds). The Koches also register 
an increase of over four-fifths, which is to be attributed to their being 
separately tabulated at this census instead of being grouped with Rajbansis 
as in 1901. It is noticeable that in the districts where the increase in their 
numbers is greatest, there is only a reasonable increase in the number of 
Rajbansis and Koches taken together. 

There are also extraordinary variations in the figures for Musalmans, 
which is very largely due to the late Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam allowing Jolahas to return themselves as Sheikhs, Pathans, etc. 
It is on this account that the Jolahas have decreased by 10 per cent., while 
the Sheikhs have added 14 per cent, and the Pathans 18 per cent, to their 
numbers. The Ajlaf or Atrap again have a loss of over two-thirds, which is 
due to the term having lost popularity. It is a designation for those 
miscellaneous groups which do not belong either to the functional or racial 
classes of Musalmans. It is now rejected by the low Musalman classes, 
whose aspiration is to lie called Sheikhs. At the last census nearly 285,000 
persons were returned as Ajlaf in Khulna ; the number is now reduced to 
445, there being a corresponding rise in the number of Sheikhs. 

1 

° t Rn<Ii»A Kninnl Mnklicrjec, Caste in Julian Economics % Modern Review, August, 1912. 
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SHM. It is sometimes thought thiit t!i<> higher Hindu classes are declin- 
ivw.(r»f( * H P* hut ih(> census statistics do not hear out this 
It* . rA**' c? supposition, though they are not growing so rapid - 

' Iv as some of the tow castes and semi-IIinduizod 

ahoriginal races. In the last decade every one of 
- * *.•» 'the liigher castes, viz., Brahman, Haldian. Rajput, 

-• -» u« Khandait, Karan, Kayasth and Baidva,* has grown 

except tho Bahhans and Rajputs, who have declined 
slightly : the marginal figures are for Bengal, Bihar ami Orissa as a whole. 
For (he decline among the Bahhans plague must he held responsible, for 
the reasons given in the section helow dealing with Bahhans. The decrease 
in the number of Rajputs or t’hhatris is more apparent than real. The 
diminution is accounted for hy the Sonthal Barganas, where the census 
otVtcors succeeded in obtaining a correct return of that elusive lutt interesting 
race, the Khetauris. most of whom have hitherto passed as t’hhatris. In 
Bengal none of the three castes which contribute most, largely to tho 
Bltadralok class are on tin* down grade. Tho Brahmans in this province 
have increased by per cent., the Baidyas by !> per cent, and the Kavasths 
bv K> per ci>nt. 

tlpo, 'I’he aboriginal races. a« shown in the margin, are making steady 

progress, the percentage of increase varying from 
r* • ^ percent, in the case of the Oraons to ~. r > per cent. 
. i-j in the ease of the Mttitdns. I .a rge increases arc 

- of also registered by many of the depressed classes. 

" e sue.lt as I lotus (B> per eent.) and Binds (In per 

- / cent.), and by other low castes, such as the Kcwal 

(li> p>>r cent.) ami Rod (la per cent.). 

The following is a brief account of the distribution and variation in tho 
numbers of the castes and races of the greatest numerical strength ami of a 
few others that present sp- cial points of interest. 

‘I! 1:1, The Bahhans. who number l.KH.TlO. art' practically confined to 

Bihar, then* being only a few of (heir conimtinitv 
lWrmi\’ (llm’vtinc Hiuhmas). ; n {„lj,,j t |i lt g districts such as Rurnea and Hazari- 

bagh. Since 1001 they have decreased by 1 per e< nt.. and this loss must 
probably be ascribed to plague. The greater part of it. has taken place in tho 
plague-stricken districts of I’atna ami Satan, and it is significant that the 
falling off is confuted to the women, who. as pointed out in a previous chapter, 
suffer more from the ravages of plague than I lit* othpr sex. 

SUM. The Bagdis with a strength of a little over 1 million are mainly 

found in West and Central Bengal, over two-thirds 
of the number being inhabitants of West Bengal. 
A small minority only is found in the adjoining districts and in Fast ern 
Bengal; those enumerated in the latter area were temporary emigrants 
engaged in cutting crops or other forms of labour at t bo time of f he census. 
This caste has been practically stationary since HUM. which is somewhat, sur- 
prising considering that, it is a hardy race of semi-aboriginals. Tho Bauris in 
West Bengal to whom the same remark would apply have also registered a 
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very small increase. 

*105. Tho increase of the Baislmabs by S per cent, is only natural, for 
this is a caste which grows by accession from 
IHimixau. outside, as well as from natural causes. It. is 

very largely a (lave of Adullam, the refuge of many in revolt against society 
and Brahmanical domination. With this accession f o their numbers, their 
aggregate is now a little over half a million. . 

The Bauris are far more widely distributed than the Bagdis, whom 
they resemble in many ways, for half of t,ho 
total number (000,1 57) are found in West. Bengal, 
and practically all the remainder in Cuttack, Puri and Manbhum. In tho 
district last named they number over 100.000 and form tho lntlk of tho 
labourers in the coal mines. _ The Bauri is. in fact, fast becoming a collier, so 
much so that coal mining is beginning to. he _ regarded as tho traditional 
occupation of the caste. Since 1001 thoy have increased only by 2 por cont., 
which is loss than that might naturally he oxpoctod from such a hardy race. 


0 Kbntrin tire rxcln'k'il beu.iiw they me not an indi^i-noun caste : in any case, their number in 
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KlIAMIlU ASK JlMKAIl. 


down by the others. Their request was granted as an experimental measure 
and orders issued to have all country spirit shops in the Khnndmals closed 
down. 

1009. The Kayasths havo grown by 8£ per cent, since 1901. but the 

rate of increase in Bengal and in Bihar and Orissa 

is very different. In Bengal they have an addi- 

tion of 129,000 (13 per cent.), to which tho Dacca and Chittagong Divisions 
contribute throe-fourths. In tho former Division there is an increase of 
55.000, over half of which may be accounted for by Sudras entering them- 
selves as Kayasths ; tho numbor of Sudras has fallen by 29,000. In the 

Chittagong Division, where there has boon an increase of '18,000 Kayasths, we 

find a decrease of 9,000 Sudras. Tho Karan is an Oriya caste of writers, 
corresponding to the Kayasths of Bengal and Bihar. Thoy havo an increase of 
6 per emit., which is the result of natural growth. 

1010. The Khambus, including the .limdars, are the most numerous 

Nepateso tribe enumerated, their total number 
being 01,871, of whom 10,109 were found in 

Darjeeling and 15.872 in Sikkim. All but 2,611 returned their caste as Jimdar. 
It seems probable that the term Khambu was originally geographical and was 
applied to a raco of aborigines who, according to Newer tradition, came into 
Nepal from tho east, i.c., from Tibet. Another name applied to them was 
Iviranti, also a geographical term applied to all the races (Limbus and Yakhas 
as well as Khambus) living in Kirant, a tract in the east of Nepal, of which 
the limits are uncertain. It was bounded on the west by the Dud Kosi, but, 
its eastern boundary is said to bo either the Singalila range or the Arun or the 
Tainbar river. The Khambu country proper is said to lay to the east of this 
tract, either between that Arun or Tambar or to the oast of the Tambar. 
Legend relates that formerly the Kirantis killed and ate every kind of animal 
including cows. War was declared upon them by the Gurkhas, and after 
the Gurkha conquest the eating of beef was prohibited. At present the 
main distinction between the Khambus and Jimdars is that the former can 
and do eat cow’s flesh, whereas the Jimdars do not. The Khambus also have 
different household deities and are reported by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Darjeeling to offer cow’s flesh to them : they certainly offer pigs and fowls, 
through their own priests, who are called Home. When a Khambu dies, 
a pig is brained (with a pestle for grinding corn), and its tail and ears cut off 
and placed under the dead man’s armpits before he is brnded. Only the 
Wealthier Khambus are cremated. The two appear to be of the same stock, 
the Jimdars being a more completely Hinduized section. They still however 
eat and drink together and also intermarry, and many of their sub-castes are 
the same, e.g., Kulung, Chaurasia and Lohorong. They both call themselves 
Rais, and a Jimdar when asked if he is a Khambu will generally admit that 
he is. 

1011. The Khandaits are- another Oriya caste corresponding to the 

Khandait Rajputs on other parts of the country. They have 

an increase of 12 per cent., which is the result 
partly of Chasas recording their caste as Khandaits and partly of the transfer , 
of a large Oriya population from the Central Provinces. They now number 
805, 761, or 41,586 less than the Chasas, but it is probable that accretion 
from the ranks of the latter will soon cause them to supplant the Chasas as 
the most numerous caste in Orissa. 

1012. The Koiri and Kurmi are two great cultivating castes of Bihar, 

.. TCnnan but the latter is also the name of an aboriginal 

tribe in Chota Nagpur and the Orissa States, who 
spell their name with a harder, whereas the Bihari castes use a soft r. It 
was impossible to distinguish between the spellings, and they have there- 
fore been grouped together. The Koiris number 1,306,469 and have grown 
by 3 per cent, since 1901. The Kurmis, with a strength of nearly l|- millions, 
have advanced more i-apidly, their percentage of increase being nearly 7 per 
cent. This is accounted for by the expansion in Chota Nagpur, where the 
semi-aboriginal Kurmis have added 100,000 to their numbers. The Bihari 
Kurmis have sustained a loss of 17,000 and may, therefore, be described as 
stationary. 

1013. The Lepchas are a small but interesting race, almost entirely 
confined to Sikkim and Dai-jeeling, who number 
20,316 (including 1,240 Christians in Darjeeling, 
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and 202 in Sikkim).* Fears liave been expressed that the Lepchas are dying 
out, but there appears to be no warrant, for this belief, though the considera- 
tion of the question of their real growth is somewhat complicated by the 
greater accuracy of each successive census bringing to light a larger number 
of Lepchas in Sikkim. In Sikkim they have registered an increase of 16 per 
cent, during the last 10 years, and in Darjeeling they have increased by 
6 per cent. In the latter district they are concentrating more and more 
in the Kalimpong tliana, where their number has risen during the last 
20 years from 4,708 to 6,750, which is more than half the total found in 
the whole district. As Mr. Bell remarks — “ No doubt many of the race 
have left the unsuitable environment of Darjeeling town and other parts of 
the district in order to settle in Kalimpong, where the forest, though 
reserved and under Government restriction, is still plentiful and close. 
Many more have emigrated to Bhutan, where still more abundant forests, 
untrammelled by restrictions, enable them to follow their wasteful, though 
ancient, system of jhuming . . . The Lepcha is apt to let his rights 
slide with the saying 1 We Lepchas do not know how to bring com- 
plaints.’ As a cultivator, the Lepcha is steadily improving by contact with 
liis Nepalese neighbours. He has lost most of his jungle-craft with the 
reservation of the forests, but has learnt in its place how to make terraces 
for rice fields, to cultivate the chief crops, and generally to carry on his affairs 
in such a manner as is necessary to enable him to exist under the altered 
conditions of British rule and the scramble for land that has followed in 
its wake.”f 

1014. The Mundas numbor 558,200 (including the Christian Mundas), 

of whom about three-fifths are residents of Ranchi. 
slUN,,A ' There they are distributed among three religions, 

67,000 being Christians, 57,000 Hindus and 220,000 Animists. The increase 
in their numbers during the last ten years represents no less than 25 percent., 
which is due partly to a number of persons who returned themselves as Kols 
in the Orissa States being classified as Mundas instead of being grouped with 
Hos as in -1901.- There has also been a large increase in Ranchi, which is 
partly the result of the settlement securing agrarian rights to the Munda 
racc:\ Cases have consequently been frequent .of men who used to call 
themselves Rajputs, disclaiming that caste when it was a quostion of their 
being recorded as Mundari Khuntkattidars and of obtaining the rights 
attaching to that tenure. In such cases the pseudo-Rajputs have not only 
admitted that they are Mundas, but taken considerable trouble to prove it. 

1015. The Namasudras have grown by 3 per cent, during the last 

_ ten years, and with an aggregate of 1,913,343 are 
Nasiasuwu. the ggygjjth largest Hindu caste in Bengal, Bihar 

and Orissa. They are a progressive Bengali caste chiefly found in Eastern 
Bengal. 

1016. An increase of 8£ per cent, has brought the number of Oraons up 

to 640,010, including the Christian Oraons, of 
° RA0N ' whom there are 113,000. Their distribution 

is very si mil ar to that of the Mundas, for they are found in greatest strength 
in Ranchi, where nearly 400,000 were enumerated. They have, however, 
migrated far more freely than the Mundas, and 90,000 are found in the tea 
gardens of Jalpaiguri. 

1017. The Pods number 536,590, of whom 470,000, or nine-tenths, are 

residents of the 24-Parganas and Khulna. In the 
PoD ' former district they represent one-seventh, and 

in the latter one-tenth of the total population. They are multiplying rapidly, 
an increase of 11 per cent, in 1901 having been followed by a further increase 
of 15|- per cent, in the. subsequent ten years. 

1018. The Rajbansis, on the other hand, have lost ground, the decrease 

- __ amounting to 150,000 or 7 per cent. The decrease 

Rajbansi and Koch. i 8} however, more apparent than real. It is due 

to the Koches having been recorded separately instead of grouped with 
Rajbansis as in 1901. Half the decrease has occurred in the Rajshahi 
Division, where 76,523 more Koches ' were enumerated than in 1901, 
while the Rajbansis have decreased by 107,696 : in this area only 


, ° There were also 1,598 persons in Darjeeling who returned themselves as Native Christians without 

specification of tribe or races, but returned their Inngunge as Lepcha. These Lepchas, who have become 
converts to Christianity, are excluded from the figures above. 
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305 Koches wore returned at the last census. With a total of 1,916.376 
the Rajbansis are the sixth largest Hindu caste in Rengal, Bihar and Orissa. 
Two-thirds of them are found in the Rajshahi Division, but they are relatively 
strongest in tho Coocli Reliar State, where they account for nearly three-fifths 
of the population. The Koches mnnher 128,000, or 58.000 more than the 
number returned in 1901. Nearly all were enumerated in North and East 
Bengal, and they are most numerous in Dinajpur and Mymensingh. which 
contain over half the total number. 

101!). The number of Rajputs has fallen by 2 per cent., the actual decrease 

being 26,973. This is accounted for by an addi- 
tion of 25,593 among the Khetaurisof the Sonthal 
Parganas, most of whom were grouped with the 
Chhatris, i.c., Rajputs, in 1901. Two number of Rajputs in that district has 
fallen by over 27,000, while the aggregate of Khetauris is 27,024. which 
corresponds fairly closely with the estimate of 30,000 made by Mr. W. B. 
Oldham.* Two other districts, viz., Shahabad and Saran, also record heavy 
losses. In both districts some decline might naturally be expected on account 
of tho decrease in the general population. In Shahabad. however, the loss 
represents 7 per cent., while the general population has only fallen by 5 per 
cent. The Rajputs there are now reduced to a number less than that returned 
in 1S72. Seven-eighths of the loss has taken place among the females and 
is probably, to a large extent, the result of plague mortality. In Saran there 
is a decreaso of nearly 7 per cent., which is 2 jrer cent, above the general 
decrease ; here too tho Joss among females exceeds the loss among the males. 

The number of Ivhatris has, at the same time, fallen by 21.000. 
reducing their aggregate to 46.029. There is always the greatest difficulty 
in distinguishing between the entries Khatri and Chhatri in slip copying 
and subsequent compilation ; and the decrease must be attributed to greater 
success in deciphering them, a large proportion of those previously treated 
as Ivhatris being consequently entered as Chhatris. The Ivhatris are an 
immigrant caste, and their real number is probably smaller even than that 
now returned. There are also 16.419 persons classified as Ivshattriyas 
in Eastern Bengal. Nearly all are Manipuris in Hill Tippera. who on conver- 
sion of Hinduism arrogate that name. These pseudo-Rajputs shou^/more 
properly lie grouped with the Chhatris or Rajputs instead of being given 
such an archaic and generic designation. 

1020. An addition of 13 per cent, has brought the number of Santals to 

over 2 millions (2,068.000). and they are the fifth 
S ' NTU ~ largest race in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. In 'addi- 

tion to those enumerated in these two Provinces, there are 59.000 in Assam. 

Altogether 668.149 
are found in the 
district (the Son- 
thal Parganas) 
which bears their 
name. one-third 
being inhabitants 
of the Damin-i- 
Koh. In this dis- 
trict they have 
decreased by 1.386 
since 1901. which 
at first sight 
appears surprising 
considering what 
a hardy, prolific 
race they are. 
The explanation 
lies in 'emigration 
and partly in the 
fact that 10.000 
Ivols or Ivarmales 
were classified as 
Santals in 1901 ; 
Kol is the local 
name for Karmales 

Some Historical and Ethnical A«]ieets of tlie Burdwan District, Index, p. xi. 
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The position of the Santals in the Sonthal Parganas has boon well explained 
by Jlr. H. McPherson, i.c.s., formerly Settlement Officer in the Sonthal 
Parganas: — “In. the areas that are left to him, beyond which there is no 
farther advance to be made, he has been protected against encroachment and 
against the consequences of his own folly by a paternal Government, and he 
has settled down with intont to stay and to continue the work of improve- 
ment and reclamation begun by him. In the older areas, from which he 
moved on at an earlier date, he seems to have done the first clearing of 
jungle and the first rough shaping of slopes and levels. The more civilized 
Bengali. Bihari and up-eountry immigrant came at his heels and pushed him 
oft* the land by force, cajolery and trickory.” These remarks are to some 
extent confirmed by the results of the present census, for in the Damin. 
where they are protected, the Santals have increased by 2 per cent, in spite of 
extensive emigration, while they have decreased by l£ per cent, outside it. 
They have been spreading far afield in search of land or labour, especially to 
the north-east. Pnrnea and North Bengal record an addition of 88.510 
Santals or 54 per cent., part only of which is due to natural growth among the 
earlier settlers. Of this increase, Dinajpur, where the Santals are flocking 
into the Barind, claims 36,000, Malda, which also has a Barind tract, 14,000, 
and Pnrnea the samo number. 

^ 1021. Another large body of Santals is found in the districts of Hazari- 

bagh, Manbhum, 
Singhbhum, Mid- 
napore and the 
Orissa Feudatory 
States, which 
between them 
contain 803.122. 
In Manbhum there 
has been an in- 
crease of 10 per 
cent., the result 
largely of immi- 
gration to the 
coalfields : the 

rate of increase is 
the same as among 
the general popu- 
lation. With the 
addition of the 
new-comers, the 
Santals of Man- 
bhum now repre- 
sent one-seventh of 
the district popu- 
lation. The at- 
tractions of the coal-fields are also largely responsible for an increment 
of 19.500 or over 40 per cent, in Burdwan. Hooghly again has an addition 
of 13,000 or 130 per cent.; here the Santal is beginning to take to labour 
and cultivation in alluvial flats away from the rolling uplands where he 
lias hitherto made his home. So far he has not proceeded further south-east 
than Hooghly or moved to the delta proper. Excluding Murshidabad, where 
conditions are different, there are only 4,356 Santals in the whole of Central 
and East Bengal. The mills do not appear to attract him, and he abhors city 
life. Calcutta contains only 56 Santals and the metropolitan districts of 
Howrah and the 24-Parganas, with their numerous mill towns, only 1,217. 

1022. A certain number of Santals. who have given up eating cows, 
pigs and fowls have assumed the name of Kharwar, as mentioned in 
Chapter IV in the account of the Kharwar movement. A number of them 
returned Kharwar and not Santal as their caste, and it is probable that most 
of the 1,306 Kharwars returned for the Sonthal Parganas are really Santals. 
It is noticeable that the number of Santals returned as Hindus in that 
•district has fallen from 73,881 to 265. ' * 
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1023. The Sauria Paharias, or Malor, and tho Mai Paharias aro two races 

„ „ „ round almost exclusively in tho Sonthal Panamas. 

Sauhu and Mai, Pahauia. Th( , numhor o£ tho fonnor in thai , distr % t j 8 

62,327, or ono-third moro than in 1001, and of tho lattor 38.553 or 50 por cent, 
inoro than in that yoar. Thoso very largo incroasos aro duo to the groator 
eomplotonoss of tho consus in tho iSonthal Parganas and to tho care taken by 
tho local ofticors to socuro an accurate record. This was mainly effected by 
using tho name Sauria Paharia inatoad of Malor, which is easily confused with 
Mai, Malo or Mai Paharia, and by tabooing terms used by various sections of 
tho Mai Paharias, such as Kumarhhag, Maulik, Naiya, and Pujahar. The 
local distribution of tho Sauria and Mai Paharias is somewhat different. 
Practically all tho former aro found in tho Dntnin in tho Ifajmahal, Godda and 
Pakaur subdivisions, whereas ovor four-fifths of tho Mai Paharias live outside 
tho Damin and loss than 3,000 aro resident in tho Godda and Rajmahal 
subdivisions. 

102-1. At this consus tho Sheikhs registered an addition of a little under 

throo millions (14 por cent.), and their aggregate 
is now a little under 24§ millions. Nearly 23 
millions are found in Bengal, where they account 
for 95 per cent, of the total Musalman population. In North and East 

Bengal they have 


Sheikhs ash 
onouis. 
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increased by 2f 
millions owing 
mainly to the 
orders of the 
Government of 
Eastern Bengal 
and Assam that 
the lower func- 
tional groups such 
as Jolahas and 
Kulus might 
return themselves 
as Pathans, 
Sheikhs, etc. 
The Pathans are 
more numerous by 
78,000 or 18 per 
cent, than they 
were 10 years 
ago, while the 
J olahas have lost 

134.000, the 
Nasyas 199,000, 
and the Kulus 

46.000. .The 

marginal map shows the variations which have taken place among the Jolahas. 
1025. The Sunris and Shahas -were formerly treated as one and the same 

caste, but at this census they were recorded 
separately in Bengal. The great majority of the 
persons who entered themselves as Shahas are really Sunris, and the two 
must be taken together for comparative purposes. If the Sunris are considered 
separately, we find that in the area administered by the late Government of 
Eastei-n Bengal and Assam, -where Sunris were freely allowed to return them- 
selves as Shahas, the number of Sunris has fallen 
from 285.000 to 5,000, and in their place a body of 
298,000 Shahas has sprung up. Taking both 
Sunris and Shahas together, there is an increase 
of 14 per cent, since 1901, their distribution being 
as noted in the margin. 

The Tantis, who > number 936,260, have sustained a loss of 10,000 
or 1 per cent, during the last decade, which does 
not, however, represent a real decline. It is 
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duo to tho fact that in Singhldutm most of tho Puns sucooodod in passing 
thomsolvos t>lY as Taut is in l’.'Ol, wheroas, at t 1 »ik census, they won* returned 
hv thoir real caste name. The result was a decrease in the number of Tnntiit 
hi that district hv 22.000 and an increase of nearly 20.000 among the 
Pans. 


grKSTIUNS OK HAt-K. 

1 02J7. The question of race \e. determined by anthropometry was dis- 
, r . <)VtrnJ t , (t cussed in the hot reject on the Oemon of India, 

when 1 tin* population of lion pal, Bihar and Orissa 
was nlhvnted to tho fellow ini' four main tyjws ; — {I 'The Arvo-Htavidian tyjvc 
found in Hiliar and repie-ented in its upper *ti.ita l>y the Hindustani Hrahmnn 
and in its hover hv the t'hamar. It b> * aid to he ptohahly the re*ult of tho 
inter-miMuro, in varying proportions. of the Indo-An.tu ami Providian types, 
the former element privloimnating in the lower group*- and th" latter in the 
higher, (IP The Me*ufo!<-Prav idian tyjs> of Power Ileiip.il ami OriVsa, 
comprising tho Bengal Hiahmaie and Kny.e-th* . the Mnhammadans of Kutdcrii 
Bengal, and other group* psnliar to the ptrt *-f India, It is said to he 
probably a blend of Providian and Mongoloid element-, with a *tmin of Hide- 
Aryan b|o«d in the higher groups Ui Tie* Mongolo-M typ«of tin* Himalayas, 
Nepal, etc,, represent >■ i hy the l.ejreh.’e- of Barjo.-ling ami the l,imbtis e 
Mnrmis, and tlernmr- of Nopal. HV* The Pmvidi.iu ijjk- p-rvading the whole 
of t 'hot ,i Nagpur; it* ne».t ehar.te'.eri* tie t. j*re-,ent-.tive i are the Santals 
This is said to he probably tin* original typo of tic p ■juilation of India, now 
molilb-d to n varying extent by tin- admixture >>j Aryan, Scythian, and 
Mongoloid elem-nts. 

ltt/S. ttf late year- nnthrep -no try a>- a t.--t of race has begun to fall out 
of favour. I’rofes-iir Ridgeway e..midei* tba‘ jdiyie.d type depends far 
mere on environment than i :t race. " Kiom the evidence already to hand 
there I** high probability that iut* nmrmre e:m do little to forma now race, 
unless tin* parents o:i both iidi> are of r.os->, i-v-ilv-4 in similar environ- 
ments."* K.b '-where he points *>ut that “a- the physical anthrojerlngists 
canne; agree tip-m any principles of skull mem moment, the historical inquirer 
must not at jirc‘ent base any argum- nt on thi- class of evidence."! Another 
writer remarks ; — "Neither cejdialic nor meal index is of much use in deter- 
mining rnec. Tie* truth is, the m«*th'«l of indices has been thoroughly 
discredited among anthropobigc t*>, ami were is not employed in the ‘People 
of India,’ n hook published in IPOS, wo sheuld have supposed it had no 
longer any followers. S-Tgi, the eminent professor of anthropology at Rome, 
says: * A m«tln>l which is only in app-ar.-meo a urnth**! inevitably lends to 
errors and can produce no results.’ Kor this ‘old and irmtional method/ 
Kergi wotdd substitute the natural method, which consists in judging hy the 
form of the skull. Professor Ridgeway, however, is of a different opinion. 
“ Osteologic.nl differences/' fie says, “may he but foundations of sand, 
because it is certain that such variations take place within very short periods, 
not only in the ca«o of the lower animals, an in the horse family, hut in man 
himM‘lf.§” His views appear to he confirmed by (he recent discoveries of 
Waloher. who has drawn attention to (he changes which can lie made in tho 
shape of the skull of newly born infants by inducing them to lie constantly 
on tho side or on the hack, according as it is desired to make the head long 
or short. Infants willingly lie on their hack, if Uiey are given a soft feather 
pillow. If. on flic ether hand, a hard pillow* is used they prefer to lie ou tho 
side. (Jf twins, one who was kept on the side had a long head (index 78*-l) 
and also a long face, while the other who was kej>t on the back had a short 
head (index and a short face. 1 ! 

° A'Mfr»« to ill" Anttir.ip'iliijnc-i! S-itimi nf (I,.- Itrili'nli An-tri ilion, UHW. 

1 HMp'Wny, 77, t f'arli/ Ayr rtf (irrrrr, ji , 77. 

t I’r.tfcr i-.ir Hum- rulmm C<«, A iitArn/om-fri/ nml Harr, Mi«h rn 1 1,- % irw, Mny, 1911. 

5 Ail-Iron In tin- Atithrn|><ihi|’i"iil S-iii-m nf th" tlritinti Ar-iH-intinii, l*nm, 

i! Arlirl" in tt\" Murncltrnrr .llfilfcinlrrhr 11 nrhrnrrhtijl, il.it. <1 th- ] 7t)i January 1911. 
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largo as 
patches 
are so 


1029. Another test of race which has recently been propounded is that 

blue patches are an infallible proof of Mongolian 
Mongolian bi.uk batch*, descent. Herr Bnclz, the author of this theory, 

states : — Every Chinese, every Korean, .Japanese and Malay, is born with 
a dark blue patch of irregular shape in the lower sacral region. 
Sometimes it is equally divided on both sides and sometimes not. Some- 
times it is only the size of a shilling, and at other times nearly as 
the hand. In addition, there are also more or less numerous similar 
on the trunk and limbs, but never on the face. Sometimes they 
numerous as to cover nearly half the surface of the body. Their appearance 
is as if the child has been bruised by a fall. These patches generally 
disappear in the first year of life, but sometimes they last for several years. 
If it be the case, ns I believe, that such patches are found exclusively 
amongst persons of Mongolian race, they furnish a most important criterion 
for distinguishing between this and other races.” * Inquiries regarding the 
occurrence of such marks have been made in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, which 
afford a particularly suitable field for investigation in view of Sir Herbert 
Risley’s theory that the Bengalis are a Mongolo-Dra vidian race. If Baelz’s 
theory is true that they are found exclusively among Mongolian children 
or children of .Mongolian descent, they would naturally be absent in areas 
such as Bihar, and among races such as Hindustani Brahmans, to whom no 
Mongolian strain has been attributed. 

1030. Such patches are quite common in Bengal. Bihar and Orissa, and 
they are not confined to any particular caste or race. Both Hindus and 
Musalmans, high castes and low castes, aboriginals and others, have them. Out 
of 8,298 children, -198 were found to have blue patches, hut there were the 
most extraordinary variations in the percentages in different district s, due in all 
probability to babies being examined in some cases and children in others. The 
fact that the patches generally disappear within a year after birth was not 
always realized : one Civil Surgeon solemnly reported the results of the examin- 
ation of 112 adults, which was of course nil. In Cuttack only 11 out of 3.365 
children had blue patches, whereas in the adjoining district of Puri, they were 
found on 21 out of 29 children. In Singbblnnn 2,000 children were examined, 
but only 4 children (all Hos) had pigmented skins. One doctor found them in 1 
out of every 10 ; another in 1 out of every 7 of the children that came under 
observation ■ and a few in 50 to 90 per cent, of the cases examined. Exclud- 
ing returns that seem to be of doubtful validity, the general proportion seems 
to be about 1 in every 10. 

1031. The most reliable results were obtained in the Eden Hospital in 
Calcutta, where observations were made by the Resident Surgeons among the 
infants born in the hospital. Here 61 out of 192 babies, or nearly one-third, 
had Id ue patches at birth. They were usually noticed on the lower part 
of the back and over the hips. Their dimensions variedfrom the size of a 
rupee to the size of an adult’s hand. The colour was always light blue. 
Out of the 61 children. 11 were Eurasians, 10 were Kayastks and one was 
a Jewish child. The remainder were Brahmans. Goalas, Telis, Kaibarttas. 
Gandhabaniks, Kapits, Kumhars. Tantis, Bngdis. Indian Christians and 
Musalmans. These blue patches often run in families. A Bengali gentleman, 
a. Bnrendra Brahman by caste, writes — “ In our family almost all the infants 
are born with blue patches. They sometimes appear on the upper part of 
the back, some on both the lower and upper parts, but generally on the 
lower part of the back. They are roundish or irregular in shape, prominent 
in children with fair skins and naturally less prominent in dark skins. 
They usually disappear within a few months after birth, but in the case 
of a niece of mine they could be traced until she was six years of age.” 
All the children of another Brahman in Orissa (seven in number) were born 
with similar skin pigmentation. 

1032. The so-called Mongolian patches, though found in all parts and 
among all castes, appear to be most common 
among the Mongoloid races of the Chittagong Hill 


Racial prevalence. 


" On the races of East Asia, with special reference to Japan , Zeitschrift fnr Ethnologie, 1901, Part II 
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Tracts and among the Rajbansis of North 




Number of 

Number 

Arva. 

Caste or rticc. 

chi drou 

with blue 


esn mined. 

patches. 

r 

Cli iktna 

1M 

91 


ICuml ... 

2o 

24 

Chittagong HlUTmcls < 

i 

ilngli ... 

101 

84 

Muning 

30 

23 


Tipara 

120 

85 

JfllpalpmJ 

Ilnjlvtml 

« 

28 


Kharlft 

27 

... 

Chota Nagpur Platciu \ 

MutMa 

Omoti 

C8 

79 

4 

l 

Siuitftl 

253 

9 


Bengal. This form of pigmenta- 
tion is far loss prevalent among 
the races of the Chota Nagpur 
Plateau, as may bo realized from 
the marginal figures. Patches of 
this kind have also been found 
in puro European children — in one 
out of every 200 — where their 
presence is ascribed not to mixed 
blood, but to atavism or throwing 
back to ancestors with dark or 
black skins. It is also said that 
similar patches occur in some 

specios of monkeys.* 

So far as Bengal is concerned, my opinion is that the presence of the 
so-called Mongolian patches cannot ho said to support Sir Herbert Risley’s 
hyphothesis that the Bengalis arc a Mongolo-Dravidian race. The results 
also seem to discount the hypothesis that they are found exclusively among 
Mongolian races, though they are undoubtedly most frequent among children 
of Mongolian stock or with a Mongolian strain. In view of the Darwinian 
theory, it would bo interesting to know the relative provalence of congenital 
blue patches among monkeys and human beings. 

1033. Inquiry was also made regarding the prevalence? of melanoglossia, 

to which attention was first drawn by (Jolonel F, 
Mmanomxksu. Maynard, i.m.s., so far as this part of India is 

concenied. 'Colonel Maynard carried out his observations at Ranchi, whore he 

examined 317 tongues and found pigmentation in 
32 per cent, of the cases. The distribution of the 
races in which they were found was as shown in 
the margin. “The othor castes,” Colonel Maynard 
remarked, “ include a considerable number of 
castes of Aryan origin, and the relative infre- 
quency of pigmented tongues among them (1!)'5) per cent.) compared with their 
frequency among the Dravidian tribes (average 4*1*8 per cent.) confirms the 
general impression I had formed that the pigmentation of tho tongue varies 
with the pigmentation of the skin. For the Kolarian tribes (Mundas, Oraons, 
Kharias, etc.) have, as a rule, the blackest skins possible, and the depth of 
skin pigment was generally observed to correspond directly with the depth 
of tho tongue pigment. The distribution and extent, of tho discoloration 
varied greatly. In somo cases the fungiform papilhe were each surrounded 
by a blue or brown rim. giving Hie tongue a curious speckled look ; in cithers 
there were irregular bluo or black blotches, simple or multiple, and varying 
in size from a two-anna bit to a rupee on tho dorsum or along the edges of the 
tongue. Iu one only was the whole tongue black. Tn no case were the gums 
or roof of the mouth pigmented. The marks were found at all ages, though 
more commonly, more widely spread and of deeper hue in adults than in 
children. 

“ The children of -16 parents who had pigmented tongues wore examined 
with the following results. Of 16 sons of melanoglossal fathers, 7 had their 
tongues pigmented ; 4 daughters of tho same group of fathers showed no 
marKs. Of 14 sons of melanoglossal viotliers, 3 had pigmented tongues ; and, 
of 12 daughters of tho same, 3 were pigmented. As far as could be ascer- 
- tamed, the pigment was not in any way due to malaria. Enlarged spleens 
were not found more frequently in those who had than in those who had not 
pigmented tongues. Thus, melanoglossia, as far as these 347 cases go, 
would appear to bo largely a question of race, and to be more common the 
lower the nice is in the scale of civilization. It is almost equally common in 
the two sexes. It would appear to be hereditary, though not necessarily 
appearing in early childhood. No connection with any diseased condition was 
to be made out.”f 

° The Hospital (p. 249), dated 26th November 1912. 

^ T Lieutenant-Colonel F. P. Maynard, i.m.s., A Note on Melanoglossia , Indian Medical Gazette, October 
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NATimM. Division 
ou distiuct. 

Nnmtxjr 

examined. 

Number 

with 

melanoglossia. 

Porcontago. 

West Bengal ... 

940 

75 

8 

Oenlml Ilongal 

7,116 

700 

10 

Darjeeling 

81 

17 

21 

North Bihar ... 

1,060 

146 

14 

South Bihar ... 

2,210 

210 

H 

Orisai 

3,861 

58 

H 

25 

Oh ota Nagpur Plateau 

3,250 

835. 

To‘M 

18.444 

2,033 

11 


1034. Investigations carried out in all the districts of Bengal (as con- 
stituted at tlio time of the census) show that pigmented tongues are quite 
common. Altogether 18,444 observations wore made, and melanoglossia was 

found in 11 por cent, of the cases. 
The area in which it is least common 
appears to bo Orissa, whilo it is most 
prevalent in the Chota Nagpur 
Plateau, whero aboriginal races ^pre- 
dominate. The marginal statement 
shows tho result of the examinations 
made. These can be taken as reli- 
able, for observations were made in 
hospitals and dispensaries, while Civil 
Surgeons examined the tongues of 
prisoners in jail. Melanoglossia is 
not confined to races of aboriginal descent, though it is undoubtedly more 
common among them. In addition to tho tribes and castes mentioned by 

Colonel Maynard, it has been ascertained that the 
incidence among Santals is 40 per cent., 246 out 
of 584 Santals having pigmented tongues. The 
figures for Darjeeling also deserve attention : all 
but four of the persons with pigmented'- tongues 
belong to the hill races, viz., Jimdars, Mangars, 
Gurungs, Khas, Bhotias and Lepchas. 

Cases of melanoglossia are reported for over 
100 different castes or races ; the marginal 
statement shows its incidence among some 
Hindu castes and Musalman groups in South 
Bihar and Hazaribagh, which may be taken as 
representative of different social strata. It seems by no means certain that 
melanoglossia is racial and not pathological. The opinion is common among 
those medical officers who kindly assisted in the inquiry that it is a concomit- 
ant of malaria. Observations carried out in Ranchi, among aboriginal or 
semi-aboriginal races, also indicate that it is commoner among females than 
among males, and that it is six times as common among adults as among 
children under 16 years of age. The result of 1,800 observations in that 
district is to show that tho percentage of pigmented tongues among males and 
females under 16 years of age is 5 and 6, respectively, whereas the ratio is 30 
per cent, among males and 40 per cent, among females over that age. This 
form of pigmentation is certainly therefore not congenital, and it is a fair 
inference that it is not racial. 
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4 
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1 
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18 

18 



a 
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769 
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5,582 
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... ... 
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XIV,— Traders and pedlars 

1,020 
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Bind 
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93 
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... 
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84G 1 
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83 
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83 
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79 


79 
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78 

11 
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III.— Labourers 

... 
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Bagtfi ... 

... 

1,010 
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... ... 
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... ... 

112 

115 


Dhoba 


605 

223 

377 
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... ... 

627 
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Other* ... 


54 

4 

60 
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... 
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... 
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w. 
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no 
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XVIII,— Weavers, carders 
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79 

Joel and Jupl 


361 
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Ta nt 1 nnd Tatwa ... 


936 
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30 
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86 
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43 

6 
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218 






Tlparn ... ... 


130 
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Or. ass. 

| Number, j Emplo.u'n 

1 Oo’.UorloH 

109 l 86.H7K 

2. Imllfco plautttUoiw 

IIP 30,680 | 

3. Mien min h 

62 10,810 ■ 

4. Ilnllwnj workshop* 

7 10,260 | 


number 256 or over two-fifths of tho concerns, and they give employment to 

105.000 persons or two-thirds of the labour force. Tho only other important 

industrial concerns arc indigo plantations, which, 
number 11!) and employ 80,680 persons. The 
latter -figure includes those employed directly 
by the factories in cultivation as well as in 
the manufacture of indigo. It would have been 
greater had the industrial census been taken in 
the manufacturing season ; as it was, many of the 
factories were not at work, and were consequently 

excluded from the returns, while in others the labour force was only a 
fraction of what it would be later in the year. Excluding mines and indigo 
plantations, tho total number of industrial and manufacturing works in the 
province is 208 with -1-1,000 operatives, half of whom are at work in railway 
workshops and timber yards. 

1018. The most backward part of the province is tho Orissa Division, 

, which has a population of 5 millions, but contains 

Loi'Atj DISTIUHin ION. i i/**l . • i *i 1 -| ' f mm m i . 

only 16 industrial concerns with ],-17-l employes. 
The Patna Division is but little better, though it has 20 towns and 5J million 
inhabitants, for there are no more than 26 works employing under 3,000 
hands. The returns for tho Tirliut Division are very different owing to 
the indigo industry, which accounts for two-thirds of the. concerns and 
all but 8,000 of the employes. This industry has little vitality in Saran, 
but still maintains itself in the other three districts of the division. 
The only other works of importance in Tirliut are the railway works at 
Samastipur in the Darbhanga district. In the Jlhagalpur Division the only 
district which can be said to bo in any way industrial is Monghyr, where 
the railway workshops of the East Indian Bailway at Janialpur employ over 

8.000 men, while the tobacco factory of the Peninsular Tobacco Company at 
Monghyr, though not long started, has over 1,000 hands. In tins division there 
are still 20 indigo factories at work with nearly 3,000 employes ; the only 
other important works are the stone quarries of the Sonthal Parganas. The 
Chota Nagpur Division, though in other respects the most backward tract 


in the province, is the most advanced industrially owing 


resources. The development of the Jheria coal-fields puts 
ahead of the other districts, for at the time of the census 194 
at work and 80,000 persons were employed in them. The 
factories in this district do not give a clear idea of the expansion 
lac industry, for most were not at work at the time of the census. 


to its mineral 
Manbhum far 
collieries were 
figures for lac 
of the 
In 


Hazaribagh there are no less than 42 mica mines with 9,000 labourers, 
which exceeds by 3,000 the number employed in the Giridih collieries. In 
Singhbhum the Tata Iron and Steel Works at Sakchi, though they were 
still under construction when the census took place and had not started . 
manufacturing, already employed 4.600 persons, the copper mine of the 
Copper Company at Matigara over 1,000, and the iron mines of the Bengal 
Iron and Steel Works nearly 1,500. In the Orissa Feudatory States only 
Mayurbhanj and Gangpur contain industrial .works. In the former the work- 
ing of the iron mines at Gurumaishani afforded employment to over 4,000 
persons. In the latter the development of the timber trade lias led to the 
concentration of over 8,000 men in timber yards. 

1044. Joint stock enterprise has not developed to the same extent as in 

Bengal, only a little over one-fourth of the concerns 

Owneus and managers. (excluding those belonging to Government; being 

owned by companies. The majority of these are mining companies, and there 
are only 40 companies for the exploitation of other forms of industry or manu- 
facture. The Indian inhabitants are either more averse to forming companies 
than the Bengalis, or their management of them is less successful, for 
the companies, of which the directors are solely or partly drawn from the 
Indian community, number no more than 23 or one-seventh of the total 
number. The indigo concerns, unlike the tea gardens, are still mainly in 
private hands, and all but 14 are owned by Europeans. European companies, 
however, own two-fifths of the coal mines, one-fifth of the mica mines, 
and all but one of the iron, manganese and copper mines. Of the concerns 
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having private owners, two-t.hirds belong to Indians, who practically mono- 
polize' all but the indigo plantations. One-fifth of the private owners of 
Indian origin are Brahmans, who have possession of no less than 27 mines 
and indigo plantations. Next to them the Agarwalas own tho largest number 
of industrial undertakings, the proportion being one-eighth, while the Kayasths 
come third with one-ninth : members of tho caste last named own 15 collieries 
and 10 mica mines. 

10-15. The managers are equally divided between tho Indian and the 
European and Anglo-Indian communities. The latter manage all but two of tho 
indigo plantations and over two-fifths of tho collieries, hut only 8!) other concerns. 
The Indian managers are in control of 112 coalmines, four-fifths of the 
mica mines and sugar factories, and practically all tho lac factories. One- 
fourth of them are Brahmans, who manage nearly a fifth of the collieries 
and a fourth of the mica mines. One-sixth are Kayasths, the majority of 
whom are also employed in coal and mica mines, and then come the 
Agarwalas and ICalwars, each contributing one-eighth of the total number 
of Indian managers : the Kalwars owe their position to their interest in tho 
lae trade, 1G lac factories being owned and 18 managed by them. 


CHARACTER OF MILL AND FACTORY LABOUR. 

10 1(5. Before concluding this account of the industrial census, reference 
may be made to tho character of mill and factory labour. As a rule, tho 
labourers do not work throughout tho year, and employment in the mills 
and factories is not their only means of subsistence. No better account of 
the conditions regulating the supply can be given than that contained in 
the report of the Indian Factory Labour Commission of 1907-08. 

The habits of the Indian factory operative' are determined by the fact 
that he is primarily an agriculturist or a labourer on the land. In almost all 
cases his hereditary occupation is agriculture ; his home is in the village 
from which he comes, not in the city in which ho labours ; his wife and 
family ordinarily continue to live in that village ; he regularly remits a portion 
of his wages there'; and he returns there periodically to look after his affairs, 
and to obtain rest aft.or the strain of factory life. There is as yet practically 
no factory population, such as exists in European countrios, consisting of a 
large number of operatives trained from their youth to one particular class of 
work, and dependent upon employment at that work for their livelihood. It 
follows that the Indian operative is, in general, independent of factory work, 
to the extent that he does not rely exclusively upon factory employment in 
order to obtain a livelihood ; at most seasons he can command a wage suffi- 
cient to keep him, probably on a somewhat lower scale of comfort, by accept- 
ing work on the land ; and there are also numerous other avenues of employ- 
ment, more remunerative than agricultural labour, which are open to every 
worker in any large industrial centre. If the operative is not merely a 
landless labourer, ho will in general be bound by strong ties to tho land and 
to the village from which he originally came ; he can at any time abandon 
factory life in order to revert to agriculture ; and the claims of the village 
where he has a definite and accepted position are in practice, as experience 
has shown, sufficiently powerful to recall him from city life for a period which 
extends, on the avorage, to at least a month in each year. The Bombay 
operative resident in the Konkan, probably returns to his village for one 
month each year ; and the jute weaver of Bengal, working longer hours and 
earning higher wages, is not content with loss than two or three months. 
Whenever factory life becomes irksome, the operative can return to his 
village ; there is probably always work of some kind for him there if he wishes 
it ; and in most cases he is secured against want by the joint family system. 
The position of the operative has been greatly strengthened by the fact that 
the supply of factory labour undoubtedly is, and has been, inadequate ; and 
there is, and has been, the keenest competition among employers t,o secure a 
full labour-supply. These two main causes — the independence of the Indian 
labourer, owing to the fact that he possesses other and congenial means of 
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earning a livelihood, and the deficient labour supply — govern the whole 
situation.” 

10-17. Another noticoablo fentuto or modern industrial conditions in Bengal 
is the extent to which its large inanul'actures and industries depend on other 
Provinces for their labour supply. The industrial expansion of Calcutta and 
its neighbourhood has created a demand for labour which the Bengalis have 
not been able to meet, 'l'he inadequacy of the number of local artificers 
mechanics and labourers, and. to some extent, their inefficiency have 
made it necessary to employ an increasing number of workers from other 
parts of India. In the jute mills only a minority of the operatives are 
Bengalis. “ Twenty years ago all the hands wore Bengalis, but they have 
gradually been replaced by Hindustanis from the United Provinces and Bihar. 
Those men havo boon found more regular, stronger, steadier and more satis- 
factory generally, so that at prosont in most of the mills two-thirds of the 
hands are composed of up-country men.”* In the tea gardens of Jalpaiguri 
and Darjeeling the Bengalis form an insignificant minority. In the coal mines 
semi-Hinduized aboriginals or pure aboriginals, such as Bairns and Santals, 
predominate. In the cotton mills Oriyas contribute largely to the ranks of 
the operatives, and one is astonished to see how many Oriyas there are in the 
jute presses and what heavy loads they carry. The same tendency is seen 
in other branches of industry, where the personnel is gradually changing, 
as the Bengali gives place to immigrants. The manner in which the latter 
are filling tho labour market may be illustrated by an extract from a 
speech delivered a few years ago in the Bengal Legislative Council by a 
member, who was himself a large employer of labour with long experience of 
the country : — 

“ It is certainly a fact, which my experience has proved, that the Bengali 
carpenter is being slowly, but surely, supplanted by his Chinese competitor. 
Again speaking from my own experience, this gradual dying out of the 
Bengali carpenter is very materially due not only to his lack of training, but 
also to the disinclination of parents to let their children follow the calling of 
mechanics. I have known several instances of Bengali carpenters in my 
own employ bringing their sons to me to bo taken on as clerks in my office, 
with an Entrance or First Arts qualification. Twenty-five years ago, our 
workmen were nearly all Bengali Hindus, and there was not a single China- 
man in our employ and only one or two Muhammadans. Now we have a large 
number of Chinamen, and among the Indians tho Bengalis are in a very small 
minority. The Chinaman, it is true, gets larger wages, but he earns his 
money to the hilt, works steadily, takes only one or at most two holidays in 
1 the year, is sober, punctual and intelligent, and does not need to be continu 
ally urged to his work. The Bengali, I am constrained to say, is very much 
the contrary. Ho gets small wages certainly, but he earns for hi 8 employer 
even less than he gets. As a rule, he takes little or no real interest in his 
work, and if not carefully watched, will scamp his job.” 
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1048. Of the 16 columns of the census schedule, no less than three are 

intended for the entry of occupations or means 
Instructions to enumerators. 0 f livelihood. There are two columns for actual 

workers, one to show the principal and the other the subsidiary occupation. 
The third column is headed “ means of subsistence of dependants on actual 
workers,” a somewhat infelicitous expression, the meaning of which is not 
at first sight obvious. It means the occupation or means of livelihood of the 
person by whom a dependant {i.e.. any person who does not earn his own 
living) is supported. The instructions regarding the manner in which these 
columns were to be filled up were more elaborate and detailed than in 1901. 
One important modification consisted in the more precise definition of workers, 
dependants and subsidiary occupations. It was laid down that only those 
persons should be shown as workers who help to augment the family income. 


B. Foley, Stfpplg of Labour in Bengal , 1006, 
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As an illustration oi' the rule, it was stated that a woman who looks after her 
house and cooks the food is not a worker hut a dependant, whereas a. woman 
who collects and sells fire-wood or cow-dung is thereby adding to the family 
income, and should he shown as a worker. Similarly, a woman who regularly 
assists her husband in his work ( c.g ., the wife of a potter who fetches the clay 
from which he makes his pots) is an actual worker, hut not one who merely 
renders a little occasional help. The result of this rule has been the addition 
of a large number of female workers. As regards subsidiary occupations, it 
was laid down that where a man has two occupations, the principal ono is that 
on which he relies mainly for his support and from which he gets the major 
part of his income A subsidiary occupation was to be entered if jolloiml at 
any time ot the year. The words shewn in italics are of particular importance, 
as the entry of occasional occupations, taken up, it may lie, for a few days in 
the year, has enormoush increased the entries of subsidiary occupations. 
The returns of such occasional occupations are or little practical value ; and 
considering the heavy task already imposed on an improvised agency, there is 
much to bo said in favour of not attempting to obtain a return of subsidiary 
occupations, which is merely one of the bye-products of the census. 

10-1 0. At the last census occupations were classilied according to an 

elaborate scheme, being divided into S main 
Snir.'iK or ciAi—irii'.vnoN'. , , • , , ,• 

classes, winch were subdivided into 2-i orders, *9 

sub-orders and 520 groups. As remarked by the Census Commissioner : “ It is 
generally admitted that a classification which distinguishes no fewer than 520 
groups is far too elaborate for census work in India. It involves an altogether 
excessive amount of labour in compilation, while the results are of no greater 
value than those of a far simpler table would be : in some cases indeed 
they are actually misleading.”® At this census the Census Commissioner 
prescribed a revised scheme of classification, based on that prepared by M. 
Bortillon with modifications necessary to adapt it to conditions in India. 
This scheme has already formed the basis of the tabulation of occupations in 
Italy, and also (though with some modifications) in Oermany, while the new 
classification scheme of the United States approaches it closely. It, has further 
been adopted by Brazil in the census of 1910. Egypt, in 1007, Bulgaria in 
1000. Spain in 15)00. 'and also in Chili. Venezuela and Mexico, and in Belgium 
(w’th some changes). The adoption of tin’s scheme in India therefore facilitates 
the comparison of international statistics. At the same time the reduction of 
the number of detailed heads has resulted in a great saving in the time and 
labour involved by compilation. Comparison with the results of the last 
census has to some extent been rendered difficult, and the difficulties have 
been increased by one partition following another. The demands of time 
and the exigencies of expenditure have rendered it impossible to compile 
comparative statistics for the two provinces as now constituted, but a com- 
parative statement has been prepared for Bengal, Bihar and Orissa as a 
whole, which will bo found in Subsidiary Table VII. In this statement the 
difficulty caused by the change of classification has been got over, as far as 
possible, by re-arranging the statistics of the last census according to the 
new scheme. 

1050. Though far simpler and easier than that followed at the last census, 
the scheme seems still unduly elaborate, considering conditions in India. 
Its main object is to render the statistics of Tndia comparable with those 
for other countries, but for this purpose all that is needed is tabulation in 
accordance with the 61 sub-orders of M. Bertillon’s scheme, and the groups 
might be largely reduced without loss of any reliable information that is of 
value. Still, much has been gained by reducing the number of detailed 
heads from 520 to 169, and the difficulties of classification under these heads 
were minimized by an admirable alphabetical index prepared by the Census 
Commissioner, in which the group numbers of a vast number of occupations 
of different kinds were shown. Apart from its elaborate character, the 
defects in the scheme itsolf were few. The most noticeable defect was 


°As examples of the curious results obtained, it may be mentioned that the occupation table of 1901 
nbowed only 50 eurtmon in NonichnU, though carta are in general use there, only two persons ns growers of 
fruits and vegetables, and no pig-breeders or swine-herds. In Monghyr there were only seven sweetmeat- 
makers and in Puruca none. * 
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land come under the category of rent-receivers, while 'zamindars and raiyats 
who cultivate their land and do not sublet it are rent-payers. It would have 
been preferable, had it been permissible, to have laid down merely that a man 
was to be entered simply by the designation ordinarily recognized, such as 
zamindari and cultivation. Entries of this kind are quite sufficient for com- 
pilation, and would have saved a good deal of correspondence and searching 
of mind among the census stab.* 

It was not attempted to make any further differentiation of rent-payers 
and rent-receivers for the reasons explained in 1901. “ Any attempt to do so 

would have been misleading, owing to the impossibility of securing entries 
in the schedules sufficiently clear to permit of the necessary differentiation. 
The terms used in describing the different kinds of interest Jn land are so 
numerous, that any attempt to particularize would have been fore-doomed 
to failure.” 


1053. One of the greatest difficulties in carrying out a detailed scheme 

of classification is the vagueness of the original 
AGui.sThs ot rut, 1 .NTRH.S. entries. An untrained mind loves general terms, 

• and consequently there are a large number of such entries as labourer, servant, 
shop-keeper, etc., though the greatest care was taken at the time of enumera- 
tion to reduce vague entries to a minimum and to specify exactly the kind of 
labour, service, etc., that was actually followed. Some enumerators indeed 
were so impressed by the necessity for clear and distinct entries, that they 
gave details which were almost as troublesome as generic entries. For 
instance, instead of entering manohari dolcan or Ichtchari farosh, i.e., a shop 
dealing with miscellaneous goods, they would give a catalogue of all articles 
sold in the shop. In the same way, instead of entering a Mudi's shop as 
such, there were such enti-ies as “ a shop for the sale of rice, salt, spices, 
tobacco, ahi, flour, etc.” 

There were also a few curious entries which required a little intelligence 
and knowledge to discover their meaning. One man’s occupation was entered 
as vet bajana , i.e., a belly-drummer, which meant that he was a beggar who 
slapped his stomach to show how hollow and, inferentially, empty it was. A 
poison-dealer was easily identified as a chemist, and a children-gatherer 
as a nurse or aya, these being apparently English translations of vernacular 
expressions. A less easily recognizable return was Mahabiri hurt. This refers 
to the handful of grain taken from each bag that is weighed and offered 
to Mahavira, the actual recipients being the priests of the temple. The right 
to collect and keep this tithe had been leased out by the priests, and the entry 
actually referred fro a lessee. Other curious entries were dm. deneioala or 
giver of blessings, i.e., a religious mendicant, murda lea fea/an lenewala (taking 
shrouds from corpses), i.e., burial ground service, and akcis birit. The last is 
difficult to translate. Literally, it means income from heaven, and connotes 
dependence on the mercy of heaven, in other words begging. 


General Distribution of Occupations. 



Bengal. 

Bihar and Orissa. 

Class. 

Total. 

Per- 
ceuta ge. 

Total. 

Per- 

centage. 

1. Production of raw materials... 

'36,078,000 

78 

31,115,000 

81 

2. j reparation and supply of 

6,724,000 

Hi 

4,808,000 

125 

material substances. 





3* Public administration and 

1,182,000 

25 

632,000 

2 

liberal arts. 



4. Miscellaneous ... „. 

2.322,000 

5 

1,860,000 

5 


1054. The marginal 
statement gives actual and 
proportional figures for the 
four main classes of occu- 
pations in the two provin- 
ces. In both the ’ 
majority of the .pi 
dependent on 
ognate pi 


° A statement o£ the diffeient tenures and of the groups h they 

prepared for use in the compilation offices, and will be available at the next 

be quite sufficient for the classification of. the terms entered. 
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1055. In Bengal 35f million persons, or three-quarters of the population. 

are supported by pasture and agriculture. Nearly 
Ben<3A! “ 30 millions, or two-thirds of the people, are ordi- 

nary cultivators, while 1,200,000, or 3 per cent., are maintained by income 
from agricultural land, and nearly 3i millions, or 7f per cent., come under the 
head of farm servants and field labourers. It is a clear sign of the low in- 
dustrial level of the province that agricultural labourers are only slightly 
outnumbered by those who follow industrial pursuits or depend on industries 
for their support. The number returned under the head “ Industry ” is 
3,441.000. of whom about one-fourth depend on textile industries. Trade 
accounts for 2f millions, or 5 per cent., while those who come under the 
head Transport ” aggregate nearly one million, or 2 per cent. The latter are 
outnumbered slightly by “ Labourers and workmen otherwise unspecified ”, 
who correspond to general labourers. Nearly a third of a million subsist 
by service in the public force (mainly the public or village police' or in 
various branches of the administration. Professions and the liberal arts 
(including religion) account for four-fifths of a million or under 2 per cent. 
Domestic service provides for over half a million, while those subsisting 
by unproductive professions, such as prostitutes and beggars, number 446,000 
or neatly one per cent. 

1056. The predominance of pasture and agriculture is even more pro- 

nounced in Bihar and Orissa, where they form 
Bihak and Orissa. the means of subsistence of 31 millions or five- 

sixths of the total population. No less than 30 millions are dependent on 
cultivation, 22 millions or 57 per cent, being cultivators, two-thirds of a 
million rent-receivers, and millions, or 19 per cent., farm servants and 
field labourers. The number who obtain a livelihood from industries is nearly 
3 millions, representing 7 per cent, of the population, while If millions, or 4 
per cent., subsist by trade. Employment in the public force and public ad- 
ministration provides for nearly a quarter of a million, or 115,000 less than 
*' Transport. ” Those who subsist by professions and the liberal arts are 
more numerous, aggregating nearly 400,000 or 1 per cent., but domestic 
service is still more important, providing for 2 per cent. General labourers, 
whose description of their occupation was insufficient to allocate them to any 
other head, aggregate 889,000, while the total for unproductive occupations 
is under 200,0 00, or less than half that returned for Bengal. 
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1057. North Bengal contains a larger proportion of persons dependent on 

agriculture than any other part of Bengal ; in 
imbibition b\ locality. Bihar and Orissa this position is held by North 

In both tracts the predominance of agriculture is not relieved by the 


r. 



presence of any large industries except the indigo and tea industries, both 
of which are. of course, only partially manufactory. Both in North and 
East Bengal the comparative paucity of agricultural labourers is noticeable. 
In Bengal the industrial population is largest in Central Bengal and West 
Bengal, owing to the industrial towns clustered along the Hooghly ; in the 
new Province it is largest in Orissa and South Bihar, where the urban 
population is most numerous. Trade has naturally the strongest representa- 
tion in Central Bengal, and the commercial population is relatively least 
numerous in the undeveloped districts of Chota Nagpur, which are. however, 
but little inferior to North Bengal. In Bengal the professions are most 
favoured in West and then in Central Bengal : the proportion of persons 
who subsist by this means in North Bengal is less than a quarter what it is 
in the former two divisions. In Bihar and Orissa the professional classes are 
least numerous in North Bihar and are found in greatest strength in Orissa, 
which indeed contains a larger proportion than any other division of the 
two provinces except West Bengal. Orissa owes its position to the fact that 
the religious classes are grouped with the strictly professional classes, and 
that it is a land under priestly domination : in Puri, which contains the 
temple of Jagannath, one of the centres of Hindu priesthood, no less than 3 
per cent, of the population come under this head. The detailed figures in 
the table of occupations may now be reviewed. 

1058. The first class ' l Production of raw materials ” is divided into two 

sub-classes, viz., “ Exploitation of the surface of 
AGMcuLTtlnE. the earth” and “Extraction of minerals.” The 

former sub-class includes two orders, the first being “ Pasture and agricul- 
ture ” and the second “ Fishing and hunting.” It will be convenient to 
dishuss the statistics of agriculture separately from those for pasture. 
Beference has already been made to the number and proportional strength of 
the principal groups, viz., those who subsist by income derived from the rent of 
agricultural land, ordinary cultivators, and farm servants and field-labourers. 

In the two provinces taken together ordinary cultivators have increased by 
only 5 per cent., but rent-receivers by 19 per cent, since 1901. In the latter 
case part of the increase must be attributed to the natural desire of cultivators 
to claim the more respectable status of zamindars. if they hold a little zarnin- 
dari in addition to their tenant’s holdings, and partly to the extent to which 
other classes, such as pleaders and traders, aequii-e landed property. The 
increase in the number of agricultural labourers is prim a facie remarkable, for 
since 1901 it has been more than doubled, the addition being over 5 millions. 
This increase, however, does not imply that the ranks of landless laboure»"'-B<ive 
been swollen by the accretion of 5 millions from ^ l1 ’~--vplasses. -- 
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cultivators who have lost their land, from weavers who can no longer support \ 
themselves hy their looms, etc. Some of the addition may he ascribed to 
this cause, and some must la* due to natural growth ; but the greater part 
is due to the greater precision of the census, which resulted in a very much 
larger number having their occupation entered as agricultural labour instead 
of simply as labour. In consequence of this, we find that the number of 
persons who have had to be allocated to tin* head “ Labourers and workmen 
otherwise unspecified ” has fallen by nearly I millions, and now numbers 
only 2 millions. 

Another point which calls for notice is the difference between the returns 
for Bengal and Bihar and Orissa. Those dependent on agricultural labour 
in tin* latter province are more than twice as numerous ab in Bengal, the 
actual excess being nearly ■! millions. Some part of the difference may be 
attributable to the higher standard of census work in Bihar and Orissa : 
a quarter or a million less persons were entered simply as labourers than in 
Bengal. This however is only a fraction of the diherence, and the real 
explanation is that the number of landless field labourers is far greater 
in Bihar and Orissa than in the richer province of Bengal. The well-to-do 
Bengali cultivators depend largely on the annual influx of labourers from 
Bihar and Orissa for reaping their crops, and complaints are frequent of the 
inadequacy of the supply of local labour. At other seasons of the year they 
have a system of mutual exchange of labour, and co-operate to work in one 
another's fields in turn. 

In no part of Bihar and Orissa is the percentage of field labourers to the 
general population less than one-tenth, the minimum being reached in Orissa 
which in this, as in other respects, resembles Bengal. The maximum is 
reached in Bihar, where over one-fifth of the total population subsists by field 
labour. In Bengal, on the other hand, the proportion falls to 5 per cent, 
in North Bengal and to 3 per cent, in East Bengal, where the population 
consists mainly of Musalmans who till their own fields. It rises above 10 per 
cent, only in West and Central Bengal, where the relatively high figure 
is probably due to some extent to a higher standard of accuracy: it is 
noticeable that in these two divisions the proportion of insufficiently described 
occupations is lower than elsewhere in the province. 

1051*. In Bengal -110.720 persons, or 2h per cent, of the actual workers, 

returned agriculture as a subsidiary occupation • 
aJ™ 0 " C0M "' N,; " ' Vm ' in other words they obtain their livelihood prin- 
cipally from other pursuits, but are partially 
dependent on agriculture. The corresponding number in Bihar and Orissa 
is 413.539 or 2'2 per cent. One-eighth of the actual workers in either 

Province whose 
main occupation is 
pasture and agricul- 
ture have subsidiary 
occupations. From - 
the marginal figures 
it will be seen that 
agriculture forms 
one of the dual 
occupations in a 
large number of 
cases, for landlords 
also cultivato land themselves, cultivators, in addition to tilling their own 
fields, lease them out to sub-tenants, and agricultural labourers have small 
holdings, the cultivation of which supplements the wages they get by 
working in the fields of more prosperous peasants. The proportion of non- 
agricultural pursuits followed by agriculturists is exactly the same in both 
provinces, viz., 9 per cent. 

1060. Excluding those who returned pasture and agriculture as their 
principal means of support, the ratio of workers who are partially agri- 
culturists is 7 per cent, in Bengal and 9 per cent, in Bihar and Orissa, the 
actual numbers being 387,252 and 375,274 respectively. About one-fourth 
of those who serve in the public force, e.g., as policemen or village chaukidars, 
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BKNCAL. 

Bunn and Orissa. 


Total. 

Agricul- 

tural 

Non-ng.J. j q. f , 
cultum'. ! Tot “'- 

Agricul- Non-agri- 
tural. j cultural. 

Landlords 

1 89,791 

33,843 

53,918 61,496 

47.217 14,279 

Cultivators ... 

,1.222.078 

292.474 

929.601 1,644,6 1 6 

501,916 1,139,700 

Agricultural labourers... 

1 105,285 

32,868 

72.417 224,438 

63,030 161,408 

Grand Total ... 

ll,417,154 

! 

359,183 

1,037,969 1,930,550 

615,163 1.315,387 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. — General Distribution by Occupation 
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(4) 1C n man loaves only daughters, the property remains in the possession 
of the widow, supervised by the grandfather or the uncles. When all 
the daughters have been disposed of, the widow inis the right to stay in 
tile house oC her deceased husband, ii‘ she not prefers to live with oiie of 
her married daughters. 

(5) If a man leaves no sons and the widow takes a son-in-law, or posh 
putra , in her house, he will inherit the whole movable property and the 
ret Shaft and horlcar lands, but not the b/wm/ioW-lands, which will go 
to the next male heir of the family, or, if there are no male heirs, to 
the members of the Irlnmt who will dispose of it.* 

IS). Another account of the customs among the Mundas is as follows : — 
The family property is divided equally among the sons, except that the eldest 
son gets half a hath or one hath land more than the others. If. when the 
property is divided, some of the sons are married and others are unmarried, 
some bullocks and paddy, or the equivalent, will be put aside for the marriage 
expenses belore making the partition. Daughters have no right to any share. 
If a man dies without any sons, the widow remains in' possession of the 
whole property of her husband until her death, whether she has a daughter 
or is childless. After her death, the whole property passes to Lhe natural 
heirs, viz., the brothere of her husband by the same father, or their sons. 
She can have her lields tilled by hired servants or by her relatives, and the 
latter will arrange marriage for the girls. 

20. There are special rules for those who many under the <jhav>n~ 
loniit (or r/h'irdaniarl) system. If the son-in-law stays in the house of his 
father-in-law and works for his father-in-law or mother-in-law for three 
years, he does not pay anything for his marriage. If after his marriage 
lie remains with his father-in-law or mother-in-law and takes care of 
them till their death, he inherits the whole property. If after the marriage 
he wishes to go to his father's house, he gets from his father-in-law or 
mother-in-law one pair of bullocks, one worn of pitddy. i.e.. about 12 
maiinds, and some land to live on. If a widow marries she gives up all 
her right to her former husband’s property. 

21. A childless man can adopt a child with the consent of his relatives- 
The child will be considered the lawful heir of the person who adopts him. 
He has a right to all the movable property of his adopted father after his 
death, and, in case the deceased had relatives, he will get a greater share 
of the land than the others, the excess amount being determined by the 
pancliagatA 


Khonds (KandhsV 

22. Amongst the Khonds the family, its a rule, remains undivided during 
the father’s life-time, and sometimes also till the death of the mother, who 
cooks the meals and serves them out to all the members of the family. If r 
owing to a disagreement or from some other cause, it is considered necessary 
for them to live apart, the married sons build houses for themselves where 
they cook and eat separately with their wives and children, while the 
unmarried sons and daughters continue to live with the parents. This does 
not necessarily involve the division of the'property. Though some members 
of the family may be living apart, they still cultivate their land together. 

23. After the father’s death, the elders of the village assemble and 
partition the land and cattle, in equal shares, between all the sons. The 
eldest son gets an extra field added to his share, and each unmarried son 
gets an extra head of cattle for the purchase of a bride. A few fields are- 
set apart for the maintenance of the mother and daughters.;, some are also 
reserved for the maintenance of the father if the division takes place during 
his lifetime. Their land and the land of the minor sons who are living with 
them are cultivated for them by one of the adult sons or by a hired servant- 
Sometimes, the adult sons arrange to distribute the dependent members of 
the family among themselves, e.g., one of them shelters the mother, another 
takes one of the sisters or a minor brother, etc. When the minors grow up 
and are married, they begin cultivating their shares themselves, but the lields 
reserved for the mother and daughters are taken for good and all by the sou 
or sons who have given them shelter, and who are responsible for the funeral 
expenses of the mother and the marriage of the daughters. A similar 
division of the property and distribution of the dependent members of the 

\ 

* Contributed by the Herd, Dr A Nottrott of the German^A anpelic.il Lutheran Mission, 
t Contributed bj the IteAd E Van Hecke, s J., of Khunti. 
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family is often made bv the father before his death if disputes arise, or 
if lie thinks they are likely to arise after his death. In such a case he 
may take a whole share of the property for his maintenance and the 
maintenance of the mother and daughters. This is divided amongst the sons 
after the death of the par nts and the marriage of the daughters. Married 
-daughters get nothing whatever when a partition takes place. 

24. If a man dies without male Issue, his property is inherited in equal 
.shares by his brothers, and, if there are no brothers, by his paternal uncles. 
Women have no rights in the soil. Daughters therefore are not allowed 
to hold land, but are supported by their nearest male relation. Young 
widows usually return to their father’s homes, but if a widow elects to 
live with her husband’s people, she may cultivate his land with the consent 
of his brothers, who see that she does not waste the property. She must 
bring up the children and get them married. If she lias sons, the property 
is divided between them after her death ; if she has no sons, the division 
is made between her brothers-in-law. If a young brother wishes to marry 
.a widow, he may do so. as he has the first claim on her. He takes posses, 
sion of all his deceased brother’s property and is responsible for the 
maintenance and marriage of the children and the funeral expenses of the 
widow. The sons divide the property sifter the death of their mother and 
step-father, but if there are no sons, the division takes place after 
the marriage of the daughters and the death of the widow. Sons of two 
wives have equal shares in the property, whether the second marriage 
has taken place during the life-time of the first wife or after her death. 
A second marriage is never permitted during, the life-time of the first wife 
unless she is barren. She selects the second bride, and it sometimes 
happens that she has children after the second marriage has taken place. 
Sons-in-law have no claim to any portion of the property. Land is jealously 
guarded against a member of an alien tribe, and aliens cannot acquire any 
rights in the soil without the consent of the other members of the family. 
It a man invites his son-in-law to live with him and cultivate his land, 
the latter can continue to hold the land after his death oniy with the 
consent of the brothers and uncles, to whom the property has passed by 
right of inheritance. The prohibition extends for four generations, after 
which the great-great-grandson is treated as a member of the sept.* 

Oraons. 

25. Before approaching the question of inheritance and partition, men- 
- tion should be made of certain restrictions which, among Oraons, affect the 

disposal of property, and, it seems, the very notion of possession. 

(i) As a rule, males alone can possess. Women, being by nature 
destined to ‘go and blow anothor man’s furnace,’ neither inherit nor receive 
shares on partition. They can, however, in certain cases, undertake the 
personal administration of property, enjoy the exclusive usufruct thereof, 
-and even, under specified circumstances, dispose of it finally. Thus, a 
widow who has no son may adopt either a son or a “ prospective son-in-Jaw.” 
-i.c. a man who will serve in the house and ultimately marry one of the 
dan "liters, and the adoptee will have a right, to succeed to the property of 
£he widow’s husband at her death. 

(if) Onion land-owners do not make wills. They may, during their 
lifetime sell and even give away property, at least within reasonable 
limits ; they may, by adopting a child, cause their fortune to go out of their 
family'; but they are not at liberty to make any disposition of their property, 
or any part of it, which will take effect at their death. Custom regulates 
who shall be their heirs and what portion shall accrue to each heir. 

(Hi) Under the joint family system, which prevails among the Oraons, 
the father is sole owner. His sons, married or unmarried, possess nothing 
personally. The Oraon principle is that sons, so long as their father is alive, 
must not separate from him, even as regards habitation. Sons, sons’ wives 
and grandsons live under his roof ; to enable them to do so, cattle, grain, 
provisions! etc., will, if necessary, be moved to adjoining out-houses. All 
are under' the parental rule and form but, one household ( onta erpet) in 
every possible sense, all toiling at the same fields, all eating from the old 
man ! s one cooking pot, all depositing their earnings in the same family jar. 
•The fact of one of the inmates going away does not cause him to become a 

* Contributed bv .Mr. A. J. OlJenbach, Subdivisional Officer 5 KhondmaJa. 
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separate owner. He preserves his right not only to :m eventual share of 
the 'ancestral fields, hut. also (if lie sends his earnings home) to a shave of 
the family savings that goon accumulating during his absence. When a 
partition takes place, no one is entitled to a preferential share by reason of 
his industry or any extra earnings he may have had or may have saved 
during the joint family regime. 

(/>) Questions of inheritance, and partitions, unless (piite simple and 
clear, are submitted to, and decided by the village panchai/at . If this 
rule were violated, the village assembly would refuse to entertain complaints 
or appeals from the decisions of the family council (also called pancliai/nl). 

2(1. The property pf an Onion cultivator generally consists of a few 
annas of don (low) land with some high land attached, one or two houses 
cattle, ploughs, tools, household movables and the money he has saved 
from the sale of his crops. In the Bnrwe, it may be explained, one anna 
of land is the area which can be sown over with i urit/as of seed, an uriya 
(or ttddu) being a roundish basket which contains about 30 pul cl; a seers 
of paddy. A “share” is made up of these different parts, viz., a parcel of 
don land and high land, some money from the family purse, a modicum of 
cattle and agricultural implements. 

27. Inheritance . — To turn now to the subject of inheritance, we shall 
assume that the dead man had ceased to work in community of interest with 
his father or brothers, and was, at the time of his demise, it separate owner. 
If he lmd not separated, the solutions of hypothetical cases given below will 
be subject to certain conditions which will be stilted in the section dealing 
with Partition (paragraph 31 ct see/). All the possible combinations of circums- 
tances may conveniently be reduced to three typical cases. The solution of 
other cases, viz., from which one feature of a typical case is absent or in which 
the features of two typical cases are mixed, will generally be obvious. 

2S. Case Xo. 1. — The deceased /cares a widow with r/rown-uj) children 
(not dauahters onti/ j . — The sons first of all set apart their mother’s share, i.c., 
about half an anna of land with attached high hind, a pair of bullocks and 
plough, some twenty or thirty rupees, and whatever paddy is required for her 
subsistence till the new crop is reaped. This jointure she is free to manage as 
she pleases, c.r/.. she may have the land cultivated by her sons or by strangers 
on the safha (half produce) system of rent ; she may enjoy it for life, though she 
cannot alienate it. As a rule, she simply adds it to the share of the son with 
whom she goes to end her days, and who will afterwards be her sole heir. 
If she is prepared to live alone or with one of her daughters, her share will, 
at her death, revert to the sons and be divided among them.* Tf. at the 
time of her marriage, she had received any money as dowry, and if this dowry 
or its equivalent is still with her (having been converted into non-consumable 
property or. possibly, kept in a jar), the widow resumes it without prejudice 
to her share of her husband’s property. A t her death both dowry and share 
will go in intcc/ro to the son with whom she went to live. 

29. The widow's share .having been allotted, the brothers parcel outt the 
remaining patrimony (land, money, cattle, and household movables) according 
to a scale dependent on their respective ages, as described below. In ajqdy- 
ing this scale to the apportionment of land, regard must be had to the fertility 
of the soil allotted to each as much as to its net area, and therefore the 
youngest of the brothers is first provided with at least half an anna of good 
low land. The remainder is next divided in such a way that each of the other 
brothers gets, as far as is consistent with the total area and the variable 
quality of the soil, a share double that assigned to the brother next to above 
him in age. For instance, if three annas of land is to be parcelled out between 
three brothers, the youngest will receive half an anna of good soil, the middle 
one will get, say, one or two half annas of good and indifferent land, and 
the eldest will receive one anna of good and half an anna of indifferent 
land. This unequal allotment is meant to correspond roughly to the 
unequal number of years spent in toiling on the paternal fields. Should 
one of the elder brothers have met, when a child, with some accident 
permanently incapacitating him from work, he would receive a share no 
larger than the brother immediately next to him. 

30. If all the brothers are not born of the same mother, they each get a 
share}: calculated as above, with this difference, that the sons by the second 


*The whole of this paragraph applies to a step-toother as veil as to a mother. . _ . 

t The brothers may, of course, make no separation of interests, if they prefer to keep the property joint. In tne 
latter case, every one’s share, would remain under the management of the eldest brother. Cf the section or .Partition 
[paragraph 34 (6)"). . 

J Tins is not the case if the brothers have, at the time of their father’s second marriage, demanded a partition. 
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wife get less than the sous by the first wife, ex/., if 5 annas of land are to he 
divided between four brothers, two by a first and two by a second wife, the 
combined shares of the first two will perhaps amount to 3£ annas, whereas 
those of the other two will be the remaining li annas. Illegitimate 
brothers, and sons of the father's second wife by a first husband, receive 
no share whatever. Also, if one of the brothers, by misconduct or 
marriage with a non-Oraon girl, has lost his tribal rights and not recovered 
them, he has no claim to inheritance. Articles which it would be difficult 
t.o divide, or of which the value is not enough to make it worth while 
to sell them, are often given up by the heirs to their adult sisters. 
For instance, if 15 maunds of paddy, a cow and two goats have to be 
divided, the elder sister would receive, say, 8 maunds and the cow, and 
the younger 7 maunds and the two goats : the cow and the goats are merely 
gifts, not shares. 

31. Case No. II. — The deceased leaves a childless ivulow, or a widow with 
graivn-up daughters. — The widow may have been the deceased’s first or 
second wife : in both cases, provided that she does not remarry or return to 
her parental home, she is entitled to the administration and exclusive 
usufruct of her husband’s property until her death.* Her administration 
is only subject to a sort of mild supervision on the part of her husband’s 
relatives, and she may not quit the village. Should she marry again, all 
movable and immovable property may be resumed by the natural heirs from 
the day that she quits the house : on leaving her husband’s relatives, she is 
merely allowed the clothes she has on.t If she has grown-up unmarried 
daughters, they may not follow her; otherwise, they forfeit all claims on 
their grandfather and uncles as regards their marriage. 

Once the -widow has quitted the house, the inheritance reverts to the 
dead man’s father : in default of the latter, the dead man’s brothers divide 
it among themselves on the same scale as regulates succession from father to 
sons. In case of the pre-decease of any of the brothers, his sons receive his 
part of the heritage and subdivide it (at once or eventually) among them 
selves. Should the deceased have left neither brothers nor nephews, his 
paternal uncles succeed. 

None of the daughters can prefer a claim to inheritance, but should .they 
be still unmairied, their mother, in case she enjoys the usufruct, or for 
their father’s relatives, if she does not, are bound to maintain them until 
suitable husbands have been found for them. No dowry is demandable. 

.32. There exists only one expedient by which a man who is unfortunate 
enough to have only daughters and no sons may, during his life-time, arrange 
to leave them his property.}: This consists of the adoption of a prospective son- 
in-law, called erpai'eon Ichaddi (Hindi, ghardamad, or c/hardijtvd), who wins 
his wife by service as Jacob did Leah. There are three kinds of prospective 
sons-in-law. Those of the first kind (found exclusively in Barwe) are prac- 
tically servants. They receive pay in kind of 8 maunds of paddy a 
year, their food and clothing, plus a yearly bonus varying from 2 to 
12 maunds of paddy, and when the daughter is finally given to them as 
a wife, they have to leave the house. Those of the second kind (rare in 
Lohardaga and Ranchi) may after marriage either stay in the house or set 
up a separate establishment for themselves. In addition to their pay, board 
and clothing, the yearly bonus and the wife, they receive, on departure, a pair 
of bullocks and plough, their tools and various household articles. The third 
kind of prospective son-in-law, the only one of which we speak in connec- 
tion with inheritance, is rare ; among every hundred families having only 
daughters perhaps ten such sons-in-law may be found. He gets neither pay 
nor bonus, but receives the same treatment as a son, and if there are servants 
in the house, they obey him as their future master. Personal pride will, as a 
rule, prevent an Oraon youth, unless he is an orphan and destitute, from be- 
coming a ghardamad of any kind and “ indebted for his living to his wife.” 
When, for such reasons as widowhood, divorce, age, etc., it is probable that a 
man will die without male issue, he may, on the ground that he wants hands 
for the cultivation of his fields, take in his house one or more young men, and 
adopt them as prospective sons-in-law, conferring upon them all the rights 
of inheritance due to a son or sons. The only conditions are that they must 


* We assume that tlie deceased had no son by his first wife. 

f This is the practice in the Barwe. It is said that elsewhere in Ranchi brothers-in-law show themselves 
somewhat more generous 

t A widow who retains the usufruct of her husband’s property has po wer to make arrangements to the same effect 
t.e., she may adopt a prospective son-in-law or a son who will be entitled at her death to succeed to her husband's 
property. 
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murrv hi* daughters and work for him until his death. He niav. if he 
prefer--, confer t lie right of sonship upon any young man who agrees to the 
hitter condition : the son adopted in tins wav will inherit all the property 
subject only to the charge of providing for the widow and daughter?, if anv. 
Adoption. pure and simple, is the only possible scheme when the adojited 
boy i* a relative or when the old man is childless. 

It might conceivably happen, that the man may have male issue after 
adopting ail heir. The que-tinn of inheritance must then be settled bv 
;uni<"ible compromise, the natural heir and the adojited heir dividing the 
property much as an elder and younger bint hers would, the., on an inverted 
scale of ages. 

:V.\. ('us** .Vo. Iff. — 77/o deerm-rd .ran'* n tn'doir iritlt snwfl chihtrrnj If 

the widow does not lem.u ry. she retain- (:i« in Case X<>. If) the administration 
and u-ufruet of her hu-htudV property subject to the chaiges alreadv 
de-cribed. with the power of adopting sons-in-law or sous. She keep* all 
her children in her own house. If she has sons, she i- hound, whet) thev 
c" me of age. to hand over to them tlmir shares of the paternal field* and of 
any money they have saved, keeping for herself only half an anna of land. 
e:<*.. as in Ca«e Xo. 1 . 

If the widow temarrie*. there an* two po-sible contingencies. First, 
if iier dead husband'- ehihlreti an* all daughters, tin* ptojiertv reverts 
to the dead man’s teiaiivi— . subject to the ordinary charges. Second l v. if 
her chihln*!) by her firs; husband 'are only boys or boys and girl*, 
the property is adimni-tered. during the minority of the children, hv 
their paternal gr.uidfat !u*r <>r one of their jntternal uncles. But. whatever 
i- the -e\ of tin* ehildren. and. even if they are all daughters, the 
tru-tee is entitled to take them all over to his hot!-** if they can render ihein- 
seivc= useful there by tending cattle, driving the jdottgli or helping in home- 
hold wotk. For those under nine or ten years of age. the trustee makes a 
listed allowance to tin* mother. When they have reached that ago. if they 
do not come over to bis liou=e. not only will the allowance be stopped, but 
tlu* boys will forfeit their patrimony altogether, and no further grants will 
be made for the maintenance of the girls. 

el*. Partition . — In the preceding sections an account has been given of 
the breaking up of u joint family holding into several distinct holdings im- 
mediately after the ov/ner’s death. Partition may also lake place sometime 
after the owner’- death nr during in’s lifetime. In both cases. the parcelling 
out of hir.d and money may be particular or general. For instance: — 

kO A widower’s adult sons are entitled, in the event of their father 
taking a second wife, to demand a general partition. This step is. a- a rule, 
taken before the birth* of a child by the second marriage: otherwise, the 
applicants would have to re-*rve at least one share for him. if a male (>re 
Inheritance. Case Xo. I). And. a« h icholnrs are m verallowid tosejetrate from 
their father, the demand for partition mu=t be made to the fathc-r or the 
village assembly by the married sons. 

tjj) From a similar interested motive, brother* who. for any period 
subsequent to their father's death, have continued to hold the property 
jointly, may demand jiajtui<*n. if the eldest (who. in all matters no: justify- 
ing a family council, is the manager of their joint land and joint purse') turns 
out to be incapable, careless or of doubtful integrity. 

(r) Whether the family patriarch is dead or not. the frequent recurrence 
of broils between the brother's wives is u common cause of partitions. 

(rf) Any member of a joint family may. from the date of liis marriage, 
apply for his share to his father or (if the father is detd) to the family 
council : an appeal to the village p'Dichaj/nt is ojien to him in case of refusal. 
Hi* request will often be grunted, if based on reasonable grounds, as is the 
case when the applicant is desirous and. on all accounts, able to conduct his 
own affairs, or when he or his wife bus some standing qnarrel with the rest-, 
of the family, or when he reasonably snspects that his interests will Tint 
be safe in the bands of other*. Orphan nephews often obtain separation 
from their uncles on the latter account. 

35. Partition, whatever its nature and extent, has to be applied for. 
and. in enter to be obtained, must be justifiable on prudential, if not on 
other, grounds. When insisted upon against reason, or extorted by 
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irregular methods, tlie applicant’s share may be reduced to one-fourth, 
or even one-half, of the amount otherwise due to him. The norma] quota* 
of land and money constituting a partition share mainly depends on the 
place each particular member of a joint family occupies in the genealogical 
tree. This quota has been sufficiently described above. 

(a) Inheritance Gases Is os. 1 and II. — When, before the death of the owner 
or of his first and second wife, a partition, genera 1 or particular, takes place, 
the share due to each, or any, separating member of the family is somewhat 
diminished by the necessity of making provision for the maintenance of 
the remaining parent or parents. This provision is, under no circumstances, 
larger than that mentioned inCase No. I of inheritance. If, at the time 
of general partition, there are female orphans in the family which is 
to be broken up, they are taken care of gratis by the grandfather or oue of 
the uncles. 

(b) Posthumous shares . — If at the time of his decease, a man’s share 
has not 3 7 et become his effective property (his father still being the owner), 
or. if though possessed by him, it has not yet been dissociated from his 
brother’s holdings, a preliminary partition is,. of course, indispensable before 
the said share can be inherited by the deceased’s descendants and become 
liable to the further partition which has been described in the section 
dealing with Inheritance. 

( c) In what is stated below we are exclusively concerned with the 
rules that govern preliminary partitions of this kind. All the points not 
touched upon here must be settled as in the section on lnhei’itance. 

Case I . — If the widow has grown-up children (not daughters only), 
the sons will, judge for themselves whether the} 7 want to separate from their 
uncles. If tliey do, a preliminary partition must take place. If there are 
unmarried daughters, tliey will be cared for by their mother and brothers. 

Case II . — If the widow is childless or has daughters only, it being 
further supposed that she does not remarry, her right to administer, 
and enjoy the usufruct of, her husband’s property does not come into 
operation at once. She may not demand that her husband’s share be 
separated for her, until such time as a general partition is brought about 
by other causes. Meanwhile, she and her unmarried daughters are, as a 
consequence, obliged not to leave the house where the joint family resides. 

Case III .— If the widow has small children of the male sex, she may 
demand a posthumous partition, everything subsequently proceeding as in 
case No. Ill of Inheritance.* 

* Contributed b.v the Revd. Father A. Grignard, s. J., of Tongo. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF 
BENGAL, BIHAR AND ORISSA AND SIKKIM, 1911 . 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CALCUTTA, the 14th JULY 1913. 


RESOLUTION — No. 3435. 

Read — 

The Ilcport on the Cohmh o£ Bengal, IVUmr and Orii-ii and Sikkim. 1911, by Mr. L. S. S. O'Malley 
I.C.F., Superintendent of Cen-tH Operations, Itaiignl. 

The fifth census of Bengal was taken on the 10th March 1911, and showed 
the population of the Province to be 57,206,430 as compared with 7S, 493.410 
returned at the previous census of 1901. But in the interim the area of 
the Province had been reduced from 196,408 square miles to 148,592 by 
the administrative changes of 1905 and the transfer of Sikkim to the direct 
control of the Government of India in 1906. The taking of the census was 
followed by another redistribution of territories, which still further reduced 
the area and population. 

2. The census operations were conducted b\ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley in 
Bengal and by Mr. J. McSwiney in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and the 
procedure followed in these two provinces has been described in detail in two 
separate volumes. The Provincial and Imperial tables have, however, been 
compiled on a different, principle, those for Bengal and Sikkim forming one 
volume and those for Bihar and Orissa another. 

3. The present report, which deals with the results of the census not 
only in the Presidency of Bengal, but also in the Province of Bihar and 
Orissa and the State of Sikkim, has been read with interest by the Governor 
in Council, who desires to place on record the following observations regarding 
the main features of the operations in Bengal. 

4. The administrative changes of 1905 and 1912 threw a heavy 
additional burden on the census officers. To afford a basis for comparison 
with previous years, the published statistics for each preceding census had 
to be recast twice, viz., once, before the census, for the two Provinces then 
in existence, and again, after the census, for the new Provinces of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa and Assam. This retarded the. issue of the Report and 
added to the cost of the operations. 

The total cost of the census for Bengal is estimated at Rs. 2,67,322, 
which represents an incidence of Rs. 5-12-4 per mille of the population, a rate 
but slightly in excess of that for 1901 in spite of the intermediate rise in 
wages and the extra work resulting from the administrative changes. 

As in previous years, the bulk of the work was performed by an army of 
unpaid helpers, the number of whom reached nearly 350,000 in Bengal. 
To all of these great praise is due for the efficient performance of their 
honorary duties ; their task was difficult and not wholly free from danger. 
The organisation was excellent, and many astonishing facts are recorded of 
the speed with which returns were brought in from remote corners of the 
wilder districts. 

5. The Presidency of Bengal, as now constituted, embraces an area 
'of 84,092 square miles and contains a population of 46,305,642. Somewhat 
smaller than the British Isles, it has almost a million more inhabitants. 
The density of the population ranges between 1,850 to the square mile in the 
district of Howrah and 30 in the Chittagong Hill Tracts ; the average is 
551. The only other district with a population of over 1,000 to the square 
mile is Dacca. In the 24-Parganas, in spite of its huge mill population, the 
average s only 502, for the district contains large tracts of the Sundarbans, a 
very sparsely populated area. 

The actual increase in the population since 1901 has been nearly Si- 
millions, or 8 per cent. There has been a gradual but steady rise in the 
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ncrconlngo of increase at each successive census since 1872. Different 
localities show widely different rates of increase, hut during the last 20 years 
it is in tho most populous areas that the pace has been quickest on tlio whole. 

Tho inlliionce of efficient drainage works upon the growth of tho population 
is well illustrated by tho area lound Maura llfit, a tract of nearly 800 square 
miles in the district of the 2 l-Parganas. Thirty years ago this tract was 
described as one where fever was constantly present in every village, its 
inhabitants “ inured to a semi-amphibious life by a long course of preparation 
resulting in »ho survival of the fittest." Now all this has changed, and the 
population, which is entirely agricultural, already shows an increase of 2!) 
per emit, since 1001, although the drainage scheme has not oven yet boon 
fully worked out. 

(i. Cities, '/'aims and Villages.— Since the last census the urban popula- 
tion has increased by 18 percent., a i*ite considerably in excess of the average 
for the whole population. It cannot, however.be said that the depopulation 
of the rural tracts is yet a serious problem, for !>8l'i persons out of every 1,000 
still live in the country. Two-lift hs of the urban population centre in Calcutta 
and Howrah, and there has been a striking growth of the riparian population 
along the llonghly. in the districts of the 2 1-Parganas. llooghly and Howrah. 
These centres of the manufacturing industry show some remarkable figures, 
llhatpara, for example, has increa-ed by .800 per cent, since 1881 , and now 
contains a population of over nU.000. Titagnrh has trebled its population 
since 1 ‘>01 . and llhadreswar, on the other side of the river, has increased by 
til percent. Sauce lDOi. the number of factories in the 21 -Parganas district 
alone has risen from 7-1 to 121. and the number of operatives from a little 
over '.M .0(1(1 to nearly 170,00b. Tin* jute mills in liengal now employ over 
200.000 bands, about double the number recorded at the previous census. 

The total population of Calcutta and its suburbs lias reached tho huge 
figure of 1,1) 18, .‘507. which places it second only to London in the British 
Empire, and gives it rank among the 12 largest cities of the world. This 
population is made up of an agglomeration of races and castes from all parts 
of India and from many foreign lands. Three hundred and ninety-seven 
separate races, castes ami nationalities wore returned at tho census, and more 
than half the residents were horn outside Calcutta. Over a quarter of a 
million of Calcutta’s inhabitants derive their living from industrial occupa- 
tions and close on 200.000 front trade. 

7. Migration . — The balance of migration is strongly in favour of Bongal. 
for it receives nearly 2 millions of immigrants, but. sends out only half a 
million. Bihar and Orissa contribute the greatest number or immigrants, 
IT million, and tho United Provinces come next with over -100,000. 

8. Religion . — In Bengal as now constituted 07'G per cent, of the 
population consists of Mitsalmans and Hindus, the former outnumbering 
the latter by millions and forming over 52 per cent, of the whole. 
The figures of relative growth show that during the last decade the increase 
among Muhammadans has been nearly thrice as great ns among Hindus. 

Of other religions, Animists number nearly three-fourths of a million. 
Buddhists a quarter of a million, and Christians 130,000. Jains, Sikhs, Jews, 
Parsis and others are very few in number. 

9. Age , Sex and Civil Condition . — The rate of infant mortality is 
appalling. One child out of every five dies within a year of birth. Calcutta, 
in spite of its good sanitation and good water-supply, heads the list with 
a death-rate among infants of 31 per cent. Early marriage, utter ignorance 
of the simplest rules of hygiene, insanitary surroundings, and. among 
the parents of the labouring classes, poverty, which compels the mother 
to work almost up to the day of her confinement, are - among the causes 
which reduce the chances of a child surviving the early stages of its life. 

On the other hand the longevity of Hindu widows is remarkable : 
all lead simple lives, and many, bereaved at an early age, escape the dangers 
of child-birth. 

The universality of marriage in Bengal continues, despite the rise 
in the market value of both brides and bridegrooms owing to the increased 
cost of living and the widening of the field of selection by improvement 
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as to proscribe not that language which a person most often used hut, that 
which lie ordinarily spoke in his own home. 

The change has resulted in creator accuracy in the returns, and from a 
linguistic point, of view Bengal appears more homogeneous now than over 
before. Bengali is the language of !)2 per cent, of t he population, and Hindi 
and Urdu account for another -1 per cent., while nearly 15 out, of the ,10 
millions speak languages belonging to the Indo-European family. 

The Hindi and Urdu speakers centre mostly round the mills of Howrah 
and the 21-Parganas, which draw their labour from llihar and the United 
Provinces. 

12. Infirmities . — As in 1 !>01 , four infirmities are recorded, viz., insanity, 
deaf-mutism, blindness and leprosy. The last, decade has witnessed an increase 
in all the infirmities except leprosy. In Bengal there are f.'f insane persons 
to every 100,000 of the population, insanity being most, prevalent to the east , 
of the Bhagirathi. Mo district except Darjeeling and Nadia has less than 25 
insane persons per 100,000. and the proportion rises as high as 157 in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. The Chapter dealing with Insanity contains a highly 
interesting account of the beliefs among both educated and uneducated 
classes about the causes and cures of insanity. 

Deaf-nnttism, with its associates, cretinism and goitre, is most prevalent 
in North Bengal, and especially in Sikkim. The proportion of sufferers to 
general population has remained stationary since the last census. 

Blindness is less prevalent than it was. except in the Presidency Division, 
where the proportion remains stationary. 

The number of lepers has also decreased. 

lb. Caste . — The Chapter on Caste is the longest and most interesting in 
this volume. At the last census, statistics of all castes and tribes were 
compiled. Atthis.it was laid down that statistics should be prepared only 
for the more important, castes, and for such others as Local Governments 
might for special reasons wish to include. The Government of Bengal had 
figures collected for all castes and tribes which in 11*01 numbered 50.000 or 
more in the Province, for all that numbered 25.000 or more in a single district, 
and for certain others of special local importance or ethnological interest. 
The Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam compiled figures for 150 
groups with a strength varying from 1 to 22 millions. 

Mr. O’Malley’s observations bear witness to the extraordinary social 
unrest t hat prevails to-day among the lower castes. No part of the census 
aroused so much excitement as this. A belief got abroad that the object of 
the census was to fix the relative status of each caste and to settle claims to 
social superiority ; and this belief was largely fostered by the fact that at the 
last census castes were classed in order of social precedence. Petition after 
petition poured in from members of different castes praying to be designated 
by new names, or to be placed higher on the list. Somewhat different 
methods were adopted in the two Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and 
Assam for dealing with these delicate problems. In Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, for example, the numerous groups of Muhammadans who desired to be 
called Sheikhs were all entered as such, irrespective oE what the enumerators 
considered or knew them really to lie. The result has been an extraordinary 
(and misleading) increase in the numbers of Sheikhs in North and East 
Bengal ; in fact, 5)5 per cent, of the whole Muhammadan population of the 
province have now been recorded as Sheikhs. In Bengal, on the other 
hand, such latitude was not allowed, and members of a group were entered 
only under those names by which the group was generally known. It was 
wisely decided that at this census there should be no classification by status, 
and thus the difficulty of deciding to which of the four main divisions of 
Hindus each individual belonged was overcome. But the case of those 
castes who wished to arrogate to themselves an entirely new name was 
different, and the new name was entered by the census authorities if 
it was recognised by the Hindu community at large and was not used 
by any other caste. Thus the Chandals have been entered as Namasudras 
and the Chasi Kaibarttas as Mahishyas. The case of the Namasudras is 
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curious and 
themselves 


instructive. A 


to 


•a (Chandal).” In 
be called Namasudra 


entered as Kshattriyas and the 


ni , , . , generation ago they were content to call 

Ohandals. Advancing m wealth, they adopted the title of 
Nainas'iidia, and at the census of 1891 they were entered as “ Namasudra or 
Chandal. In 1901 they were entered as “Namasudr 
1911 Chandal was dropped, but their further prayer 
Brahmans was disallowed. 

Similarly, the Rajbansis claim to be 
Shahas as Vaisyas. 

A comparatively modem symptom of this anxiety for the improvement of 
social status is the growth of the caste Samiti or Sabha. Most of these 
bodies have come into existence since the last census and especially since 
the Partition of Bengal in 1905. Their main object is to improve 
the social position of the caste, and their organization varies from combina- 
tions of the loosest kind to limited liability companies. 

Ill this connection ic is interesting to note that the statistics show that 
the “ Bhadralok ” castes are progressive. The Brahmans have increased by 
per cent, the Baidyas by 9 per cent, and the Kayastbas by 13 per cent. 
This Chapter on Caste is remarkable for its careful review of many 
matters of great ethnological interest, such as initiation into caste ” and 
“ caste government.” Some of these have a very important bearing on the 
administration of the country at the present day. Mr. O’Malley remarks 
that on the whole the accessibility of the law courts is tending to weaken 
the system of caste self-government. There is also a tendency for the 
panchayat system to be supplanted by the practice of referring disputes to 
the local zamindar. 

At the same time, Co-operative Societies, a comparatively new growth, 
are providing a new village organization which discharges many of the 
functions of the caste panchayats. Being formed on a basis of unlimited 
liability, these Societies find it necessary to inquire closely into the position 
of new members, and, as a result, the tendency has been for these Societies 
to exercise a very salutary influence towards curtailing marriage . expenses 
and reducing litigation, two of the largest items of expenditure in village 
life. Numerous examples are reported of the way in which Go-operative 
Societies intervene with good effect in the village social life. 

Though there is, properly speaking, no caste system among Musalmans, 
yet in the organization of panchayats they have assimilated Hindu ic eas. 
A remarkable example of this is the general panchayat of Dacca, an 
organization which is recognised by all Muhammadans except e s ra 
class, and exists for the settlement of disputes between mernbeis o ie 
community. Disputes are decided in the first place by a panciaya , iom 
them there is an appeal to an appellate “ bench,” and from that again to a 
“ full bench ” consisting of the highest office bearers of the Association 

14. Occupations.— The classification of occupations has at this census 

been regulated by a new scheme drawn up by the census operated bv 

the basis of that prepared by M. Bertillon which has already been adopted by 

many other countries. Instead of 8 mam classes, 24 ^ '» 
and 520 groups, a classification has been adopte con^ ‘observes 

classes, 12 sub-classes. 5o orders and 16J gro P-- . jv: ons seem 

that even this classification is more elaborate than 

to require, but that its defects are few and ummportan . • - The 

Nearly three-fourths of the people ,1” “E? of aboui one- 

head ‘Industries” embraces nearly 3# milb . connected with the 
fourth depend on textile industries. lh 8 eent . since 1901. 

manufacture of jute show the astonishing m ci ease ^ sup p 0 rts nearly a 

This industry provides for 328,000 pei son . ^ million. Professions 

million persons and public administration nea } j e _ a j profession has 

and the liberal arts account for nearly a e “ being now nearly 10,000 lawyers 
increased by 30 per cent, since 1901, tne e & 

in Bengal. . .. _ nbraine d from an industrial census 

Extremely interesting results we e ^ m i nes , etc., employing 

held concurrently with the general cens • . , an( j t y s W as filled in by 

over 20 persons, a special schedule was pi me 
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(lu> owners or 111:111:1 jiTs I Imnisolves. Tlm total 1111 ml • r ol Midi »•< mi 
was r.utu.l to lie I. Iliti. employing over (>( 10 , 001 ) persons, one-thin! of whom 
liiul oiiiploy an -lit in into mill'', and marly :i not law t liinl on tea plant ;i t ioiih, 
'I'lii* nival imlust rial cent res aie t lie d i *> 1 1 i«*t >1 of t 'aloiii I a, llowiah, Hoojrhly, 
and the l-l’aifpnas, where l wo-t hinls of l In' imlit-t 1 ial umlei lal.injM of the 
province aro concent ratol. Of t In* vniious imlust 1 ii ■*.. Indians own pracl ienlly 

all tho hra*' 1 ' foundries. oil mill'., riro mills, limlu'i' yanhi. In id. to., 

wliih' I'.ni opeans t'lijov an absolute monopoly of tho into mills ami pioiloininat" 
in the toa ^anions ami maehiimiy ami oiiifinooi int; woif.s. A notiooahlo 
foat tli*i’ mi this coiiiioi'I mu is tho laipo ami stoaililv jriowinjf picdominance of 
ext ra-provincial lahonr in llwse imlm.t rial tmnties. Tho Ifoui'.ili is in a 
minority in noarly all. ami nm-t matkcdly in tin- jut" mills. 

Tho 'list rihiit ion of oomp itiom. Intwoon i!imlti<< ami Miiliiimmmlaiis 
forms an intoiostin.' oomim'iitaiy on tin 1 intolh »•! ual position of tin' followcis 
of tin 1 two 1 t'lioions. Tho p 'moil! aim of Miisalm.ans in tho to'al pojntlal ion 
is fil* ami that of llimhis f.*>. Mat .''.T p”i* font, of tho iattor ami only In cmut. 
of tlm fornior follow non-airimultuinl | msiiits, Tho lamllonlx. attain, consist 
mainly of 1 limlns, (In' piopoition I >oiii' - 7 llimhis to .'1 Mm., -ilmans. Thoso 
figures show that tin’ float majoiity of tho Miisalmans liavo m>t \<t rison 
hoyoml tlm statp' o' tho cultivator who tills his own hoi. limp 

In. In conclusion tlm tiovoiimi in t’ouncil tlosiros to place on ivcoiil 
his appreciation of tlm laboui' of tlm 1 list ri**t Officers, ami of tlm lio-t of 
officials anil non-officials thi"'H r h whns tlovotoil services tlm coiisiis .if f.ill 

was cairiotl to a sin sful coiicludon. ami to whom aio tin* tin* accuracy. 

tlm caic an 1 tlm punctuality wlimli have dinr.ictciisod tlm census throughout. 
His KnooIIoiicv m Council wish's esp. . aally to ad.nowle lip tlm s.-i vie - of 
Mr. O'Malloy in conduct ur.r tlm c 'Iisiih op rations with such eiwriry ami 
ahility ami in cotnpilimr a icput of cousj.icuotts merit itmlor comlitions of 
unusual difficulty. Tin' naim s of tin- ofiicom comummh d by him ami of those 
who have In on s,.| aiatdy top -it'd for tlmir ifo»! work will h-fcool.'l in 
the Appointment J>cpnilnwnt. 

I»y oiih'i of tin - (iovornor in Council. 
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higher incidence of mortality in tin* remaining districts. The excess of 
the Hindu death-rate was greatest in Puri, which is visited every year hy a 
largo number of Hindus, many of whom die of cholera and other diseases and 
help to swell the death-roll of the district. In Bengal the Muhammadans 
had a higher rate of mortality in the majority of districts or Central Bengal 
and Hast, Bengal and in all the districts of North Bengal. In most of the 
•districts of West Bengal, however, the death-rate was higher among the 
Hindus both in 1 HI 0 and in the rest of the decade. 

(500. In order to draw any reliable inferences regarding longevity, as 

evidenced by a large or small proportion of old 
lii>M>k\m m xi.\\ persons, it is desirable to eliminate persons at the 

other extreme of life, the relative excess or deficiency of whom necessarily 
al.ects the proportion or the aged as well as of adults. Where, for instance, 
the proportion of children to the total population is large, that of adults must 
necessarily he smaller and, n fortiori.'' the proportion of old persons smaller 
still. In order therefore to see how far a high or low proportion of the aged 
is dm' to greater or loss longevity, the proportion of persons aged (JO and over 
should b(> calculated, not on the total population which includes children, hut 
on the number of adidts aged la — 10. The ratio so obtained may, after making 
allowance for the inaccuracy of the age returns, be taken as a fair indication 
of relative longevity. We must also, however, make allowance for the effects 
of migration, migrants being mainly persons in the prime of life. The state- 
ment in the margin gives comparative figures by sex for each of the main 
religions and for each natural division. As females have a greater mean 

age and a lower death-rate 

than males, it might natur- 
ally be expected that they 
would lie more long-lived, 
and that the proportion of 
the old per 100 adults aged 
Hi — 10 would consequently 
be higher among them than 
among males. Subsidiary 
Tables TY-A. V and V-A 
show that this is really the 
case — generally in Bengal 
and almost universally in 
Bihar and Orissa, though 
the proportion of aged 
males in the latter pro- 
vince is artificially raised 
by the emigration of its 
adult males. It might he 

suggested as a possible 

" ” ' hypothesis that exaggera- 

tion of age is probably more common among females, but that is fiot a sufficient 
explanation of the fact that, compared with the other sex, females have a 
marked excess of old persons. 

As regards religions, an apparent exception to this general rule is 
afforded by the Animists of Central Bengal. North Bengal and East Bengal, 
among whom old women are relatively less numerous than old men ; but 
in these divisions the Animists are mostly immigrant labourers from Chota 
Nagpur, who naturally leave their old women at home. As regards localities, 
the greater longevity of females is common to all divisions except East and 
North Bengal, where their average duration of life is the same as that of the 
males. This is mainly the result of religion, for, as will be shown later, the 
longevity of females is greater among Hindus than among Musalmans, and the 
latter are in a majority in these two divisions. It is noticeable that it is 
among the Musalmans and Animists that the females yield place to the males, 
and not among the Hindus, who represent only 31 and 37 per cent, respectively 
of the population. 

601., In Bengal the average- span of life of Musalman and Hindu males is 
. the same except in East Bengal, which is least 

i M.MGI 0 N. affected by immigration from outside. Elsewhere, 
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attending child-hirth • • : 1 1 1 . • r p it t *r.ll y altogether. niiti that t!i« y lend carefully 
n^u Inti ii and sh-lteii.d Ij ( )n this p.-int, 1 may he js-imitted t<> quote 
from ;i Hindu author,* \vin> v. i it .•»- . — '* It has been n maih'-d. and I believe it 
is- in tnn-t eases borne out l»v fact--, that a Hindu widow generally lives to a 
very great age. Hit simple and abstemious habits. her devotional spirit . her 
scanty meal once a day. her ale-tineiice from fo-»i of any hind nil the eleventh 
i lay of tin* immense and deriv.-me nf the moon. besides other days of close 
fasting. till eont rihnte to prolong her existence. It is a common expression 
n si i I hy a Hindu widow. ‘Shall I ever die ? Vania seems to have forgotten 
mo?' If the statistics of the laiidareeousiilted.it will assuredly he found 
that Hindu widows enjoy a longer life than the adult male population, because 
the latter are subject to irregularities and other adverse contingencies of life, 
from which the former are alum-.! entirely free. It is not uncommon to see a 
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is a common* 


U'*it nightly ami 

mauini. i: i- a 
numb-r in the ag* 


Hiiuio willow <>f eighty, ninety or a It u n< { r<w 1 years of 

place of w i ll er 1 ' to lay sfiv.-s ou l In* hardships of I fie life of the Hindu widow* 
author just ijUotod, in fact . says that m the Hindu widow “ nature seems 
to have iM iupliti'-d the symbol of misery ass'oeiated with longevity" — hut t ji o 
fact iciunui*' that her lot, haid as it may often he, ensures an unusually long 
span of life. 

('at;,. An inteiestinir fact, first pointed out hy M. Sundlmrg before llm 
, Internationa! Statistical Institute at ('hristiana 

in I *•»;.». may he mentioned here, viz., that in 
nlnuM all countries the pioportion of persons aged lf> — fiO to the total 
p 'pitlat sen I- uniformly about half. Kmigratioa tends to reduce th<> propor- 
immigiation to increase it. unless the immigrants tire 
logical influence ilia! in a progressive community (In* 
group (t — to is far greater than the number of persons aged 

;Mt and over, while in a 
stationary population the 
proportions are more eijttni. 
After allowing for the fact 
that the age statistics of 
i his country are not very 
accurate, it will lie seen 
that (lie figures for the 
two provinces (given in 
t lie marginal table) corro- 
borate. to a certain extent, 
p; <>■ ;■ • •• M. Snmlbarg's theory and 

*■! .1 ic the inference drawn therc- 

' from. Another fact imtic- 
i.'.. that tin* rate- of mottalitv m the age groups!) — lft 
tmie'i tie* Min**, and tin* inference that variations in the 
m'. .it: - t tin* gem*r.d rate of mortality, do not appear 
•on! iv. 

ig.* diagr.im*- git eu in tfii- idi, -ipter illustrate some interest- 
ing interrelations between the seasons and vital 
>**ciinem*es. Tliesediagiams.il may he explained, 

. tie* ipiautily and monthly distribution of rainfall 
('.turn of llm crop., . mid (lie rise and the fall of the 

in both provim in tin* 11) years IflOl-liHO. The 

f lie* diagr.mis. the vertical columns representing 
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lie ipiaut it v in * :ii’!i month from January to Oeeemher. Tim curve next to 
this show* the piiee.. of fo»l in seers per rupee; as prices rise, the curve falls. 
Tie* tiiii-ii firve ••hows the number iT deaths for the same months’ as the 
rainfall and f<> >i-priec~ curves. Tie* bottom curve shows the births occurring 
in tin* ninth month later. »V., with the rainfall, food-price and deaths of 
January arc plotted the births of the following October and so on, so that 
tie* curve relates to conceptions and not to actual births. 

In Ib'iigal mortality is greatest in D« and falls rapidly until 

February, which marks the culminating point of the people’s recovery from 
the f.-ver season {September to iteci-mbcr). The death-rate rises slightly 
in March and April, owing probably to epidemics of cholera, and then 
s'eadilv decreases till ii reaches the minimum in June or July, when the 
rains break. After July tie* mortality rises slowly as the monsoon progresses, 
but rapidlv when the monsoon recedes and the malaria season sets in. briefly, 
February. Jnm* and July may be regarded as the healthiest, and the early 
part of tin* cold weather as the nnhealt hiest . period of the year. It, is in 
the health v months that the reproductive forces are most likely to come into 
play. That this is reallv the ease will be seen from the conception curve, 
the course of which is the inverse of death curve. />., when the mortality 
curve rises, the conception curve falls, and via- v vr.au Then* are two 
seasons for concept ions — one in February and March and the other in Juno 
anil July, months which precede and follow the hot. weather. The number of 
Conceptions steadily decreases from July to November when the minimum ts 
reached. After November if rapidly rises till if reaches its maximum in 
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In Orissa the number of conceptions is highest in March and August, i.e., 
somewhat lalor than in, Bengal, and is at its minimum in May and December. 
The death-curve, which does not follow the birth-curve so closely as -in the 
other natural divisions, is at its zenith in December, as in Bengal, and then, 
after a slight fall in February and a rise again in March, goes on falling up to 
.July, after which it begins to rise as in Bengal. In the Chota Nagpur Plateau 
the birth and dentin-rates are at a minimum in February. They then rise 
steadily, and after a slight fall in dune or duly reach the maximum in August, 
after which they begin going down until February. In Chota Nagpur, as in 
Fast Bengal, the death-rate is always below the birth-rate, which it follows 
very closely. The reproductive principle shows the greatest strength in 
November, when it is least, active in Bengal. 

From the above account it will be seen why the graphs for Bihar and 
Orissa as a whole, which art' only a combination of the dissimilar graphs for 
heterogeneous natural divisions, an* not- only ill-defined, but also show 
numerous small fluctuations, which are otherwise inexplicable. 
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< 2.510 

2,135 

... &*** 

94ft 

080 

1 /H * 

993 

1,071 


7.350 

2,485 

5 <*ft 

. 5/03 

2,544 

Z I’M 

M, 

890 

p/ j 

f 1 ,05ft 

074 

3 4*3 

7.735 

3.327 

3/43 

4/"* 4 

3,882 

... *3* 

774 

816 

1.0? ? 

M? 

1,055 

... 7,431 

5.M- 

2.380 

}.*•<) 

\ 5.51ft 

2.29B 

“17 

:i3 

8X4 

UK 

714 

701 

t.337 

1 v+ 

1,291 

1 731 

1,731 

1,287 

. . A iiV 

3/'*» 

4,800 

4.1M 

, 4/40 

' 4,601 

... 1 737 


1,214 

l.i A r 

1.174 

1.077 

731 

>71 

02D 

9*.K 

-fi? 

031 

... l.^>4 

1.775 

1.925 

7 ou 

1/M 

1.902 

513 

5M 

522 

7fO 

541 

67 8 

... * * 

4.135 

5.339 

:• ns 

» 5 C«ft 

5.175 


4 r • 

389 

*•11 

2ft5 

459 

3 O'*. 

1.9*7 

2.050 

1.7 

1/20 

1 ,7G9 

... 443 

4'.? 

450 

437 

55? 

401 

... ' *5* 

:-•! 

023 

:.<a 

45*1 

490 

... 3 417 

-f i: 

3.273 

3.(0* 

2.C41 

3,010 

t.cr: 

1 31f 

1.280 

1.7 V'. 

1 171 

1.231 

... 4ir 

47* 

435 

*73 

210 

410 

... 910 

1 <*?: 

930 

r 

KM 

863 

X/ 

375 

312 

3*1 

Jfr? 

367 

4 Ml 

3/M 

4.492 

4.495 

4,57 4 

4.500 

... 74' 

311 

259 

S> 

54ft 

321 

... 7*9 


807 

747 

734 

741 

... t«4 

1*' 

185 

••a 

131 

228 


3 -7 

285 

531 

25ft 

236 

7.377 

2.037 

2.315 


1.9)4 

2,163 

734 

314 

298 

’’j'5 

254 

342 



19* 

198 

3'l 

170 

247 

... 437 

527 

498 

M7 

473 

509 

... I?--* 

150 

157 

• *r» 

12ft 

188 

... * 3.070 

2,733 

3.014 

1.559 

3.130 

3.398 

140 

I4f 

146 

HP 

177 

161 

... 375 

4 >4 

397 

479 

475 

428 

... 117 

171 

118 

155 

70 

112 

~ , 154 

14 1 

151 

2*11 

IC3 

104 

... 051 

013 

947 

1 017 

924 

1.000 

... 1 347 

214 

243 

JV» 

533 

254 

... 5 11* 

171 

118 

134 

Rft 

126 

... , 1*7 

17) 

184 


52ft 

246 

w. *7 


82 

99 

9? 

98 

... f 1.910 

2/*ftl 

1.937 

5.7-9 

2/3G 

2,707 

... i 7« 

111 

82 

US 

123 

115 


737 

192 

217 

5G3 

251 

... ) 41 


48 

ft? 

51 

60 


*5 

62 

73 

1*3 

75 

I" , 331 

43-* 

399 

y 3 

474 

539 

... : cp 

7k 

71 

7»1 

57 

52 


4ft 

S3 

47 

54 

r.o 

55 

... 71 

ftl 

09 

H4 

73 

82 

*7 

33 

24 

32 

21 

30 

... 

552 

571 

555 

1*09 

K*2 

822 


23 

31 

29 

21 

33 

24 


f.ft 

97 

72 

C9 

7ft 

71 


17 

12 

16 

13 

12 

13 


13 

1? 

14 

10 

23 

12 


143 

15K 

140 

17K 

176 

170 


13 

11 

13 

19 

17 

19 


11 

1C 

12 

10 

21 

12 


IK 

1C 

IB 

30 

27 

29 


7 

14 

8 

X 

U 

9 

... 

244 

25k 

247 

336 

332 

362 


14 

10 

13 

13 

17 

14 


23 

24 

23 

in 

29 

18 


4 

H 

5 

H 

3 

7 


H 

4 

7 

4 

H 

5 


32 

4% 

34 

41 

39 

41 


7 

4 

0 

6 

4 

6 


3 

4 

3 

G 

r, 

6 


10 

4 

9 

fi 

R 

5 


44 

9 

38 

4 

5 

4 


91 

71 

87 

RK 

86 

63 


A 

r. 

3 

... 

3 

1 


2 

10 

3 

... 

3 

1 


1 

l 

1 

1 

2 

1 


2 

l 

2 

... 

4 

I 


U 

11 

11 

10 

12 

10 


4 

G 

5 * 

3 

I 

3 

m “ t 

... 

... 


...1 

3 

3 

Z 

? 

4 

i 




* 

Z 

>» 





25 


Tito flpnrcs In column* 4 and 7 »how 
of rulplow In the area for \iblch ' 
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CIIAl’TElt V — AGIO, 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE II. — Age distimhution or 10.000 or each 
each Province and Natural Division. . 


SEX IN 



Age. 

1011. 

1901. ' 

1891. 

1881. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

IVm ale. 

Male. 

Female, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

f 

6 

7 

8 

9 


IH- 1 

316 

320 

285 

201 

317 

333 

232 

233 


] — 2 ... ... ... 

131 

148 

138 

150 

141 

152 

235 

250 


2-3 ... S' 

282 

310 

297 

328 

293 

323 

292 

322 


3— 4 

312 

361 

314 

351 

335 

37 3 

351 

384 

5 

4 — 5 

205 

308 

293 

306 

307 

318 

320 

320 


5—10 

16.61 

1,638 

1,621 

1.490 

1.666 

1,474 

1,564 

' 1,444 

y, 

10-15 

1,200 

091 

1,247 

1,015 

1,219 

074 

1,139 

001 

-5 

15 — 20 

840 

800 

866 

806 

H1K 

837 

766 

765 

e 

20—26 

760 

003 

762 

884 

702 

827 

711 

842 

< 

26—30 

009 

933 

89H 

005 

840 

894 

882 

034 


SO— 35 ... 

806 

777 

796 

77K 

808 

819 

869 

866 


35—40 

667 

559 

625 

651 

C45 

6C6 

629 

551 

< 

40—46 ... 

673 

547 

698 

684 

627 

609 

632 

633 


45—50 

370 

328 

372 

330 

365 

318 

353 

316 


50—55 

36 7 

384 

,392 

406 

304 

410 

409 

441 


65— CO ... 

170 

109 

1CK 

168 

167 

168 

1C3 

165 


CO nml over 

437 

636 

449 

5C7 

4C6 

605 

478 

638 


Unspecified ... ... 

... 




... 


5 

5 


Mean AGE 

24 4 

245 

24‘3 

245 

240 

24-8 

242 

25-2 

j 

0- 5 

l.KO 

1,233 

1,100 

1,257 

1,253 

1,313 

1,293 

1,276 

< 

5-10 

1,385 

1,344 

1,397 

1,356 

1,424 

1.306 

1,366 

1,100 


10-16 

1,201 

9CH 

1,221 

OCO 

1,181 

884 

1,112 

850 


16—20 

951 

1,068 

020 

996 

881 

007 

895 

892 


20-40 

3,245 

3,200 

3,143 

3,130 

3,173 

3,290 

3,280 

3,429 

•? 

40 — GO 

1,C04 

1,000 

1,675 

1,682 

1,649 

1,678 

1,593 

1,690 

« 

COnndoTer 

454 

591 

448 

CIO 

439 

622 

456 

658 


l Unspecified 


... 

... 


... 


5 

6 


MEAN AOE 

2S-4 

25-9 

24-8 

25-8 

247 

26-1 

24-8 

266 


0-5 

1,165 

1,385 

1.10 7 

1,387 

1,381 

1,541 

1,323 

1,413 


5-10 

1,295 

1,303 

1,328 

1,340 

1,326 

1,246 

1,434 

1,347 


10—16 

1,135 

956 

1,150 

057 

1.123 

871 

1,074 

666 


15—20 

897 

901 

8C4 

909 

838 

891 

760 

791 


20—40 

3,611 

3,220 

3,314 

3,145 

3,200 

3.194 

3,256 

3,204 

So 

40-60 

1,664 

1,526 

1,649 

1,656 

1,647 

1,698 

1,629 

1,670 


60 and over 

433 

659 

479 

606 

485 

. 656 

519 

703 


l Unspecified 

... 


... 

... 

... 


5 

6 


Mean aoe 

2 5 ’5 

2S‘l 

25-1 

25S 

24-9 

25'7 

251 

26‘2 


r o— 5 

1,396 

1,616 

1,360 

1,565 

1,448 

1,646 

1,306 

1,627 


5—10 

1,662 

1,708 

1,634 

1.G63 

1,674 

1,516 

1,619 

1.632 

‘A 

10—15 

1,080 

894 

1.127 

905 

1,060 

853 

1,100 

861 


16—20 

793 

956 

770 

933 

7C6 

895 

715 

814 


20—40 

3,208 

3,171 

3,215 

3.194 

3,182 

3,211 

3,105 

3,176 


40—60 

1,401 

1,229 

1,470 

1,281 

1,515 

1,352 

1.566 

1,470 


, 60 and over 

400 

420 

415 

459 

446 

528 

494 

614 

£ 

l Unspecified ... 

... 






5 

6 


MEAN AOE 

242 

25-6 

23-8 

23-1 

24-1 

23S 

24-3 

24-7 


0-5 

1,473 

1,609 

1,455 

1,684 

1.541 

1,679 

1,541 

1,630 

< 

5—10 ... 

1,635 

1,686 

1,603 

1,643 

1,602 

1,584 

1,574 

. 1,617 


10—16 

1,256 

1,044 

1,203 

1,081 

1,235 

1,002 

1.168 

942 

u 

16—20 

859 

1,029 

860 

1,003 

827 

956 

769 

866 


20—40 

2,981 

3,013 

2,951 

2,971 

2,908 

2,951 

2,959 

3,016 


40—60 

1,358 

1,189 

1,383 

1,235 

1,412 

1,284 

1,473 

1,409 


60 and ovor 

438 

430 

456 

483 

485 

544 

512 

615 

w 

Unspecified 

... 


... 

... 

... 


4 

6 


Mean age 

23'6 

23-3 

23S 

22‘8 

22S 

23-4 

23-8 

24-2 

C5 

0 — 5 ... ... .. 

1,286 

1,310 

1,274 

1,309 

1,293 

1,374 

1,376 

1,449 


6—10 

1,619 

1,498 

1,563 

1,453 

1,616 

1,488 

1,573 

1,457 

5 

10—16 

1,211 

945 

1,261 

987 

1,214 

057 

1,144 

892 


15—20 

786 

692 

824 

749 

764 

680 

716 

645 

a 

20—40 

3,053 

3,292 

3,008 

3,221 

2,961 

3,196 

3,084 

3,270 


40—60 

1 ,556 

1,698 

1,589 

1,619 

1,654 

1,642 

1,643 

1,644 


60 and over 

489 

665 

481 

662 

493 

663 

460 

638 

£ 

l Unspecified ... ... 

... 



... 



5 

5 


Mean age 

250 

262 

244 

25'7 

244 

25‘7 

244 

255 

j 

0—5 

1,282 

1,330 

1,259 

1,293 

1,301 

1,363 

1,445 

1,505 

-« 

5-10 

1,515 

1,411 

1,373 

1,251 

1,525 

1,386 

1,473 

' 1,330 


10—15 

1,187 

947 

1,218 

975 

1,262 

1,000 

1,127 

887 

a 

15—20 

742 

675 

835 

759 

769 

688 

696 

624 


\ 20 -40 

3,150 

3,342 

3,157 

3,324 

2,952 

3,160 

3,034 

3,216 

g 

1 40—60 

1,628 

1,629 

1,647 

1,696 

1,673 

1,699 

1,684 

1,704 


• 60 and over 

496 

666 

oil 

702 

518 

704 

535 

728 

02 

^Unspecified 

... 






6 

6 


Mean age l 

253 

26'3 

250 

26 5 

24'7 

261 

24'9 

263 

1 



SUBSIDIARY TABLES 


283 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE II. — Age distribution of 
each Province and Natural Division 


10,000 OF EACH SEX IN 
— concluded. 


AGE. 

1811. 

| 1901. 

1891. 

1881 

Male. 

Female, 

j Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Mate. 

Female. 

1 

2 

3 

I ^ 

& 

6 

7 

8 

9 

f 0-3 

1,252 

1,214 

1,306 

1,305 

1,246 

1,268 

1,447 

1,462 


1,433 

1,323 

1,319 

1,247 

1,436 

1,348 

1,551 

1,416 

-4 I 10 — 13 ••• 

1,317 

1,123 

1,S7S 

1,083 

1,370 

1,164 

1,148 

978 


876 

854 

952 

941 

1,020 

947 

805 

719 

2 ] 20—40 

3,116 

3,198 

3,048 

3,033 

2,863 

2,884 

3,123 

3,065 

o | 40 — oo ... ••• 

1,551 

1,673 

1,665 

1,747 

1,614 

1,689 

1,481 

1,630 

j 60 find over 

430 

615 

437 

644 

449 

700 

437 

724 

(.Unspecified 

... 





... 

8 

6 

Mean age 

24'9 

261 

2 4' 4 

259 

241 

258 

237 

257 

J* 0 - “•> ... «•« ... 

1,470 

1,534 

1,416 

1,524 

1,494 

1,605 

1.568 

1,718 

I 6-10 

1,664 

1,616 

1,660 

1,630 

1,770 

1,686 

1,771 

1,654 

o -<J 1 10 — 15 ... ... 

1,282 

1,0S3 

1,382 

1,144 

1,373 

1,126 

1,216 

951 

15—20 

844 

834 

894 

887 

823 

814 

754 

758 

2120—40 

3,029 

3,096 

2,892 

2,989 

2.763 

2.941 

2,946 

3,090 

^ “ | 40 — -60 ... ... 

1,350 

1,361 

1,399 

1,356 

1,395 

1,324 

1,361 

1.322 

S* (60 and over 

361 

476 

357 

470 

382 

604 

380 

502 

^ V. Unspecified 

... 




... 

... 

4 

5 

Mean age 

23' 1 

23'6 

226 

231 

22'4 

231 

226 

230 


0 

AGE. 

Bengal- 

Bihakand Orissa. 

AGE. 

BENGAL. 

Bihar and Orissa. 

1911. 

1911. 

1911. 

1911. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

5 

3 

4 

5 

0—1 


303 

326 

333 

327 

30 — 35 ... 


792 

719 

826 

844 

1—2 


143 

162 

130 

131 

3o — -iO ... 

... 

668 

516 

644 

609 

2—3 


297 

341 

263 

275 

40—45 

... 

57 L 

512 

576 

587 

3—4 


309 

359 

316 

343 

45— fO 

... 

370 

302 

369 

358 

4—5 


291 

315 

299 

299 

50-55 

... 

355 

363 

383 

407 

5 — 10 ... 


1,535 

1,573 

1 593 

1,408 

55—60 

... 

167 

154 

174 

185 

10—15 


1,183 

981 

1,241 


60 and ovjr 

... 

430 

480 

445 

600 

15—20 

... 

867 

1,011 

806 

75 L 







20—25 


785 

948 

726 

851 







25—30 


934 

938 

876 

926 

Mean age 

... 

244 

237 

244 

254 


NN 2 









